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Tour Leader:    Peter Dunn  Naturalist 

 
Participants    Marylee Bomboy 

John Van de Graaff 

Sheila Holt 

Jonathan Reveley 

Stephen Lovick 

Ann Lovick 

Day 1 Tuesday 25th June 

Arrival at Wykeham 

Sunny with light cloud, cooler on an evening 

Peter met four tour members in the afternoon at Scarborough Station and transported them to the comfortable 

Downe Arms Hotel, where after a short while to recover from the journey we all re-grouped to pay a visit to the 

forest. We drove directly to the ‘raptor-view point’ situated on the end of a hill looking down into Troutsdale 

and over across to Langdale – all part of the North Yorkshire Moors forest.  As we walked down the track to the 

opening in the trees, parties of newly fledge Great Tits bounced through the trees in front of us with the 

occasional Coal Tit.  Arriving at the viewpoint Sheila discovered a baby Adder, moving across the path.  Barely 

more than four inches it moved easily through the low heather before disappearing. 

 

We set up on one of the seats looking across Troutsdale and it was not long before a Common Buzzard came 

into view, it dihedral wings being a feature of its identification. While continuing to watch, Siskin kept flying over 

and a Tree Pipit sat in a tree affording good telescope views. On the ground we found a Common Spotted 

Orchid just in flower and Bumble Bees were busily visiting the heather flowers. Another birder close by alerted 

us to another raptor in the distance and as we watched, the flat, almost down pointing wing-tips, long barred tail 

and small pigeon-like head helped us identify one of the areas Honey Buzzards, a rare species in Northern 

England.  It soared and stooped on a number of occasions before disappearing from view – an excellent start for 

this visit to Yorkshire. 

 

We returned to the hotel where we met Steve and Ann who had travelled up by car and together we enjoyed an 

excellent meal in the hotel restaurant. Peter gave an illustrated talk about the area and the possible sightings to be 

had before we all retired to bed, wondering what our visit to the coast would bring the next day. 

 

Day 2 Wednesday 26th June 

Bempton, Flamborough, Filey, Scarborough and Wykeham Forest 

Sunny start with cloud building then a bright afternoon with a fresh wind 

Three of the group met for a pre-breakfast visit to another viewpoint in the forest where the highlight was a 

party of Red Crossbills stripping cones from one of the pines. 
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After breakfast we loaded the minibus and headed south east towards Flamborough Head and the seabird cliffs 

of Bempton. As we followed the chalk escarpment and crossed over towards the coast, Peter explained the 

scenery, topography and ecology of the area before arriving at the Bempton RSPB reserve. It is difficult to put 

into words the feeling as we arrived at the first viewpoint.  Most senses were hit: the smell of the guano; the 

noise of the many species sharing the ledges and the sight of thousands of seabirds.  During the next two plus 

hours we watched squabbling Common Guillemots, affectionate Razorbills and Kittiwake and most peoples 

favourites the cute almost shy Puffins. The ever increasing Gannet populations were clinging to what seemed 

minute ledges on the cliffs and a party of immature birds were sat on the grass top near Jubilee Point, offering 

each other grass plucked from the cliff or sword fencing with their bills, in an effort to pair-bond.  

 

It was difficult to drag ourselves away from this most photogenic area, however it was time to travel further 

down the headland to Flamborough Lighthouse, where we had lunch in the café and visited the cliffs to see a 

great array of Northern Marsh Orchids and see Shags, Cormorants and Auks all passing the point. 

 

Heading back north we called into Filey Dams Nature Reserve, which appeared relatively quiet but a quick 

phone call received had us driving up to the Country Park in Filey where we witnessed a small ‘twitch’ of local 

birders, as a rare North American male Surf Scoter had joined some Common Scoter in the bay.  We saw it 

almost immediately and then walked the length of Carr Naze to check the cliff side and the flat expanse of rock 

called Filey Brigg.  Meadow Pipits & Sand Martins were busily feeding newly fledged young and small groups of 

Oystercatchers loafed on the shoreline. Some migrating Curlew passed by the Brigg, but the Surf Scoter was 

always the centre of attention. 

 

With the wind increasing, we took the coast road from Filey, through Scarborough where Peter explained about 

the land marks before arriving back at the hotel in time to freshen up for dinner. After dinner we went back into 

the forest to a clear-felled area where as the light faded and the bird sound (Robins, Song Thrush and Blackbirds) 

faded, the first of a number of roding Woodcock flew over grunting and squeaking and then the main star, albeit 

for a brief showing was a male European Nightjar which flew in front of us calling and wing clapping before 

sitting low and churring.  A fine end to a fantastic day! 

Day 3 Thursday 27th June 

North York Moors National Park 

After a sunny start, cloud began to build and light rain after lunch 

No pre-breakfast walk this morning so we set off after breakfast and headed inland towards Pickering and then 

north into the North York Moors National Park following the course of the railway. We drove through rich 

farming areas before crossing onto wheeldale moor where we made a number of stops at streams and on heather 

moorland. These stops produced good sighting of Whinchats, European Golden Plover and Red Grouse all 

indicative of this habitat. The latter were seen with young at various stages of development. Cotton Grass waved 

in the cooling wind and the occasional large day flying Emperor Moth passed over the landscape. 

 

Having spent the morning on the moors we dropped down into the village of Goathland, which to our surprise 

was heaving with visitors, all here to see the village made famous as the setting for TV’s ‘Heartbeat’ drama.   
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We made use of the facilities and ate our packed lunch before leaving; passing Goathland Station used in the first 

Harry Potter film as Hogwarts Station and travelled into the eastern side of the moors. We stopped in the 

shadow of Fylingdales radar and had a walk in the Yorkshire Wildlife Trusts Fen Bog Nature Reserve. By now 

there was rain in the air and a cooling wind, which made our search for butterflies and insect harder. We did 

succeed in seeing Small Heath and Copper and found a Beautiful Yellow Underwing (Anarta myrtilli) moth (one 

of the moorland day flyers) but Pearl-bordered Fritillaries eluded us. 

 

As the rain increased we continued south, travelling through the great expanse of Dalby Forest, checking two 

streams for Dipper and then along the Troutsdale Valley where we stopped to view from the opposite side to the 

raptor view point we had used on Tuesday. Wind and rain eased then restarted and no raptors in sight so 

unanimously the decision was rain stopped play and an early finish (5pm) back at the hotel. Another lovely 

dinner, bed followed, hoping for a good final morning… 

Day 4 Friday 28th June 

Forge Valley & Departure 

When we gathered for breakfast the weather turned and the rain started.  Having completed our checklist and 

finalised the tour details, Peter took the group to Filey Dams Nature Reserve where we made good use of the 

two hides in the damp conditions. Local group members were on hand to point out some of the species that 

could be seen. The Barn Owl we had seen briefly on Wednesday was still roosting in the bushes outside the nest 

box and Peter explained there were probably three growing young in the box plus one of the parents. Two Grey 

Herons stalked food in the shallows and a Red Fox was seen wondering down the side of the reserve and at one 

point was ‘eyeing-up’ the younger of the herons. Tree Sparrows were busy in most of the boxes and Sedge 

Warbler and Common Whitethroat were busy collecting food for fledged young. 

 

Steve and Ann said their goodbyes at the Dams and prepared for their drive home, whilst the rest of us paid a 

brief visit to the Country Park where we had refreshments from the café and a sample of the fresh Yorkshire 

Curd Tart that Sheila had kindly bought from the Farmer’s Market. 

 

Dropping the rest of the group at the railway station for their journey home, everyone agreed it had been a 

successful and rewarding few days on the Yorkshire Coast and Moors, where not only the wildlife was sampled 

but also scenery and a particular Yorkshire way of life and welcome. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

 

Red Fox ‘eyeing-up’ a Grey Heron at Filey Dams 
Courtesy of Mike Day 

Surf Scoter with Common Scoter 
Courtesy of Ian Robinson 

Beautiful Yellow Underwing by Peter Dunn 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 

1 Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus scotica     10   

2 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 1       

3 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus   2  1 

4 Greylag Goose Anser anser       1 

5 Canada Goose Branta canadensis   5     

6 Mute Swan Cygnus olor   2   2 

7 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos      

8 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca       3 

9 Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata   1     

10 Common Scoter Melanitta nigra   7     

11 Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis        

12 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   2   2 

13 European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis        

14 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo        

15 European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 1       

16 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 1       

17 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus     3   

18 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus       

19 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra       

20 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus   9     

21 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus        

22 European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria     5   

23 Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola   2     

24 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata   2 3   

25 Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla        

26 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus        

27 European Herring Gull Larus argentatus     

28 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus       1 

29 Common Guillemot Uria aalge        

30 Razorbill Alca torda        

31 Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica        

32 Feral Pigeon Columba livia 'feral'     

33 Stock Dove Columba oenas 1       

34 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus     

35 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto      

36 Western Barn Owl Tyto alba   1   1 

37 Tawny Owl Strix aluco   H     

38 European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus   1     

39 Common Swift Apus apus     

40 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius     1   

41 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica     

42 Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula      

43 Rook Corvus frugilegus      

44 Carrion Crow Corvus corone     

45 Coal Tit Periparus ater       

46 Great Tit Parus major   H  

47 Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus      1 
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 

48 Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis       

49 Sand Martin Riparia riparia        

50 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica      

51 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum        

52 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus    3   

53 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  H H 1 

54 Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 1   H   

55 Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis   1 H   

56 Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes   H H 1 

57 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris      

58 Common Blackbird Turdus merula     

59 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos   H    

60 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus     1   

61 European Robin Erithacus rubecula   H H   

62 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus     H   

63 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra        

64 House Sparrow Passer domesticus      

65 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus       

66 Dunnock Prunella modularis        

67 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba     1   

  Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii   1 4   

68 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis      

69 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 1      

70 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs H     

71 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris        

72 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina      

73 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra   8     

74 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus 4       

75 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella   1 2   

76 Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus   1 2 1 

Mammals 

European Hare,  Lepus europaeus European Rabbit,  Oryctolagus cuniculus 

Red Fox,  Vulpes vulpes  

Other taxa 

Small Copper,  Lycaena phlaeas Red Admiral,  Vanessa atalanta 

Painted Lady,  Vanessa cardui Small Heath,  Coenonympha pamphilus 

Emperor Moth,  Saturnia pavonia Beautiful Yellow Underwing,  Anarta myrtilli 

Adder,  Vipera berus  

Notable Plants 

Cuckooflower,  Cardamine pratensis Bell Heather,  Erica cinerea 

Common Cotton-grass,  Eriophorum angustifolium Yellow Iris,  Iris psuedocorus 

Common Fragrant Orchid,  Gymnadenia conopsea Common Spotted Orchid,  Dactylorhiza fuchsii 

Northern Marsh Orchid,  Dactylorhiza purpurella  

 


