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Tour participants: Marcus John (leader) with 10 Naturetrek clients  

Summary 

We enjoyed a successful week in Ardnamurchan with sightings of several iconic species, despite very wet weather 

that persisted for four days! Pine Martens came to visit us on six separate occasions and we had two close 

encounters with White-tailed Eagles. We had three trips on board the “Laurenca”, in the company of skipper 

Andy Jackson and his Black Labrador, Tag. We ventured across to Bloody Bay on the Isle of Mull, visited 

remote Loch Teacuis and appreciated the unspoilt beauty of the Isle of Carna, where everyone saw a dog Otter 

from the boat. Back on land, we visited a variety of sites across the entire peninsular, often pausing to scan for 

wildlife and when the rain came down, stopping at some excellent cafes! One of the features of our time in 

Ardnamurchan were close encounters with family groups of Harbour Porpoise, a beautiful little cetacean that is 

resident in Loch Sunart. The sight of dozens of Red Deer on the open hillsides was another regular feature of 

our time in Ardnamurchan. The combination of exciting wildlife and superb scenery will live long in the 

memory. 

Day 1 Tuesday 9th August 

Glasgow - Glen Coe - Corran Ferry - Glenborrodale 

We met in Glasgow and set off on the long drive to Ardnamurchan. After enjoying views of Loch Lomond and 

refreshments at the Green Welly Boot in Tyndrum, we drove the length of Glen Coe, considered one of the 

most spectacular and beautiful places in Scotland. Soon after, we crossed Loch Linnhe at Corran Ferry (where 

Black Guillemots breed) and continued through Strontian, along Loch Sunart to Glenborrodale. The roads were 

clear and we made the journey in just under four hours! 

 

After a delicious dinner, we sat in the living room and watched as several Red Deer fed on the grass outside. 

Then at 10:30pm, two Pine Martens appeared. First an adult repeatedly ran in and took peanut butter sandwiches 

behind a nearby wheelbarrow. Eventually, a well-grown youngster emerged and they both climbed onto the 

tables and fed together for several minutes. A wonderful start to the tour! 

Day 2 Wednesday 10th August 

Ardnamurchan Point - Ockle - Kilmory 

We rose early for a pre-breakfast walk in dry conditions with just a light wind. The water was quite still as we 

looked across Glenborrodale Bay from our vantage point below the castle. Despite careful scanning, we could 

not find any Otters, though we enjoyed watching several Grey Herons and Common Terns. 

 

The rain started in earnest as we set off for our drive out to Ardnamurchan Point. We stopped to scan the 

picturesque bays that lie between Glenborrodale and the raptor watch point at Camas Nan Geall. We were 

pleased to find a Common Sandpiper in Camas Fearna and several Lesser Redpolls were singing as they flew 

around the trees by the road. It was not the weather for raptors, though we did see a bedraggled Buzzard sat on a 

post by the road! 
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Ardnamurchan Point is a beautiful and remote place and looked especially wild under dark clouds. A light wind 

meant few seabirds, though we did enjoy good views of several adult and juvenile Kittiwakes. The cafe is situated 

in the old lighthouse-keeper stone cottages - hot drinks were very welcome! 

 

We returned to Glenborrodale to dry out our gear and eat lunch. Undeterred by the weather, we headed back out 

in the afternoon to drive to Ockle in search of deer. Once past the bulk of Ben Hiant, we soon found a good 

number of Red Deer in scattered groups across a hillside near Achateny. Although they were rather wary, we 

climbed out to enjoy prolonged views. After a few minutes, they were led away by the dominant female. We 

picked out one young male with good antlers, though still in velvet. We continued on to Ockle, then braved the 

rain to enjoy a short walk down to Kilmory beach, where we found five Ringed Plover and seven Dunlin running 

about and feeding on the wet sand. 

 

The rain persisted into the evening and the Pine Martens had not appeared before the last of us went to bed at 

11:30pm. However, Judy was up at 1:30am and watched a single Pine marten feeding for several minutes. 

Day 3 Thursday 11th August 

Acharacle - Castle Tioram - Kentra Moss - Garbh Eilean 

The rain was intermittent as we set off for a day around the eastern part of the Ardnamurchan Peninsula. We 

first stopped in Acharacle to look across the waters of Loch Shiel. It was now raining hard and a mixed flock of 

hirundines were feeding very low around the jetty: Swallows, House Martins and Sand Martins. Despite the 

weather, no ducks were visible!  

 

We went on to Castle Tioram, parking in the woodland beneath the cliffs, where scattered pines clung to the 

precipitous rocks. Oystercatchers and a solitary Curlew were feeding on the beach as the tide came in. We walked 

out across the causeway to the castle, where we could scan the outer reaches of the sea loch. A neat Goosander 

was feeding in the deeper water but few other birds were present. Everyone agreed that the rain and low cloud 

added a dramatic atmosphere to this classic highland scene.  

 

We drove across the raised peat bog of Kentra Moss then out to Arivegaig, where we saw our first Redshank of 

the tour.  Having got fairly wet, it was great to stop for excellent coffee and cakes in the community cafe in 

Acharacle.  

 

Next we headed east on the Strontian road, to visit the hide at Garbh Eilean. Here we ate our lunch whilst 

looking out across the islands that sit close to the shore of Loch Sunart. Several Common Seals were sat out in 

full view, whilst three more were feeding in a close channel. One young seal was "porpoising" - swimming fast 

and repeatedly leaping clear of the water as it pursued a fish. A Goosander swam past, giving good views through 

the scope. We spent a memorable hour in the hide, quietly enjoying the comings and goings of the animals and 

birds. Fair. As the rain was getting even heavier, we headed straight back to Glenborrodale Bunkhouse, where 

our lovely cook, Jane, provided fresh-baked cakes to enjoy with our hot drinks.  
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Day 4 Friday 12th August 

Loch Sunart - Carna - Loch Teacuis - Salen - Garbh Eilean 

 

We drove down to Laga Bay to rendezvous with Andy Jackson, the experienced skipper of the “Laurenca”. 

Unfortunately, the wet and windy weather prevented us from following our planned route across the Sea of the 

Hebrides. Instead, we spent most of the day exploring beautiful Loch Sunart, which is sheltered from the 

prevailing south westerly winds.  

 

The rain stopped and the cloud lifted as we headed across to the nearby island of Carna, where we soon came 

across a small group of Porpoise, quite easy to follow in the calm water. These shy cetaceans are resident in the 

loch and this was a typical family group, including a tiny calf. As we continued through a narrow channel, we 

spotted an Otter feeding just beyond a seaweed-covered reef. Andy tied up to a buoy as we watched the Otter 

making repeated dives, surfacing for just a few seconds at a time. All too soon, it swam out of sight. From its size 

and behaviour, we concluded that it was almost certainly an adult male. 

 

As we continued around Carna, Geraldine spotted a large bird flying along the mountainside - we quickly realised 

it was an immature White-tailed Eagle. Another White-tailed Eagle then appeared high in the sky but was soon 

lost to view. However, the original bird was being mobbed by Hooded Crows and flew low past the boat, 

affording exceptional views. As it flew higher, it attracted the attention of a Herring Gull, which looked quite 

small in comparison! 

 

We continued into Loch Teacuis, before returning back past Carna. A pair of acrobatic Ravens caught our 

attention and Andy suggested that they appeared to be mobbing something. We then realised that one of the 

White-tailed Eagles was now perched in a tree. It soon tired of being harassed by the Ravens and flew out of 

sight. We felt privileged to have enjoyed such extended views of this magnificent raptor.  

 

We sailed on up the loch to stop for hot drinks at Salen jetty, before continuing on to see the Common Seals 

around Garbh Eilean. On our return journey westwards, we found a pair of Red-throated Divers, still in 

breeding plumage - a great way to complete a memorable day. 

Day 5 Saturday 13th August 

Camas Nan Geall - Carna - Ockle 

After enjoying another hearty highland breakfast, we drove west to look for Otters in Port Na Croisg and Camas 

Fearna. Once again we were unlucky but enjoyed watching the family of Common Sandpipers that breed in 

Camas Fearna. 

 

This morning we were to join Andy again for a visit to the Isle of Carna. As we made the short crossing, he 

shared his intimate knowledge of this private island, now being developed as a nature reserve. The waters around 

the island already enjoy a high level of protection, partly due to the density of Otters. Once on Carna, we walked 

up through boggy ground and heather-clad boulders to a hill overlooking the straits where we had seen an Otter 

the previous day. Unfortunately, two boats sailed through in quick succession and no Otters appeared. So we 

joined Andy in a walk down to the shore, where he told us more about the history of Carna. Like so much of the 
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highlands, a thriving community had been cleared off the land by big landowners in the 18th and 19th centuries.  

 

We took the long way around the island on our way back, enjoying more close views of dozens of Common 

Seals and encountering the small family of Harbour Porpoises that live in this party of Loch Sunart. On 

occasion, they came so close that we could see and hear them exhale as they surfaced. 

 

At 10pm we set off on our night drive. It was a breezy and showery night as we drove the deserted road down to 

Ockle. We found a Roe Deer buck and then several big Red Deer stags, one right next to the road. Although the 

wildcats eluded us, it certainly gave us a different perspective on the wildlife of Ardnamurchan.  

Day 6 Sunday 14th August 

Loch Sunart - Mull - Swordle 

The weather had curtailed our boat trip on Friday, so Andy had offered to take us over to the Isle of Mull to 

look for the White-tailed Eagles that breed in Bloody Bay. Once again, we enjoyed close views of Common Seals 

and Harbour Porpoises as we sailed west through the calm waters of Loch Sunart. When we left the loch and 

entered the open sea, we started to see good numbers of seabirds. Gannets and Manx Shearwaters flew past, 

several groups of Common Guillemots sat on the sea and we also saw two Razorbills. It is interesting to note 

that for both Common Guillemots and Razorbills, it is the male who stays with the young bird for several weeks 

after fledging; all the birds we saw were males with single young.  

 

Despite a careful search of the coastline, we could not find any Eagles, so we paused for a cup of tea. As we 

relaxed, George spotted a large bird, which turned out to be an adult White-tailed Eagle. It perched in a tall 

conifer before flying out across the bay, in pursuit of a juvenile Great Black-backed Gull. We were impressed by 

its surprising agility as it repeatedly dived at the gull, presumably in an effort to steal food. It finally perched on a 

rocky ledge, close enough for photographs - an amazing encounter! 

 

Back on dry land, we spent the afternoon visiting Swordle Bay on the north east coast. The weather was finally 

brightening and we enjoyed our walk through the lush meadows where Corncrake breed. We first walked across 

to the area above the beach where regular excavations have revealed significant Bronze Age remains. Closer to 

the sea is the site of a Viking ship burial; the rocks used to support the small boat are all that remains of the 

historic find, though it is an evocative location. As we gazed out to sea, we realised there was a large raft of Manx 

Shearwaters on the calm water; we estimated a total of 400 birds. We also found a pair of Ringed Plover with a 

young chick on the shingle beach, along with the usual Rock Pipits.  

 

We finished our day with a drive up to the deer park, where we took time to admire the big Fallow stags and the 

rather prehistoric-looking Pere David deer. The latter is an endangered species that is being bred here as part of 

an international conservation effort.  

 

After dinner and a run through the checklist, some of us sat up to wait for the Pine Martens. These beautiful 

creatures are always fascinating to watch and the woods at Glenborrodale probably have the highest population 

density in the UK. We felt privileged to have had such close and protracted views throughout our stay.  
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Day 7 Monday 15th August 

Kilchoan - Sanna Bay - Glenmore 

After an early drive to look for Red Deer stags, we made our way back across west Ardnamurchan to visit the 

beach at Sanna Bay, close to Ardnamurchan Point. After a cloudy start, the skies cleared and we enjoyed warm 

sunshine throughout the afternoon - quite a contrast to the rest of the week! It was windy, however, so our first 

stop was the raptor watch point at Camas nan Geall. The only birds of prey that we saw were Common 

Buzzards but more interesting were the small passerines that flitted around the open woodland and grassy slopes. 

A small bird perched prominently on a low fence turned out to be our first Spotted Flycatcher; two more were 

feeding in the trees. Linnets and Goldfinches flew past, we found our first Common Whitethroat and a lovely 

pair of Yellowhammers sat just below our vantage point. 

 

The road to Sanna Bay crosses a very unusual geological phenomenon, known as a ring formation. At the time 

of the formation of the Atlantic Ocean, a volcanic upwelling left behind a huge crater with three concentric 

rings. These have persisted as circular, rocky ridges surrounding a flat sheltered plateau, with moorland 

vegetation. It offers great breeding habitat for open country birds and we found both Whinchat and Stonechat in 

this area. 

 

Although hidden away in this remote corner of the highlands, the white sand beach at Sanna has often featured 

in lists of the best beaches in the UK. It looked stunning in the bright sunshine, with blue skies and turquoise 

waters. We enjoyed a relaxed stroll through the dunes and across the wide beach with its smooth, black basalt 

rocks. We visited a local nature reserve where we found Frog Orchids and Bog Asphodel amongst a carpet of 

scarce Grass of Parnassus,  

 

During the afternoon we visited the Kilchoan ferry jetty, with a view across to Mingarry Castle, before returning 

along the coast towards Glenborrodale. As usual, we took time to scan the various bays and were finally 

rewarded when an Otter raised its head out of the water, only about 50 metres away. It surfaced once more but 

as we pulled over to get a better look, it completely disappeared! It had been very brief but we were glad to have 

had one last encounter with this iconic species. 

Day 8 Tuesday 16th August 

Corran Ferry - Glen Coe - Glasgow 

We set off immediately after breakfast for the long drive back to Glasgow. We were again lucky with the Corran 

Ferry, driving straight on just before it departed. We enjoyed views of Glen Coe and stopped again for a break in 

Tyndrum. We arrived back in Glasgow in plenty of time for everyone to catch their various trains and planes. 

 

It had been a successful week despite the wet weather. The undoubted highlights were the close views of Pine 

Marten and the chance to watch the majestic White-tailed Eagle at close quarters. Everyone appreciated the 

wildlife and scenery that Ardnamurchan has to offer and we greatly enjoyed each other’s company. The 

Glenborrodale Bunkhouse was welcoming and comfortable and Jane ensured that we ate very well throughout 

our stay. Ardnamurchan is a remote yet beautiful place that retains a real sense of wilderness; time spent here will 

live long in the memory. 
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

 
    August 

 
Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

1 Pipistrelle Bat species  Pipistrellus sp.             

2 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus         1       

3 Red Deer Cervus elaphus   90 3 7 50 30 70   

4 Pine Marten Martes martes 2   2 1 1 2 1   

5 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena       3 6 7     

6 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina     14 54 30 100 1   

7 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra       2     1   

8 House mouse Mus musculus   1 1     1     

 
Managed populations                   

9 Pere David Deer Elaphurus davidianus           11     

10 Fallow Deer Dama dama           12     

11 Wild Goat Capra aegagrus hircus   6     3       

Birds                   

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   11       37 53   

2 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis   19       20 50   

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos     4 2 1 1 13   

4 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima       30         

5 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser     3 6 1   1   

6 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata       2 1 1     

7 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus           400     

8 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   1     1   1   

9 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea         

10 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus       1 3 15 8   

11 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   5   10 15 30 20   

12 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 1 2 2 2 2 2 2   

13 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus         1       

14 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla       2   1 1   

15 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 1 1   2 1 3 6   

16 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus         

17 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   5       3     

18 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   H 10 3 12 2     

19 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 3 H     5       

20 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 1               

21 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus     2 1         

22 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   2     3 2 3   

23 Dunlin  Calidris alpina   7             

24 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla   6             

25 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus     3 2   3 20   

26 Common Gull  Larus canus           2 2   

27 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   1 2 2 2 6 3   

28 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus         

29 Little Tern Sternula albifrons           1     
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    August 

 
Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

30 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo            

31 Common Murre  Uria aalge           28     

32 Razorbill  Alca torda           2     

33 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle 1     1         

34 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus           15     

35 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major 1 1 2 1 1 H 1   

36 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus             1   

37 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   1 1 1 1 1     

38 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix         

39 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   2 2 3 12 10 12   

40 Coal Tit  Periparus ater          

41 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus          

42 Great Tit  Parus major          

43 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis             6   

44 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia               

45 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica          

46 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum           

47 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   1 1 H     H   

48 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita         1       

49 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis             1   

50 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     1 1 H   2   

51 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris           8     

52 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula     1 1         

53 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos         1   1   

54 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus         1       

55 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata             3   

56 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   1 1 1 2 3 2   

57 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra             1   

58 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   2         3   

59 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   1       1 1   

60 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus           1     

61 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   1       1     

62 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   1       4 4   

63 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii           

64 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis          

65 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus           1 1   

66 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs         

67 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula     H           

68 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris                

69 Twite  Linaria flavirostris         10       

70 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   10 6   7 6 6   

71 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea   4     10 8     

72 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis           2 8   

73 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella             2   
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Butterflies 

Large White,  Pieris brassicae Green-veined White,  Pieris napi 

Peacock,  Aglais io Scotch Argus,  Erebia aethiops 

Other insects 

Common Hawker,  Aeshna juncea Common Carder Bumblebee,  Bombus pascuorum 

Violet Ground Beetle,  Carabus violaceus  

Other fauna 

Common Toad,  Bufo bufo Common Frog,  Rana temporaria 

Lion's Mane Jellyfish,  Cyanea capillata Moon Jellyfish,  Aurelia aurita 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

