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Tour participants: Marcus John (Leader) with eight Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1 Thursday 1st August 

Glasgow to Glenborrodale via Glencoe and Corran Ferry 

We met in Glasgow and set off on the long drive to Ardnamurchan. After enjoying views of Loch Lomond and 

refreshments at the Green Welly Stop in Tyndrum, we drove across Rannoch Moor and then through Glen Coe, 

considered one of the most spectacular and beautiful places in Scotland. Soon afterwards, we crossed Loch 

Linnhe at Corran Ferry, drove on to Strontian and along Loch Sunart to Salen. We enjoyed our first views of 

West Ardnamurchan as we continued along the winding single track road to Glenborrodale where we met Tony 

and Marilyn who had travelled here independently. 

 

We arrived in good time for our evening meal, prepared by local chef Alan and his wife Sian. After dinner, those 

that stayed up were rewarded with our first look at a Pine Marten, which came in to feed in front of our lounge 

window. It is always a treat to get so close to such an enigmatic species which usually stays well hidden. 

Day 2 Friday 2nd August 

Port na Croisg, Camas Fearna, Camas nan Geall, Kilchoan, Ardnamurchan Point 

We started our day with a pre-breakfast walk down to Glenborrodale Bay. The sun was shining brightly as Grey 

Herons gathered on rocky islets at high tide. A solitary Greenshank sat out on a low seaweed-covered rock as a 

Common Sandpiper flew away low over the still water. We scanned carefully and eventually found a lone dog 

Otter swimming across the outer part of the bay. It was rather distant and disappeared before everyone saw it – 

but it was great way to start our tour! 

 

After breakfast we set off to drive west along the shores of Loch Sunart to Ardnamurchan Point. The first two 

bays were quiet but we did find a beautiful Roe Deer feeding around rocks close to the water’s edge. From 

Camas Nan Geall raptor watch point we initially saw just large gulls and Ravens but just as we were leaving, a 

large bird of prey appeared above the ridge of Ben Hiant. It was an adult Golden Eagle and as it slowly circled, 

everyone was able to enjoy good views through the telescope. 

 

Our next stop was in Kilchoan, where we found Common Ringed Plover and Common Sandpiper feeding in the 

bay as Sand Martins flew overhead. We bought supplies in the village shop and headed out to the lighthouse at 

Ardnamurchan Point. As we ate our packed lunch, we saw a group of Bottle-nosed Dolphins actively feeding, 

though some way out. We could clearly see them breaching as they fed in a tight group of at least ten individuals. 

When we made our way out to the lighthouse itself, the sea was flat calm under a blue sky. Lots of Guillemots, 

adult males accompanied by juveniles, sat on the sea as Gannets, Manx Shearwaters and a single Red-throated 

Diver flew past. In such calm conditions it was relatively easy to pick out several Porpoises, three of which swam 

close inshore for several minutes. 

 

The return journey was less eventful and we arrived back at the Bunkhouse in good time for dinner. After 

completing the checklist, we settled in to wait for a Pine Marten. And just before 10pm, an individual carefully 

approached, ate a few peanuts on the bird table before coming to a close table to snatch a small sandwich before 
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running back under the cover of the trees. It soon reappeared and this time, it stayed in view for several minutes, 

just a couple of metres from the living room window! A fantastic way to round off out first day in 

Ardnamurchan.  

Day 3 Saturday 3rd August 

Isle of Carna, Loch Teacuis, Kilmory Bay 

Those who joined the early morning walk down to Glenborrodale Bay were rewarded with prolonged views of a 

female Otter with her almost fully-grown cub, feeding together in the still water. After a couple of minutes, she 

climbed onto a flat, weedy rock to eat a large fish, turning her head to prevent her cub from taking it (thought 

she did eventually let it eat the last piece!) They then swam across to within 50 metres of where we stood before 

disappearing behind a rocky islet – a memorable encounter! 

 

After another cooked breakfast we drove down to Laga Bay to join our skipper Andy Jackson for a morning trip 

to the Isle of Carna. On the short trip over we came quite close to three Harbour Porpoises as they surfaced in 

the calm waters. Once on the island we walked onto a grassy slope to scan a shallow channel but unfortunately it 

was high tide and there were no Otters around. Andy then took us on a circumnavigation of Carna and on into 

the mouth of Loch Teacuis. The views across this unspoilt landscape were particularly beautiful in bright 

sunshine. We had very close views of several groups of seals as they lay hauled out on low rocks. We watched as 

a pair of Oystercatchers mobbed a female Sparrowhawk and chased it across the loch. On our way back to the 

mainland, we stopped to admire a group of feral Iron Age goats as they fed on a rocky slope. Once back in Laga 

Bay, we headed straight back to Glenborrodale for a well-earned tea break. 

 

In the late afternoon we drove across to the north coast to visit the picturesque beach at Kilmory Bay. We 

stopped when we spotted a pair of superb Red-throated Divers in Camas Fearna, which were resplendent in 

their breeding plumage; everyone had good views through the telescope. Next we paused to photograph an 

obliging male Northern Wheatear on a roadside post before taking time to admire a herd of Red Deer. Amongst 

many females were several fawns, some of which still had their spotted coats. We returned rather late but with 

just enough time to relax before another hearty three-course meal. We completed the checklist in the living room 

before settling back to wait for the Pine Marten. 

Day 4 Sunday 4th August 

Resipole, Acharacle/Loch Shiel, Castle Tioram, Ardtoe, Arivegaig 

After two days of glorious sunshine, we awoke early to steady rain. After breakfast, we drove out through 

Acharacle to Castle Tioram but the rain had become torrential so we turned around and headed instead for the 

hide at Garbh Eilean. As we drove past Resipole campsite, we saw something diving under the rain-spotted 

surface of the sea. When we stopped to check, we were delighted to see that it was an Otter. We watched as it 

repeatedly surfaced with small fish, which it consumed quickly before diving back down. After a couple of 

minutes, it caught a larger fish and swam across to climb out on to rocky point. We lined up the telescope and 

watched it finish the fish before swimming back out. It subsequently swam out of sight but we backtracked along 

the road and had even better views as it continued to feed quite close to the shore. This was a real highlight of 

the trip so far, especially for those who had missed the early morning Otters on the previous day! 
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After a welcome stop for coffee and cakes in Acharacle, the rain cleared as we walked out onto the jetty to check 

for birds on Loch Shiel. A pair of Red-throated Divers were soon picked out and they swam closer until they 

were calling and displaying only about 30 metres away. After this, we headed on to Castle Tioram, where we 

enjoyed a stroll across the causeway to admire the austere castle in its classic highland setting. Good numbers of 

Red-breasted Merganser and Goosander were present on the loch but no birds of prey were flying after the 

morning’s heavy rain.  

 

We drove across the raised peat bog of Kentra Moss to eat our sandwiches on the little beach at Ardtoe. We 

returned across the wide bog to visit Arivegaig, on the edge of Kentra Bay. We enjoyed a short walk out to view 

the wide expanse of sand and found two new wader species - Common Redshank and Bar-tailed Godwit. The 

midges were active here so we decided to return to Loch Shiel, which was bathed in sunshine. In addition to the 

Red-throated Divers, an adult White-tailed Eagle was now perched in a pine plantation, where we could all watch 

it through the scope – a great way to round off another successful day!  

Day 5 Monday 5th August 

Loch Sunart, Bloody Bay, Sea of the Hebrides, Isle of Muck 

Today we spent the whole day on board the Laurenca with skipper Andy Jackson, whose expertise and 

enthusiasm contributed greatly to our enjoyment. As we set off westwards along Loch Sunart there was only a 

slight breeze but steady rain. We saw a couple of Porpoises and several Common Seals but otherwise it was 

rather quiet until Chris spotted an adult White-tailed Eagle. He soon found two more adults perched on rocks 

close to the shores of the loch, where they had a wide view over land and sea. 

 

The first Guillemots appeared on the water as we passed Kilchoan and entered the Sound of Mull. We crossed 

over to Bloody Bay and soon found an adult White-tailed Eagle with this year’s young stood alongside it. Soon 

the adult rose into the air carrying a good-sized conger eel; she appeared to be coaxing the youngster into making 

its first flight. Soon the other adult flew in and sat together with its partner, who in turn called to the juvenile. 

However, it was clearly too soon for their offspring to take to the wing and we had to depart to make our way 

across the Sea of the Hebrides. 

 

The rain had stopped and the sky was brightening but there was still only a slight breeze, which meant that 

seabird activity was low. However, soon after we had passed Ardnamurchan lighthouse we saw Gannets plunge-

diving in the distance as a Great Skua powered past. We quickly realised that lots of dolphins were also present 

in the same area. Andy increased speed and we headed straight towards a pod of about 30 Common Dolphins, 

who were highly active as they fed close to the surface. A group accelerated towards us and for a couple of 

minutes they rode our bow wave, coming right alongside the boat and leaping clear of the water – a wonderful 

experience that will live long in the memory! 

 

By the time we arrived on Muck the sun was shining once again. We enjoyed refreshments in the lovely tea-

rooms before a walk along the only road on the island to the north shore. It was great to stretch our legs after 

several hours at sea and we saw several new birds including Snipe and Twite. 

 

The journey back to Laga Bay was less eventful but we did enjoy close views of both Common and Black 

Guillemots, as well as our first Razorbill and several Manx Shearwaters flying just above the waves. As we 
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approached Ardnamurchan, we saw yet more White-tailed Eagles but better still, we had prolonged views of a 

pair of Golden Eagles as they soared over the coastal cliffs. By the time we disembarked, we realised we had seen 

a total of at least ten eagles in one day! 

Day 6 Tuesday 6th August 

Acharacle, Loch Shiel, Sanna Bay, Kilchoan, Beinn Bhuidhe, Silverhill Bay 

After the usual pre-breakfast walk down to the bay and a hearty Scottish breakfast, we drove eastwards to visit 

the lovely little community woodland in Acharacle. Alas, we could not find any Red Squirrels so moved on to 

check the waters of Loch Shiel, where we found the usual wildfowl and hirundines but nothing unusual. 

 

After this, we headed west to the village of Kilchoan, where we stopped for coffee and cakes in the community 

centre, which also has a very informative display on the geology of the area. Suitably informed, we headed out to 

Sanna Bay, across a strange landscape comprised of a volcanic ring formation of rocky ridges. Although hidden 

away in this remote corner of the highlands, the white sand beach at Sanna has often featured in lists of the best 

beaches in the UK. We walked along the track, where blue Harebells and white Grass of Parnassus grew in the 

short turf, towards the extensive dunes. The beach itself is stunning, the turquoise sea lapping the white sand, 

which contrasts with the smooth, black basalt rocks. Looking out to sea, we saw Gannets, Shags and Manx 

Shearwaters feeding. At the back of the beach, it was fascinating to watch young Sand Martins being fed by their 

parents as they sat in their nest holes. 

 

On our return journey we stopped to admire the flock of Rock Doves that frequents the fields near Kilchoan. 

Better still, at Silverhill Bay we slowed down as usual and this time, there was a dog Otter feeding on the farther 

shore. We watched for over 20 minutes as it fed on small fish and crabs, occasionally catching a large prey item, 

when it would climb out onto the weedy rocks, affording fantastic views! 

 

After dinner it was time for our night drive and we drove out soon after sunset to make our way to Ockle. It had 

been a fairly uneventful night, the highlight being a rather tame Hedgehog, when a very large cat ran across the 

road and disappeared into the long grass. We could not be certain, but the time, location and size of the animal 

were all suggestive of Scottish Wildcat! 

Day 7 Wednesday 7th August 

Garbh Eilean hide, Ardnamurchan Visitor Centre, Swordle, Beinn Bhuidhe 

After a walk down to the bay followed by another excellent full breakfast, we drove east through Salen and 

carried on along the shores of Loch Sunart to the superb hide at Garbh Eilean (which translates as “Rough 

island”). This hide is built from local oak and is superbly designed to offer uninterrupted views of the loch and 

two islands that lie just off-shore. There is a large heronry and this is a favourite meeting place for the local seal 

population; dozens were loafing on low skerries or swimming through the shallow water. The hide also sits in a 

belt of maritime Sessile Oak woodland, one of the main reasons that Loch Sunart enjoys such a high level of 

environmental protection. 
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After enjoying refreshments in the Ardnamurchan visitor centre back in Glenborrodale, we headed up to the 

north coast to visit the Swordle. This beautiful area has been the subject of an ongoing archaeological study, 

which has revealed almost continuous human occupation since the Stone Age. Most noteworthy are the 

extensive Bronze Age structures and the site of a Viking on-shore ship burial. On the beach itself, we enjoyed 

photographing a family of Ringed Plovers that breed here and can be surprisingly tame.  

 

In the late afternoon, we visited an area of managed forestry which can sometimes be good for Crossbill. To our 

delight, as we scanned the trees, we found an adult White-tailed Eagle perched in the top of the pines! It soon 

flew off but we re-found it as it soared overhead, soon joined by another and then by an adult Golden Eagle. To 

enjoy such good views of both eagle species together was a fantastic way to round off our last full day on 

Ardnamurchan.  

Day 8 Thursday 8th August 

Glenborrodale to Glasgow via Corran Ferry and Glen Coe 

We set off immediately after breakfast for the long drive back to Glasgow. We crossed back over Loch Linnhe 

on the Corran Ferry before stopping to look for Red Squirrels in Glen Righ forest. We were lucky enough to 

find two of these lovely little mammals climbing around the feeders as we arrived; a great way to complete our 

mammal list! Continuing through the mountains, we enjoyed views of Glen Coe before taking a break in 

Tyndrum. We arrived back in Glasgow in plenty of time for everyone to catch their various trains and planes.  

It had been a memorable week with superb views of a number of sought-after mammals. From point-blank 

views of Pine Martens, through our close encounter with a pod of Common Dolphins to prolonged views of a 

dog Otter, it was impossible to agree on the best moment! We also enjoyed several encounters with both Golden 

and White-tailed Eagles, as well as a range of other highland species - all amidst the most stunning scenery. 

Ardnamurchan is a unique area and our week here will linger long in the memory. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


Scotland's Mammals & Highlights of the Highlands  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     December 19 
 

Species Lists 

Mammals (✓=recorded but not counted; * = probable) 

     August 
 Scientific name Common name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra   1 3 1 1 1     

2 Pine Marten Martes martes 1 1 2 1 1 1 1   

3 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus   1             

4 Red Deer Cervus elaphus 4 4 40 5 15 30 30   

5 Scottish Wild Cat Felis silvestris           1*     

6 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris               2 

7 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes         1       

8 Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus   10+             

9 Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis         c30       

10 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   7 6   2       

11 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina 1 6 c30 3 50+   30   

12 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus         3       

13 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus 2 1 1 1     1   

14 Bank Vole Myodes glareolus         1       

15 European Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus           1     

16 Feral goat Capra hircus 1   4           

Birds (H = heard only)                   

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis   ✓ ✓ ✓         

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

4 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca               ✓ 

5 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula       3   4     

6 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima 4   5   4     ✓ 

7 Common (Goosander) Merganser  Mergus merganser     13 22         

8 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator   11   4   1 ✓ ✓ 

9 Willow Ptarmigan (Red Grouse) Lagopus lagopus scoticus           H     

10 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus   1     2       

11 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata   1 2 2         

12 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   8 3   30   ✓   

13 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   1 1 2     ✓   

14 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   5 2   30 1     

16 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   10 4   50 6 ✓ ✓ 

17 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   1 2 2 6 2     

18 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   1     2   1   

19 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus     1           

20 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla       1 8 1 2   

21 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   6 5 1 4 4 ✓   

22 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

23 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus           2 ✓   

24 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   2     4   ✓   

25 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago         2       

26 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica       2         

27 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   7 3 10 6 2 ✓   

28 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus       5 2       

29 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   2 3 4 3   ✓   
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     August 
 Scientific name Common name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

30 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   5 3 2 3 2 ✓ ✓ 

31 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla         2   ✓   

32 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus     2 20 ✓ ✓ ✓   

33 Common Gull  Larus canus 40   3 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus 1   6 6 3 2   ✓ 

35 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua         2       

37 Common Guillemot Uria aalge   30+     100+       

38 Razorbill  Alca torda         1       

39 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle 1       7     ✓ 

40 Rock Dove  Columba livia           40     

41 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'     4 2 2 6     

42 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     2 2         

43 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 1     2 2 2     

44 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco         H       

45 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major 1 1   1 1 H     

46 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1 1   1       

47 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   2   1   1     

48 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix   10+ 10+ 6 6 6 ✓ ✓ 

49 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   10+ 6 6 10 4 ✓ ✓ 

50 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   4 1 3 2 3 ✓ ✓ 

51 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   6 4 2 2 1 ✓ ✓ 

52 Great Tit  Parus major   6 2 2 6 1 ✓ ✓ 

53 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   1       2     

54 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   8   4   10     

55 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   20 24 10 20+ 10 ✓ ✓ 

56 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum   10 8 4   4     

57 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   1             

58 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   H H H H H     

59 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   1 2           

60 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus     H     1     

61 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   2 1 1   2     

62 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris         2 20     

63 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   2 2 2 1 5 ✓ ✓ 

64 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos     2       ✓   

65 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   4 3 6 2 3 ✓ ✓ 

66 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   5 2 1   1     

67 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   3 2     4     

68 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   3 3 4 6 6     

69 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   1 1 1         

70 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   2   1   1     

71 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

72 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

73 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   1 2 1         

74 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris         3       

75 Twite  Linaria flavirostris         3       

76 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea   2 30+ 7   10+ ✓   

77 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   2   2   6     

78 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   6 H H   3     

79 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella   1             
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Moths 

6-spot Burnet, Zygaena filipendulae Antler Moth, Cerapteryx graminis 

Willow Beauty, Peribatodes rhomboidaria Dotted Carpet, Alcis jubata 

Lesser Swallow Prominent, Pheosia gnoma Dark Arches, Apamea monoglypha 

Common Rustic ag, Mesapamea sp Small Fan-footed Wave, Idaea biselata 

Lempke's Goldspot, Plusia putnami Large Yellow Underwing, Noctua pronuba 

Burnished Brass, Diachrysia chrysitis Beautiful Gold Y, Autographa pulchrina 

Scalloped Oak, Crocallis elinguaria  

Other Taxa 

Common Toad, Bufo bufo Moon Jellyfish, Aureila aurita 

Spider Crab, Maja brachydactyla Hermit Crab, Pagurus bernhardus 

 


