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Tour participants: Neil McMahon (Leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

The last of our four eight day August tours centred around the Ardnamurchan Peninsular in the West Highlands 

of Scotland enjoyed an excellent variety of mammals and birds, and when the sun appeared we encountered 

plenty of late season butterflies and other insects too. Boat trips to the islands of Carna and Muck were 

memorable; the trip to Muck did experience some choppy conditions but the wonderful cafe on the island made 

the grins broaden! Over the years the eagle sightings in this wonderful part of Scotland just keep increasing and 

these big raptors put in regular appearances during our eight day stint, with both species showing very well. We 

managed to see four species of deer against the backdrop of purple blooming heather and the speciality 

mammals in the shape of Otter and Pine Marten didn't disappoint. On one special evening we found two or 

three Minke Whales lunge-feeding off the north coast, but this was no justifiable excuse apparently when they 

delayed us for our evening dinner (according to our chef Alan)! We saw eighteen species of mammal and 

identified over a hundred species of birds on our travels along the shores of Loch Sunart and in the Sunart Oak 

Rainforest. 

Day 1 Thursday 22nd August 

The first day of our West Highland adventure started with picking up everyone in Glasgow, either at the airport 

or the railway station, which went smoothly. ‘Showery periods with sunny intervals’ was the theme as we 

circumnavigated Loch Lomond and progressed along the A82 to Tyndrum. Here we stopped at the Green Welly 

Stop for refreshments and last minute purchases and then drove north-west over extensive moorland and down 

into the dramatic landscape of Glencoe. Here we made a stop as the weather was kind to us and we soaked up 

the scenery dominated by dark brooding buttresses but now with the beautiful purple of flowering heather 

softening the crags and slopes.  

 

Our next leg-stretch was at Glenrigh, a Forestry Commission site where there is a feeding station for Red 

Squirrels. One animal was on show on our arrival but unfortunately scuttled off without everyone in our party 

seeing it. Chaffinches, Great Tits and the first few midges were little compensation! Just around the corner is the 

Corran Ferry which provided safe passage across the narrow neck of Loch Lynne, a distant flock of Common 

Scoter, some Shags and gulls being the only obvious birds seen. 

 

After our very short ferry crossing, we continued on our journey westwards, noting Common Buzzard, Raven, 

Hooded Crow and our first Red Deer en-route. We slowed at Strontian, checking the shores of Loch Sunart 

before steadily motoring along the north shore and deep into the Ardnamurchan Peninsular. We arrived at our 

new temporary home at Glenborrodale and after room allocation and a quick tour we sat down to a fine three-

course meal prepared by our chef for the week, Alan. 

 

Jam sandwiches and peanuts were reserved for the wild animals though and a Pine Marten duly obliged with a 

late evening visit to the food put outside the lounge window. Somehow we also summoned enough energy for a 

short night drive. This proved productive with views of Badger, more Red Deer (this time by the roadside), 

plenty of Toads and a Tawny Owl illuminated in our lights which stayed in situ for quite some minutes. 

 

We returned to our accommodation both excited and tired - a very good start to our tour of wild Scotland!! 
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Day 2 Friday 23rd August 

Our first full day’s weather was breezy and cloudy, but dry with some broken sunshine. Not with the heat 

experienced by the southern parts of the UK, but perfectly comfortable. 

 

Our first early morning walk took us down to Aperitif Point on Loch Sunart but sadly no Otters were on show. 

Typical birds of Glenborrodale Bay included Grey Heron, Greenshank, Curlew, Raven with smaller birds 

including Blackcap, Treecreeper, Goldcrest and plenty of Siskins and Redpolls. The bird feeders next to our 

accommodation hosted lots of tits, Robins, Chaffinches, Great Spotted Woodpecker and Jay.  

 

After our cooked Scottish breakfast we headed west. Glenmore Bay was quiet and strangely remained so all week 

(this is normally a good spot for Otter). However, Phil spotted our first White-tailed Eagles – three showing 

distinctly over rocky promontories.  

 

We drove slowly to the Ardnamurchan Lighthouse, enjoying extended views of three Roe Deer (a family group 

comprising a buck, doe and well-grown youngster) just before we arrived at the lighthouse. However, the 

highlight for many of us was the begging juvenile Eurasian Cuckoo adorning the roadside fence posts and sitting 

on the road too. It’s attentive foster parents in the shape of a pair of Meadow Pipits were busy stuffing it full of 

caterpillars and similar fare, but that penetrating begging call just never stopped! 

 

The café at the lighthouse is always a recommended visit and following refreshments some of our party enjoyed 

an escorted tour of the lighthouse building. The remainder of us scanned the sea for any wildlife of note – we 

enjoyed watching a begging Guillemot chick being fed by its parent on the water below. Passing sea birds 

included the usual Gannets, Manx Shearwaters and Kittiwakes and a couple of Common Seals bobbed about 

too. A volunteer from the Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust was on hand and gave us some interesting news 

about the state of the local cetaceans. 

 

We left the lighthouse and watched some Red Deer in a fenced-off area to our left, subsequently joined by three 

Fallow Deer showing a little further away. We drove around the headland to the pretty hamlet of Portuairk 

where we munched our packed lunch. A little stroll was enjoyed beside the small rock-encircled beach but apart 

from a few Redpolls, Meadow Pipits and Goldfinches there wasn’t a huge amount of birdlife. 

 

Our afternoon meanders took us first back to Kilchoan and then out on the scenic road to Sanna. A stag Red 

Deer was mostly unconcerned with our presence and we saw road-side Linnets, Twite, Goldfinches and 

Stonechats. At Sanna itself the usual Common Gulls were there to greet us! We walked through the small dune 

system which was home to Sand Martin, Northern Wheatear and some sticklebacks in the freshwater burn. 

Floral contributions included Harebell and Flower of Parnassus. 

 

Once through the dunes a beautiful small beach adorned with flat rocks and rock pools awaited us. A Rock Pipit 

soon departed but a small mixed wader flock comprised of Red Knot, Sanderling and Ringed Plover afforded 

good views and a variety of distant sea-birds included an Arctic Skua and a Black Guillemot. We reluctantly left 

the beach and relocated to a small track that brought us back to the car park. A Common Lizard quickly scuttled 

into cover. Small birds included more Northern Wheatears, Meadow Pipits, a Skylark and common finches.  
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We drove slowly back, first towards Kilchoan and eventually Glenborrodale, checking likely areas for wildlife and 

great landscape views along the way. We arrived back at the bunkhouse just after 6pm, with sufficient time to 

refresh before the evening meal at 7pm. 

 

After our meal we relaxed in the lounge and watched first a Pine Marten and then a Fox enjoy their evening 

snacks outside the window! An extended night drive provided results with good views of Red Deer, a big male 

Pine Marten and a Hedgehog. 

Day 3 Saturday 24th August 

A mixture of weather included a few light showers, but our early morning walk to the shores of Loch Sunart was 

productive with a distant Otter, two White-tailed Eagles and views of Wild Goats. 

 

Our morning excursion was to the island of Carna, and then a cruise around it. This island is situated within 

Loch Sunart itself and we landed there by boat at about 9.30am courtesy of Andy Jackson of Ardnamurchan 

Charters. Before we left Laga Bay for the initial short crossing to Carna two Golden Eagles loomed over the 

island hills, one being mobbed by a Common Buzzard which looked ridiculously small in comparison. When we 

reached Carna a (third?) Golden Eagle was being mobbed by a Peregrine above the island. It then dropped down 

to a crag near the highest point of this small island and remained there out of view until seen flying again some 

two hours later. A couple of Whitethroats fidgeted and fed amongst the brambles, Meadow and Rock Pipits 

flitted along the shoreline and intricate shells were found along the tideline. 

 

Just as Andy returned to us for our ‘around the island’ cruise, an Otter appeared off the pontoon and began 

fishing! Then we espied an adult Mediterranean Gull resting on nearby rocks. We could see it was a colour-

ringed bird but unfortunately we couldn’t get close enough to read the letters/numbers. A couple of Goosanders 

were next and then a rocky island provided a safe haven for nearly forty Common Seals which permitted a close 

approach. Two different White-tailed Eagles were next and then Anna spotted our third Otter of the day, this 

time in open water ahead of the boat. This animal provided good views for everyone before moving off towards 

the shoreline. Assembled waders were mostly Curlews and Oystercatchers but also Ringed Plovers too. We 

steered around to the other side of the island, finding plenty more Common Seals and more of the same species 

of bird. 

 

We arrived back at Laga Bay for about 2.30pm and drove back to the bunkhouse to refresh. 

 

The afternoon wildlife session was to the upper reaches of Glenborrodale in an effort to see some more deer. 

The weather was quite humid and warm, if cloudy, and insects on the wing included a fine Golden-ringed 

Dragonfly and Common (Highland) Darter. Walking quietly as a group we encountered a small party of mature 

Red Deer stags, at least one of them showing 14 point antlers. One of these magnificent animals was thrashing a 

bush to remove the velvet membrane covering his antlers. Despite our stealth they saw us and trotted off into 

the trees. More scanning found us a couple of young Père David’s Deer and some Fallow Deer. It seemed likely 

that there were more animals hidden within the contours of the land and a little more walking provided us with 

views of a mixed herd of both species numbering over thirty animals but they were very skittish and trotted away 

once they got wind of us. We passed by the wood-chip energy plant on our way back. This eco-energy 
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installation is new but is already providing enough electricity for the whole peninsular with extra exported to the 

National Grid. A couple of Grey Wagtails liked the workings too! 

 

That evening two Pine Martens showed very nicely from the lounge as did a young Red Fox and our subsequent 

short night drive provided a third Pine Marten, an unidentified owl species plus the usual Toads and unidentified 

bats. 

Day 4 Sunday 25th August 

The hot weather experienced in the south of the UK came visiting on this day and we recorded the temperature 

at 26° with a great deal of warm sunshine. As is the way here, it doesn’t necessarily improve the wildlife watching 

and in fact this was the only day we didn’t record an eagle. 

 

Our early morning walk down to Loch Sunart provided some stunning colours with blue skies, purple and green 

hills, multi-coloured rocks and swirling, golden-kissed water. 

 

After breakfast we headed east to Strontian. Scanning Loch Sunart here provided a large flock of Eider and a 

couple of Goosanders and common waders. After morning refreshments at the village café we took the riverside 

walk to the church, espying Grey Wagtail, Goldcrest and a flock of resting juvenile Swallows. Three eclipse drake 

ducks clearly demonstrated American Black Duck DNA but they all looked so similar we couldn’t establish if 

one of them was the original adult male Black Duck which has been here for several years or they were simply all 

Black Duck X Mallard hybrids from previous years! 

 

Ice creams seemed to be the appropriate treat after our riverside walk and after watching an Osprey soaring over 

we then drove the short distance to the car park at Ariundle Woods. Here we munched our rolls and crisps and 

walked the circular three-mile trail along the upper reaches of the River Strontian and some magical woodland. 

Butterflies here included Peacock, Red Admiral, Painted Lady, Speckled Wood, Scotch Argus and a single Dark 

Green Fritillary. Dragonflies were more flighty and mostly remained unidentified but a Black Darter was 

confirmed. We couldn’t find any Dippers along the river and the heat of the day ensured the woodland birds 

were very retiring and not easy to see. A couple of Common Buzzards did show well and with due diligence 

Treecreeper, Goldcrest, Willow Warbler and Spotted Flycatcher were the best of the rest; a calling Crossbill 

refused to divulge its exact location. 

 

Afternoon tea and a reprieve from the sun’s rays was our excuse to pop in to the nearby Community Centre 

where they are always pleased to welcome thirsty visitors. On our way back to base we paid a visit to the Garbh 

Eilean Wildlife Hide which provided typical birds frequenting Loch Sunart, although a close Treecreeper spotted 

by Christine was the highlight for many of us. 

 

We then took a steady drive west – well, that was until Anna spotted an Otter hauled out on a rock on the shore 

of Loch Sunart! The minibus was quickly abandoned as we negotiated the craggy shoreline and tidal deposits to 

try and obtain that close-quarters view to make it extra special. However, the Otter had other ideas, and slipping 

into the water, it kept its distance whilst continuing to fish. A nice sustained view of an Otter doing what comes 

naturally is an essential ingredient of this tour and concluded the afternoon excursion most appropriately. We 

finally made the bunkhouse at 6.30pm in plenty of time for our evening meal and after a day in the sunshine 
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there was no appetite for a night drive. That didn’t really matter though as we again enjoyed evening visitations 

to our patio feeding station by a Pine Marten and a Red Fox. 

Day 5 Monday 26th August 

Our morning foray prior to breakfast to Aperitif Point provided distant views of two White-tailed Eagles, a 

Peregrine and a Sparrowhawk. A couple of chunky-looking voles provided only brief views and remained 

unidentified. 

 

Our main quest today was to take a boat from Laga Bay, cruise the western section of the Loch, skirt around the 

northern shore of Mull and visit the island of Muck. The weather forecast wasn’t ideal and Christine instead 

spent an enjoyable day walking the area around Glenborrodale and Glenmore and took in an interesting tour of 

the local distillery too. 

 

The rest of us chugged out from Laga Bay at about 9am and headed west, seeing two Harbour Porpoises as we 

did so. A few seabirds included Common Guillemot, Kittiwake, Gannet and a fine intermediate phase Arctic 

Skua. Common Seals gave themselves up readily but the White-tailed Eagles on the Mull coastline did not. 

Despite an expected chop on the sea, the decision was made to continue to the island of Muck. As we headed in 

that direction the conditions became “interesting” as our boat was tossed around a bit. Just like the journey, the 

birds became a little bit more exhilarating with a distant Great Skua and closer Manx Shearwaters and even a 

couple of Storm Petrels too. To the relief of some on board, the island of Muck became ever larger and we 

docked at a pontoon in the small harbour there. 

 

Striding ashore we quickly found the excellent island café and the squat lobster platter, a favourite of our skipper, 

Andy. 

 

After refreshments, we meandered along the only real track on the island to the farm and back. Stephanie and 

Phil made the extra effort to venture over some rough pasture to scan the wildlife on some rocks and were 

rewarded with both Grey and Common Seals and waders including a small flock of Turnstones. Other waders 

seen included a small flock of Whimbrel, a couple of Snipe and some Ringed Plovers and Redshanks. Land birds 

included Pheasants and Red-legged Partridge which are released here for shooting, Twite, Rock Dove and a few 

Skylarks. A couple of Common Buzzards were out hunting and a few Ravens were about too.  

 

After some more refreshments it was back on the boat and back to the Ardnamurchan Peninsular. It was a case 

of hanging on tight again but the return journey provided more seabirds including a Red-throated Diver and in 

the calmer waters off Kilchoan, a pair of Black Guillemots. Scanning the distant hilltops provided a distant view 

of a Golden Eagle and plenty of sheep. More glimpses were had of Harbour Porpoises and good views of Wild 

Goats on rocky islands. We arrived back on dry land at 7pm, said thank-you and Goodbye to Andy and high-

tailed it back the couple of miles for our well-deserved three-course hot meal! Phew, and again no-one elected 

for a night drive – we had had quite enough adventures for one day. 
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Day 6 Tuesday 27th August 

Our early morning walk at 6.30am took us in a different direction as we wandered up the hill to look for deer. 

We were rewarded with views of Red, Fallow and Père David’s Deer. Pipits and wagtails were the most obvious 

birds, but with no early morning raptors on show we ambled back down the hill again for our Scottish breakfast.  

 

After breakfast, we left the bunkhouse a little earlier than usual at 8.45am and drove to Mingary Pier with a few 

stops en-route. The weather was dull and cloudy but still and with very little in the way of precipitation. At the 

pier the group took the ferry and sailed over to Tobermory on the island of Mull – a super extension to the 

itinerary. Here time was spent exploring the coastline and visiting the shops, cafés and the museum of this 

quaint, idyllic village. A Great Skua passed over the ferry providing close views.  

 

After a couple of hours on Mull, the ferry returned to Mingary Pier for 3.05pm and after refreshments at the 

nearby Kilchoan Community Centre, we took a slow drive on the roads to Ockle. After watching a decent-sized 

herd of Red Deer idly grazing alongside some cattle, we experienced an exciting moment when just a little 

further down the road an immature Golden Eagle flew up from some nearby moorland and after flying around a 

bit, landed not far away. It’s not often we manage close views of this majestic eagle and we never did quite work 

out what brought it so close to us. 

 

On to the parish of Kilmory and some roadside views of common birds were enjoyed. A magnificent view over 

the Hebridean Sea awaited us at a turn in the track and we all disembarked to enjoy the exhilarating panorama. 

As is often the way, we then began finding things – a Great Northern Diver was watched fishing close inshore, 

followed by a big dog Otter doing much the same thing! It’s at times like this that the telescope makes all the 

difference as we ‘scoped both of them. Meadow Pipits flitted alongside the road with occasional additions of 

Twite, Stonechat, Goldfinch and Linnet. We drove down to Swordle Beach where an archeological dig was 

underway. Even without the archeologists and their students, there is a deep sense of poignant history in this 

area. Four Roe Deed fed unconcernedly nearby and we saw common waders and rather distant seabirds 

including Gannet and Manx Shearwaters.  

 

After regrouping we bussed up and took the short journey to the small headland at Fascadale. Here there were 

more seabirds and the calm sea allowed us to scan far off-shore where we picked out Shags, Gannets, Red-

throated Divers and a few seals. However, it became really exciting when we realized that movement in the water 

was being created by at least two Minke Whales!! They broke the surface regularly, sometimes giving us a side-on 

profile with the distinctive long back and small dorsal fin, sometimes head on and on a couple of occasions 

where the head was seen well as they adopted the lunge-fishing technique.  

 

Here the tour leader was guilty of losing track of time until Christine very diplomatically suggested we may be 

late for dinner. Oh my goodness, it was 6.45pm and we had a thirty-five minute drive back to the bunkhouse and 

our hot food was destined to be served at 7pm! With the leader being suitably admonished and with the group 

looking forward to him facing the wrath of Alan the cook, we left the whales to it and drove back to 

Glenborrodale. Thankfully our three-course meal hadn’t spoilt and we enjoyed recounting the day’s events 

during our call-over later in the evening. 
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Day 7 Wednesday 28th August 

The rain returned with showers on and off all morning, although the afternoon was better with a few showers 

but also some sunshine and it remained warm. 

 

We took a drive prior to breakfast and connected with an Otter showing nicely at Glenmore Bay. We then went 

a little further west to Camas nan Geall and watched three White-tailed Eagles defying the inclement conditions. 

A roadside stop also provided us with a pair of Golden Eagles before they disappeared behind the ridge. 

 

Our route after breakfast took us east via Salen to the village of Acharacle. Here we were able to access the 

shores of Loch Shiel and watched Sand Martins skimming over the surface of the water and a few Little Grebes. 

The weather closed in rather and as we drove from the loch a White-tailed Eagle flew past. A visit to the Kentra 

area was next, a rather windswept area which has evolved into a mini-estuary. A few waders showed, mostly 

distantly, and included Curlew, Oystercatchers, Dunlin and Ringed Plover. We spent a little time trying to locate 

one of the ‘monster midges’ that occur on this section of the peninsular and found just a single individual!  

 

The scenery around here is interesting and quite unlike anywhere else on the Ardnamurchan peninsula, and we 

found another White-tailed Eagle, this time perched on a mudflat and subsequently in flight. On to Castle 

Tioram which is a particularly beautiful area, and yes, there was a White-tailed Eagle here too and a flotilla of 

Goosanders numbered 25 individuals. Distant Oystercatchers and Curlew provided an evocative background of 

natural music as we dawdled to the castle and back. Mature trees were a blend of native and non-native but 

included fine specimens of Beech, Corsican Pine and of course, Scots Pine. Here we munched our packed lunch 

and then drove back to Acharacle. We couldn’t find any Red Squirrels here and little had changed at Loch Shiel 

so it was time for a tea/coffee/cake stop in one of the village cafés. 

 

The weather continued to improve and our next venue was a revisit to the Garbh Eilean Wildlife Hide. There 

were no Otters on show, but the reliable Common Seals did their best to entertain us! The birds encountered 

were now standard fare but included Hooded Crow, Grey Heron, Oystercatchers, Rock Pipit and several species 

of gull. 

 

Our last two venues before our slightly earlier evening meal was to the very accommodating Ardnamurchan 

Visitor Centre and then a short walk to Aperitif Point for some of the party. 

 

Alan served up the traditional haggis with neeps and tatties with plenty of whisky sauce – a new experience for 

some amongst us.  

 

After dinner the majority took a ride out to Camas nan Geall where we took a waddle down to the lovely beach 

below, a great finish to reflect on our exciting eight-day adventure! 

 

A Pine Marten showed up during our last evening at the bunkhouse and then we all retired ready for our 

journeys the following day. 
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Day 8 Thursday 29th August 

Our last day was all about travelling back to Glasgow. After an early breakfast and saying thanks to Alan, we left 

Glenborrodale and took a steady drive. After crossing the Corran Ferry, we popped into Glenrigh but the Red 

Squirrels didn’t show. It rained for much of our journey and we took a longer break at Tyndrum before driving 

alongside Loch Lomond once more and on into Glasgow where the weather improved. 

 

We said our respective good-byes at the train station and the airport, maybe to meet again one day on another 

Naturetrek adventure! 

 

During this tour we recorded over a hundred species of birds and an excellent selection of mammals. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

   August 

  Scientific name Common name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

1 River Otter Lutra lutra   3 1  1 1  

2 Pine Marten Martes martes 1 2 3 1   1  

3 European Badger Meles meles 1        

4 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus  3    4   

5 Fallow Deer Dama dama  3 ✓   
✓   

6 Red Deer Cervus elaphus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

7 Pere David's Deer Elaphurus davidianus   
✓   

✓   

8 Wild Goat Capra sp.   4  4    

9 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 1        

10 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes  1 1 1     

11 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   1  2 2+   

12 Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata      2/3   

13 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina ✓ ✓   
✓ ✓ ✓  

14 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus     c10    

15 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus ✓  
✓ ✓  

✓ ✓  

16 Bat sp.   ✓ ✓       

17 Shrew sp.    
✓ ✓  

✓    

18 Vole sp.       3    

19 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus  1       

Birds   
        

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis    H     

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  Black Duck hybrid? Anas sp.    3     

4 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca  2       

5 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima    21 1   25 

6 Common Scoter  Melanitta nigra 20       30 

7 Common (Goosander) Merganser  Mergus merganser   14 2   25  

8 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator  1       

9 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa     
✓    

10 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus     
✓    

11 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata     1 9   

12 Great Northern Diver  Gavia immer      1   

13 European Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus     6    

14 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis     6    

15 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus  
✓   

✓ ✓   

16 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       5  

17 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus  
✓   

✓ ✓   

19 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

20 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

21 Osprey Pandion haliaetus    1     

22 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   3  1 1 3  

23 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus     1    

24 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla  3 4/5  2 2 6  

25 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

26 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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   August 

  Scientific name Common name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

27 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula  c20 ✓  5 6 ✓  

28 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago     2    

29 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus     5    

30 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata ✓ ✓ ✓ 1 ✓ ✓ ✓  

31 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus    2 1    

32 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  1 1 2 2    

33 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  1       

34 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres  1   8+   6 

35 Red Knot  Calidris canutus  2       

36 Sanderling  Calidris alba  8       

37 Dunlin  Calidris alpina       6  

38 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla  
✓ 1  

✓ ✓   

39 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

40 Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus  1      

41 Common Gull  Larus canus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

42 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

43 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

44 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii ✓ 1      
✓ 

45 Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus     1    

46 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua     2 1   

47 Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus  1   1    

48 Common Guillemot Uria aalge  
✓   

✓    

49 Razorbill  Alca torda     
✓    

50 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle  1   2    

51 Rock Dove  Columba livia  
✓   

✓ ✓ ✓  

52 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral' ✓       
✓ 

53 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓  

✓ 

54 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto  
✓  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

55 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus  1 juv       

56 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco 1        

57 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major ✓ ✓ ✓ H H    

58 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   1  1    

59 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

60 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica ✓        

61 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula ✓       
✓ 

62 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone ✓     1  
✓ 

63 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

64 Northern Raven  Corvus corax ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

65 Coal Tit  Periparus ater ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

66 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 Great Tit  Parus major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

68 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis  1   3    

69 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia  
✓    

✓ ✓  

70 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

71 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

72 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus    
✓   H  

73 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   H ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

74 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla  
✓ H H H  

✓  

75 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   3   6 ✓  

76 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus  H ✓ ✓ ✓ H H  

77 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes  H H ✓ ✓ ✓ H  



Scotland's Mammals & Highlights of the Highlands Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     November 19 11 
 

   August 

  Scientific name Common name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

78 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris  H ✓ ✓ H H   

79 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris  
✓   

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

80 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

81 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos    H  H   

82 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus  1 ✓      

83 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata    2     

84 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

85 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra       1  

86 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola  
✓    

✓ ✓  

87 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe  
✓  1   1  

88 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

89 Dunnock  Prunella modularis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

90 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava   H      

91 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

92 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

93 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

94 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis      1   

95 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

96 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

97 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula    H 1    

98 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris    
✓     

99 Twite  Linaria flavirostris  
✓    

✓ H  

100 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina  
✓   

✓ ✓ ✓  

101 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

102 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra    H  1+ 2  

103 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

104 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus  
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

105 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella    2 1 2 4  

106 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus      1   

Reptiles and Amphibians   
        

1 Common Toad Bufo bufo ✓ ✓ ✓    
✓  

2 Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara  1       

Dragonflies   
        

1 Hawker sp.      
✓     

2 Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii   1      

3 Common (Highland) Darter Sympetrum striolatum   1      

4 Black Darter Sympetrum danae    1     

Butterflies & Moths   
        

1 Green-veined White Pieris napi  
✓ ✓ ✓     

2 Large White Pieris brassicae    
✓     

3 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui    
✓ ✓    

4 Peacock Aglais io    
✓     

5 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta    
✓ ✓  

✓  

6 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria   
✓ ✓     

7 Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops  
✓ ✓ ✓     

8 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja    
✓     

9 Fox Moth caterpillar Macrothylacia rubi   
✓      

 


