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Tour Participants:  Marcus John (leader) with 10 Naturetrek clients 

Introduction  

We had a hugely enjoyable week in Ardnamurchan with multiple sightings of iconic species, often close to our 

comfortable base in the Glenborrodale Centre. Pine Martens came to visit us on three consecutive evenings and 

up to three Otters were seen together in nearby Glenborrodale Bay, surely one of the most beautiful settings in 

the entire highlands. We spent a memorable day on board the ‘Laurenca’ in Lochs Sunart and Teacuis, with 

captivating scenery and home to good numbers of Harbour Porpoise. We visited sites across the peninsular, 

often pausing to scan for wildlife, and when the rain came down, stopping at some excellent cafes! The avian 

highlight of the whole tour was watching a pair of displaying White-tailed Eagles as they grappled talons, directly 

overhead! 

Day 1 Saturday 1st August 

We met in Glasgow and set off on the long drive to Ardnamurchan. After enjoying views of Loch Lomond and 

refreshments at the Green Wellyboot in Tyndrum, we drove the length of Glen Coe, considered one of the most 

spectacular and beautiful places in Scotland. Soon after we crossed Loch Linnhe at Corran Ferry (where Black 

Guillemots breed), continuing through Strontian and along Loch Sunart to Glenborrodale. 

 

We arrived at the Glenborrodale Centre in the early evening. After a delicious dinner cooked by Jane, we met 

together in the sitting room to consider the itinerary for the following day and to discuss our targets for the 

week.  

 

Throughout the holiday, the Glenborrodale Centre itself provided opportunities for seeking out wildlife: we had 

regular visits from inquisitive Red Foxes and Red Deer, and a Tawny Owl could be heard calling. The number of 

birds at our feeding station rapidly increased as we put out peanuts, seeds and dried meal-worms every day. 

Day 2 Sunday 2nd August 

We took our first walk down to Glenborrodale Bay before breakfast, where we watched noisy Common Terns as 

they fed and displayed on islands in the mouth of the bay. We returned to enjoy our first breakfast with Jane, 

who provided a choice of everything from creamy porridge to a full cooked breakfast. 

 

After breakfast we set off in the minibus to drive west towards Ardnamurchan Point, stopping first at the 

dramatic viewpoint of Camas Nan Geall. After a few minutes, we saw two pairs of White-tailed Eagles; the 

adults showing their white tails as they banked in the sunshine. As we drove on past Loch Mudle, a pair of sub-

adult eagles appeared over the road, probably one of the pairs we had just seen. We pulled over and climbed out 

in time to watch them in synchronised flight as they mirrored each other’s movements. Then they began to 

grapple their talons together, tumbling around in the sky. They repeated this behaviour several times – an 

extraordinary sight! On a much smaller scale, we also found three beautiful Golden-ringed Dragonflies in a 

sheltered spot above the loch – a good place for insects when the sun is shining! 
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At the wild and windswept Ardnamurchan Point, we had a good look at a Grey Seal in the bay below the 

lighthouse as Gannets and other seabirds swept past, mostly at some distance. We enjoyed coffee and cakes in 

the lovely café before driving back to Kilchoan pier. We saw a few more Gannets before the rain set in and we 

returned to the minibus to eat our packed lunch! 

 

In the afternoon, we drove back past Glenborrodale and on to the hide at Garbh Eilean. This lovely oak 

structure is a wonderful place to spend an hour on a wet afternoon. We enjoyed watching several Harbour Seals, 

but were much more excited to see an Otter which swam across open water, occasionally diving for fish. It was 

somewhat distant but we were glad to have had our first sighting of this iconic mammal. 

Day 3 Monday 3rd August 

We spent the whole day on board the ‘Laurenca’ with our skipper, Andy Jackson and Tig, his Black Labrador. 

Andy has an unrivalled knowledge of the waters and marine wildlife around Ardnamurchan. Unfortunately, it 

was a windy day and Andy decided that a voyage across the Sea of the Hebrides was not practical, so we spent 

our day exploring Loch Sunart and the little-known Loch Teacuis.  

 

We travelled the entire length of Loch Sunart and across to Bloody Bay on Mull, before returning around the 

small islands and through the narrow entrance to Loch Teacuis. As well as eating lunch on board the boat, we 

also appreciated the tea and coffee that Andy served.  At times, we sailed close to large groups of Harbour or 

Common Seals, often lying out on low rocks and skerries, adopting the ‘banana’ posture that is so typical of this 

species. Better still, we saw a dozen Harbour Porpoise; beautiful little cetaceans that are resident in Scottish 

waters. The ecology of this species is still not well understood but the population in Loch Sunart appears to be 

thriving. 

 

We had good views of a range of marine bird species including 40 Manx Shearwaters, 25 Northern Gannets, 20 

European Shags and three Red-breasted Mergansers. There were literally hundreds of Common Terns, as well as 

a few Common Guillemots and Razorbills. We thoroughly enjoyed the day and greatly appreciated Andy’s local 

knowledge. 

Day 4 Tuesday 4th August 

Our pre-breakfast walk to the bay was productive as we saw Little Grebe, Curlew, Redshank and Greenshank. 

There was a strong wind that was to be a feature of the day, making wildlife watching quite challenging! 

 

After another delicious breakfast we visited Swordle, on the northern shore of the peninsular. Nowadays, this 

consists of a farm and a handful of cottages but was a thriving township before the clearances. In fact, there have 

been significant settlements here since the Stone Age and it is the focus of a long-term archaeological study. We 

could make out the turf-covered remains of a large Bronze Age burial structure and close to Swordle Bay we 

found the site of a Viking ship burial, still marked out with the original stones (the artefacts have been removed 

and were exhibited in the British Museum). The bay itself has a sandy beach between low rocks and has a lovely 

view towards the small isles of Rum, Muck and Eigg. 
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As we drove back around Loch Mudle, we had brief views of a female Hen Harrier and saw our first Fallow 

Deer, standing under cover of trees. We visited the excellent Nadurra Nature Centre before returning to our base 

for lunch. In the afternoon, we set off east for Castle Tioram, taking a detour across Kentra Moss and to Ardtoe. 

The sun came out as we walked along the tidal causeway and back across the wide beach. We stopped to admire 

a pair of Stonechats and a very confiding Rock Pipit, enabling us to appreciate the differences between this 

species and the similar Meadow Pipit. 

 

We were enjoying a cup of tea back at Glenborrodale Centre when a beautiful young Red Fox walked into view, 

feeding on the nuts put out for the Pine Martens! However, we replenished the food and were rewarded later 

that evening with our first Pine Marten. 

Day 5 Wednesday 5th August 

Early morning offers the best chance to see Red Deer stags because they spend most of the daylight hours at 

high level during the stalking season. A group of us set off at 6am and were rewarded with four large males, 

including a 12 point ‘Royal’ stag. On our return journey we saw a lovely Roe Deer buck, which ran across a lawn 

and over the road. 

 

We spent the main part of the morning looking for Otters in the bays of Port Na Croisg, Camas Fearna and 

Kilchoan. As we drove along the road past the first of these bays, we saw a male Otter feeding close to shore. 

We stopped to watch him swimming in with a large Spider Crab in his mouth before he was lost from view.  

 

We spent the afternoon once again in the company of Andy Jackson, who took us to visit the island of Carna, 

which has just three cottages and no permanent residents. Here we enjoyed the serenity of this special place, 

where so few people ever visit. One group walked up the heathery slopes with Andy whilst the rest stayed near 

the jetty with Marcus. Despite the steady rain, both groups had Otter sightings, with a total of three animals seen 

feeding in shallow water. Carna must be one of the best places in Britain to see Otters and it was with some 

reluctance that we left this tranquil isle. 

 

After another of Jane’s hearty dinners, we were again visited by a Pine Marten, which spent several minutes just 

outside our sitting room window, giving us close views of this beautiful animal. 

Day 6 Thursday 6th August 

The pre-breakfast walks down to Glenborrodale Bay are a highlight of this tour because there is always 

something to see in the sheltered waters and around the shore. We walked along the private path to Aperitif 

Point in warm sunshine, where we soon found two Otters. We felt privileged as one of them came close to the 

viewpoint where we stood, swimming around and diving into flat calm water. It was a truly memorable few 

minutes! 

 

We headed out west again to visit Sanna Bay, which regularly features in lists of the most beautiful beaches in 

Britain. The white sands, smooth granite rocks and turquoise water are an enchanting combination, even with 

inclement weather! Waders included single Ringed Plover and Dunlin, whilst a Sparrowhawk flew across the 
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rocky ridge behind the bay. An interesting range of wildflowers in the dunes included numerous Harebells and 

Grass of Parnassus. 

 

After dinner we headed out in the minibus for a night drive to Achateny. We drove through the best areas for 

Wildcat but were not lucky enough to see this rarest of British mammals. However, we did find several large 

stags close to the road and had good views of a hunting Barn Owl. Later on, a Pine Marten visited the Centre for 

the third night in a row. 

Day 7 Friday 7th August 

We rose early to check the moth trap and found a good range of interesting moths, the most striking sight being 

a dozen Lesser Swallow Prominents. Perhaps the most beautiful was the Large Emerald, every bit as impressive 

as any butterfly! 

 

We began our last full day in Ardnamurchan with a visit to the raptor watchpoint at Camas Nan Geall. The view 

of Ben Hiant and the horseshoe bay below was impressive in the bright sunlight. Lots of Ravens and Buzzards 

flew together above the ridges. We continued on to Ardnamurchan Point, where two Grey Seals showed up in 

the rocky bay. The usual Gannets and Guillemots were joined by two beautiful Red-throated Divers. There was 

an intriguing sighting of a cetacean that may well have been a Minke Whale. After an hour of looking out to sea, 

we again visited the tea-rooms and then ate our packed lunch outside, enjoying the superb view. 

 

Back in Kilchoan, we visited a craft shop, from where we picked out a flock of smart Rock Doves. These are the 

wild birds from which town pigeons are descended; the north-west coast of Scotland is the last place in Britain 

where genuine wild birds can be encountered. On our return journey we stopped above Loch Mudle, at the place 

where we had previously seen Golden-ringed Dragonflies. Another of this species was joined by three Scotch 

Argus butterflies, our only sighting of the trip. 

 

We finished the day with a visit to the deer park, above our centre in Glenborrodale. We saw several beautiful 

Fallow and Pere David Deer, including impressive stags. A flock of beautifully marked feral goats fed on the 

hillside, and in the valley we saw an adult Red Fox. 

Day 8 Saturday 8th August 

After our last big breakfast served by the ever-cheerful Jane, we returned to Glasgow via the Corran ferry and 

Glencoe. Despite road closures, everyone eventually caught their trains and flights home.  

 

It had been a successful week, the highlights being the close views of Otter and Pine Marten, as well as the talon-

grappling White-tailed Eagles! The whole group greatly appreciated the wonderful wildlife that Ardnamurchan 

has to offer and we thoroughly enjoyed each other’s company. The service provided by Faye and the quality of 

the food throughout our stay are well worth mention. The accommodation was clean and comfortable, we were 

made to feel truly welcome, and Jane ensured that every meal was superb! 
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Species Lists 

Mammals (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only; S/O=single observer; L/O = Leader Only) 

      August 

  Scientific name Common name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Otter Lutra lutra   1     4 2 1   

2 Pine Marten Martes martes       1 1 1     

3 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus         1 1     

4 Fallow Deer Dama dama       1         

5 Red Deer Cervus elaphus       80 28 80 60   

6 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes     2 1     2   

7 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena     12           

8 Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata             S/O   

9 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina   3 100   2 1     

10 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus   1         2   

11 Field Vole Microtus agrestis         1 3     

Birds                   

1 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata           2     

2 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     1 1         

3 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus 20 30             

4 European Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus           2     

5 Northern Gannet  Sula bassana 9 25 2   12 7     

6 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 1 2 1 1 1       

7 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   20   2 4 10     

8 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea          

9 Greylag Goose  Anser anser 14   10 10 30 20     

10 Canada Goose Branta canadensis     10   10       

11 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos            

12 Goosander Mergus merganser L/O               

13 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator   3 1           

14 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla 4 1             

15 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus cyaneus     1     1     

16 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 3 2 3 2 6 12     

17 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     1   3 1     

18 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 2   1   4       

19 Merlin  Falco columbarius           L/O     

20 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus 12 30 40 12 20 6     

21 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   1     1       

22 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata     5   1       

23 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus     2           

24 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   5 2   4       

25 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos       L/O         

26 Dunlin  Calidris alpina         1       

27 Common Gull  Larus canus            

28 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus          

29 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus          

30 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii              
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      August 

  Scientific name Common name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

31 Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus           

32 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla               

33 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo 20 200 10 10 12 3     

34 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea   1             

35 Common Guillemot  Uria aalge 2 6       6     

36 Razorbill  Alca torda   2             

37 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle                 

38 Rock Dove  Columba livia           9     

39 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'                

40 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto         1 2     

41 Barn Owl Tyto alba         1       

42 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco H     H H       

43 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major L/O               

44 Common Skylark  Alauda arvensis         1       

45 Common Sand Martin  Riparia riparia     2   6 2     

46 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica            

47 Common House Martin  Delichon urbica              

48 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis          

49 Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus     1 6         

50 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1               

51 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii          

52 Northern Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 2   H H         

53 White-fronted Dipper Cinclus cinclus         2       

54 Dunnock  Prunella modularis         1       

55 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos 3               

56 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 12         1     

57 Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula 3   2 1 2 1     

58 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula 6 2 2 1 3 1     

59 Common Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus 1   2 1 10 4     

60 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe 2   1   3       

61 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata         1       

62 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus H         H     

63 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus         H       

64 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris         1       

65 Great Tit Parus major   1   1 1 1     

66 Coal Tit Periparus ater     1   1 1     

67 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus H     6 2 2     

68 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix 20 10 10 10 6 5     

69 Common Raven  Corvus corax 20   6 4 6 15     

70 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 10               

71 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 2   4 2 4 H     

72 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 6 2 6 6 15 15 3   

73 Lesser Redpoll  Acanthis (flammea) cabaret H     15 6       

74 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis     H 5 12 2     

75 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus     2   2 6     

76 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina     3 3 10       
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      August 

  Scientific name Common name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

77 Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula       L/O         

Other Taxa 

Slow Worm,  Anguis fragilis Common Toad,  Bufo bufo 

Moon Jellyfish,  Aurelia aurita Golden-ringed Dragonfly,  Cordulegaster boltonii 

Common Carder Bee,  Bombus pascuorum White-tailed Bumblebee,  Bombus lucorum 

Hoverfly sp. x2,    Meadow Brown,  Maniola jurtina 

Scotch Argus,  Erebia aethiops Speckled Wood,  Pararge aegeria 

Large White,  Pieris brassicae  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

