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Tour Participants: Geoff Dobbs (leader) with seven Naturetrek clients 

Introduction 

After sunny weather the weekend prior to the tour, the forecast for the week was not promising, with rain 

expected on both the full days. The arrival day was pleasant and the group took advantage and went straight out 

to the forest. On the second day, although it rained all day on the moors and at the hotel, the group avoided this 

as the weather front was to the north of the cliffs at Bempton and Flamborough, which provided the expected 

spectacle of seabirds galore. On day three the group started in the valleys while the low cloud over the tops 

gradually lifted, and Fen Bog was thoroughly examined in the afternoon. However, with temperatures constantly 

remaining at or below 13°C, insect activity was limited, although one Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary was briefly 

seen, joining the hardier Ringlets. Blue sky appeared on the final morning, and the group decided it would be a 

good idea to try for Honey Buzzard, which duly obliged just after 10am. 

 

All of the regular seabirds were present at Bempton, but Puffins were particularly obliging at Flamborough. A 

surprise find was seeing two early-returning adult Mediterranean Gulls on a school field at Holbeck in 

Scarborough on our way back to the hotel, and Mandarin Duck in Troutsdale was a checklist write-in. Red 

Grouse, Goshawk, Stonechat, Whinchat, Spotted Flycatcher, Grey Wagtail and Dipper were all seen. 

Day 1 Monday 3rd July 

Most of the group arrived at Scarborough railway station just before 3pm and we all met up at the Downe Arms 

Hotel in Wykeham by 3.45pm. It was decided that before dinner a trip to Wykeham Forest would be a good idea 

to take advantage of the sunny weather, and a drinking pool was ‘staked out’. The first birds to visit were some 

smart Linnets, which were to become the talisman birds of the tour, seen at every site. These were followed by 

Yellowhammers and a Bullfinch. A Garden Warbler was feeding young close by and occasionally scolding, and 

both Chiffchaff and Wren were singing. A Goshawk put in a brief appearance over the nearby forest and a 

couple of Crossbills flew over. On the way back to the hotel we stopped by a dry stone wall to watch a Pied 

Wagtail feeding young.  

 

After dinner, Geoff gave an illustrated talk on the areas to be visited in the next few days. 

Day 2 Tuesday 4th July 

Around the hotel car park two Blackcaps were competing in song and a number of Swifts chased overhead. 

 

After breakfast we headed to Bempton, one of the RSPB’s flagship reserves in Yorkshire. The weather was 

overcast with a freshening south-easterly wind, but these conditions were much better than the rain to the north. 

On our way to the viewpoints we stopped to look at Whitethroats singing in the low hedges and parachuting 

Meadow Pipits. The cliffs held surprisingly large numbers of Puffins and good numbers of Razorbills. Many of 

the male Guillemots had left the cliffs with their chicks and were on the sea, leaving the females on the cliffs. 

One ‘Bridled’ Guillemot was picked out from the crowd. Some Kittiwakes had almost fully fledged young still on 

the nest, but others had young chicks and two were still guarding eggs. A Great Black-backed Gull was seen 

eating a dead Kittiwake chick on the sea that had perhaps fallen from its nest. Gannets proved to be one of the 
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most popular birds, with many birds flying past the cliff top. Some were gathering a beak-full of vegetation as 

part of mutual bonding and for extra nest material. Others had plump white fluffy young with black bills and 

faces. The raucous calls of Gannets intermixed with the caterwauling Kittiwakes and some guttural noises from 

the Razorbills to create a great atmosphere. A few parties of Shags flew past the cliff, and small numbers of 

Fulmars impressed with their effortless albatross-like soaring flight. We walked along to look at where the 

previous week’s Black-browed Albatross had been sitting, but alas it was now back in Germany. We had a good 

look at the abundant Tree Sparrows on the way back to the visitor centre where we took our lunch before 

heading to Flamborough. 

 

The wind had increased so we took a short walk past the lighthouse and found a couple of Stonechats by the 

path. A number of Puffins were standing or waddling by their burrows giving close views. Thousands of auks 

were streaming north, returning from fishing expeditions to Bempton. We also marvelled at the young Herring 

Gulls beating their wings in anticipation of flight, and wondered why some Puffins had chosen to nest so close 

to the gull colony on the stack. A nice stand of Northern Marsh Orchids was found on the cliffs before we 

headed back to the car park, where a male Pied Wagtail was busy feeding a hungry juvenile. 

 

We called in briefly at North Landing where a Rock Pipit was searching the seaweed on the beach and more 

Northern Marsh Orchids were found. We then called at Filey Dams Nature Reserve in increasingly gloomy 

conditions, making some botanical observations at the dragonfly pond. Here we watched plenty of birds with 

their young: Little Grebe, Moorhen, Coot, Tufted Duck and Mallard, and we also recorded Teal, Grey Heron 

and Reed Warbler. 

 

We ended the day by taking the coast road through a thoroughly wet Scarborough, looking at some of the 

landmarks such as the harbour and castle. As we entered Scarborough we spotted two adult Mediterranean Gulls 

on a school field. We arrived back at the hotel by 6pm, in time to freshen up before dinner and completing the 

checklist. 

Day 3 Wednesday 5th July 

The day dawned with very low cloud not much higher than the roof of the hotel. It was decided to reverse the 

planned itinerary and start in the lower valleys, heading to higher ground later in the day when the forecast was 

to brighten up. 

 

We headed first to the glacial overflow channel of Forge Valley, where the River Derwent had carved a deep 

valley when its route to the sea was blocked by ice. The bird feeders initially were alive with Grey Squirrel, 

Chaffinch and Great and Blue Tits, but after a short wait the hoped-for Marsh Tit and Nuthatch obliged with 

close views. We then continued towards Troutsdale to try for Dipper at Hilla Green. Unfortunately they had 

already finished nesting, but a Kingfisher was seen before we has stopped the minibus and two more flew from a 

probable nesting bank along the river. A Mandarin Duck surprised us when it flew out and over from the nearby 

ox-bow lake and a Sparrowhawk shot past us through the woods.  

 

With cloud covering the raptor viewpoint as we passed below, we headed for the valleys of Dalby Forest. Little 

Grebes were feeding young on a small lake, a Jay was briefly seen and Willow Warblers foraged in the lakeside 
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scrub. At 11.45am we arrived at the Visitor Centre and while most opted for an early lunch, a Dipper was found 

on the nearby river. Unfortunately, within minutes it was flushed by a swarm of schoolchildren. 

 

Leaving Dalby Forest we turned north along the Whitby road, past the triangular Fylingdales Early Warning 

Station to stop at Fen Bog Nature Reserve, where on a sunny day Large Heath and Small Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary butterflies can easily be seen; but the conditions were cold and damp. Nevertheless, during a brighter 

spell during an unexpectedly prolonged sojourn at this site, one fritillary was sighted. Whilst looking for the 

butterflies a family of Spotted Flycatchers was discovered and, on our way down to the bog, a family of 

Stonechats was seen. With perfect timing, the North York Moors steam train appeared tooting away (the 

Hogwarts’ Express from the Harry Potter films). 

 

Some mechanical problems prolonged our stay at Fen Bog but the group made best use of their time at this 

unique site, recording some interesting botanical species including Round-leaved Sundew, Bog Asphodel, Bog 

Myrtle and Heath Spotted Orchid. Before we left, Red Grouse, Buzzard, Curlew and Whinchat had been added 

to the bird list.  

 

After a late dinner back at the hotel a small but intrepid group sallied forth in search of Nightjars. Their display 

had finished but one flew through the headlights on an impromptu night safari, and a Woodcock called briefly. 

Day 4 Thursday 6th July 

On our last morning we awoke to see some blue sky. There was a yellow warning for floods and thunderstorms 

for the afternoon: this meant the weather was definitely warmer! After a brief discussion over breakfast, everyone 

agreed that the chance of seeing a European Honey Buzzard would be a fine ending to the holiday. As it 

probably hadn’t flown that week, the chances looked promising, so we headed to the raptor viewpoint, arriving 

at 9.40am. A Common Buzzard was soon found which augured well. Red Admirals were feeding on the 

brambles, a couple of Crossbills flew over and a smart Bullfinch perched up nicely. Shortly after the predicted 

10.10am a beautiful pale male Honey Buzzard appeared to our left, circling slowly upwards for almost ten 

minutes before it disappeared into the clouds. More than satisfied, we headed back to the minibus, where nearby 

a hidden Tree Pipit was singing.  

 

We doubled back to descend into Troutsdale where a Grey Wagtail on the road was flushed by a car. After a 

short stop at the Dipper site, where Mandarin Duck was again noted, the group took lunch and some fine coffee 

on the sunny lawns of the Everley House café while one group member was dropped off in Scarborough for an 

early train.  

 

After a pleasant and relaxing lunch, where we recalled some of the wildlife and adventures of the week, we said 

our goodbyes before returning to the hotel for those who had travelled by car, and before dropping others off at 

Scarborough station for their mid-afternoon train.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      July 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser        

2 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis        

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos       

4 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca        

5 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula       

6 Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata       

7 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa        

8 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus     

9 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis        

10 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       

11 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea        

12 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus        

13 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis        

14 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus        

15 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus       

16 Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis        

17 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo      

18 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus       

19 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra        

20 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus        

21 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus        

22 Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola        

23 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago        

24 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata       

25 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus        

26 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla        

27 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus        

28 Common (Mew) Gull  Larus canus        

29 Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus        

30 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus        

31 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus     

32 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus        

33 Common Guillemot (Murre)  Uria aalge        

34 Razorbill  Alca torda        

35 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica        

36 Rock Dove  Columba livia        

37 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     

38 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto       

39 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis        

40 European Nightjar  Caprimulgus europaeus        

41 Common Swift  Apus apus     

42 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus       

43 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius        

44 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica      

45 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula     

46 Rook  Corvus frugilegus     

47 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone     
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 

48 Coal Tit  Periparus ater      

49 Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris      

50 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus      

51 Great Tit  Parus major        

52 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis      

53 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica     

54 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum      

55 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus     

56 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita     

57 Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus        

58 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla     

59 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin       

60 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis       

61 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus       

62 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     

63 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea        

64 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris      

65 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula     

66 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos     

67 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata        

68 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula       

69 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra        

70 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola       

71 White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus        

72 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     

73 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus        

74 Dunnock  Prunella modularis        

75 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea        

76 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrelli     

77 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis       

78 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis       

79 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus        

80 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs     

81 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula     

82 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris       

83 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina     

84 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea       

85 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra       

86 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis      

87 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus       

88 Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra        

89 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella       

90 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus        

Mammals           

1  Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis        

2 Common Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus       

3 Vole sp.          

Butterflies           

1 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta       
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      July 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 

2 Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus      

3 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene       

4 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina        

Moths           

1 Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet Zygaena lonicerae        

Plants           

1 Wild Carrot Daucus carota        

2 Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis    

3 Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii  
 

  

4 Northern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella        

5 Heath Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza maculata        

6 Bog Asphodel Narthecium ossifragum        

7 Bog Myrtle Myrica gale        

8 Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundifoloia        

9 Marsh Bedstraw Galium palustre        

10 Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile        

11 Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus        

12 Cranesbill Geranium maculatum        

13 Tufted Forget-me-not Myosotis laxa        

14 Agrimony Agrimonia eupatroria        

15 Wavy Hairgrass Deschampsia flexuosa        

16 Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus flammula        

Bumblebees           

1 White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum        

2 Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidarius        

3 Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris        

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

Group at Fen Bog Nature Reserve 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

