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Tour participants: Neil McMahon with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 25th August 

We had heavy rain on our first day, and Doreen was picked up first from the airport and then we went on to the 

train station for the remainder of our happy band. We drove out on the A82 where there was a caravan fire but, 

thankfully, it was resolved before we got there, and the road was cleared. Our first stop at Loch Lomond 

produced sightings of Pied Wagtails, Swallows, Siskin and a couple of Spotted Flycatchers. We subsequently took 

a 20-minute stop at the Green Welly shop, and another five minutes at the stunning pass at Glencoe. Our fourth 

stop was a ten-minute affair at Glen Righ Forest but there were no Red Squirrels on view.  

 

We travelled over on the Corran Ferry at about 6.15pm, and saw some porpoising Harbour (Common) Seals on 

Loch Linnhe. Driving on, we came to the Glenborrodale bunkhouse at about 7.15pm. After being greeted and 

our rooms allocated, we had time to refresh before our late evening meal at 8.30pm. A single Pine Marten arrived 

somewhat later to entertain us and, not surprisingly after a day of travel, there were no takers for a night drive! 

Day 2 Saturday 26th August 

The day began mild, calm and cloudy, with some warm sunshine. Our 6.30am walk to ‘Aperitif Point’ on Loch 

Sunart provided us with views of Curlew, Greenshank and Redshank in the bay but, in particular, excellent views 

were enjoyed of an Otter which swam right up to us. Brilliant! 

 

A Jay was coming to the food at the bunkhouse, with plenty of Coal Tits, Great Tits, Blue Tits, Robins, 

Dunnock and Chaffinch. Following our cooked 8am breakfast, we departed at 8.50am to Sanna. The slow, 

meandering drive provided a nice surprise in the shape of a female Merlin (not a common sight here) and two 

more-typical Sparrowhawks. We took a short march up towards the wind turbines near Camas nan Geall – an 

immature White-tailed Eagle showed briefly and there were plenty of Hooded Crows, Ravens and Meadow 

Pipits. We also saw our first Red Deer of the trip, albeit distantly. The nearby Sand Martin colony appeared to be 

mostly vacated, and so we progressed to Kilchoan for a comfort stop and a bit of shopping.   

 

At the beautiful settlement of Sanna we found five or six summer-plumage Red-throated Divers in the bay, two 

Rock Pipits, four Sanderling, about 12 Ringed Plovers and 20+ Twite. We disturbed an angry young Adder and 

saw plenty of the flowering Grass-of-Parnassus, sticklebacks in the clear burn, Harebells, Wheatear, Stonechat, 

Whitethroat and distant Shags, Cormorants, Gannets and Manx Shearwaters. The lovely conditions provided us 

with an opportunity to munch our packed lunch in the visitors’ car park.  

 

With a forecast suggesting rain for much of the remainder of our week, we endeavored to pack as much as we 

could into the day, and drove slowly back to Kilchoan where a large flock of Rock Doves were attracted to a 

croft harbouring livestock and no doubt attendant feed/grain.   

 

We decided to motor on to the Ardnamurchan Point - the most westerly point on the British mainland - to 

purchase, consume and savour tea/coffee and scones! But it wasn’t just the local refreshments that were the 

attraction: a flock of six-plus Twite was nearby and, from the Point, at least five Minke Whales, distant Harbour 

Porpoises and Common Dolphins were all visible as they broke the surface of the calm Hebridean Sea. Sea-
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faring birds included Gannets, 250+ Manx Shearwaters, Common Guillemots, Shags and two more Red-throated 

Divers. We watched the Elizabeth G wildlife-watching boat and its passengers off towards the island of Coll, 

trying to keep up with the Minke Whales. We left this peninsula of land just after 3.30pm, scanning the hillsides 

as we went, but no more eagles were visible. 

 

We checked the area above Glenborrodale, and enjoyed a good showing of Père David’s, Fallow and Red Deer, 

including very white and very dark Fallow Deer. A single Gold-ringed Dragonfly was watched devouring a bee. 

Then we headed back to the bunkhouse, with our evening meal at 7pm and a visiting Pine Marten which arrived 

at 9.30pm. We went out on a night drive shortly afterwards to Ockle and back – which took about two hours – 

and saw another Pine Marten, two Hedgehogs, a Short-eared Owl, Wood Mice, lots of Red Deer and several 

toads and bats. 

Day 3 Sunday 27th August 

Today’s weather was dull, mostly cloudy with a little sunshine in the morning. We took a 6.30am walk to Aperitif 

Point – and saw six Wild Goats on islets, a distant White-tailed Eagle, a Dipper, six Greenshanks, Redshank, 

Curlew, a few Kittiwakes and Gannets. Small birds included Goldcrest, Treecreeper, Chiffchaff and Grey 

Wagtail. 

 

After breakfast, we left at 8.50am for Ariundle Woods at Strontian. This lovely, circular, woodland walk provided 

us with Black Darter dragonfly, three Slow Worms, two Common Lizards and Scotch Argus butterflies, and we 

heard Crossbills calling. 

 

At 12.30pm we enjoyed our packed lunch in the car park and saw a Mistle Thrush flying over.  We then checked 

the eastern end of Loch Sunart and logged Curlew, an apparent Black Duck x Mallard hybrid, a Dipper, Grey 

Wagtails and other common birds. 

 

A visit to the Strontian Information Centre and the next-door café for massive portions of cake provided some 

more energy food, and we then drove west to the Garbh Eilean Wildlife Hide where we counted 28 Common 

Seals and glimpsed an Otter. We then motored on to the village of Acharacle and we checked the surrounding 

countryside for wildlife. A short walk to Tioram Castle provided us with three Rock Doves, a dramatic adult 

White-tailed Eagle and a large flock of Goosanders. After a long day out in the field we returned Glenborrodale 

for our evening meal and compiling our checklist. An athletic Pine Marten showed up at 9.45pm. There was no 

night drive tonight. 

Day 4 Monday 28th August 

We took a morning jaunt at 7am but sadly it rained from then until 2pm! 

 

We completed a wet loch-side check of Loch Sunart and then walked to Aperitif Point but, generally, it was 

quiet. After breakfast we left at 9.30am and again checked Loch Sunart for Otters but had no joy. We visited and 

enjoyed an extended stay at Ardnamurchan Visitor Centre, leaving there at about 11.40am. We then watched Red 

Deer in the rain in fields, and drove along to Fascadale. A short walk made us rather wet! We lunched at the 

bunkhouse and made our way to Laga Bay for 2.15pm.   
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The afternoon excursion was a boat trip with Andy of Ardnamurchan Charters around the island of Carna and a 

half-hour excursion onto the island in much-improved weather. Six Harbour Porpoises showed well and there 

were plenty of Common Seals. We experienced an eagle-fest with four White-tailed and a sub-adult Golden 

Eagle on view continuously on the slopes of Morvern. Other birds included three Red-breasted Mergansers, 18 

Goosanders, waders including Redshank, Greenshank and Ringed Plover, six gull species, Black Guillemot and 

Shag and Cormorant. Six Wild Goats on Risga Island showed well. A pair of adult Golden Eagle was visible over 

Ben Laga as we chugged into Laga Bay at 6.45pm.   

 

Our evening meal followed shortly after at 7pm, and our reliable Pine Marten showed up on the food we put out 

later that evening. An hour’s night drive produced Rabbit, a Hedgehog, bats and Red Deer. 

Day 5 Tuesday 29th August 

At 6.30am we took a walk to Loch Sunart amongst rain showers and midges! A two-year-old Red Deer buck 

stood his ground among the rhododendrons. There was a strong south-westerly wind for much of the day, but it 

became increasingly sunnier and rain dwindled for a while, but returned in the evening. 

 

After breakfast we checked out Loch Sunart, seeing two Otters, and then progressed slowly to Ockle, watching 

Red Deer along the way. At Ockle we had two-plus Spotted Flycatcher, Redpoll, Goldcrests, two adult Golden 

Eagles over Druim an Scriodain and two White-tailed Eagles patrolling the north coast around Swordle.  

 

A walk to Kilmory Beach produced an array of wild flowers including Mallow, Viper’s-bugloss and swathes of 

the invasive Himalayan Balsam. Flocks of Dunlin and Ringed Plover on the beach were much appreciated, 

particularly because they were so confiding. Pam enjoyed herself on the swing that is in situ here, and a quick 

examination of the headstones in the nearby Kilmory cemetery included graves of washed-up and unidentified 

merchant seamen. 

 

We then moved on to Kilchoan, where we took advantage of the shop and toilets, and then lunched from the 

view point of Ormsaigbeg which provides amazing views of Loch Sunart, Mull, Morvern and more distant views 

of Sunart, the mainland mountains and the Sound of Mull. Plenty of Gannets were plunge-fishing below us, and 

the vivid flowers of Fuchsias lit up the dark banks of vegetation. 

 

Suitably refreshed, we next visited Mingary Pier where we could visually witness first-hand the larva and fault 

geology of this area. We also watched the pneumatic processes of the island ferry as it docked alongside us. A 

juvenile Shag showed closely, a Rock Pipit and close Gannets and Kittiwakes made it all the more enjoyable. 

Pleasant afternoon tea and cake at the Kilchoan Community Centre was a treat, and we enjoyed the Millennium 

Garden features.  

 

We then took a slow drive to Ardnamurchan Point in sunny conditions and sighted Rabbit, Red Deer, Stonechat 

and roadside Greylag Geese. Close Gannets, Manx Shearwaters, Kittiwakes and Shags passed the point, and a 

juvenile Arctic Skua added some variety. However, apart from two Common Seals, there were no other sea 

mammals on view in very strong south-westerly winds. A male Stonechat was watched feeding a dependent 

juvenile.  
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Next, we investigated the hamlet of Portuairk, and were greeted by a recently clipped St. Bernard dog which 

looked curious and not at all right! An adult male Peregrine – the only one of the trip – flew over us, and some 

more rock pools held fish, prawns and crabs.   

 

We drove back to Glenborrodale, notching up two or three White-tailed Eagles in the process, and that evening, 

at about 9.45pm, we were treated to two Pine Martens feeding on the jam sandwiches. Our night drive to Ockle 

and Fascadale, from 9pm until11.20pm, provided views of two Roe Deer, an unidentified owl, bats, toads, a 

Hedgehog and plenty of Red Deer. More Red Deer were on the lawns on our arrival back at the bunkhouse.  

Day 6 Wednesday 30th August 

Our 6.30am excursion was in the minibus due to the prevailing wet conditions. We didn’t connect with any 

Otters on Loch Sunart, so we took the forestry trails on the upper reaches of Glenborrodale which provided 

good views of several small herds of Red Deer, hinds and their yearlings dominating. We also saw a herd of 13 

Père David’s Deer, a species of Chinese origin which has been brought back from the brink of extinction. The 

heavy showers continued on and off for much of the day, but were interspersed with sunny periods, and it was 

very mild. A brief stop at Salen provided close views of common birds, and a scan of Loch Shiel was particularly 

productive with a distant pair of fabulous summer-plumage Black-throated Diver and two Otters cavorting in 

the water just off the boathouse. 

 

Onward then to Kentra Bay, where an Osprey was watched at range flying around in the rain and finally coming 

to rest on an estuarine island. Waders were difficult to make out in the rain and strong wind. A large flock of 

Goosander totalled 28 birds. A re-visit to Loch Shiel provided us with an opportunity to speak with the ferry 

operator on this very long freshwater loch, and then we headed off to a nearby café for coffee and cake or 

equivalent. 

 

Lunchtime saw us pottering down to the Garbh Eileen wildlife-watching hide again, where our packed lunch was 

interrupted when a fine dog Otter appeared and provided sustained viewing in the water, as well as some time 

out on the rocks where we witnessed him sprainting. More routine sightings included over a dozen Common 

Seals hauled out on the islands, plus the usual Oystercatchers, Grey Herons, Hooded Crows and Rock Pipits. 

 

That afternoon we spent more time exploring the area around the River Strontian but didn’t find any wildlife not 

previously encountered. We looked for the sometimes-resident American Black Duck at Strontian and found a 

drake with characteristics of this species, but felt it was more likely to be a Mallard x Black Duck hybrid offspring 

of this long-lived vagrant rather than the beast itself. We concluded the day travelling back to Glenborrodale, 

arriving back at our accommodation at about 6pm. 

Day 7 Thursday 31st August 

Our last full day on the peninsula and we prayed we would have good weather. It didn’t start well, with a very 

heavy shower after breakfast, but that proved to be the only precipitation experienced all day. The early morning 

walk provided good views of a Pine Marten clambering around the mossy limbs of the Sunart oaks, which 

provided a very authentic backdrop. 
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By 9am we were at Laga Bay and, shortly afterwards, departed on our all-day boat trip with Ardnamurchan 

Adventures. Common Seals, Harbour Porpoises and plenty of Common Guillemots provided surface movement 

on a calm Loch Sunart as we chugged towards the island of Mull. At Bloody Bay we encountered a juvenile 

White-tailed Eagle, and then we struck out to the northern tip of the island of Coll. The shallow waters and 

rocks here were the home of many Shag, Cormorants and Common Seals, all of which provided very good 

views. 

 

A slow journey on the Hebridean Sea towards the island of Muck yielded several Storm Petrels, reasonable 

numbers of Fulmar, Manx Shearwater and Gannets, and Arctic Skua and a Great Skua that stayed with the boat, 

almost begging for food. Sunny and mild conditions and with just a light breeze made perfect conditions as we 

rounded Muck and then moored for an island excursion. A small party of Grey Seals were the only ones 

encountered throughout the trip. 

 

The lovely weather held for afternoon tea and cake at the island café and we subsequently took a quick walk 

along the main track of the island. Plenty of Mallard and Pheasant on Muck were released in the main for 

shooting purposes. More authentic birds included Peregrine, Common Buzzard, Rock Dove and a couple of 

Eider, a Red-throated Diver and still-breeding Lesser Redpoll. The evening saw us away from Muck and en route 

to Lock Sunart, but our presence didn’t go unnoticed and a strung-out pod of Common Dolphins came to 

socialize with us briefly and provided much cetacean delight. 

 

We entered Loch Sunart and again saw ‘rolling’ Harbour Porpoises and a pair of Golden Eagle soaring over Ben 

Hiant as we skirted the north shore. Scanning the shoreline and islets provided views of Wild Goat and Red 

Deer, and we eventually landed at 7.30pm, said ‘Goodbye’ to Andy and drove the short distance to our lodgings 

and our last sumptuous evening meal. 

Day 8 Friday 1st September 

Our last day was all about travelling on, for some of us, or going home for others.  We said farewell and thank 

you to our gallant and hard-working cooks Alan and Sharne and also to David S as he embarked on a 

diversionary journey home. After crossing the Corran Ferry, Frances and Tom left us to continue their journey 

to Skye and beyond. The remainder of us motored on to Glasgow with further brief stops at Glen Righ Forest, 

Glencoe and the Green Welly Shop, before finally splitting up and making our respective ways home.   

 

Despite some challenging weather, we enjoyed some fabulous wildlife during our time on the wonderful 

Ardnamurchan Peninsula.   

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

       August / September 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

1 Canada Goose Branta canadensis              

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser         

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos    1   7 20    

4 
Mallard x American Black Duck 
hybrid 

Anas platyrhynchos x A. 
rubripes 

               

5 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca            4     

6 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima             2   

7 Goosander  Mergus merganser     19 18   44 8   

8 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator       3         

9 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus                

10 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata   10         1   

11 Black-throated Diver  Gavia arctica           2     

12 European Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus             5   

13 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis         1   10   

14 Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea             1   

15 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   300        150   

16 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis         3 4     

17 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea         

18 Northern Gannet  Sula bassana   30 2 3      

19 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis           

20 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo         

21 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus           1     

22 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos       3     2   

23 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus   2   1   2     

24 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   1 2  5-6 6   1   

25 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo  6 3 3 3 3 6  

26 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus         

27 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   12 4 6 12 40 2   

28 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus             1   

29 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   1 30+ 12 1+ 6 1  

30 Sanderling  Calidris alba   4       2     

31 Dunlin  Calidris alpina         12 30     

32 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   1 2 4 1 10 1   

33 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   6 10 6 10 10 8   

34 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   1     1 H     

35 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla           

36 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus           

37 Common Gull  Larus canus           

38 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus         

39 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus         

40 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii           

41 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea             1  juv   

42 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua             1   

43 Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus         1   1   

44 Common Guillemot  Uria aalge              

45 Razorbill  Alca torda             15   

46 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle       1     6   

47 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica             2   
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       August / September 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

48 Rock Dove  Columba livia   15 3         

49 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'                 

50 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     2 2 5   4  

51 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto     2   4 4 4   

52 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco   H     H H     

53 Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus   1             

54 owl sp. Asio sp.         1       

55 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major    H      

56 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus             1   

57 Merlin  Falco columbarius   1             

58 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus         1   2   

59 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius            

60 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica               

61 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula               

62 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone               

63 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix         

64 Northern Raven  Corvus corax           

65 Coal Tit Periparus ater         

66 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus         

67 Great Tit Parus major         

68 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   3   1         

69 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia         1      

70 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica          

71 Common House Martin  Delichon urbica          

72 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus   H   H H     

73 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus         H H     

74 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita     1           

75 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   H H   H   1   

76 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   4 1   1       

77 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus H H  H   H   

78 Northern Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes         

79 Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris   H  H H      

80 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris      2 1     

81 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula      1 1    

82 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos         

83 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus       4+       

84 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata 2   1   2       

85 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula         

86 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra         3       

87 Common Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus             

88 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   6             

89 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus     2           

90 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus            

91 Dunnock  Prunella modularis          

92 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea         

93 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii         

94 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis         

95 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   4 4 5 4 4 4  

96 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs         

97 Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula     H       1   

98 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     1   H   H   
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       August / September 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

99 Twite  Linaria flavirostris   28     6       

100 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina             

101 Lesser Redpoll  Acanthis cabaret          

102 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis          

103 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra     H         H 

104 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus         

105 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella   1     2 3 3   

106 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus           H     

Mammals                   

1 River Otter Lutra lutra   1 1   2 3     

2 Pine Marten Martes martes 1 2 1 1 2 3 1   

3 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus         2  3-5     

4 Fallow Deer Dama dama   15             

5 Red Deer Cervus elaphus          

6 Père David's Deer Elaphurus davidianus   10       13     

7 Wild Goat Capra aegagrus     13 6     6   

8 Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis            ?8   

9 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   4   6     12   

10 Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata   5             

11 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina    30 20 2 17    

12 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus             6   

13 bat sp.               

14 vole sp.                  

15 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus   1        

16 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus   2   1 1 1     

17 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus       1 1 1     

Reptiles & Amphibians                   

1 Common Toad Bufo bufo              

2 Common Frog Rana temporaria   1 1           

3 Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara     2           

4 Slow Worm Anguis fragilis     3           

5 Adder Vipera berus   1             

Invertebrates                   

1 Green-veined White Pieris napi              

2 Peacock Inachis io               

3 Scotch Argus Aricia artaxerxes               

4 Speckled Wood Parage aegeria               

5 Fox Moth (caterpillar) Macrothylacia rubi             

6 Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltoni   1             

7 Black Darter  Sympetrum danae                

8 Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum   1             

9 Common Carder Bee Bombus pascuorum            

10 Violaceous Ground Beetle Carabus sp.               

Notable Plants                   

1 Harebell Campanula rotundifolia                
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       August / September 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

2 Devil's-bit Scabious Succisa pratensis            

3 Water Milfoil sp. Myriophyllum sp.                

4 Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria              

5 Selfheal Prunella sp.                 

6 Bedstraw Galium aparine                

7 Mallow Malva sp.                

8 Viper's-bugloss Echium vulgare                

9 Dianthus Pink Dianthus sp.                

10 Grass-of-Parnassus Parnassia palustris               

11 Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera                

12 Marjoram Origanum vulgare                

13 Burdock Arctium sp.                

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
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