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Bryan Collett 
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Dave Lewis 

Marilyn Lewis 

Pauline Shaw 

Keith Summersby 

Adrian Wright 

Pat Wright 

Tom Wright 

Introduction 

We enjoyed a very successful week staying in a self-contained accommodation centre in Glenborrodale, close to 

the shore of Loch Sunart on the stunning Ardnamurchan Peninsula. Daily excursions by minibus allowed us to 

explore all the key wildlife sites across the peninsula. An all-day boat trip took us across the Sea of the Hebrides, 

where we watched White-tailed Eagles off Mull and had excellent views of seals in the Cairns of Coll. During the 

week, we saw a varied range of wildlife including Roe and Red Deer, Bottle-nosed Dolphin, Harbour Porpoise, 

Golden Eagle, Merlin and Peregrine, plus many other species of birds. We watched an Otter feeding from a 

vantage point on the Isle of Carna, a unique wildlife sanctuary. However, the highlight of the week had to be the 

exceptional views of Pine Martens visiting the feeding station outside our centre window 

Day 1 Sunday 10th August 

Glasgow - Loch Lomond – Glen Coe - Corran Ferry - Glenborrodale 

We met in Glasgow on a wet and windy day, and set off on the long drive to Ardnamurchan. After driving past 

Loch Lomond and enjoying refreshments at the Green Welly in Tyndrum, we drove the length of Glen Coe - 

considered one of the most spectacular and beautiful places in Scotland. Soon after, we crossed Loch Linnhe at 

Corran Ferry (where Black Guillemots breed) and continued through Strontian, along Loch Sunart, to 

Glenborrodale. 

 

After a welcome dinner, we met together in the sitting room to consider the itinerary for the following day and 

to discuss our targets for the week. Above all, we hoped for an improvement in the weather! 

 

Throughout the holiday, the Glenborrodale Centre itself provided opportunities for seeking out wildlife; we had 

night-time visits from inquisitive Red Deer, and a Tawny Owl was heard and seen on several occasions. Good 

numbers of common birds visited our feeding station, where we put out peanuts and seeds every day. Best of all, 

there were Pine Martens! 
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Day 2 Monday 11th August 

Mingary Pier - Kilchoan - Ardnamurchan Point - Camas nan Geall - Camas Fearna 

Most of us enjoyed a walk through the woods to Glenborrodale Bay, before tackling our first full Scottish 

breakfast.  The weather was variable: a mixture of blustery showers and some clear spells.  

 

We journeyed west to Ardnamurchan Point via Mingary Pier and Kilchoan. The lighthouse provides an excellent 

viewpoint and looking out to sea, we saw a range of birds including Northern Fulmar, Manx Shearwater, 

Northern Gannet and best of all, at least one Sooty Shearwater. The tea rooms also offered welcome 

refreshments! 

 

In the afternoon we drove back past the impressive Ben Hiant, looking for raptors from the minibus and then 

from Camas nan Geall watch point. We were rewarded with views of both Hen Harrier and Golden Eagle, 

though the latter was somewhat distant. Not for the last time, we benefitted from Jane’s sharp eye for raptors! 

We had our first look for Otters at Port na Croisg and Camas Fearna bays but without luck. On the other hand, 

we found Common Sandpiper and Common Greenshank, and had good views of the resident Harbour 

Porpoise, which we were to see several times during the holiday.  

 

In the evening, we set out on our night safari with wildlife cameraman Hamza Yassin. Despite some rain, we had 

close up views of Red Deer, including some impressive stags, and a young Red Fox. Most memorably, Hamza 

found both Tawny and Short-eared Owls.  

Day 3 Tuesday 12th August 

Sanna Bay - Camas Fearna - Port na Croisg - Glenmore Bay 

After another hearty breakfast, we set off to visit Sanna Bay. The weather was a mix of cloud, heavy showers but 

also prolonged dry spells. Sanna Bay is in the north-west of the peninsula; the wide, white sands, grassy dunes 

and craggy ridges create a very special atmosphere. Though the range of birds was limited, we spent a very 

enjoyable couple of hours combing the beach for other wildlife; it was a pleasure to have time to explore rock 

pools, and to discover the smaller creatures that live within. We found Shore and Edible Crabs, Pipefish, Sand 

Eel, Blenny and Lion’s Mane Jellyfish, amongst other species. On the drive back from Sanna to Kilchoan, we all 

enjoyed the spectacular landscape, where concentric rings of rock (hundreds of feet high) are the remnants of 

volcanic upwelling at the time of the formation of the Atlantic Ocean. 

 

The bays between Glenborrodale and Ben Hiant are the home territory for a female Otter and her well-grown 

cub, and so we spent the afternoon searching each bay in turn, but to no avail. However, we did see more 

Harbour Porpoise and a Grey Seal. The views across Loch Sunart were eye-catching in the ever-changing light. 

 

In the evening, we stayed up to wait for the Pine Martens to return to food placed out behind the centre. Marcus 

had also put up a red peanut bag for the birds and, to our delight, this was quickly found by an inquisitive Pine 

Marten, who performed gymnastics in order to extract the nuts!  
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Day 4 Wednesday 13th August 

Glenmore Bay - Kilchoan - Port na Croisg - Camas Fearna - Mingary Castle 

The weather showed a real improvement and the day was fine and dry, though rather breezy. Before breakfast, a 

few of us headed down to the boat-shed on Glenmore Bay to see if any Otters had been attracted to the fish we 

had placed on the end of the black jetty. Although we found only spraints, our early start was rewarded when a 

superb White-tailed Eagle flew across the bay, presumably one of the birds from Mull. 

 

During the morning we returned to Port na Croisg and Camas Fearna, as the rising tide was ideal for seeking out 

Otters. Despite determined scanning of every nook and cranny, we only saw more Harbour Porpoise and 

Harbour Seal. We stopped for a lunch break at Kilchoan Community Centre, where Tom discovered two 

Common Lizards basking in the sunshine - an excellent find. In the afternoon, we enjoyed a walk along the 

picturesque coastline around Mingary Castle (though the castle itself was covered in scaffolding because it is 

being refurbished as luxury accommodation).  

 

When we returned to Glenborrodale, some of us went off to walk around the woods and down to the bay. 

During the week, these walks certainly boosted the bird list, and we often enjoyed close views of Red Deer. 

 

After another delicious dinner, Keith improvised a new peanut feeder that dangled over a log right in front of 

the lounge window. This proved irresistible to the Pine Martens, whilst we watched from the comfort of our 

sitting room. 

Day 5 Thursday 14th August 

Boat trip to the Cairns of Coll 

The day again dawned fine, warm and dry as we set off on the “Laurenca” for our day at sea. Our skipper, Tom, 

and his trusty dog, Dexter, first took us west along scenic Loch Sunart. After an hour or so, we paused for tea 

and coffee and watched dozens of seals hauled out on skerries in the middle of the loch. Also on view were 

groups of the resident Harbour Porpoise and two Red-throated Divers in fine summer plumage. 

 

Next we sailed across the Sound of Mull to Bloody Bay, where we all enjoyed great views of a pair of White-

tailed Eagles. These majestic raptors are Britain’s largest bird of prey. We then set off across the open sea to the 

rocky islets of the Cairns of Coll. We tied up to enjoy lunch on board, as seals watched us from the turquoise 

water and terns flew calling overhead. 

 

The wind was forecast to increase, and so we decided to forego Muck and instead sailed east to Ardnamurchan 

Point. Although we did not find any cetaceans, we did enjoy great views of Fulmar, Manx Shearwater, Gannet 

and Kittiwake. Some of us even saw a diminutive Storm Petrel. In the early evening, we returned to Laga Bay 

feeling tired, slightly sun-burnt, but very happy after a memorable day on the Sea of the Hebrides. This was 

certainly one of the highlights of the holiday! 
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Day 6 Friday 15th August 

Mingary - Acharacle - Kentra Moss - Castle Tioram - Garbh Eilean  

We started the day with an early drive to Mingary, in order to find and photograph Red Deer stags. The mature 

males only visit the lower valleys during the night, before returning to the hill tops each morning, so an early start 

is essential. 

 

After another excellent breakfast, we set off to explore the north-east part of the peninsula, driving over Kentra 

Moss to Kentra Bay. The raised bog and extensive sand offer very contrasting habitats to the rest of 

Ardnamurchan.  After photographing the “Monster Midge” at Ardtoe, we returned to the River Shiel and on to 

Castle Tioram, the ancestral seat of the Clanranald, strategically placed at the head of Loch Moidart and the Shiel 

River. 

 

A visit to the excellent hide at Garbh Eilean gave us more good views of about 40 Harbour Seals and we added 

both Red-breasted Merganser and Little Grebe to the bird list. 

 

After dinner, we set off on an extra night drive to Achateny. The Wildcats once again eluded us but we did flush 

a Common Snipe from the side of the road, and saw our only Hedgehog of the trip; in fact, we narrowly avoided 

running it over! 

 

The dry and warm weather helped Elspeth to identify four species of Hoverfly; she certainly motivated everyone 

to learn more about this intriguing group of insects. 

Day 7 Saturday 16th August 

Isle of Carna - Glenborrodale Castle - Swordle 

We returned to Laga Bay to once more board the “Laurenca”, but this time with Andy Jackson (Tom’s father), 

who was to be our guide on the Isle of Carna. The windy, showery weather did not dampen our enthusiasm as 

we made the short crossing. Once on the island, we walked through boggy ground and heather until we reached 

a vantage point, from where we could scan the narrow stretch of water between Carna and Morvern (on the 

mainland). Conditions were not ideal as it was close to high tide but, after a patient wait, a lone Otter swam into 

view. We watched it feeding for about ten minutes, before it finally swam away behind a rocky headland. At last 

we had found an Otter, and Marcus could breathe a sigh of relief! 

 

We sailed right around Carna on the way back, getting close views of about 30 Harbour Seals. A group of 

cetaceans surfaced between the boat and the island, which Marcus quickly identified as Bottle-nosed Dolphins. 

As we watched them swim closer, a group of Harbour Porpoise also appeared; it was a truly memorable 

morning! 

 

Our final afternoon was spent visiting Swordle. This sheltered valley is on the north coast and sits behind a white 

sand beach. It has been inhabited since the Stone Age and is the site of the only Viking boat burial to be found 

on the British mainland. There is a timeless quality to this place, a beautiful beach sheltered by rocky outcrops 

with views across to the isles of Muck, Eigg and Rhum. 
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Here we had an amazing encounter with four species of raptor. A Buzzard was hanging in the breeze over a 

rocky outcrop, where it was repeatedly attacked by a juvenile Peregrine Falcon, affording us excellent views. A 

Kestrel then put in an appearance as we made our way down to Swordle Bay. Finally, as we walked back up, a 

Merlin flew fast and low along the valley, past the farmhouse.  

 

In the late evening, some of us joined Jane to seek out bats; she found four different species during the week, 

and we all enjoyed learning about the identification of this special group of mammals. 

Day 8 Sunday 17th August 

After our last big breakfast, we returned to Glasgow via the Corran ferry and Glen Coe. It had been a very 

successful week, which certainly ended on a high! Apart from the Otter on Carna, other highlights included the 

White-tailed Eagles and the amazing views of Pine Martens. As a group, we greatly enjoyed each other’s 

company and we benefitted from differing areas of knowledge. The friendly service provided by the staff 

throughout our stay also added to our enjoyment. Above all, we had enjoyed the wild scenery and remoteness of 

the Ardnamurchan peninsula. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Mammals ( = recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

   
August 

 
Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

1 European Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus           1     

2 Water Shrew Neomis fodiens         1       

3 Brown Long-eared Bat Plecotus auritus                

4 Noctule Bat Nyctalus noctula                

5 Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus              

6 Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus                

7 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   1             

8 Pine Marten Martes martes   2 2 2         

9 Otter Lutra lutra             1   

10 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina   5   2 c100 c40 c30   

11 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus     1   6       

12 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus   1 3           

13 Red Deer Cervus elaphus   c100 4 40 12 40 50   

14 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus   2   2         

15 Bank Vole Microtus agrestis   1             

16 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus       1 1   1   

17 Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus     1           

18 Northern Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata   1             

19 Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus             5   

20 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   4 3 12 12       

Birds 

         1 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata         2       

2 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis           2     

3 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis               

4 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus               

5 Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus   1             

6 European Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus         1       

7 Northern Gannet  Sula bassana            

8 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo           

9 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis          

10 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea          

11 Greylag Goose  Anser anser           

12 Canada Goose Branta canadensis              

13 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos             

14 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula               

15 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator           2     

16 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla       1 2       

17 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus   1             

18 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   c10 5 c10 2 5 3   

19 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos   1             

20 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus       1     1   

21 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus     1 2     1   
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August 

 
Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

22 Merlin Falco columbarius              1   

23 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus             1   

24 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus               

25 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus          

26 Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   2             

27 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago           1     

28 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata           

29 Common Redshank Tringa totanus               

30 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia            

31 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos              

32 Great Skua Stercorarius skua     1           

33 Common Gull  Larus canus              

34 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus            

35 Herring Gull  Larus argentatus           

36 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii            

37 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus               

38 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla              

39 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo             

40 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea             

41 Common Guillemot  Uria aalge                

42 Razorbill Alca torda                

43 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle              

44 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'                

45 Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus               

46 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto              

47 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco H 1 1   H H     

48 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major              

49 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia               

50 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica rustica           

51 House Martin  Delichon urbica           

52 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis           

53 Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus              

54 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea             

55 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii           

56 Northern Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes               

57 Dunnock  Prunella modularis             

58 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos              

59 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus     3           

60 Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula           

61 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula           

62 Common Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus             

63 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe              

64 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata       2         

65 Goldcrest Regulus regulus               

66 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   H             

67 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita       2         

68 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla               

69 Great Tit Parus major                 

70 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus           

71 Great Tit Parus major           

72 Coal Tit Periparus ater             



Scotland's Mammals & Highlights of the Highlands Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     November 14 3 
 

   
August 

 
Common name Scientific name 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

73 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus              

74 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris              

75 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius           1     

76 Common Magpie Pica pica               

77 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix          

78 Common Raven  Corvus corax           

79 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris              

80 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus            

81 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs           

82 Greenfinch Chloris chloris     1           

83 Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret             

84 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis             

85 Eurasian Siskin  Carduelis spinus               

86 Twite  Carduelis flavirostris   c10             

87 Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina               

88 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula            

89 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella               

Butterflies 

Small White,  Pieris rapae Red Admiral,  Vanessa atalanta Small Tortoiseshell,  Aglais urticae 

Peacock,  Inachis io Scotch Argus,  Erebia aethiops  

Amphibians 

Common Toad,  Bufo bufo Common Frog,  Rana temporaria Common Lizard,  Lacerta vivipara 

Marine 

Lion's Mane Jellyfish,  Cyanea capillata Greater Pipe Fish,  Syngnathus acus 

Blenny sp,    Sand Eel sp,    

Mackerel,  Scomber scombrus Sprat,  Sprattus sprattus 

Brown Trout,  Salmo trutta  

Crustaceans 

Shore Crab,  Carcinus maenas Edible Crab,  Cancer pagurus  

Insects 

Highland Darter, Sympetrum striolatum nigriscens 

Hoverflies,  

Episyrphis balteatus Melanostoma scalere Eristalis arbustorum 

Eristalis pertinax   

Bees 

White-tailed Bumblebee,  Bombus lucorum Common Carder Bumblebee,  Bombus pascuorum 

 


