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Tour participants: Andy Bunten (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 18th June 

Ferry from Aberdeen  

Everyone met as planned at the ferry terminal and although we knew the weather was mild and pretty calm at the 

outset we were aware of a rather stormy forecast as we approached Shetland. Precautions were taken. We all 

settled into our cabins or pods before meeting up again at the rear of the top deck as the ferry started its 

impressive manoeuvrings to leave this busy harbour.  

 

There were various common gull species and it was good to see quite a few Black-legged Kittiwakes delicately 

making their way to and fro; Common Eiders in various stages of dress bobbed about on the water and on the 

harbour edge there was a solitary Ringed Plover. 

 

As we left the shelter of the harbour so Arctic Terns and Common Guillemots became more common and the 

occasional Razorbill was seen amongst them too. 

 

We were joined by a couple of leaping cetaceans and although they only gave a glimpse we could be fairly 

confident that these would have been Bottle-nosed Dolphins which are regularly seen in these waters. We 

watched as Northern Gannets swept by and stiff-winged Northern Fulmars as well before we went back inside 

for a meeting at 8pm to discuss the excitements of the week ahead.  

 

 Then it was an early night so those who wished could rise fresh in the morning and see what may be about as 

we neared Shetland.  

Day 2 Tuesday 19th June 

South Mainland – Sumburgh Head  

The sea crossing had become a little rough in the latter stages, but not as bad as feared and those who dragged 

themselves from their sleeping quarters were rewarded with wonderful views of Northern Fulmars and Northern 

Gannets both seemingly revelling in the gale conditions. 

 

We passed Sumburgh Head about 6am and were seeing a few Tysties (Black Guillemots) as well as some 

European Herring Gulls nesting on the smaller islands.  

 

We docked smoothly and disembarked around 07.45am, found our bus waiting for us and eventually found our 

bus keys at reception. 

 

Then it was off to our hotel at Scalloway to drop our bags, retrieve any telescopes and other vital equipment 

before heading off south towards Sumburgh. On our drive we passed lots of damp meadows abundantly covered 

with cotton grass and home to plentiful Eurasian Skylarks, Common Redshank and Common Snipe.  

 

We stopped for a while by a small loch and steadied ourselves against the wind to see what we could find. 
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Bonxies dashed overhead and a swan in the middle of the loch revealed itself to being a Whooper. Despite the 

wind we could hear Skylarks singing lustily overhead while Meadow Pipits flitted around us. 

 

A couple of Northern Ravens were perching on nearby roofs and a Red-throated Diver was spotted on the loch. 

We put the telescope on it but in the wind we could see it was a diver but close examination was a bit tricky. 

 

This was a lovely spot with lots of Yellow Flag ,Tormentil, buttercups and the white Cotton Grass was almost 

like a light snow covering. There were plenty of birds as well with Common Snipe appearing from the vegetation 

and Greylag Geese in a nearby field. Another Red-throated Diver flew past us with that characteristic hunched 

posture before we packed up our telescopes and continued on our way.  

 

We made one final brief stop at Voe Bay where we saw Common Shelduck plus a number of small 

“shelducklings”, some Ringed Plover which were aggressively chasing each other, and Dunlin in beautiful 

breeding plumage which were busily feeding away. Then it was off towards Sumburgh Head reserve but before 

we reached there we had a brief look at the Pool of Virkie where we saw some Common Eider and a short stop 

at Grutness where some sharp eyes found the Snow Goose that we’d heard was around in this area. The bird was 

very confiding (too confiding?) and enabled us to get some reasonable photographs despite the wind.  

 

Then we made our way up to the car park and walked into the stiff wind along the cliff top. There were large 

numbers of Common Guillemots arranged along the ledges and rock slabs and we “scoped” these to get good 

views of the bridled forms and to search for Razorbills. These latter seemed quite scarce in comparison but we 

were soon able to track one down and see its darker black back and distinctive deep white marked bill. Atlantic 

Puffin was obviously on everyone’s list and we managed some excellent views of these often extremely confiding 

birds.  

 

Higher up near the information centre we peered over a wall hoping we might catch a glimpse of a cetacean or 

two, but although we weren’t lucky with that plan, we did see some great birds. Atlantic Puffins were flying 

around from a steep grassy slope to our left, “proper” looking Rock Doves were flying around and feeding on 

the same slope and a wonderful family of Shetland Wrens were dashing up and down the wall which we were 

looking over giving us all excellent views. Rock Pipits bounced along in the wind and a pair of Twite appeared 

and gave brief but reasonable views on the grass slope. 

 

Back to our bus we watched Northern Wheatears perched up in prominent positions while we ate our lunch 

before making our way to the Sumburgh Hotel for a quick coffee and then a visit to the excellent Jarlshof site 

where we spent the next hour or so exploring this fascinating archaeological treasure which had over 3000 years 

of continuous habitation.  

  

Leaving Jarlshof, we headed back north again stopping at Loch Spiggie where we saw a couple of groups of 

Bonxies, one of 40 and another of 20, busily washing away in this fresh water site: an indication that they are not 

yet as well adapted to a life in the marine habitat as petrels or shearwaters, as they need to visit fresh water sites 

such as these to wash their feathers.  
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Continuing along up the coast we stopped for a brief period looking down on a small bay with lots of Harbour 

Seals, both adults and pups, hauled out on the sand. Then it was on again to the amazing tombolo of St Ninian's, 

where most of the group struck out to walk across the bar of sand joining the island to the mainland 

 

Our day was ending and we decided it was time to head back to the hotel, claim our bags, settle in to our rooms 

and get ready for the first of many excellent meals we were to have here.  

Day 3 Wednesday 20th June 

Bressay, Noss and Mousa  

A bright sunny day dawned which, critically, was much less windy than the day before. So after a delicious 

breakfast we made our way back to Lerwick to catch the ferry across to Bressay and thence to Noss. We caught 

the first ferry at 8.40am and were on Bressay by 9am before driving the short distance across it to get to the 

Noss ferry.  

 

On the way though we stopped at the Loch of Brough and were treated to the wonderful sound of Eurasian 

Skylark song pervading the skies and the evocative calls of Eurasian Curlew. A very fine Arctic Skua had flown in 

front of us and we were able to get distant views of it sitting and looking very watchful a few hundred yards 

ahead. 

 

A handsome European Golden Plover was perched on a small hillock, flanked by Eurasian Oystercatchers, 

which gave us excellent views of its splendid breeding plumage. On the loch we saw a Red-throated Diver and 

while admiring this bird a humming sound alerted us to the present of a bumblebee. A little while after the bee 

materialised and showed a startling mixture of a ginger/auburn thorax and a quite startling yellow abdomen – a 

beautiful Shetland Bumblebee 

 

Then we made our way to the area where we were catch our ferry to Noss. Looking over the narrow sound we 

could see the warden getting her boat ready for us. On the brief stroll down to the ferry point we noticed a 

group of fifteen or so European Shags clustered together fishing in the turbulent waters where the currents met 

in the sound. 

 

Then it was time to don the life jackets and take the brief trip across to Noss. We all gathered into the old 

building, converted into an information centre, for our introductory talk about this island, before we headed off 

steadily uphill on a course which would take us anti-clockwise around the island. Bonxies were very apparent 

here and we saw a good number just sitting and looking quietly menacing as we trekked past them. 

 

 Northern Wheatears were accompanying us most of the way as we tracked along the coastal path and it was 

wonderful to get such close views of these very confiding birds. There were a lot of beautiful Spring Squill as 

well as Tormentil, Silverweed and the semi-parasitic Lousewort along the rough tracks we were taking.  

 

We made our way up to Cradle Holm, where the numbers of Atlantic Puffins seemed to have decreased 

markedly in recent years although we were still able to see a few birds sitting outside their nesting burrows. 

 



Shetland's Wildlife  Tour Report 

 

 

4  © Naturetrek     July 18 
 

Lunch was taken at the breath-taking Rumblewick where we looked down on around 11,000 pairs of Northern 

Gannets; some on their nests and others swooping and gliding around the cliffs. This was an amazing site - the 

sights, the sounds and the wonderful (to some) smells of a hectic seabird colony with thousands of birds; auks, 

gulls, fulmars, shags and gannets, all dashing to and fro, cramming in the all too brief breeding period with a 

frenzy of activity. Fantastic!  

 

 We walked to the top of the cliffs where the view was nothing short of stupendous with pretty much all of 

Shetland laid out in front of us. Thousands of gannets wheeled behind us as we gazed at the sunny vista of these 

beautiful islands. 

 

There was a fairly steep descent with more opportunities to see ledges full of Common Guillemots and other 

seabirds gliding by, as well as nesting Northern Wheatears in the walls and young European Herring Gulls 

wheezing to be fed. 

 

We clambered back into the rib for our return trip to Bressay and retraced our path across the island to pick up 

the 4.15pm ferry back to the relative hurly-burly of Lerwick and thence back to our hotel.  

 

Our plan that night was to go across to Mousa so we had a fairly early dinner and left at around 9.25 for our next 

adventure in these wonderful islands. 

 

We joined a veritable throng of other folk on the boat to make the brief crossing to the island. We were waiting 

in a mildly impatient way for a late arrival to make his appearance when we spotted an Otter on a nearby rock. 

Great excitement all round as we watched it and desperately helped those who couldn’t immediately pick it up as 

the Otter finished its meal and then slid into the water and slowly swam shore-wards. A wonderful sighting. Our 

Mousa Ferry then also slid away to the island under the watchful gaze of a pair of young Common Seals. 

 

Once we had landed we made our way along the slightly uneven track to the amazing broch. We explored this 

quite incredible structure, with some making their way up to the top, and then waited for the European Storm 

Petrels to come in. And after a while they certainly did so, swirling around like mist as they looked for their nest 

holes, guided by the rather nightjar-like churring and croaking of their mates. They were amazingly bat-like as 

they flickered around this ancient structure in the half light of a Shetland night. One couldn’t imagine anything 

quite so atmospheric as this twilight with a prehistoric structure and these unworldly birds flitting around it as 

they must have done for hundreds of years.  

Day 4 Thursday 21st June 

South Mainland and the Nesting area  

The following morning we had a rather leisurely start, indulged in a most wonderful breakfast, and viewed a 

rather mixed weather forecast. 

 

We headed out from our hotel at around 10.00 am and just a short way north we stopped at Loch Tingwall to 

see various gulls and discuss some of the finer points of gull recognition. On the landward side of the loch a 

fresh silage cut had encouraged hundreds of Rooks, Common Starlings and Eurasian Oystercatchers to take 

advantage of the insects revealed. 
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Out on the loch itself there were our first Tufted Ducks as well as our first Moorhen which was skulking around 

the water’s edge. 

 

We stopped by the ancient parliamentary setting of Tingwall to view the beautiful scenery and found another 

Moorhen by the water’s edge before retreating back to our bus as a brisk squall whisked across the loch. 

 

Our drive north took us through classically beautiful, if bleak, Shetland scenery with its usual compliment of 

Common, Herring and Black-headed Gulls. It was wonderful, too, to see so many waders; Eurasian Curlews 

calling and gliding through the air on bowed wings, Redshanks bursting up from nearby fields calling wildly and 

Common Snipe dashing past us and up into the sky. 

 

We parked up near Voe and walked alongside some thin woodland and although the wind was strong, this 

enabled our bowed heads to see some lovely flowers on the road edge – Marsh Orchids, the carnivorous 

Butterwort, some lovely stands of Thyme and the delicate Eyebright. We entered the woodland and walked back 

to our bus along the shore-edge path – now blissfully sheltered from the brisk breeze. 

 

Here we saw a great many more plants including more Northern Marsh Orchids, Hare’s Tail and gorgeously 

coloured Marsh Marigold. Birds were seeking the shelter too and we heard our first Goldcrest as well as scuttling 

Common Blackbirds and a Common Wood Pigeon which burst from cover. Out on the loch there were the 

usual gulls plus a nice pair of Red-breasted Merganser which were joined by a Great Cormorant. 

 

We decided it was coffee time so repaired to the nearby Pierhead Hotel for a lovely warm welcome and even 

lovelier cups of tea and coffee with biscuits. 

 

Refreshed we continued north and east towards Lunna Ness. We stopped at various points on the way to see 

more of the abundant waders Shetland has to offer. 

 

Lunch was taken inside the bus as the wind had picked up a fair bit and we ate it while looking at the 

wonderfully remote landscape and hoping that we’d find another otter to compliment yesterdays. No joy with 

that sadly, but, lunch over, we drove the short distance to the end of the peninsula and en route found a Red-

throated Diver hunkered down in its nest. Initially we thought it may have been the very rare Black-throated but 

then realised that the black looking throat was indeed red. 

 

It was now time to make our way down back south and we headed back to the South Nesting area stopping 

from time to time to see some Arctic Skuas spearing their way through the wind and bulkier Bonxies powering 

their way through these testing elements. We were seeing more and more elegant Whooper Swans too – 

beautifully arranged on lochs or contrasting against the green of the fields. 

 

Just before the remote coastal area of Gletness we stopped at a lovely field full of Ragged Robin and golden 

Buttercups. It seemed full of Common Redshanks too as a pair of these lively birds flew to and fro, perched on 

nearby posts and generally put on an excellent show. 

 

We spent some time at Gletness again hoping for Otters but although we saw plentiful European Shags, 

Northern Fulmars and various gulls, sadly no otters appeared. 
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Eventually it was time to head back to our hotel and get ready for another sumptuous meal with various 

members of the group already planning how to obtain the delicious Lemon Posset pudding! 

Day 5 Friday 22nd June 

South Mainland, Toft to Ulsta ferry (Yell) – Gutcher to Belmont (Unst) – Baltasound.  

Today we set off from our wonderful Scalloway Hotel around 09.00 with a quick trip to pick up food for lunch 

before heading back along the Tingwall road with the loch to our right. Once again we saw a number of different 

gulls including a nice group of Lesser Black-backs with a Herring and Great Black-backed allowing an excellent 

comparison between the three. As yesterday the loch held a number of Tufted Duck which were skirting along 

the water’s edge.  

 

We arrived at the Kergord Woods which are the most substantial woods in Shetland with Ash, Elm, Sycamore 

and some quite sizeable Horse Chestnuts. Here there were many Rooks and Common Starlings but also a couple 

of new birds in the shape of a nice small flock of Siskins and a singing Blackcap. Common Wood Pigeons and 

many Blackbirds were present too along with a vigorously singing Eurasian Wren. 

 

We continued our gradual drift north until we got back to Voe where we decided in the light of the rather damp 

and gloomy weather to call in to the Pierhead Hotel again for some tea and coffee. 

 

On the road north again we stopped at various view points to check out the lochs – one provided a nice group 

of four Red-throated Divers and another new species for our list in Eurasian Wigeon and a bird we’d not seen 

for a while – a Grey Heron. 

 

Stopping at Sullom Voe/Garths Voe for a while there were Snipe drumming overhead and we watched lots of 

Common Redshanks as well as a few Dunlin and a small group of Black-tailed Godwits seen by Karami while 

the rest of us just couldn’t find them for quite some time. 

 

We arrived quite early at Toft and scoured the loch edges for Otters. No joy there but we did see a number of 

Razorbills and at least one Common Tern among the many Arctics we’d been seeing. 

 

Once on the ferry we saw a number of Common Guillemots, Shags and Northern Gannets in the sound before 

disembarking and hurrying across the island of Yell to catch our last ferry of the day to Unst. This shorter 

crossing provided a handful of Atlantic Puffins and a single Kittiwake - a bird which had become all too rare a 

sight for us on this trip. 

 

Once on Unst we went for a quick look to see if the Black-headed Bunting we’d heard about would make an 

appearance but in the cool and windy weather we assumed that, if it was still here, it would be hunkered down 

somewhere. 

 

After our very nice meal we decided that we’d have a late evening look for otters down at the pier and we duly 

braved the increasingly wet and breezy conditions. Our steadfastness paid off as Brian found an Otter just beside 

the pier swimming only a matter of metres away. It appeared on a couple of occasions to gaze at us as if to 

wonder why we were out in such ugly weather before it vanished in the way otters can. 
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So, damp but happy, we made our way back to our hotel rooms to prepare for tomorrow’s trip. 

Day 6 Saturday 23rd June 

Fetlar  

The weather, though still a touch damp and breezy, was better than last night so a handful of us made our way 

back down to the pier area, with its unusual huge pile of locally mined Talc, to see if the otter was around. We 

searched the area where it was seen the night before and the further west jetty area but to no avail and so we 

decided on a tactical retreat for breakfast and to get ready for our trip to yet another island. 

 

Today we were off to Fetlar so it was back to the small terminal to pick up another ferry. We scoured the ferry 

area for signs of otter but drew a blank before driving onto our ferry and remaining snug against the elements in 

our bus as we crossed. We docked and rather curiously had to reverse out from the ferry before driving south 

down a road to join the main east west road. 

 

Fetlar’s fertile soils and green landscape has led to it being known as the Garden of Shetland and we all felt that 

this beautiful small island had a distinctive and welcoming character. 

 

There were large numbers of Common Snipe rising up from either side of the road together with Common 

Redshank and numerous Eurasian Curlews. These latter we examined with great care in case they turned out to 

be the Whimbrel we were looking for. European Golden Plover were dotted along the roadside, always seeming 

to be situated along horizon ridges, with the males looking very fine in their smart breeding plumage. 

 

We headed towards the middle of the island and there we found a lovely watchful Whimbrel perched still and 

enabling us to get a telescope onto it and see that distinctive head pattern. We also had excellent views of three 

very fine Arctic Skuas, two dark phase and one light phase, perched up on an area of raised vegetation. At Skutes 

Water around 20 Bonxies were washing and loafing around. 

 

Then it was off to Loch of Funzie to see what we could find there. Immediately on arriving we found a pair of 

Red-throated Divers, one of which was having a very thorough wash and brush up and contorting itself into all 

sorts of shapes in so doing. Another Red-throated Diver flew past quite low into the wind and giving us all 

excellent views of its distinctive humpbacked posture. 

 

We made our way to the hide and on the way found a beautiful tiny female Red-necked Phalarope. It was feeding 

in a little vegetation filled stream and zipped up from one pool only to drop down into another and move 

upstream. We crept carefully closer and all got glimpses of this miniature wader as it went about its business. 

Soon it had crept its way out of sight so we moved to the hide from where saw numerous Common Snipe, 

Redshank, Black-headed Gulls as well as Northern Wheatears and Meadow Pipits using nearby fence posts as 

convenient look out posts. 

 

As it was now 13.00 we went back to the Fetlar Café for our lunch where hot soup and sandwiches, including 

the local delicacy of saucermeat, awaited. This was a welcome meal and when we’d finished it was good to see 

that the rain had done so too and we headed back to the Loch of Funzie. 
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Our walk around the loch gave us more excellent views of the Red-throated Diver and also a beautifully 

plumaged Dunlin walking along the shore only a few metres away from us. 

 

We approached the hide cautiously in case our Red-necked Phalarope was there again and we were in luck! She 

was in the Hare’s Tail filled small stream where we’d first seen her and this time she remained there moving up 

and down this area seemingly oblivious to our presence. We all had absolutely fabulous views of this very special 

little bird. 

 

Back into the hide we saw and heard yet more wonderful waders. Common Snipe were ‘chipping’ and 

‘drumming’ away, Common Redshank were sounding the alarm on a regular basis and the evocative calls of 

Eurasian Curlew bubbled away from behind the hide. We even had the mournful notes of European Golden 

Plover calling from a ridge above the loch. Very atmospheric and indicative of just how valuable and rich these 

islands are for our wading birds. 

 

We got to the ferry terminal around 4pm and boarded our ferry which took us first to Yell, where we had to 

drive off and back on again, and then back to our new home of Unst. The crossings gave us great opportunities 

to do some sea-watching and we saw a number of Tysties (Black Guillemots), Common Guillemots, Atlantic 

Puffins, a shore full of European Shags with the odd Great Cormorant and the inevitable swooping Bonxies. At 

one stage we saw a Grey Seal with a fish having its food expertly removed by a kleptoparasitic Great Black-

backed Gull. 

 

After a very nice meal we headed down to the sea to look for our otters and we were fairly quickly successful 

with Pam picking up some shapes in the water – two otters playing and feeding. We were able to get the 

telescope onto these beautiful beasts and watched them for a good twenty minutes as they dived, rolled and 

brought various food items up to the surface which they energetically dispatched. 

Day 7 Sunday 24th June 

Unst  

We decided against another otter watch this morning as the forecast wasn’t good and it seemed that better 

weather could be coming later, so instead we had a leisurely breakfast before exploring the island of Unst in 

greater depth. 

 

Although it was still windy, the rainy squalls had vanished and we set off to Hermaness via the Loch of Cliffe 

where we saw a number of Bonxies busily washing themselves in the freshwater. We parked at the reserve car 

park and started the 40-45 minutes’ walk up the clearly marked track to the cliffs.  

 

On the way the large number of Bonxies at this site became apparent with individuals loafing on the ground near 

the path and others flying around looking out for potential meals. Despite the strong wind Eurasian Skylarks and 

Meadow Pipits were singing lustily and the wonderful trilling of Dunlin could be heard from the undulating 

hillsides to our west. When we reached the top the views were stunning as we looked at the throngs of seabirds 

around us and the vast open sea- and cliff-scapes.  
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As we reached the cliffs we were met by a couple of Atlantic Puffins whose burrows were right where the path 

met the cliffs. These birds were landing nearby and then scuttling in a hunched manner to enter their homes and 

giving extremely close views and excellent photo opportunities as they did so. 

 

We all headed south initially towards the gannetry. This site was really amazing. Birds were hanging in the strong 

winds only a few feet from our faces; hundreds of birds swirling around below all showing complete mastery of 

these challenging elements. Punctuating this scene of dazzling white were small black and white whirring dots of 

Atlantic Puffins as they shot along to their nesting burrows. All the while Bonxies patrolled the cliffs in a 

menacing way – woe betide anything that faltered or failed. This was a quite literally breath-taking scene and a 

real privilege for those of us who experienced it.  

 

Some of the group continued south while Tim trekked towards Muckle Flugga. On the way back to the head of 

the path information was received of a pair of Red-necked Phalaropes in ponds just next to the boardwalk. Andy 

got there in time to see them and was willing the rest of the group to appear but sadly the birds flew just before 

the group arrived.  

 

And so it was back down the boardwalk past all the lurking Bonxies, trilling Dunlin and singing Eurasian 

Skylarks. The Information Centre was sadly closed for 2018 so we decided to go straight to Skaw Bay and have 

our lunch there. It was still windy so some decided to eat in the bus while the rest of us found various sheltered 

nooks among the rocks. 

 

A later walk across the turf with its plentiful Silverweed, Sea Sandwort, Yarrow and Curled Dock was a delight 

and made even more so by some wonderful Shetland Bumble Bees which we chased about trying to photograph 

in the brisk wind. 

 

Now it was back south past the replica Viking long house at Haroldswick and to gaze again at the rather 

incongruous, but strangely compelling, decorated bus shelter before going to the altogether more absorbing plant 

site of the Keen of Hamar. Here we hunted the fascinating creeping plants found at this truly unique site. The 

key species we were looking for was Edmondston's Chickweed, a plant only found in two sites in the world, both 

on Unst. We searched diligently and eventually found a rather sad plant which had gone over before Bernadette’s 

keen eyes found an altogether more impressive specimen. We were also successful with some great examples of 

Frog Orchid - all great fun doing the searching and despite the strong wind we were able to get some reasonable 

pictures.  

 

We decided to finish a little early and headed back to the hotel where some relaxed while others headed down to 

the shore for more otter searching. This occasion was unsuccessful but after dinner at around 20.00 we went 

down to our usual shoreside haunt and once again found two otters feeding and playing just off shore. We 

watched them as they drifted along in the water, then emerged to run across the pier and back into the water on 

the leeward side. We had a few more brief glimpses before they seemed to hole up in the large rocks of the pier 

beneath our very feet. Wonderful! 
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Day 8 Monday 25th June 

Unst & Sullom Voe  

Our final day in Shetland dawned with a bit of sunshine and higher clouds though still a brisk cool westerly wind. 

At 06.30 we wandered down to our otter spot but sadly this morning drew another blank. Our otters seemed to 

prefer evening to mornings. Then it was time for our breakfast and we left our most northerly hotel to head for 

the ferry down through Yell and to the mainland once again. At each terminal we rather hopefully looked out for 

more Otters but we’d done pretty well really, so had to be content with nice views of Common Guillemots and 

Tysties. 

 

Back past Sullom Voe with its dramatic buildings and more Red-throated Divers in the bay and we headed 

onward to the little valley of the Burn of Valayre. This site is the largest native woodland regeneration scheme in 

Shetland, although it isn't actually very big, but size isn’t everything. It is a lovely site with Downy Birch, Rowan, 

Aspen, and Alder as well as Butterwort, Ladies Mantle and Bell Heather. In amongst the vegetation it was good 

to see lots of Cuckoo-spit concealing the little, vulnerable, green froghoppers within. Opposite this enchanting 

little valley there were waders: Redshank and Common Ringed Plover probing around at the edge of the loch as 

well as swirling, chattering Arctic Terns. 

 

We continued past Mavis Grind, the narrow isthmus between the Atlantic and North Sea, and saw the rather 

nice ‘Otter Crossing’ sign there before continuing north on the peninsula to Cullas Firth 

 

Then it was back to the relative hustle and bustle of the big city –Lerwick. The group were disgorged from the 

bus in the town centre and spent the rest of the afternoon checking out the tea rooms and other attractions of 

Shetland’s neat little capital as well as trying to find the elusive Bearded Seal. Then it was off to the terminal and 

onto the ferry for our journey back to Aberdeen.  

 

As we sailed out of the harbour we watched a variety of auks, including some excellent views of Tysties and 

Razorbills,and had our last view of Mousa with its wonderful Broch before heading back down inside for a meal. 

Day 9 Tuesday 26th June 

Return to Aberdeen  

The crossing was a very smooth one –certainly in comparison with the way out – and it was good to see Black-

legged Kittiwake again in reasonable numbers as we approached Aberdeen. 

 

There were Common Eider, Arctic terns and Common Guillemot too but the star turn was a small group of four 

or five Bottle-nosed Dolphins leaping around at the harbour entrance. 

 

We docked at Aberdeen a little early at around a quarter to 7 and people started to go their separate ways having 

previously said their various goodbyes the night before. 

 

I would like to give a sincere thanks to the group who gelled together so well and made the trip an absolute 

pleasure to lead. We had great fun and many laughs. We all left with some very special memories of this very 

special place.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser          

2 Snow Goose Anser caerulescens                

3 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus            

4 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna                

5 Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope                

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos             

7 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula              

8 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima          

9 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator            

10 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata           

11 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis         

12 European Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus     H          

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea               

14 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus         

15 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis          

16 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo            

17 Moorhen Gallinula chloropus                

18 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus         

19 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus          

20 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria            

21 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula          

22 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago        H   

23 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa                

24 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus                

25 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata          

26 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus          

27 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres               

28 Dunlin  Calidris alpina    H H   H   

29 Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus               

30 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla               

31 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus           

32 Common Gull  Larus canus         

33 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus         

34 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus         

35 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus            

36 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo              

37 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea         

38 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua          

39 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus           

40 Common Guillemot Uria aalge         

41 Razorbill  Alca torda            

42 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle          

43 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica           

44 Common Pigeon (Rock Dove) Columba livia           

45 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus              

46 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto               

47 Rook  Corvus frugilegus               
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

48 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix          

49 Northern Raven  Corvus corax             

50 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis          

51 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica              

52 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla         H       

53 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus       H         

54 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     H H    

55 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris          

56 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula          

57 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola                

58 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe          

59 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus          

60 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii             

61 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis          

62 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus              

63 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus                

64 Twite  Linaria flavirostris                

Mammals                   

1 Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus           

2 Otter Lutra lutra              

3 Common Seal Phoca vitulina           

4 Atlantic Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus         

5 Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus               

Insects                   

1 White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus magnus                

2 Shetland Bumblebee Bombus muscorum agricolae               

3 Large White Pieris brassicae               

Other Invertebrates                   

1 Frog Hopper Cercopedes sp              

2 Limpit Patella vulgata               

3 Barnacle Cirripedia sp                

4 Sea Urchin Echinus esculentus                

5 Moon jelly Aurelia aurata                

6 Slug sp                  

7 Dung fly Scatophaga stercoraria                

Plants                   

1 Hard Fern Blechnum spicant               

2 Bracken Pteridium aquilinum                

3 Sitka Spruce Picea sitchensis              

4 Rowan Sorbus aucuparia             

5 Birch Betula pubescens              

6 Common Nettle Urtica dioica              

7 Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa         

8 Giant Knotweed Fallopia sachalinensis                

9 Pink Purslane Claytonia sibirica                
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

10 Edmondston's Chickweed Cerastium nigrescens                

11 Common Chickweed Stellaria media            

12 Sea Sandwort Honckenya peploides                

13 Ragged-Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi          

14 Sea Campion Silene uniflora              

15 Red Campion Silene dioica         

16 Marsh-marigold  Caltha palustris              

17 Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris         

18 Cuckooflower  Cardamine pratensis         

19 Roseroot  Sedum rosea                

20 Lady's Mantle Alchemilla mollis               

21 Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria                

22 Silverweed  Potentilla anserina          

23 Tormentil Potentilla erecta         

24 Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus         

25 Kidney Vetch Anthyllis vulneraria              

26 White Clover Trifolium repens         

27 Red Clover Trifolium pratense          

28 Tufted Vetch Vicia cracca                

29 Meadow Vetchling Lathyrus pratensis                

30 Heath Milkwort Polygala serpyllifolia               

31 Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanaus               

32 Common Dog-violet Viola riviniana              

33 Marsh Pennywort Hydrocotyle vulgaris                

34 Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvestris              

35 Ground Elder Aegopodium podagraria               

36 Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium               

37 Heather  Calluna vulgaris         

38 Bell Heather Erica cinerea               

39 Thrift (Sea Pink) Armeria maritima         

40 Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile          

41 Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides                

42 Wild Thyme Thymus vulgaris          

43 Self-heal Prunella vulgaris              

44 Foxglove Digitalis purpurea                

45 Lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica               

46 Yellow Rattle Rhinanthus minor               

47 Eyebright  Euphrasia sp.               

48 Sea Plantain Plantago maritima               

49 Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata            

50 Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundifolia                

51 Common Butterwort Pinguicula vulgaris           

52 Monkeyflower Mimulus guttattus               

53 Bogbean Menyanthes trifoliata             

54 Yarrow Achillea millefolium                

55 Daisy Bellis perennis         

56 Perennial Sow-thistle Sonchus arvensis                 

57 Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare         

58 Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense                

59 Dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg.             

60 Mountain Everlasting Antennaria dioica               
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

61 Common Cottongrass Eriophorum angustifolium         

62 Spring Squill Scilla verna            

63 Ramsons (Wild Garlic) Allium ursinum                

64 Yellow Iris Iris pseudacorus         

65 Frog Orchid Coeloglossum viride                

66 Heath Spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza maculata               

67 Northern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella            

68 Bistort Persicaria bistorta                

69 Willow sp Salix sp             

70 Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris              

71 Alder Alnus glutinosa            

72 Horsetail Equisetum sp               

73 Water Lily Nymphoides sp                

74 Copper Beech Fagus sylvatica               

75 Ash Fraxinus excelsior               

76 Larch Larix decidua               

77 Celendine Ranunculus ficaria                

78 Cross-leaved Heath Erica tetralix                

79 Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum                

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

Atlantic Puffin by Andy Bunten 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

