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Tour Leader:    Marcus John   Naturetrek Naturalist 

 

Participants:    Mary Cruickshank 

Michael Fell 

Moira Fell 

David Hall 

Susie Hall 

Gloria Percy 

Derek Pitt 

Emma Shipley 

Janet Spens 

Alison Uren 

Introduction 

We enjoyed a very successful week staying in a self-contained accommodation centre in Glenborrodale, close to 

the shore of Loch Sunart on the stunning Ardnamurchan Peninsula. Daily excursions by minibus allowed us to 

explore all the key wildlife sites across the peninsula. An all-day boat trip took us across the Sea of the Hebrides, 

where we watched White-tailed Eagles off Mull and had excellent views of seals in the Cairns of Coll. During the 

week we saw a wide range of mammals including Pine Marten, Red Deer, Red Fox and Harbour Porpoise plus 

many species of birds. However, the highlight of the week had to be the exceptional views of Otters feeding 

close in to shore. 

Day 1 Saturday 2nd August 

Glasgow - Loch Lomond – Glen Coe - Corran Ferry - Glenborrodale 

We met in Glasgow on a very wet day but we didn’t mind as we spent the entire afternoon on the long drive to 

Ardnamurchan. After driving past Loch Lomond and enjoying refreshments at the Green Welly in Tyndrum, we 

drove the length of Glen Coe - considered one of the most spectacular and beautiful places in Scotland. Soon 

after, we crossed Loch Linnhe at Corran Ferry (where Black Guillemots breed) and continued through Strontian, 

along Loch Sunart to the Glenborrodale Centre. 

 

After a welcome dinner, we met together in the sitting room to consider the itinerary for the following day and 

to discuss our targets for the week. Above all, we hoped for an improvement in the weather! 

 

Throughout the holiday, the Glenborrodale Centre itself provided opportunities for seeking out wildlife; we had 

night-time visits from inquisitive Red Deer and a Tawny Owl was heard calling on several occasions. Good 

numbers of common birds visited our feeding station where we put out peanuts and seeds every day. And best 

of all, we had visits from our local Pine Martens. 
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Day 2 Sunday 3rd August 

Mingary Pier - Ardnamurchan Point - Kilchoan - Swordle Bay. Night Drive with Hamza 

Before breakfast, we took an early morning walk down to Glenborrodale Bay where we found a flock of 11 

Greenshank, flying around and calling noisily in the early sunshine. We spent the rest of the day exploring the 

western peninsula; we drove along the stunning shoreline and around the bulk of Ben Hiant to Ardnamurchan 

Point (the most westerly place in mainland Britain).  

 

Thundery rain gave way to a fine, calm morning and, after a brief stop at Mingarry Pier, we headed out to 

Ardnamurchan Point. Calm seas allowed us excellent views of seabirds including Gannet, Manx Shearwater and 

Common Guillemot. Best of all, we had prolonged views of a group of four Harbour Porpoise. 

 

By the time we had returned to Kilchoan, the showery rain had restarted, so we ate our lunch in the minibus 

whilst Marcus scanned in vain for Otter. In a change to the planned itinerary, we decided to take advantage of an 

open day at the archaeological dig at Swordle. This sheltered valley, behind the beach, has been inhabited since 

the Stone Age and is the site of the only Viking boat burial to be found on the British mainland. There is a 

timeless quality to this place, a beautiful beach sheltered by rocky outcrops with views across to the isles of 

Muck, Eigg and Rhum. 

 

We were treated to a fascinating talk from the lead professor on the history of human habitation from the Stone 

Age to the highland clearances. Nearby, we had close views of a male Hen Harrier as it flew quickly past, and 

also found a more obliging flock of Twite. 

 

In the evening, we set out on our night safari with wildlife cameraman Hamza Yassin. Despite the heavy rain, we 

had close views of lots of Red Deer, including some magnificent stags. Other mammals seen in the spotlight 

included Hedgehog, mice and voles but best of all, we watched a young Red Fox walk right up to the minibus 

when “squeaked” by Hamza. 

Day 3 Monday 4th August 

Sanna Bay - Camas nan Geall - Nadurra Centre - Glenborrodale Bay 

After another full Scottish breakfast, we spent the spent the morning in beautiful Sanna Bay, in the north-west of 

the peninsula. The wide, white sands, grassy dunes and craggy ridges create a very special atmosphere. Despite 

the wet weather, everyone appreciated the stunning scenery. The presence of a dozen or so holiday-makers 

meant that new birds were limited to Ringed Plover, Rock Pipit, Skylark and Stonechat. Thankfully, the rain 

cleared by lunchtime and we were able to sit out amongst the Harebells and Grass of Parnassus. On the drive 

back, we all enjoyed the spectacular landscape, where concentric rings of rock (hundreds of feet high) are the 

remnants of volcanic upwelling at the time of the formation of the Atlantic Ocean. 

 

We spent an hour looking for raptors at Camas nan Geall, which overlooks the eastern flank of Ben Hiant. Our 

patience was rewarded with distant views of White-tailed Eagle. After a brief visit to the Nadurra natural history 

centre we returned to Glenborrodale, where some of us took a walk down to Aperitif Point. The calls of feeding 

terns as they flew across the still waters of the bay were an evocative sound in the tranquil landscape. 
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After dinner, we all returned to Nadurra to wait for the Pine Martens that sometimes come to feed in the 

evening, but our luck was out. However, on our return to Glenborrodale, Marcus put out some food and we 

glimpsed a young Pine Marten running close by. This certainly whetted our appetite! 

Day 4 Tuesday 5th August 

Boat trip to the Cairns of Coll 

After breakfast we went straight to Laga Bay to meet our skipper Tom (and his dog Dexter) and to assess the 

weather for our day at sea. The winds were forecast to pick up in the afternoon, so it seemed unlikely that we 

would get out to Muck. We decided to head across to Mull, then out to the Cairns of Coll for lunch, when we 

would make a decision based on weather conditions at that time. 

 

We headed down sheltered Loch Sunart, enjoying views of Ardnamurchan from a very different perspective. 

After welcome mugs of tea and coffee, we headed across to Bloody Bay on the north shores of Mull. Here we 

had exhilarating views of a young White-tailed Eagle, the undoubted highlight of the day!  

 

We had lunch in the beautiful Cairns of Coll, where we enjoyed close views of dozens of Harbour Seals, joined 

by the occasional Grey Seal. Terns flew around us as we explored the beautiful white sand beaches on one of the 

islets, where the flora was dominated by Wild Angelica. The afternoon was spent in search of cetaceans but the 

only sighting was of a breaching Basking Shark. This was particularly noteworthy because it is very unusual 

behaviour for this species. 

 

We returned to Laga Bay having greatly enjoyed our day at sea. On the way back we had seen a good range of 

seabirds close to the boat, and we avoided the worst of the weather! 

Day 5 Wednesday 6th August 

Isle of Carna - Glenborrodale Castle - Acharacle - Garbh Eilean 

The day started with an early morning walk down to Glenborrodale Bay where, along with the usual double 

figure of herons, there were three Harbour Porpoises swimming slowly past the mouth of the bay. 

 

We returned to Laga to board the “Laurenca” again for our trip around the island of Carna with Andy Jackson. 

Unfortunately, the weather let us down and light rain quickly intensified into a torrential downpour. We 

persevered and searched right around the island and into Loch Teacuis. We did find two Otters but only a few of 

us had very brief views. However, everyone enjoyed seeing a summer-plumaged Red-throated Diver, plus many 

Harbour Seals and hundreds of Arctic and Common Terns. 

 

After lunch back at the Centre, we spent the afternoon dodging more heavy downpours whilst visiting 

Acharacle, on the shores of Loch Shiel, and the hide at Garbh Eilean. Although the weather was against us, we 

did find the only Treecreeper and Sparrowhawk of the trip!  

 

The Pine Marten again returned to the food Marcus put out at the back of the centre. Those that stayed up late 

(or rose very early) had wonderful views of a species that is normally shy and elusive. 
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Day 6 Thursday 7th August 

Kilchoan - Camas Fearna - Port na Croisg.  Night drive to Achateny 

As our focus today was on Otters, we started in Kilchoan Bay where a female was seen regularly last year. Sadly, 

however, we discovered that she had been killed by a car in April, though another female is likely to have taken 

over the territory by now. However, Kilchoan was busy with people and boats, so we drove back to Port na 

Croisg. After diligent scanning, we found two Otters feeding off the farthest point of the bay. They soon moved 

around to the west and out of sight. We drove straight round to the next bay of Camas Fearna and waited. The 

Otters soon reappeared, and worked their way closer until they were less than 100 metres away; we watched 

them for over 30 minutes. They were actively feeding amongst shoals of silver fish that were being pushed close 

to shore by Mackerel. Eventually, one Otter caught a large Mackerel and climbed out for a few minutes, giving 

wonderful views. For most, this was the undoubted highlight of our week. 

 

After a celebratory coffee in the Nadurra Centre, half the group went for a walk through the RSPB 

Glenborrodale reserve, where a Dark Green Fritillary showed well amongst the numerous Peacock butterflies. 

The rest of us went to Camas nan Geall to look for raptors, and were rewarded with distant views of Golden 

Eagles over Ben Hiant. 

 

After dinner, we set out on another night drive to Achateny. We saw many Red Deer and another very obliging 

young Red Fox but the Wildcats again eluded us! 

Day 7 Friday 8th August 

Kentra Moss - Castle Tioram - Loch Shiel - Camas Fearna - Port na Croisg 

After another excellent breakfast, we set off to explore the north-east part of the peninsula, driving over Kentra 

Moss to Kentra Bay. The raised bog and extensive sand offer very contrasting habitats to the rest of 

Ardnamurchan.  After seeing the “Monster Midge” at Ardtoe, we returned to the River Shiel and on to Castle 

Tioram, the ancestral seat of the Clanranald, strategically placed at the head of Loch Moidart and the Shiel River. 

Unfortunately, heavy rain persisted throughout the morning and wildlife watching was very difficult. We made a 

strategic decision to retreat to the lovely community cafe in Acharacle, where we enjoyed the great coffee and 

home-made cakes! 

 

We returned west during the afternoon and re-visited the bays where we had seen Otters earlier in the week. 

However, the heavy rain continued, so we made a visit to the Nadurra Centre and the “Living Building”, which 

is home to a number of species including Long-eared Bats, Field Voles and Barn Swallows. The well-placed bird 

feeders attract good numbers of birds, and we had close views of Siskin. 

Day 8 Saturday 9th August 

Corran Ferry - Glencoe - Loch Lomond - Glasgow 

After our last big breakfast, we returned to Glasgow via the Corran ferry and Glen Coe. It had been a successful 

week despite the mixed weather!  The highlights included protracted views of Otter and Pine Marten and the 

magnificent White-tailed Eagle on Mull. As a group, we enjoyed each other’s company and benefitted from 
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differing areas of expertise. The friendly service provided by the staff throughout our stay also added to our 

enjoyment. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Mammals ( = recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

 
  

 
August 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus   1             

2 Shrew sp     1             

3 Pipistrelle bat sp                 

4 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   1       1     

5 Pine Marten Martes martes   1 1 1 1 1     

6 Otter Lutra lutra         2 2     

7 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina   6 c100   30 3 2   

8 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus     2           

9 Red Deer Cervus elaphus          

10 Bank Vole Microtus agrestis   1         1   

11 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus   1       1     

12 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   5     3 4     

Birds                   

1 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata       1 2 1     

2 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis       c10         

3 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   c20   c50         

4 Northern Gannet  Sula bassana   6 2 c50         

5 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo              

6 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis            

7 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea         

8 Greylag Goose  Anser anser             

9 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos               

10 Shoveler Anas clypeata   1             

11 Greater Scaup Aythya marila             6   

12 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator         6   5   

13 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla     1 1     1   

14 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus   1             

15 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   3 4   2 2 4   

16 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos           1     

17 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus         2       

18 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus             1   

19 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus     2           

20 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus          

21 Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     2           

22 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago   3             

23 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata       1   1 1   

24 Common Redshank Tringa totanus            

25 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   11   2   1     

26 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   2 3 1     6   

27 Common Gull  Larus canus         

28 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus         

29 Herring Gull  Larus argentatus         
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August 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

30 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii               

31 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus             

32 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla              

33 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo              

34 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea           

35 Common Guillemot  Uria aalge   c10   c20         

36 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle   1   2         

37 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica       1         

38 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'                

39 Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus                

40 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto               

41 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco   H H H   H     

42 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia             

43 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica rustica            

44 House Martin  Delichon urbica             

45 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis         

46 Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   1             

47 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea       1         

48 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrelli         

49 Northern Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes               

50 Dunnock  Prunella modularis               

51 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos                

52 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus               

53 Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula             

54 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula           

55 Common Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus     2           

56 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe              

57 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus               

58 Great Tit Parus major             

59 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus          

60 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris         1       

61 Common Magpie Pica pica               

62 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix           

63 Common Raven  Corvus corax   1 1 1   1     

64 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   c20             

65 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus            

66 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs          

67 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis               

68 Eurasian Siskin  Carduelis spinus   5       6     

69 Twite  Carduelis flavirostris   19             

70 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella   1             

Butterflies                   

 
Green-veined White Pieris napi   1     1       

 
Small White Pieris rapae           1     

 
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta       2         
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August 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 
Peacock Inachis io   2             

 
Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja           1     

 
Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops   c10 c30   6 1     

 
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina   c20 c10           

Amphibians                   

 
Common Toad Bufo bufo               

 
Common Frog Rana temporaria                

Marine                   

 
Turbot Scophthalmus maximus         1       

 
Herring Clupea harengus                 

 
Mackerel Scomber scombrus                

 
Sprat Sprattus sprattus                

 
Moon Jellyfish Aurelia aurita                

 
Lion's Mane Jellyfish Cyanea capillata                

Plants 

Grass-of-Parnassus,  Parnassia palustris Devil’s-bit Scabious,  Succisa pratensis 

Common Valerian,  Valeriana officinalis Harebell,  Campanula rotundifolia 

Selfheal,  Prunella vulgaris Common Eyebright,  Euphrasia nemorosa 

Wild Thyme,  Thymus polytrichus Tormentil,  Potentilla erecta 

Bell Heather,  Erica cinerea Heather or Ling,  Calluna vulgaris 

Cross-leaved Heath,  Erica tetralix Sneezewort,  Achillea ptarmica 

Yarrow,  Achillea millefolium Bog Asphodel,  Narthecium osssifragum 

Common Ragwort,  Senecio jacobaea Common Knapweed,  Centaurea nigra 

Foxglove,  Digitalis purpurea Rosebay Willowherb,  Chamerion angustifolium 

Great Willowherb,  Epilobium hirsutum Common Cow-wheat,  Melampyrum pratense 

Common Cottongrass,  Eriophorum angustifolium Heath Spotted Orchid,  Dactylorhiza maculata 

Marsh Orchid,  Dactylorhiza sp. Bedstraws (various),  Galium (various) 

Purple Loosestrife,  Lythrum salicaria Scentless Mayweed,  Tripleurospermum inodorum 

Pineapple Weed,  Matricaria discoidea Meadowsweet,  Filipendula ulmaria 

Creeping Thistle,  Cirsium arvense Spear Thistle,  Cirsium vulgare 

Marsh Thistle,  Cirsium palustre Blackberry,  Rubus fruticosus agg. 

English Stonecrop,  Sedum anglicum Lesser Spearwort,  Ranunculus flammula 

Wild Carrot,  Daucus carota Yellow Iris,  Iris pseudacorus 

Thrift or Sea Pink,  Armeria maritima Creeping Cinquefoil,  Potentilla reptans 

Silverweed,  Potentilla anserina Milkwort,  Polygala vulgaris 

Germander Speedwell,  Veronica chamaedrys Heath Speedwell,  Veronica officinalis 

Hedge Bindweed,  Calystegia sepium Bilberry or Blaeberry,  Vaccinium myrtillus 

Cat’s-ear,  Hypochaeris radicata Honeysuckle,  Lonicera periclymenum 

Perforate St John’s Wort,  Hypericum perforatum Gorse,  Ulex europaeus 

Wood Sorrel,  Oxalis acetosella Wood Sage,  Teucrium scorodonia 

Lesser Stitchwort,  Stellaria graminea Fairy Flax,  Linum catharticum 

Dove’s-foot Cranesbill,  Geranium molle Herb-Robert,  Geranium robertianum 
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Ivy-leaved Toadflax,  Cymbalaria muralis Daisy,  Bellis perennis 

Enchanter’s Nightshade,  Circaea lutetiana Common Lady’s-mantle,  Alchemilla vulgaris 

Rhododendron,  Rhododendron ponticum Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil,  Lotus corniculatus 

Lesser Hawkbit,  Leontodon saxitilis Mouse-eared Hawkweed,  Pilosella officinarum 

Common Hemp-nettle,  Galeopsis tetrahit Bluebell,  Hyacinthoides non-scripta 

Yellow Loosestrife,  Lysimachia vulgaris Yellow Pimpernel,  Lysimachia nemorum 

Lesser Trefoil,  Trifolium dubium Yellow Rattle,  Rhinanthus minor 

Meadow Vetchling,  Lathyrus pratensis Sea Rocket,  Cakile maritima 

Sea Aster,  Aster tripolium Common Butterwort,  Pinguicula vulgaris 

Meadow Buttercup,  Ranunculus acris Creeping Buttercup,  Ranunculus repens 

Ox-eye Daisy,  Leucanthemum vulgare Forget-me-not,  Myosotis sp. 

Water Mint,  Mentha aquatica Marsh Woundwort,  Stachys palustris 

Bog Myrtle,  Myrica gale Gipsywort,  Lycopus europaeus 

Sanicle,  Sanicula europaea Wild Angelica,  Angelica sylvestris 

Montbretia,  Crocosmia x crocosmiliflora  

 


