
Scotland's Mammals & Highlights 
of the Highlands 

Naturetrek Tour Report 1 - 8 August 2018 
 

 

 

Naturetrek Mingledown Barn Wolf's Lane Chawton Alton Hampshire GU34 3HJ UK 

 T: +44 (0)1962 733051  

 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk W: www.naturetrek.co.uk  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Report compiled by Marcus John 
Images courtesy of Angela Jeen 

 

Grey Seals 

Scottish Beach 

Sanderling 

Highland Cow 

mailto:info@naturetrek.co.uk
mailto:info@naturetrek.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/Peter/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2NR7BARZ/www.naturetrek.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/Peter/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2NR7BARZ/www.naturetrek.co.uk


Tour Report  Scotland's Mammals & Highlights of the Highlands 

 

 

© Naturetrek     March 19 1 
 

Tour participants: Marcus John and Andrew Bray (leaders) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

We enjoyed a successful week in Ardnamurchan with sightings of several iconic species, often close to our 

comfortable base in the Glenborrodale Centre. The weather in the Highlands is always variable but we certainly 

enjoyed more sunshine than showers! A Pine Marten came to visit us on most evenings and we enjoyed watching 

both Golden and White-tailed Eagles. We had several close encounters with Otters, including a mother with two 

cubs. We spent a memorable day on board the ‘Laurenca’ as we sailed across to Mull and had a welcome coffee 

and walk on the Isle of Muck before a close encounter with a Minke Whale off Ardnamurchan Point. We 

appreciated the unspoilt beauty of the Isle of Carna, where wildlife can thrive in the absence of any permanent 

human inhabitants. Throughout the tour, we visited a diverse range of habitats across the entire peninsular, 

enjoying the spectacular scenery and varied wildlife that Ardnamurchan has in abundance. 

Day 1 Wednesday 1st August 

Glasgow - Glen Coe - Corran Ferry - Glenborrodale 

We met in Glasgow and set off on the long drive to Ardnamurchan. After enjoying views of Loch Lomond and 

refreshments at the Green Welly Stop in Tyndrum, we drove across Rannoch Moor and then through Glen Coe, 

considered one of the most spectacular and beautiful places in Scotland. Soon after, we crossed Loch Linnhe at 

Corran Ferry and continued through Strontian, along Loch Sunart to Glenborrodale. We arrived in good time 

for our evening meal, prepared by local chef Alan and his wife Sian. After dinner, those that stayed up were 

rewarded with our first look at a local Pine Marten, which came in to feed in front of our lounge window. 

Day 2 Thursday 2nd August 

Camas nan Geall – Ardnamurchan Point – Kilchoan – Loch Mudle  

After a good night’s sleep in our comfortable, and warm bedrooms, we enjoyed our first big breakfast: Alan 

offers everything from fruit and porridge to a full Scottish breakfast! The weather was showery and cool as we 

set off to explore the Ardnamurchan peninsula, but we enjoyed bright spells throughout the day. 

 

The indented coastline is a mixture of lichen-covered rocks and extensive belts of Atlantic oak woodland; this 

habitat ensures that the whole area has the highest possible levels of environmental protection. We stopped to 

admire the views at the three bays that lie between Glenborrodale and Camas nan Geall. We spent time scanning 

for wildlife and were rewarded with a dog Otter feeding in the sheltered waters - but better was to come. A little 

later we found a mother and two half-grown pups feeding together, a wonderful sight! 

 

We continued westwards and out along the narrow road to the lighthouse at Ardnamurchan Point, the most 

westerly place on mainland Britain. Looking out to sea, we could make out several islands across the Sea of the 

Hebrides, where seabirds fed in the nutrient-rich waters. Gannets flew close and dozens of Manx Shearwaters 

glided low across the small waves. The old lighthouse cottages are home to a lovely café where we stopped for 

excellent coffee and cakes. 
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After a lunch stop in Kilchoan, we headed back towards Glenborrodale but stopped above Loch Mudle to scan 

for birds of prey. We saw two distant Hen Harriers and better still, a sub-adult White-tailed Eagle flew across the 

end of the loch. From Camas Nan Geall watch point, we added Common Buzzard, Sparrowhawk and Kestrel to 

our raptor list.  

 

After a long day, we felt we had earned our delicious three-course dinner as we reflected on a great first day in 

Ardnamurchan. 

Day 3 Friday 3rd August 

Loch Sunart – Bloody Bay (Mull) – Sea of the Hebrides - Isle of Muck 

We spent the day on board the ‘Laurenca’ with Andy Jackson – skipper, engineer, entrepreneur and 

environmentalist! Andy has an unparalleled knowledge of the waters of Loch Sunart and the Sea of the Hebrides 

and specialises in wildlife tours. The weather was damp and misty at first but soon cleared to a sunny afternoon. 

We left the jetty at Laga Bay and cruised along the sheltered waters of Loch Sunart, which runs the length of the 

peninsula. The loch is home to good numbers of Otter and Harbour Porpoise; we saw several of the latter, 

including one that surfaced very close to the boat. Britain’s smallest and shyest cetacean, it is a rare treat to have 

such a close encounter. A little later, we also had good views of Grey Seals as they lay out on a low skerry. 

 

We crossed the Sound of Mull and entered Bloody Bay, where a pair of White-tailed Eagles has bred for many 

years. We soon found an adult sitting high in a pine tree, before a call alerted us to a juvenile, which flew in and 

displaced the adult! The sheer size of these eagles is something to behold. After this, we headed out into the Sea 

of the Hebrides, towards the Isle of Muck. We enjoyed close views of a range of seabirds including Kittiwakes, 

Manx Shearwaters, Guillemots, Black Guillemots and Razorbills. The avian highlights were undoubtedly the fly-

by Great Skuas and two Puffins swimming on the calm water. 

 

After a good lunch in the café on Muck, we went for a walk across this tiny island which is home to a population 

of around 40 people. It was good to stretch our legs before the long journey back. Returning past Ardnamurchan 

lighthouse, we noticed a large raft of Manx Shearwaters joined by diving Gannets. Clearly there was a shoal of 

fish near the surface and Andy circled around to check. We were delighted to see a large Minke Whale surface 

not far away and we waited to see if it would come any closer. Sure enough, it surfaced within 30 metres of us; 

we could hear the blow and see the valves open and close on the blowhole. What a way to round off a truly 

memorable day at sea!  

Day 4 Saturday 4th August 

Loch Shiel – Castle Tioram – Acharacle - Kentra Bay – Garbh Eilean 

Today we headed east to explore a new part of Ardnamurchan. The day was a little cloudy but dry and with good 

sunny spells. Out first stop was to view the western end of the famous Loch Shiel. Here we saw our only Little 

Grebes of the holiday and another White-tailed Eagle, an adult, sat in a distant pine tree. We continued on to the 

shallow bay around Castle Tioram, an imposing fortress that is the ancestral seat of the Clanranald. Here we had 

much closer views of another White-tailed Eagle as it flew across the water and over the high cliffs behind.  
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After a welcome coffee stop in the community café in Acharacle, we drove across Kentra Moss (an ‘eccentric’ 

peat bog,) to the Arivegaig, where we walked along the shore of Kentra Bay. This extensive, sandy inlet attracts 

migrating waders and terns. We stopped to scan the wide open bay and were lucky enough to find a fishing 

Osprey. We watched it diving for fish for several minutes – an unusual find on this tour and a real highlight for 

many of us. On the way back to the vehicle, we found an Azure Hawker. This is a large, blue dragonfly which is 

a real Highland speciality as it breeds nowhere else in the UK. 

  

We finished our day with a visit to the lovely hide at Garbh Eilean, built from local oak with a turf roof. Here we 

spent a pleasurable hour watching the wildlife on the inner reaches of Loch Sunart. The main attraction here are 

the seals: we watched over twenty Harbour Seals as they lounged on the rocks before swimming across in front 

of us, joined by one Atlantic Grey Seal. All too soon it was time to head back in time for dinner. 

 

Some of us stayed up after dinner to enjoy another visit from a Pine Marten; with the judicious use of peanuts 

and peanut butter, it was encouraged to come within a couple of metres of the window! 

Day 5 Sunday 5th August 

Camas nan Geall – Ockle – Swordle Bay – Ardnamurchan Visitor Centre 

A few of us rose before dawn to set off on a stag drive, hoping to photograph the male Red Deer that are best 

found at this time of day. We soon had an encounter with a couple of two-year-olds but at this age they lack the 

bulk and antlers of the mature males. We then found a bachelor group of three-year-olds near Caim, which had 

impressively photogenic antlers! 

 

After breakfast we all set off together towards the raptor watch point, stopping as usual to check the bays for 

Otters. Before we had even left Glenborrodale, we spotted an immature White-tailed Eagle sitting on low rock 

just off the RSPB car park – an excellent photo opportunity! At Camas Fearna we had no Otters but did enjoy 

close views of a pair of Common Sandpipers, a widespread breeder in the highlands. Our next stop was the 

watch point at Camas nan Geall. This overlooks the bay where Saint Columba, who brought Christianity to 

Scotland, may havelanded, above which towers the massif of Ben Hiant. The highest point on Ardnamurchan, it 

is the best place to look for birds of prey. We soon found a pair of adult White-tailed Eagles feeding on prey at 

the top of a grassy hill, affording great views in the scope as they tore into their meal. 

 

In the afternoon we drove along the north coast of the peninsula, from Fascadale to Ockle. Here we went for a 

short walk and saw both Stonechats and Whinchats, yet another White-tailed Eagle and watched an adult and 

immature Peregrine hunting near the farmhouse. A reed-fringed lake and a hidden waterfall were well worth the 

effort. Nearby is picturesque Swordle Bay where we ate our packed lunch and found three Ringed Plovers and 

two more White-tailed Eagles! On our return journey we stopped to visit the interesting Ardnamurchan Visitor 

Centre, which has a walk-through exhibition, a good shop and excellent coffee. 

 

Before returning to the Glenborrodale Bunkhouse, we visited the extensive deer park that is owned by the estate. 

Here a range of deer species are kept, including the endangered Père David, a native of China and Mongolia; the 

small herd is part of an international captive breeding programme. We also saw impressive Red and Fallow stags, 

though they were surprisingly skittish.  
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Day 6 Monday 6th August 

Glenborrodale Bay – Kilchoan – Ardnamurchan Point 

An early morning walk down to Aperitif Point, which overlooks the outer reaches of Glenborrodale Bay, was 

rewarded with views of two Otters feeding alongside Greenshank and Curlew. This peaceful moment 

encapsulated the Ardnamurchan experience: extended views of an iconic mammal in stunning highland scenery.  

 

After another hearty breakfast, we drove out past Ben Hiant to the westerly village of Kilchoan. Coffee and 

cakes in the community centre were rudely interrupted by yet another White-tailed Eagle! Our next stop was the 

adjacent ferry jetty where we intended to look for seabirds but were immediately distracted by a large dog Otter.  

We spent the next hour watching him feeding in the shallow water by the jetty, coming ridiculously close at 

times; what an experience! 

 

The weather was windy with squally showers but we braved the elements to do some sea watching from 

Ardnamurchan lighthouse. There were many seabirds on the move but they were rather distant; more obliging 

were three Grey Seals in a rocky little bay. We sat outside the lighthouse keepers’ cottages to eat our packed 

lunch, where we had an expansive view of the mountains to the east. Through our telescopes, we were able to 

make out a pair of Golden Eagles flying across a distant ridge. Then we found another pair, one bird diving into 

a deep stoop as it displayed to its partner, before both birds disappeared behind a rocky outcrop. In addition, we 

saw a pair of White-tailed Eagles being mobbed by a Peregrine Falcon; lunch breaks don’t get more exciting than 

this! As we drove back the sun finally came out to bathe Ben Hiant in glorious sunshine; a fitting end to another 

wildlife-filled day.  

 

After dinner we set out on our night drive, where we saw good numbers of Red Deer, including some big, 

powerful stags. We also found two Fallow Deer, which are much less numerous here. But the undoubted 

highlight was a beautiful Barn Owl illuminated in the spotlight. Some of us were almost as pleased to see a 

roadside Hedgehog, an increasingly rare sight in much of England nowadays. 

Day 7 Tuesday 7th August 

Isle of Carna – Loch Teacuis – Sanna Bay 

Our last day on Ardnamurchan was rather relaxed as we had already enjoyed excellent views of all the main 

species with the exception of Scottish Wildcat, which had eluded us. We were in contemplative mood as we 

again boarded the ‘Laurenca’ for a morning trip around the Isle of Carna. We began by motoring into remote 

Loch Teacuis, where Andy explained the conservation issues of the area as we admired the extensive, 

regenerating woodland along the loch shores. This sheltered loch is not accessible by public road and retains a 

true sense of wilderness. We watched an Otter feeding along the shore but it soon disappeared from view. Andy 

then stopped the engines to let us take in the scenery and simply enjoy the sound of the water and birds. A 

distant Golden Eagle flew through the cloudy skies as we turned to head back to the main loch. A group of 

immature Red-breasted Mergansers floated past as the rocks around Carna came back into view. Here we were 

able to cruise very close to groups of Harbour Seals that lolled on the flatter rocks.  

 

As we rounded the island, Andy took us to see a small colony of Shags, a few still roosting this late in the 

breeding season. It is very unusual to be able to get so close to their nests and we appreciated the experience. 
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The Isle of Carna itself is uninhabited, though there are three holiday cottages and a good jetty. We enjoyed 

hearing about the history of the island from Andy Jackson, who is responsible for managing various 

conservation projects, including Scottish black bees. Before returning to Laga Bay, we cruised past the island of 

Risga, where we saw one of the Iron Age goats that have been released there.  

 

No trip to this part of Scotland would be complete without visiting stunning Sanna Bay, which lies to the north-

east of the point. It has been voted the best beach in Britain with its white sands, rounded granite rocks and 

turquoise waters. We found our only Skylarks in the dunes that lie behind the beach and three very tame 

Sanderlings on the tide line. Sanna was the perfect place to finish our holiday and we returned to the bunkhouse 

feeling that we had experienced the very best of Ardnamurchan. 

Day 8 Wednesday 8th August 

Corran Ferry - Glen Coe - Glasgow 

We set off immediately after breakfast for the long drive back to Glasgow. We crossed back over Loch Linnhe 

on the Corran Ferry before continuing through the mountains, where we enjoyed views of Glen Coe before 

taking a break in Tyndrum. We arrived back in Glasgow in plenty of time for everyone to catch their various 

trains and planes. 

 

It had been a very successful week with some lovely sunny weather and a few showers, of course! Highlights 

included: extended views of several Otters; evenings spent with a local Pine Marten; a close encounter with a 

Minke Whale and seeing so many eagles! Everyone appreciated the wildlife and special scenery that 

Ardnamurchan has to offer and we also greatly enjoyed each other’s company. The Glenborrodale Bunkhouse 

was welcoming and comfortable and Alan and Sian ensured that we ate well throughout our stay. Ardnamurchan 

is a remote yet beautiful place that retains a true sense of wilderness; time spent here will live long in the 

memory. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

   August 

 Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis   ✓ 20   55 ✓ ✓   

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser ✓ 3 20 15 53 ✓ ✓   

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ 2 1 12   1 3   

4 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca             6   

5 Goosander Mergus merganser       1     9   

6 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator       15         

7 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus           ✓     

8 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata         1       

9 European Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus     2           

10 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis     3           

11 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   100 100s     500 20   

12 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       3         

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   12 30   2 10 1   

15 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis ✓ 6 ✓ ✓ 6 4 12   

16 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo     1 4   1     

17 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus       1         

18 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos           4 1   

19 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   2   2 2   2   

20 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus   2   1         

21 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   2 3 3 6 3 2   

22 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   15   6 ✓ ✓ ✓   

23 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

24 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus     4           

25 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   3 20 2 3   6   

26 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus   2   H   1 H H 

27 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   6 1 20   10 10   

28 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus       2   6 2   

29 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   3   10   1 1   

30 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   5   1 3 2 3   

31 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres 2           2   

32 Sanderling  Calidris alba             3   

33 Dunlin  Calidris alpina     20 1 1   2   

34 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla   ✓ 12     6     

35 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

36 Common (Mew) Gull  Larus canus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

37 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

38 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

39 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii     3           

40 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo     12 25         

41 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua     7     1     

42 Common Guillemot Uria aalge   3 30           

43 Razorbill  Alca torda   2 12           

44 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle     4     1     

45 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica     2           
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   August 

 Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

46 Rock Dove  Columba livia   6 20   1 3 20   

47 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus 1       6 4 3   

48 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   3 1 1   2     

49 Western Barn Owl Tyto alba           1     

50 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco       H   H     

51 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   2 2 1 1 1 1   

52 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1 1   4 2 2   

53 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus     2   3 1     

54 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   3   H   1     

55 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

57 Coal Tit  Periparus ater ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

58 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Great Tit  Parus major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

60 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis             2   

61 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   25   20 ✓ ✓ ✓   

62 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   40 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

63 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum   6 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

64 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   4 1 1 3   6   

65 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   1             

66 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla         2 H 4   

67 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   1             

68 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus   6   1 2 3 H   

69 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   3 1 H 2 2 2   

70 Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta eurpaea   1       1     

71 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris   1   1 1 H H   

72 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   6     3 4     

73 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   2 2   1 3 1   

74 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   2   1 2 1     

75 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   2   1 10 36     

76 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   1     1 1 2   

77 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓ 4 2 2 3 4 2   

78 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra         5       

79 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   4   1 10 6 12   

80 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   1 1   4 4     

81 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

82 Dunnock  Prunella modularis     1 1 1 1 1   

83 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   4   2 6 2     

84 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   2 1 2 20 20 10   

85 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

86 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis         1 1     

87 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   2   1 2 2     

88 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

89 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula   1 1 H H 1     

90 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris       H         

91 Twite  Linaria flavirostris   10     2       

92 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   10 4 2 2 H 2   

93 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea   20 8 4 15 10 H   
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   August 

 Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

94 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   6   6 ✓ ✓ ✓   

95 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   12   12 ✓ ✓ ✓   

96 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella         2 H 1   

97 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus         2 1     

Mammals                   

1 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra   4   3   3 1   

2 Pine Marten Martes martes 1   1 1 1 1     

3 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus   1 1 1 1 2     

4 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 1       1       

5 Fallow Deer Dama dama           2     

6 Red Deer Cervus elaphus 9 12 9 4 50 40 25   

7 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   10 8           

8 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina   1   22     100   

9 Atlantic Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus     10 1   3     

10 Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata   1             

11 Hedgehog  Erinaceus europaeus             1   

12 Pipistrelle sp Pipistrellus sp.     1 1   4     

13 Feral Goat       1 1         

Other Taxa 

Scotch Argus, Erebia aethiops Large White, Pieris brassicae 

Small White, Pieris rapae Green-veined White, Pieris napi 

Peacock, Aglais io Dark Green Fritillary, Argynnis aglaja 

Azure Hawker, Aeshna caerulea Highland Darter, Sympetrum striolatum 

Dor Beetle, Geotrupes stercorarius Common Toad, Bufo bufo 

Common Lizard , Zootoca vivipara  

 


