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Tour participants: Marcus John (Leader) with eight Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1 Thursday 8th August 

Glasgow to Glenborrodale via Glencoe and Corran Ferry 

We met in Glasgow and set off on the long drive to Ardnamurchan. After enjoying views of Loch Lomond and 

refreshments at the Green Welly Stop in Tyndrum, we drove across Rannoch Moor and then through Glen Coe, 

considered one of the most spectacular and beautiful places in Scotland. Soon afterwards, we crossed Loch 

Linnhe at Corran Ferry, drove on to Strontian and along Loch Sunart to Salen. We enjoyed our first views of 

West Ardnamurchan as we continued along the winding single track road to Glenborrodale. We arrived in good 

time for our evening meal, prepared by local chef Alan and his wife Sian. After dinner, those that stayed up were 

rewarded with our first look at a Pine Marten, which came in to feed in front of our lounge window. It is always 

a treat to get so close to such an enigmatic species which usually stays well hidden. 

Day 2 Friday 9th August 

Garbh Eilean, Ardnamurchan Point, Loch Mudle, Camas Fearna, Port na Croisg,  

After an early morning walk down to Glenborrodale Bay, we were in the mood for a big breakfast – and Alan 

did not disappoint! A choice of cereals and porridge followed by toast and a full Scottish breakfast set the tone 

for the rest of the week.  

 

As it was rather wet, we started our first day by visiting the hide at Garbh Eilean (which translates as “Rough 

Island”). This hide is built from local oak and is superbly designed to offer uninterrupted views of the loch and 

two islands that lie just off-shore. There is a large heronry and this is a favourite meeting place for the local seal 

population; several were loafing on low skerries or swimming through the shallow water. The hide also sits in a 

belt of maritime Sessile Oak woodland, one of the main reasons that Loch Sunart enjoys such a high level of 

environmental protection. After spending some time watching Common Seals, we spotted an Otter swimming 

between two distant skerries. It continued to show for about half an hour, coming a bit closer at times so that 

everyone had a good look through the telescope. This seemed to provide evidence for the theory that Otters like 

to feed in the rain! 

 

We stopped for coffee and homemade cakes in the Ardnamurchan Visitor Centre before heading out to the 

lighthouse at Ardnamurchan Point. From this dramatic vantage point, we enjoyed good views of passing seabirds 

including Gannet, Shag and Kittiwake. We then drove back east past Loch Mudle to the raptor watch point of 

Camas nan Geall, where we had our first sighting of White-tailed Eagle. Though the views of eagles can be 

rather distant from here, there could scarcely be a better setting than the steep slopes of Ben Hiant rising above 

the horseshoe bay below. 

 

After dinner, some of us stayed up and were rewarded with close views of one of the local Pine Martens when it 

came to our feeding station right outside the bunkhouse window! 
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Day 3 Saturday 10th August 

Isle of Carna, Loch Teacuis, Loch Sunart, Salen Pier 

After another cooked breakfast we drove down to Laga Bay to join Andy Jackson for a half-day trip to the Isle 

of Carna. As well as running wildlife cruises, Andy also organises the Carna Conservation Initiative; he is a mine 

of information on the wildlife of Loch Sunart and the Ardnamurchan peninsula. The waters around Carna are 

teeming with fish and consequently a great place to see Harbour Porpoise; we had close views from the boat of 

this enigmatic little cetacean. Once on the island, Andy explained the various measures being taken to regenerate 

the wild meadows and create a mosaic of highland habitats. After that, we settled down to scan the shallow 

channel that lies between the island and the coast of Morvern. This is a favourite feeding area for otters and we 

soon saw a large male making his way across the still water. We watched him swimming to and fro for several 

minutes before he disappeared from sight – although quite brief, we had enjoyed much closer views than 

yesterday! 

 

After a couple of hours, we got back on board the Laurenca and cruised around to Loch Teacuis. This is a 

beautiful, remote and unspoilt loch that lies immediately south of Carna. Andy stopped the engines and we 

paused to scan a long sandbank where waders stop over on migration. We identified Curlew, Redshank and 

Common Sandpiper but our attention was soon drawn to a dark bird that sat hunched on the sand – it was a 

juvenile White-tailed Eagle! It was incredible to be so close to such a huge bird of prey, which soon took off and 

flew over the boat before perching again in a pine tree. It was a real privilege to get such close and prolonged 

views of this powerful and iconic raptor. 

 

It was mid-afternoon when we returned to Laga Bay but we had time to visit the shop at Salen Pier before 

returning to Glenborrodale in plenty of time for another excellent three course dinner. 

Day 4 Sunday 11th August 

Castle Tioram, Acharacle, Loch Shiel, Silverhill Bay, Kilmory Bay 

After an early morning walk to Glenborrodale bay and another hearty breakfast, we set off to visit Castle Tioram, 

at the mouth of the River Shiel in the north-east corner of Ardnamurchan. This austere fortress is the ancestral 

seat of the Clan Ranald and was built in a strategic location, controlling important waterways that were the main 

means of trade and travel in ancient times. Today it offers a classic highland scene much beloved by landscape 

photographers. We ventured out despite the rain and enjoyed what is a truly atmospheric location. 

 

We stopped in Acharacle for a break in the excellent tearooms and then spent time at the old jetty, which offers 

great views across the inner part of Loch Shiel. Tufted Duck was a new bird for our trip list but otherwise it was 

rather quiet. When we stopped to scan nearby Kentra Bay we had more luck with waders, which included 

Common Sandpiper and Common Greenshank. 

 

In the afternoon we drove back through Glenborrodale and as usual, we slowed down to check Silverhill Bay. To 

our delight, there was a big male Otter in full view! We hurriedly climbed out and spread out along the roadside. 

The Otter continued to feed for several minutes, eating small fish at the water’s surface and occasionally 

climbing out onto the weedy rocks to eat a larger prey item such as Spider Crab. It was the third day in a row 

that we had seen Otter but this was our best sighting yet. 
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We finished another great day with a walk down to Kilmory Bay. This is a lovely beach with rocky outcrops that 

can be good for Otter; there was no sign of one today but nobody really minded! 

Day 5 Monday 12th August 

Loch Sunart, Bloody Bay (Isle of Mull), Sea of the Hebrides, Isle of Muck 

Today was spent on board the Laurenca with skipper Andy Jackson. The weather was a little damp but with light 

winds as we made our way through the calm waters of Loch Sunart, enjoying more views of the Harbour 

Porpoise that are resident here. As we passed Kilchoan, we paused at a long skerry which was covered with 

dozens of Common Seals. Gannets became more numerous as we entered the wider waters of the Sound of 

Mull, where we also found our first Common Guillemots. At this time of year, we almost always encounter this 

species two at a time, the adult males accompanying their one youngster.  

 

We crossed over to Bloody Bay on Mull, named after a famous sea battle between competitors for the Lordship 

of the Isles. Here we hoped to see the White-tailed Eagles that have bred here for several years and soon found 

the juvenile. Better still, Andy picked out both adults sitting together in a low pine tree, giving us remarkable 

views and a great photo opportunity! 

 

It was late morning when we left the waters of Mull and headed out across the Sea of the Hebrides. Seabirds 

were getting more numerous and we had our first sightings of Northern Fulmar and briefly, European Storm 

Petrel. Hundreds of Manx Shearwaters were passing, sometimes flying very close to the boat. As we entered the 

harbour on the Isle of Muck, several Black Guillemots were also seen.  

 

The Isle of Muck has a special atmosphere and is very much a working island, though with a population of just 

38. We stopped to relax in the cosy tearooms before taking a walk over to the northern shore. Birds included 

Common Snipe and a flock of pristine Rock Doves; this is one of the few places in the UK where these might be 

considered genuinely wild birds. 

 

On our return journey we scoured the ocean for cetaceans but without much luck; distant views of probable 

Common Dolphins were our only reward. However, the seabirds were still numerous and we saw our first Great 

Skuas, which are always an impressive sight. More surprisingly, we also saw Golden Eagle soaring over the rocky 

coastline. A great day was rounded off when on returning through Loch Sunart, we found a pair of Red-throated 

Divers in breeding plumage. 

Day 6 Tuesday 13th August 

Camas Fearna, Port na Croisg, Kilchoan, Sanna Bay, Achateny 

Following a long and tiring day at sea, we took our time today to enjoy the landscape and we began by driving 

slowly past all the bays between Glenborrodale and the raptor watch point at Camas nan Geall. After this, we 

headed west to the village of Kilchoan, where we stopped for coffee and cakes in the community centre, which 

also has a very informative display on the geology of the area. Suitably informed, we headed out towards Sanna 

Bay, across a strange landscape comprised of a volcanic ring formation of rocky ridges. Here we finally found 

several Stonechats, a species that had eluded us thus far.  
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Although hidden away in this remote corner of the highlands, the white sand beach at Sanna has often featured 

in lists of the best beaches in the UK. We walked along a grassy track, where blue Harebells and white Grass of 

Parnassus grew in the short turf, towards the extensive dunes. The beach itself is stunning, the turquoise sea 

lapping the white sand, which contrasts with the smooth, black basalt rocks. Looking out to sea as we ate our 

packed lunch, we saw Gannets, Shags and Manx Shearwaters feeding. At the back of the beach, it was fascinating 

to watch young Sand Martins being fed by their parents as they sat in their nest holes. We also found a couple of 

juvenile Wheatears, which make their way to the coast after fledging. Walking back through the dunes, we saw 

our first Skylarks.  

 

When we returned towards Glenborrodale, we stopped at an area of managed forestry that can be good for 

Crossbills. We did not see any finches but to our amazement, we disturbed a White-tailed Eagle, which flew up 

only metres from where we stood! After that, we drove out to Achateny to admire again the big herd of Red 

Deer that frequents this area, almost entirely females with young.  

 

After dinner, we headed out on our night drive, making our way slowly out along the single track roads to the 

isolated settlement of Ockle. We did find some impressive stags close to the road, where they would not linger 

during the day. But otherwise it was rather quiet and so we returned to the bunkhouse at about 1am. 

Day 7 Wednesday 14th August 

Kilchoan, Tobermory (Isle of Mull), Swordle 

After a late night, not many were up to walk down to the bay before breakfast but those that did were rewarded 

with another Otter sighting. After a late breakfast, we decided that as we had done so well this week, we could 

spend some time visiting Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. So we drove straight out to the ferry terminal at 

Kilchoan and enjoyed a calm thirty minute crossing, during which we saw a good selection of seabirds including 

Manx Shearwater and Common Guillemot. 

 

Tobermory is a charming town, the unofficial “capital” of Mull and with one of the most photographed 

harbours in the world! It is full of interesting shops and cafes where we spent a couple of hours relaxing and 

enjoying the special atmosphere. In mid-afternoon, we met up at the jetty and took the ferry back to Kilchoan. 

 

Our final destination on Ardnamurchan was Swordle, a sheltered valley and beach on the north coast. This 

beautiful area has been the subject of an ongoing archaeological study, which has revealed almost continuous 

human occupation since the Stone Age. Most noteworthy are the extensive Bronze Age structures and the site of 

a Viking on-shore ship burial. On the beach itself, we saw our first Rock Pipit and had close views of the Ringed 

Plovers that breed here and can be surprisingly tame. But the bird of the day was undoubtedly the superb Great 

Northern Diver that was feeding in the bay, affording excellent views through the telescope when it surfaced 

with fish in its bill. 

 

On the return drive, we stopped when we spotted a couple of finch flocks close to the road. Some were Linnets 

but a few turned out to be Twite, a real highland speciality that breeds on Ardnamurchan.  
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After dinner, we sat in the living room and completed out checklist for the last time. A little later, we had our last 

view of the two local Pine Martens; we had seen them at close quarters on every single night from the 

bunkhouse window!  

Day 8 Thursday 15th August 

Glenborrodale to Glasgow via Corran Ferry and Glen Coe 

We set off immediately after breakfast for the long drive back to Glasgow. We crossed back over Loch Linnhe 

on the Corran Ferry before stopping to look for Red Squirrels in Glen Righ forest. We were lucky enough to 

have good views of this iconic species; a great way to complete our mammal list! Continuing through the 

mountains, we enjoyed views of Glen Coe before taking a break in Tyndrum. We arrived back in Glasgow in 

plenty of time for everyone to catch their various trains and planes. 

 

It had been a memorable week with superb views of a number of sought-after mammals. From point-blank 

views of Pine Martens to prolonged views of Otter, it was impossible to agree on the best moment! We also 

enjoyed encounters with both Golden and White-tailed Eagles, as well as a range of other highland species - all 

amidst the most stunning scenery. Ardnamurchan is a unique area and our week here will linger long in the 

memory. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


Scotland's Mammals & Highlights of the Highlands  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     December 19 
 

Species Lists 

Mammals (✓=recorded but not counted; * = probable) 

     August 
 Scientific name Common name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

1 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

2 Pine Marten Martes martes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus   ✓             

4 Red Deer Cervus elaphus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis         ✓       

6 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

7 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

8 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus         ✓       

9 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus           ✓ ✓   

10 American Mink Neovision vison   ✓             

Birds (H = heard only)                   

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis   ✓   ✓   ✓     

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

4 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula       ✓         

5 Common (Goosander) Merganser  Mergus merganser   ✓   ✓     ✓   

6 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus       ✓ ✓       

7 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata         ✓       

8 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer             ✓   

9 European Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus         ✓       

10 Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis         ✓       

11 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus       ✓ ✓   ✓   

12 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     ✓ ✓   ✓     

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

15 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

16 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

17 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos         ✓ ✓     

18 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

19 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

20 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

21 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula       ✓   ✓     

22 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago         ✓       

23 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

24 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   ✓ ✓ ✓         

25 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos     ✓ ✓         

26 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla   ✓             

27 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

28 Common Gull  Larus canus     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

29 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

31 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua         ✓       

32 Common Guillemot Uria aalge         ✓   ✓   

33 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle         ✓ ✓ ✓   

34 Rock Dove  Columba livia         ✓       

35 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'   ✓       ✓ ✓   
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     August 
 Scientific name Common name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

36 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     ✓   ✓       

37 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

38 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

39 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus             ✓   

40 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

41 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

42 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

43 Coal Tit  Periparus ater ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

45 Great Tit  Parus major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

46 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis           ✓     

47 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   ✓   ✓   ✓     

48 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

49 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

50 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   ✓ H           

51 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     H     ✓     

52 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

53 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

54 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos       ✓         

55 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola           ✓     

57 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe       ✓   ✓     

58 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus         ✓ ✓ ✓   

59 Dunnock  Prunella modularis     ✓ ✓         

60 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   ✓   ✓         

61 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

62 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

63 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus             ✓   

64 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

65 Twite  Linaria flavirostris             ✓   

66 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea   ✓ ✓ H     ✓   

67 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   ✓   H   ✓     

68 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus       H H ✓     

Butterflies 

Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui Small Tortoiseshell, Aglais urticae 

Peacock, Aglais io Large White, Pieris brassciae 

Scotch Argus, Erebia aethiops Meadow Brown, Maniola jurtina 

Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta  

Other Taxa 

Common Toad, Bufo bufo Moon Jellyfish, Aureila aurita 

Lion's Mane Jellyfish, Cyanea capillata Spider Crab, Maja brachydactyla 

 


