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Tour participants: Neil McMahon with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Thursday 17th August 

Our adventure began at 2pm as we gathered at Glasgow Central Station and left there at about 2.30pm with a 

rather late arrival at the airport for 3pm. All safely gathered together, we then travelled via the M8 and over the 

Erskine Bridge and on to Loch Lomond. Here we stopped for a comfort break and hot drink. 

 

A little touristy retail therapy was possible at the Green Welly Shop complex at Tyndrum, and as we approached 

Glencoe, the persistent rain stopped but it remained cool and dull. So our third brief stop was necessary to 

breathe in the atmospheric spores of this historic and very beautiful mountain pass. Next, we had a very quick 

look at the Red Squirrel feeding station at Glen Righ (Forestry Commission Scotland) woodland, but there was 

no sign of these stunning little tree mammals. We finally arrived at Glenborrodale at 7.41pm! The rooms were 

quickly allocated, and we were eating our well-deserved hot supper at the rather late time of 8.10pm. With a day 

of travelling under our belts and a briefing on the week’s events, and following an impromptu celebration of 

Jane’s Birthday with cakes and brownies, it was then off to bed! It rained heavily throughout the night, so any 

night drive would probably not have produced much in any event… 

Day 2 Friday 18th August 

Our first early morning walk commenced at 6.30am down to the lovely ‘Aperitif Point’ viewpoint. The midges 

quickly found us but so did a close Otter, which was making a peculiar snorting noise as it wallowed around in 

some seaweed. Wow - a fabulous start!  

 

Supporting birdlife included Greenshank, Grey Wagtail, Common Buzzard, Raven, Goldcrest and Treecreeper.  

We returned for breakfast at 8am, and at 8.50 we left Glenborrodale for nearby Laga Bay and set sail with Andy 

of Ardnamurchan Charters, on an intended journey out to the islands of Coll and Muck. The weather looked 

‘iffy’ as we set sail at 9.15am, not at all as forecast. The already choppy waters of Loch Sunart became very 

choppy and wallowing as we headed west, and with more pulses of rain, we decided to abandon the journey to 

the islands and instead spend time checking out the wildlife in the comparative calmer waters of the sea loch. 

However, these conditions and the concentration of fish in the loch ensured we saw lots of Manx Shearwaters, 

some Gannets and Kittiwakes, a few Common Terns and two Red-throated Divers, Harbour (Common) Seals 

and we had brief views of three Harbour Porpoises. There was no sign of the usual eagles at Bloody Bay and, 

with continuing rain, we decided to pay the picturesque harbour of Tobermory on Mull a visit. Here we had 

lunch and were able to check out the plentiful shops, museums and other facilities. 

 

During the afternoon, and with an improving weather situation, we sailed along the southern shore of Loch 

Sunart – and were rewarded with sustained views of three White-tailed Eagles and a Golden Eagle! Shags with 

nestlings were rather late in the season. 

 

From Tobermory, we headed around Loch Sunart in an anticlockwise direction, and found ourselves alongside 

the island of Carna. After some more cruising and wildlife-watching, we returned to Laga Bay and dry land at 

4.30pm. After a brief visit to the bunkhouse, we drove up    the slopes of Glenborrodale and increased our quota 
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of mammals for the day by finding some Red Deer and four Fallow Deer. More birds included two Sand Martins 

and a Grey Wagtail.   

 

We were back by 6pm at the comfortable bunkhouse, which was already feeling like home, and our 6.30pm hot 

meal was very welcome!   

 

After compiling our checklists, food was placed out in the hope of visiting Pine Martens, and despite 

experiencing some very wet weather during the day, everyone was in high spirits. The first item of wildlife visible 

from the sofa, in the evening gloom, was a Common Toad, showing well on the rear patio! A gathering group of 

eight Red Deer arrived and grazed the lawns and, at 10.30pm, a cracking, lithe and charismatic Pine Marten 

turned up for his jam sandwich and peanut butter!  So, despite challenging weather conditions, we had already 

succeeded in finding many of our target wildlife species and went to bed happy with our lot. I think that fatigue 

beat a desire to accomplish a night drive! 

Day 3 Saturday 19th August 

At 6.30am, we took the minibus down to Loch Sunart, driving a little way towards Kilchoan. We were rewarded 

with two Otters playing in the seaweed. In the meantime, Sue saw a Dipper on the shores of Loch Sunart. As we 

were eating our subsequent breakfast, Jays and a Song Thrush were visible from the bunkhouse.   

 

At 8.50am, we left in the pouring rain (this was by now becoming all too regular) to Salen and an opportunity for 

a little basic shopping. A few birds at Salen included a close Raven and singing Blackcaps. Lots of Gunnera (a 

large rhubarb-like plant) was growing here next to the roadside.  

 

We drove on then to the village of Acharacle and Loch Shiel Pier, where it would be fair to say that the wildlife 

very much took a back seat as we bumped in to a variety of characters making their way to the Highland Games 

at the eastern end of Loch Shiel. With kilts, drums and bagpipes and genuine Scottish cave-dwellers to hand, the 

Naturetrek tour leader quickly realised he had lost the attention of the majority of his clientele, as the locals took 

up the entertainment, at least for a short time anyway! Sorry, Sand Martins and Little Grebes – you were not 

properly appreciated!  

 

After barely recovering from this spectacle, we checked out the nearby Medical Centre but, sadly, saw none of 

the local Red Squirrels and so went on to investigate the Kentra area, River Shiel and the very picturesque setting 

at Castle Tioram. We decided then that we deserved a break from the wet, and so a visit to the comfortable 

Acharacle Tea Rooms and their splendid hot drinks and cakes was much appreciated! 

 

After our reprieve, we drove back to Loch Sunart and visited the Garbh Eilean Wildlife Hide where we espied 

plenty of Common Seals, some distant Eiders, a couple of Black Guillemots and heard Rock Pipit. We 

subsequently checked the loch side at Glenborrodale and were back at the bunkhouse for 6.15pm. After 

completing our checklists, our evening meal was enjoyed at 7pm. Tesco’s Finest Apricot Jam and Hovis bread 

for the Pine Martens paid off, as they showed well from our comfortable sitting room at 9pm! And so it was that 

the intrepid few initiated a 9.30pm night drive, and we saw two more Pine Martens, lots of toads, wood mice, a 

vole species and some unidentified bats. On our return to the bunkhouse at 10.45pm, two Pine Martens were 
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eating the food and a group of Red Deer were on the lawn. Flower-Pot Cat was a suggested addition to the trip 

list, but you just had to be there to understand what that was all about! 

Day 4 Sunday 20th August 

At 6.30am we trundled the short distance in our minibus to Loch Sunart and Aperitif Point. Again, two Otters 

playing in the shallows were much appreciated, followed by four Wild Goats, Rock Pipits and Grey Wagtail. Jan 

took a walk in a different direction and saw two Crossbills and some Fallow Deer.   

 

Monday developed into a really nice day, with virtually no wind and plenty of sunshine. We slowly made our way 

towards Ardnamurchan Point, with views of several Stonechats and a Whinchat en route. At the Point, a rather 

distant pod of 30 Common Dolphins were present on our arrival, with a Minke Whale (first spotted by Marinda) 

beyond, and rafts of Manx Shearwaters and plenty of Gannets, auks and other sea-birds!  After this excitement, it 

was time for scones and a cappuccino in the lighthouse café, with a small flock of flighty Twite nearby. 

 

We took a slow drive back from the Point, enjoyed our packed lunch at Camus nan Geall, and stopped briefly at 

the Ardnamurchan Visitor Centre, where we saw a White-tailed Eagle overhead. We then moved on to Laga Bay 

for our afternoon boat trip to and around the island of Carna, with Andy. We enjoyed good views of Common 

Porpoise almost straightaway, and picked up on a variety of waterbirds and Common Seals. On the island we 

found a Dark Green Fritillary butterfly which was in good condition and posed nicely. Earlier clutch issues with 

the minibus ensured there was a replacement 15-seater minibus waiting for us on our return at Laga Bay. A later-

than-usual return to the bunkhouse caught us out, and when the Pine Marten came early at 8pm, there was no 

food out for him. We hurriedly put some out, whilst he peered curiously from a nearby tree, and then came back 

to devour our offerings in the best lighting conditions possible for this nocturnal omnivore.  

 

We tried an extended night drive that evening, and although we saw close views of Red Deer and lots of sheep, it 

was otherwise not particularly memorable. 

Day 5 Monday 21st August 

We were treated to a slightly later, optional, early morning muster at 7am, and took the minibus to Loch Sunart, 

but this was the first morning with no Otters. The alternative was to drive up the forestry track to the 

Glenborrodale uplands where we saw a magnificent white ‘Spirit Deer’ stag (Red Deer), a herd of the threatened 

Père David’s Deer and also several Fallow Deer.   

 

We returned for a slightly later breakfast and then left for the lovely sandy beaches of Sanna; sadly, it was rather 

grey and breezy. Patricia stayed around Glenborrodale and enjoyed wandering the trails and shores of Loch 

Sunart. 

 

On our way to Sanna, the remainder of the group saw a distant Golden Eagle on the slopes of Ben Hiant, and 

Sue G located an immature White-tailed Eagle east of Kilchoan, with Ravens. At Sanna, we were treated to a pair 

of summer-plumage Red-throated Divers in the bay, a group of seven just-arrived juvenile Sanderlings, and a 

gathering of Ringed Plover and Dunlin were resting on the rocks. Marinda rescued a discarded tartan rug from 

the sands, and a single Twite flew over.  
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Leaving Sanna, we trundled along the narrow roads of the Ardnamurchan and watched small birds including 

Stonechats flying alongside us. We took our packed lunch at Ormsaigbeg, and the sharp eyes of Sue G spotted 

two Golden and two White-tailed Eagles talon-grappling above us. This obvious and dramatic dispute went on 

for some time, with the Goldens displacing the White-taileds, which moved off away south. The Ormsaigbeg 

viewpoint provided an opportunity to gaze upon Loch Sunart and over to Mull, Morvern, Oronsay and the 

remainder of the peninsula. Below us, we could see Manx Shearwaters, Gannets and Kittiwakes fishing in the 

loch.   

 

Our next venue was the ferry terminal at Kilchoan; here there were Rock Pipits, close Manx Shearwaters and an 

opportunity to study laval rock formations. Then we moved on to the Kilchoan Community Centre for tea and 

cake, before we drove the lovely isolated road towards Ockle. Sue G remained on form, pointing out a distant 

pod of eight to 10 Bottle-nosed Dolphins performing acrobatics in the bay below us. We watched their noisy 

antics in calm waters for quite some time, the wild hills and distant islands around us adding to the dramatic 

atmosphere. We finished the day excursion with some scanning above Glenborrodale, spotting plenty of deer 

whilst doing so. 

Day 6 Tuesday 22nd August 

A 6.30am walk down to Loch Sunart and Aperitif Point provided a brief view of a distant Otter, a fly-by 

Shelduck and a fly-over Tree Pipit.   

 

After our usual, delicious, 8am breakfast, we were mobile by 8.50am despite heavy rain. We paid another visit to 

the Garbh Eilean Hide – an Otter showing distantly plus a dozen Common Seals, a Goosander, Rock Pipits and 

Black Guillemot.  

 

We drove east to Strontian for a cuppa and to refuel, and at 12 noon we enjoyed a three-hour dawdle through 

Ariundle Woods which provided great views of three Slow Worms, lots of Scotch Argus butterflies, good views 

of Goldcrests and Treecreepers, and Moorland Hawker dragonflies. We munched our packed lunch half way 

around the walk, alongside the River Strontian, and then the Strontian Community Centre was sampled for tea 

and cake. 

 

We subsequently checked the loch side and saw Curlew, Mallard and other common waterbirds. We checked the 

mouth of the River Strontian and, although we couldn’t locate any Dippers, two Kingfishers (which are scarce 

here) were spotted, with one showing very nicely. A slow drive westwards saw us back at the bunkhouse by 

6.30pm, after another successful day of dodging the showers! A Pine Marten entertained those still in the lounge 

at 10.30pm, while a two-hour night drive from 9.40 - 11.40pm located Roe Deer, Hedgehog, lots of Toads, one 

Frog, bats and stags. 

Day 7 Wednesday 23rd August 

Heavy rain hammered down during the early morning, so we didn’t try an excursion. After breakfast we checked 

‘Otter Bay’, but it was high tide and there were no animals on show. We called in at the Ardnamurchan Visitor 

Centre to check the lochside waders and gulls – and saw six Golden Plover, lots of Pied Wagtails and Meadow 
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Pipits, and the last of the Swallows and Sand Martins. With inclement weather continuing, we stayed within the 

centre and enjoyed the wildlife exhibition and wildlife film, shop and café. 

 

With an improvement in the weather, we left the centre and parked at Camus nan Geall to walk down to the 

beach – Sue M and Jan went for a paddle surrounded by fish fry and a curious seal! There were a few Linnets 

and Twite on the upper beach weedy area and fence-line, and a fly-through White-tailed Eagle landed on a 

nearby tree and allowed quite a close approach. Another individual flew over us heading north, and a couple of 

Yellowhammers showed in flight.   

 

We then took the road to Ockle, but there was no sign of our dolphin pod from two days before. We then 

consumed our packed lunch at the lovely little settlement of Kilmory, and then walked to the secluded beach 

where we found a flock of 13 confiding Dunlin, Rock Pipits, a Curlew and two Redshanks. A number of Pied 

Wagtails were checked, and we located two juvenile White Wagtails amongst them. Bushes by the beach attracted 

at least six Willow Warblers, and a few Twite fidgeted nearby.  

 

On our walk back, two Common Lizards were found basking in the warm air and broken sunshine. We noticed 

that a small bird had become trapped in one of the nearby sheds and spoke to the householder; the shed was 

opened to allow the Whitethroat to escape. Various plants were located, including Viper’s-bugloss, but the area 

was dominated by swathes of Himalayan Balsam. On returning to our vehicle, we took a slow drive to Fascadale 

– three Great Northern Divers were located bobbing on the sea.  We then took a slow drive to Ardnamurchan 

Point and enjoyed some refreshments at the café there! In contrast to our previous visit there wasn’t much to see 

on the sea. We photographed an iconic Red Deer stag, and enjoyed some roadside Wheatears. We then drove 

back to Glenborrodale and, on our last night, a Pine Martin was on cue at 8.30pm and then again later. Everyone 

seemed tired so there was no night drive. 

Day 8 Thursday 24th August 

Our last day of the trip was all about making our way back to Glasgow or continuing with private excursions. It 

rained for most of the journey until we reached the outskirts of Glasgow when it was then sunny and warm! As a 

group, we had experienced rain on almost every day but, rather than missing out on wildlife, it seemed to 

concentrate the wildlife sightings between the showers and, of course, the Otters didn’t care what the weather 

was! 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

       August 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

1 Canada Goose Branta canadensis          H    

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser     4 20 85 30   

3 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor                

4 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna           1     

5 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos    1   7 20    

6 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca    1       2     

7 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima     15         6 

8 Goosander  Mergus merganser     8 5+   8     

9 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator                

10 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata 1 2     2       

11 Great Northern  Gavia immer             3   

12 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis   1             

13 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   400   250 100+   10   

14 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     3   2 1     

15 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea         

16 Northern Gannet  Sula bassana   20   30 30 6 20   

17 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis            

18 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 1     8  6   

19 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   1     3       

20 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus   2 1 5   2     

21 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   3 1 1 3   2   

22 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 2 2   6 8 3 4 4 

23 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus         

24 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus     1           

25 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria       H     6   

26 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     12   13   20+   

27 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   4 1 20 H 6 5   

28 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa   15             

29 Red Knot  Calidris canutus   2             

30 Sanderling  Calidris alba         7       

31 Dunlin  Calidris alpina   12 8   2   13   

32 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos         1 H     

33 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   2   2     2   

34 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   2   12 6 3     

35 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla       100+       

36 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus           

37 Common (Mew) Gull  Larus canus          

38 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus         

39 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus         

40 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii    1 4      

41 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo                

42 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua     2           

43 Arctic Skua) Stercorarius parasiticus       1 2      

44 Common Guillemot  Uria aalge             

45 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle   2 2 4       1 

46 Rock Dove  Columba livia       20 12   12   

47 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'               
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       August 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

48 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus    1 2 1 1    

49 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto     3 2 3 2 2   

50 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco       1   H     

51 ‘eared’ owl sp. Asio sp.         1       

52 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis           2     

53 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major           

54 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius            

55 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica               

56 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula               

57 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone               

58 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix         

59 hybrid Crow Corvus corone x C. corvix                

60 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   2 8      

61 Coal Tit Periparus ater         

62 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus         

63 Great Tit Parus major         

64 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis         2       

65 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia  2  1      

66 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica          

67 Common House Martin  Delichon urbica         

68 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus            H   

69 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   H 1 H      

70 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla     1   H H     

71 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis         3   2   

72 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus H         

73 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes         

74 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   H H H    H   

75 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris      20        

76 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula         2  

77 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   H        

78 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus       4 44       

79 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata       3         

80 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula         

81 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra       1         

82 European Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus     3 12      

83 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe       1 2   3   

84 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus     1           

85 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus           

86 Dunnock  Prunella modularis           

87 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea   2  10     

88 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii         

89 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba             2   

90 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis         

91 Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis           1     

92 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   H H 6 4 6  1 

93 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs         

94 Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula     H     H     

95 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     H           

96 Twite  Linaria flavirostris       8 1   12   

97 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina              

98 Lesser Redpoll  Acanthis cabaret   H H       
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       August 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

99 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis           

100 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra     1 2+   2     

101 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus         

102 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus       1     2   

Mammals                   

1 River Otter Lutra lutra   1 2 2+   2     

2 Pine Marten Martes martes   1 4 1   1 1   

3 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus     2     1     

4 Fallow Deer Dama dama   4   1 12       

5 Red Deer Cervus elaphus          

6 Père David's Deer Elaphurus davidianus         14       

7 Wild Goat Capra aegagrus       4         

8 Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus          8-10       

9 Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis       30+         

10 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   3   1         

11 Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata       1         

12 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina   8       

13 bat sp.               

14 vole sp.       1 1         

15 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus     1 1 2 1    

16 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus           1     

Reptiles & Amphibians                   

1 Common Toad Bufo bufo   1          

2 Common Frog Rana temporaria               

3 Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara       1     2   

4 Slow Worm Anguis fragilis           3     

Invertebrates                   

1 Small White Pieris rapae                

2 Green-veined White Pieris napi         4     

3 White sp.                  

4 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta                

5 Peacock Inachis io              

6 Dark Green Frittillary Argynnis aglaja       1         

7 Scotch Argus Aricia artaxerxes             

8 Speckled Wood Parage aegeria            

9 Moorland Hawker Aeshna sp.           2     

10 Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltoni       1         

11 Darter sp.                  

12 Dung beetle sp.                 

13 Violaceous Ground Beetle Carabus sp.                

14 Devil's Coach horse sp. Ocypus sp.                

Notable Plants                   

1 Sundew Drosera sp.                

2 Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza sp.                

3 Heath Milkwort Polygala serpyllifolia                
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       August 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

4 Tormentil (yellow flower) Potentilla erecta                

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
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