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Tour participants – Neil McMahon (Leader) with five Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

Our first 'Scotland's Mammals and Highlights of the Highlands' tour on the Ardnamurchan Peninsula in August 

2020 coincided with a period of warmth and sunshine affecting the whole nation. Every day saw sunshine and 

warm temperatures and very little in the way of rain. The downside was that everyone it seemed had decided to 

travel to the west Highlands of Scotland as part of the 'Staycation' craze! However things seemed to quieten a 

little during the week and we enjoyed some great wildlife sightings. 

The local Pine Martens, once a rare animal but now flourishing, didn't disappoint and we thoroughly enjoyed 

their evening forays for their banquet outside our accommodation. Always quiet, it was easy to miss their 

visitations but we were fortunate to see them close up every evening. The local Otters initially proved more 

troublesome but towards the end of the week the animals had returned to their usual haunts and we enjoyed 

multiple sightings. The highlight for many was on the last evening when two animals came very close to us and 

were as curious of us as we were of them - a very special encounter! 

As always we saw plenty of deer, with some Red Deer regularly grazing on the grass lawns outside our 

accommodation. Our two boat trips on Loch Sunart provided close encounters with Common Seals and 

Harbour Porpoises and we even saw two Lion's Mane jellyfish, reputed to be the longest creature on the planet! 

The boat trip also allowed us close views of sea-birds such as Gannet, Manx Shearwater and both Common 

Guillemots and Razorbills with their chicks. 

These days we expect to see White-tailed Eagles and they didn't disappoint with views of adults and immatures. 

We glimpsed a Bottle-nosed Dolphin and it was a particularly good tour for Red-throated Divers, with summer 

plumage birds encountered on most days. The warm weather meant we enjoyed a wealth of butterflies with 

particularly large numbers of Scotch Argus and Red Admirals and also Dark Green Fritillaries and Graylings. 

Despite the Covid-19 restrictions we all agreed that the effort to visit this very special part of Scotland was well 

worthwhile and it was a joy to be out and about enjoying the wealth of wildlife and super scenery on offer. 

Day 1                     Saturday 8th August 

The first overnight Naturetrek tour post lock-down commenced when all five guests and the leader met at the 

Ardnamurchan Bunkhouse at 5pm. Everyone had driven up in their own vehicles and rather than using a 

minibus that was how we connected with the prime locations for wildlife on the peninsula. The weather started 

as it was due to continue for much of the time, hot and sunny! 

After a welcome chat and a tour of the building we drove the two miles to the Ardnamurchan Visitor Centre 

where we met up with the proprietors Richard and Vicky. This was to be the location for our breakfasts and 

evening meals and after a long day travelling we thoroughly enjoyed our home-made soup and lasagne, salad and 

chips followed by sweet and coffee. 

Back then to our accommodation where the food for the local Pine Martens was prepared and offered on the 

‘assault course’ prepared for them on the patio! Common birds including Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Great Tit, Robin, 
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Dunnock, Blackbird and Great Spotted Woodpecker came to the bird feeders and were joined by quite a number 

of Chaffinches and a couple of Siskins. A cheeky Wood Mouse helped him/herself too! A small group of young 

Red Deer fed on the lawn and we were to see them on and off all week.. 

A little later sure enough first one and then two Pine Martens arrived to feast. Their size and behaviour 

suggested they were siblings and they quickly went about demolishing the jam sandwiches, peanuts and 

sunflower hearts. Everyone enjoyed close views of their antics before darkness fell and the two visitors went off 

to explore the nearby woodland. For the rest of us it was time for some well-earned sleep in preparation for the 

adventures ahead! 

 

Day 2                Sunday 9th August 

Our 6.30am walk took us down to the banks of Loch Sunart and a short walk around to Aperitif Point. As usual 

there were plenty of Grey Herons plus Mallard, Greenshank, Grey Wagtail, a fly-over Tree Pipit, Ravens and our 

first views of Common Seal. The first of many Common Buzzards called from the nearby trees and a party of 

Jays enjoyed finishing off the Pine Marten food from the night before! 

Breakfast called to us at the Visitor Centre and very nice it was too! Our very hard-working hosts were to 

provide an excellent array of mouth-watering food for the whole week. 

With pleasant, sunny weather and with only a light on-shore breeze we took the slow road to the Point of 

Ardnamurchan and the lighthouse. The number of birds en-route made sure it was a slow journey and amongst 

others we saw Twite, Little Grebe, Raven, Stonechat and Whinchat, Lesser Redpoll and we watched a couple of 

herds of stately Red Deer. Finally we arrived at the lighthouse and although there were no tours around the 

building, the café was open and producing good coffee. We enjoyed watching a Wheatear, a Song Thrush and 

Meadow Pipits whilst supping in the sunshine. 

A dawdle around to the Point and calls from the surface of the sea in front of us confirmed the presence of adult 

Razorbills and Guillemots with their single fledged chicks. Manx Shearwaters were flying past further out and we 

watched occasional Gannets and Shags and larger gulls passing by. Common Seals were fishing the bays and a 

single Bottle-nosed Dolphin was a treat as it bladed in towards us from the direction of Muck and then 

disappeared completely! Another Wheatear was on the rocks below us and a concentration of insects became 

apparent as they had been gently corralled to the end of the most westerly point of the British mainland by the 

gentle on-shore breeze  and had nowhere else to go, unless it was the Outer Hebrides! 

We decided it was time for lunch so parked just uphill from the small community at Portuairk and walked down 

the hill to sit on some boulders overlooking the beach. Whilst we were munching, a not long fledged juvenile 

Sparrowhawk flew over us and the Common Buzzard family we had seen earlier came over calling loudly. We 

staggered back up the hill and drove slowly into the village of Kilchoan where the shop/Post Office was closed 

for the day, and made our way up to the view point at Ormsaibeg. Here Yellowhammer and Willow Warbler 

fidgeted in the vegetation and then a first summer White-tailed Eagle dramatically flew almost level with us and 

then circled up in front of us and away. It doesn’t matter how often you see them, they always take your breath 

away! 

The views from here are amazing with Mull off to the right, Mull Sound ahead and Loch Sunart dividing the land 

masses of Morvern and Ardnamurchan to the left. On a clear day it is possible to see Glencoe. Common Gulls 
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were attracted to the freshly cut and baled hay fields as we came back down the hill and drove around to Mingary 

Pier. The rock strata is impressive here but the only birds attracted to the pier area were a couple of Shags and a 

Kittiwake. A Kestrel and a Swift flew south. 

We then drove slowly back towards the Visitor Centre, checking the southern shores of Loch Sunart where safe 

to do so for any interesting wildlife. No otters were seen but two vocal Red-throated Divers were a treat. We 

arrived at the centre rather early for our evening meal so completed some more scanning looking down to the 

loch overlooking grass fields where the local Greylag and Canada Goose flocks were grazing. 

We very much enjoyed our three course meal and then it was time to stir the boots again and think about our 

evening wildlife session before retiring to the bunkhouse. We ventured to the upper slopes of Glenborrodale in 

the hope of seeing some deer and were treated to some sustained viewing of Red, Fallow and a few of the once 

very rare Pere David’s Deer. However for some the highlight was watching a beautiful dog Red Fox tip-toing 

around the deer, sniffing and scent-marking as he went – and the deer even with quite young fawns – completely 

ignored him. It’s actually quite difficult obtaining a sustained view of a fox in daylight doing what comes naturally 

– most views are of them just disappearing or them being aware of your presence and acting accordingly. He was 

clearly listening and smelling for voles among the just-blooming heather as he went about reinforcing his 

territory and presence in a completely unmolested and unconcerned manner which was a treat for us. 

And we were treated again at the bunkhouse when three Pine Martens came to feed on the food we had supplied 

for them – in time all three loped off as a loose-knit group into nearby woodland. A short night drive using two 

cars was just to Salen and back and the lead car witnessed a large Pine Marten cantering across the road. We 

abandoned this idea of a night drive with a convoy of vehicles as only the lead vehicle occupants really stood 

much chance of seeing anything. 

 

Day 3             Monday 10th August 

Our 6.30am walk took us to Aperitif Point on Loch Sunart where we came across a single Wild Goat plus plenty 

of Grey Herons, a few Greenshanks and common woodland birds including Spotted Flycatchers. We deserved a 

good breakfast after our walk back up to the bunkhouse and so it was to be with our visit to the Visitor Centre 

prior to our boat trip on Loch Sunart booked for 9.30am. 

At Laga Bay we said hello to Andy, our skipper for the morning and stepped aboard the cruise boat for a little 

adventure checking the loch shoreline around the island of Carna for any wildlife on show. The calm conditions 

and smooth surface of the water ensured that it wasn’t long before we could see a small resident pod of Harbour 

Porpoise and although they don’t like a close approach we saw them well as they rolled over on the water’s 

surface. A high-flying falcon came closer and proved to be a Hobby, not a common bird in this region. 

A small herd of Shorthorn cross Highland cattle were wading in the water on Carna, their rich colours blending 

with the seaweed and lime green of the trees behind. Andy told us something of the history of the area including 

what is currently known about the island of Carna. We chugged around the shallows and deeper waters in 

sunshine and warm conditions and minus any midges – lovely! A couple of groups of Common or Harbour Seals 

were hauled up on their favourite rocks and they permitted a close approach as we dawdled past. A couple of 

singletons of White-tailed Eagle showed rather distantly and high as they found a few thermals to ride over the 

warming land. A huge Lion’s Mane jellyfish was unexpected. 
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Other birds included Cormorant, Shag, Oystercatcher, Curlew and several species of gull but it was generally 

quiet and superbly serene. A single Otter showed very briefly before leaping into a small rock cave on the 

shoreline and we stalked Grey Heron, Common Sandpiper and Red-throated Diver on the west side of Carna. 

We finished the mini-cruise by passing close to Glenborrodale Bay permitting photographs of the castle and then 

navigated between the  small islands off the north shore of Loch Sunart before returning to Laga Bay. Andy’s 

compost bin in his rear garden was home to at least three Slow Worms! 

We decided it was time for a cuppa at the bunkhouse, and it was also a good venue for those who hadn’t already 

munched their packed lunch! 

Our afternoon was taken up driving slowly and pausing to stop at a few places en-route to the little collection of 

three houses at Fascadale on the north coastline of the Ardnamurchan, which on a good day affords fabulous 

views of the islands to the north, namely Muck, Eigg and in the further distance Rum and Skye. Our little convoy 

stopped rather rapidly when two adult White-tailed Eagles loomed over the skyline on the north side of the road 

and provided excellent views as they powered over us and went on their way. We also stopped to watch a large 

herd of Red Deer on a favoured grazing area in a little valley below us. The herd was mostly made up of hinds 

with just a couple of young stags – their numbers grow as darkness falls and animals join them from the high 

hills where the constant breeze keeps the midges at bay and humans at a distance. 

We finally reached Fascadale and walked round to a small cairn overlooking a bay and the expanse of water 

between the Ardnamurchan and the Small Isles, appreciating the red-tinged Sundew at our feet as we did so. 

Scanning the waters proved there to be lots of well-scattered sea birds namely Razorbills, Common Guillemots, 

Shags and distant Gannets and Manx Shearwaters. It looked perfect for locating cetaceans and there were several 

pods of distant Harbour Porpoises and a couple of seals but we couldn’t see anything bigger. The warm, calm 

conditions were perfect for different pods as groups of kayakers paddled along the coastline. A couple of Black 

Guillemots were closer in but most of the wildlife was rather distant and difficult to appreciate without a 

telescope. 

A variety of passerines skipped and fluttered as we padded back to our vehicles and ever-present Common 

Buzzards patrolled the horizon. We drove slowly back towards our waiting evening meal, briefly stopping to 

confirm Red-throated Diver, a Red-breasted Merganser and some Goosanders. 

By this time we were expecting to see more Otters but the ‘staycation’ influence of Covid-19 was having an 

effect on the number of people on the peninsula and the increase in wild camping on beaches and in bays, just 

the places where we hoped to find these elusive animals.  

That evening we were again rewarded with a visitation from a single very cute and athletic Pine Marten, easily 

coping with our assembled ‘assault course’ to find the pieces of jam sandwich and peanuts! A Wood Mouse 

proved to be a regular visitor to the food party and a party of Jays made regular early morning visits to steal a 

peanut or two. 

 

Day 4                     Tuesday 11th August 

Our early morning wander down to Aperitif Point produced typical common birds but also included over-flying 

Tree Pipits and a flock of twelve Common Crossbills. Two Wild Goats were located but again there was no sign 
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of any Otters. Juvenile Blackcaps and Willow Warblers were the result of local breeding but the Spotted 

Flycatchers were a little further behind and were still in family parties. 

After our sumptuous breakfast we struck out east and after a brief stop at Salen we found ourselves at Loch Shiel 

where Sand Martins and Willow Warblers greeted us by the pier. A summering Whooper Swan was present, a full 

adult and seemingly in good condition. Little Grebes were also on show and a Teal flew past. 

There was no sign of any Red Squirrels at Acharacle so on to Kentra where we spotted Grey Wagtail, a few 

waders, Ravens and a family of Spotted Flycatchers on a sheltered fence line. We manoeuvred on to the other 

side of the small estuary where a significant flock of small black sheep were strewn out over the sward. One of 

their number was deceased and attracted three Ravens but no eagle! Black-headed Gulls were quite numerous 

but a lack of waders ensured we didn’t stay long. We went to the end of the road and checked a small quay but 

nothing much of interest came from it.  

On next to Tioram Castle after crossing the bridge over the River Shiel and driving the track down to the car 

park. We decided it was time for our packed lunch so we plonked ourselves down on some rocks and consumed 

our lunch – the fresh Scottish air made us feel hungry! We then wandered towards the old castle via the 

causeway which floods at high tide. Distant Oystercatchers also attracted a Curlew or two plus Ringed Plovers 

and a Dunlin and small birds in the trees included more calling Spotted Flycatchers. Fabulous scenery make this 

a desirable place to visit even if the wildlife is rather limited. True to form though an adult White-tailed Eagle sat 

atop some conifers nearby, surveying the scene all around and witnessing the influx of human visitors in excess 

of what we would normally expect. 

Once we had our fill of this beautiful location, we drove slowly back to Acharacle, checked Loch Shiel again and 

popped into a café for afternoon tea and cake! Common Buzzards called to us as we drank and consumed our 

beverages on the outside benches (outside seating only). 

Once suitably refreshed we continued on our way and drove further east and visited the Garbh Eilean Wildlife 

Hide which is a wooden Forestry Commission blind that projects views over Loch Sunart and a collection of 

small islands. Here Common Seals were hauled up and fishing the waters and local birds included Herring Gull, 

Grey Heron, Oystercatcher and Hooded Crow. We scanned for something more exciting but the Otters were 

still evading us and the usual Rock Pipits weren’t on show either. After a reasonable amount of time trying to 

conjure up something else we moved on and headed back west where there was an opportunity for local retail 

therapy and a visit to the bunkhouse before our dinner. A couple of Dark Green Fritillary butterflies danced 

among the Red Admiral and Scotch Argus butterflies on the buddleias in the RSPB car park at Glenborrodale 

before we retired to dine! 

After our fine dinner we again checked the lochside at Glenmore and Glenborrodale including an evening walk 

to Aperitif Point but didn’t find anything we hadn’t seen before. 

The common birds were still coming to the feeders at the bunkhouse which included Great, Blue and Coal Tits, 

Chaffinches, Siskins and Great Spotted Woodpeckers. Yearling Red Deer plus a few adults grazed the lawns next 

to our accommodation and were mostly unconcerned by our presence. Again a single Pine Marten paid us an 

evening visit and gorged itself on the offered food – they very much have a sweet tooth! 
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Day 5                Wednesday 12th August 

As we were feeling fit and agile an early morning stride took us up the grassy slopes and boardwalks of the 

Glenborrodale RSPB reserve. We stayed quiet and climbed slowly up the hillside hoping for a mammal 

encounter. Pine Marten and Red Fox scats indicated they were about but the mammals stayed hidden. We 

surprised a family of Bullfinches and a flock of small birds towards the top of the slope in birches attracted a 

juvenile Sparrowhawk. The still, mild conditions ensured the midges at the top of the slope were ready for us so 

we retreated back down the footpath and to our cars before motoring on to Glenmore. Here at last two Otters 

were on show and as they disappeared we found two more further out on the other side of the bay – just like 

buses – one turns up and then the rest! This was an animal high on the list for everyone to see and their return to 

form at this spot coincided with the departure of the wild campers on the beach. 

After our breakfast we drove the few miles east back to Laga Bay and again met up with Andy for another boat 

trip on Loch Sunart. This time we chugged westwards and again encountered several Harbour Porpoises in the 

relatively calm waters. The loch clearly attracted plenty of fish as there were plenty of sea-birds in the loch 

looking for them. More Razorbills and Guillemots with their young swam away or dived on our approach. A 

White-tailed Eagle perched on a rock in the middle of the loch didn’t permit a close approach and flew away 

with powerful but slow wingbeats further to the south. Another rocky island attracted several species of gull 

including Kittiwake and there was a flock of freshly arrived summer plumage Turnstones feeding on the margins 

and around the loafing Common Seals. 

Out in open water we could see rafts of birds on the water and many of them proved to be resting Manx 

Shearwaters, not an easy bird to see up close on the water. They were mostly unconcerned at our presence and 

clicking cameras. More auks were also within the flock which provided an opportunity to compare the features 

and variation in the plumage detail and the shape of the bird sitting on the water. 

We then sneeked over to the craggy coastline of Mull in an effort to obtain more views of White-tailed Eagles 

but they weren’t at home! A Common Seal was struggling to overpower and then swallow an octopus! As we 

cruised south a good number of Ravens were completing flying manoevres above the cliffs and we spotted a 

female Hen Harrier as she sauntered along above the big Ravens and continued on her journey. 

On our slow cruise east along the loch we tried checking various inlets and bays and discovered a flock of 

twenty-one Goosanders and a Red-throatd Diver and saw some distant Red Deer adorning the high tops. 

Back at Laga Bay we were met by Andy’s dogs and after collecting our stuff and saying good bye to Andy we 

headed back to the Bunkhouse for a cuppa and an afternoon at leisure. 

Our evening meal was a fish and chip supper, something that the leisure centre provides for the local community 

and proves to be very popular! With full tums we decided on an evening drive down to the isolated communities 

at Swardle and Ockle on the north coat of the peninsula. The wildlife was mostly repeats but the landscape is 

serene and the views to the north magnificent. We went for short wanderings at the burn outpouring at Swardle 

and higher up at Ockle which effectively is the end of the road. A Black Guillemot was difficult to appreciate at 

Swardle as we were looking into the light and most of the sea-birds were distant. A large diver flew around the 

corner before we could confirm identification. Meadow Pipits and Stonechats were roadside birds and on our 

way back an adult male Hen Harrier flew across the road way ahead of us and off over the open moors. The Red 

Deer were beginning to gather as we drove back and maneovered past the road-hugging sheep. 
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Back at base the jam sandwiches and similar offerings were duly provided and a single Pine Marten made a rather 

late entrance to consume the banquet on offer! 

 

Day 6                   Thursday 13th August 

The sunny and warm conditions continued and our early morning excursion took us again down to Aperitif 

Point and then we stopped at Glenmore before breakfast where we were lucky enough to watch three and 

possibly four different Otters as they fished the calm waters of the bay. However they either detected us or were 

at the end of their fishing expedition as they disappeared from view. So we enjoyed our breakfast having 

probably already experienced the high point of the day! 

After our morning refreshments we drove east all the way down to Strontian where we checked out the furthest 

point of the loch. We found some Goosanders but apparently just missed an Otter crossing the road there. The 

shop and café at Strontian were the next attractions before we checked the River Strontian at a couple of points. 

We couldn’t locate the famous American Black Duck that frequents this area but did bump into two of its hybrid 

young on the river. Some Spotted Flycatchers showed nicely here and then we moved a mile upstream and 

parked in the Forestry Commission car park ready for our circular walk of Ariundle Woods. 

A bird flock at the start of the walk included plenty of Willow Warblers and Siskins and a Crossbill was heard 

calling nearby. The warm sunny conditions ensured that the Scotch Argus butterflies and dragonflies were mostly 

on the wing and hard to identify or photograph. Common birds were encountered on our walk but the river 

itself seemed quiet and unfortunately no exciting raptors appeared overhead on this occasion. The oaks here are 

typical of the temperate Sunart Oak Rainforest for which this region is famed and are covered in mosses, ferns 

and bryophytes. Young Robins, tits and Treecreepers emerged from the greenery from time to time but it was 

mostly a quiet and pleasant walk. 

There was a unaminous agreement in our party that a cup of tea and cakes were required so the well-placed 

Strontian Community Centre was our next venue where we relaxed and soaked up the atmosphere and spent 

some time looking at the history of local crafts and small gift shop. A second quick look for the Black Duck 

wasn’t successful so we moved on up to the Garbh Eileen Wildlife Hide and spent some time scanning the 

islands which provided Common Seals but not much more. After that it was a quick dive into the Ardnamurchan 

Bunkhouse again and then on for our evening meal at 5.20pm. 

In the evening there was an optional drive to Kilchoan where we found and explored the old church yard in the 

village. From here there was a panoramic view of the harbour and saltmarsh below us and the fields between the 

village and the shore. An adult male Hen Harrier was spotted flying around and then it landed in a cut hay field 

permitting us good ‘scope views. Treecreepers and other small birds were found in the trees and hedges there. 

We took another quick visit to Mingary Pier but the Otter said to inhabit this spot stayed well hidden! 

We didn’t arrive back at the Bunkhouse until 9pm, so just had time to put out the goodies and almost 

straightaway three Pine Martens came in and enthralled us once again! 

 

 

 



Scotland’s Mammals & Highlights of the Highlands Tour Report 

 

 

8  © Naturetrek   October 2020 
 

Day 7                 Friday 14th August 

Our last early morning start of the tour, on a day that began cloudy but then became warm and sunny, involved a 

walk up the slopes of Glenborrodale to scan the meadows favoured by deer. On our walk up the only Dipper of 

the trip was disturbed in the small burn that passes underneath the track, but it was tame and not easily 

frightened, and provided good views. 

We walked further on and our efforts at scanning for deer were thwarted with a soup of midges waiting for us! 

We quickly espied some Fallow and Red Deer and made a hasty retreat to lower levels! A single Tree Pipit, lots 

of Meadow Pipits and more Goldcrests deserved our attention but the midges won that particular skirmish! 

Our journey for our first meal of the day provided three Otters in Glenmore Bay, the only good reason I can 

think of why we might be late for a hearty Scottish Breakfast! 

Our main venue for the morning was slowly driving to and walking around the beach and bay at Sanna, a 

beautiful spot. This is a popular beach but only has a few holidaymakers at any one time, but even so we found 

most of the anticipated waders to be absent probably due to disturbance. We heard and then saw two overflying 

Red-throated Divers and two later seen swimming in the turquoise waters of the bay may have been the same 

birds. A couple of Common Lizards were briefly espied and a butterfly on the wing in small numbers was the 

Grayling. We found sticklebacks in the freshwater burns and the grassland flowers included Harebell and the 

autumnal Flower of Parnassus (also known as the Bog-Star). 

At least one family of Common Buzzards were both vocal and showy as they rode the thermals overhead and 

three Ringed Plovers showed for a while before being disturbed. Late breeding Sand Martins were still coming to 

their burrows in the dunes and mixing with Swallows overhead and we flushed up a couple of Skylarks. A few 

birds were flitting around the crofts in this small community, including a single Twite, and even a Red Deer 

seemed to be treating the place as home! 

Back at the car park we split forces with two of our number exploring more of the area (and seeing another 

Common Lizard and some Wheatears) and the remainder of us driving slowly back towards Kilchoan and then 

taking the road back to Ardamurcahn Point and the lighthouse as a pleasant repeat visit. There were Grayling 

butterflies on the wing here too and standard sea-birds included Manx Shearwater, Gannet, large gulls, 

Kittiwakes and both Razorbills and Guillemots. Common Seals were fishing in the water and Red Deer and two 

Wild Goats were looking at us from afar from their lofty pinnacles. Our dawdling along the Ardnamurchan 

roads added a flock of nine Mistle Thrushes and some pure-looking Rock Doves. 

We all met back up at the Ardnamurchan Visitor Centre for our last supper which included the option of original 

haggis neeps and tatties or the vegetarian haggis equivalent – what could be better! 

With plenty of hours of daylight this far north, there was always the option of excursions after our evening meal 

and it was suggested that we should try Aperitif Point one more time. And at last it paid off! On arrival two 

Otters were playing in the water just off the wooden seating area and they came very close indeed! For the later 

arrivals they remained not too far away on and around an offshore rock looking back at us with one animal 

resting it’s head on the back of the other. And that’s where we left them as we walked back to our vehicles and 

drove the short distance back to the Ardnamurchan Bunkhouse. Here two Pine Martens entertained us for the 

final time and Niall the resident deer stalker paid us a visit and explained the history, politics and the economics 

and current living situation on the peninsula which as always was thought provoking and educational. 
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Day 8                    Saturday 15th August 

Our last day was all about leaving our accommodation for the last time, with some carrying on their adventures 

in Scotland while others began the long journey home. Yet again Richard and Vicky provided us with our 

delicious breakfasts and a packed lunch to go and so ended the first effort by Naturetrek to successfully run an 

extended tour since the start of the Covid -19 pandemic. 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European River Otter by Neil McMahon 
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Species List 

Mammals 

      August 2020 

  Scientific name Common name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

1 Eurasian River Otter Lutra lutra     1   4  3/4 5   

2 Pine Marten Martes martes 2 4 1 1 1 3 2   

3 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus         1 1     

4 Fallow Deer Dama dama   ✓         ✓   

5 Red Deer Cervus elaphus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Père David's Deer Elaphurus davidianus   6             

7 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris               1 

8 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   1             

9 Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus   1             

10 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena     ✓   ✓   1   

11 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

12 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus 1   1 1   1     

13 Wild Goat Capra sp.     1 2     2   

14 vole sp.             1     

 

Birds (✓ = recorded but not counted) 

      August 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus       1   1     

4 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

5 Mallard x Black Duck Hybrid 
Anas platyrhynchos x 
rubripes           2     

6 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca       1         

7 
Common (Goosander) 
Merganser  Mergus merganser   1 4   21 4     

8 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator     1           

9 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus   H         1   

10 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata 2 2 3 2+ 1    2/4   

11 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

12 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   ✓   4   2     

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

14 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

15 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

16 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   2 4 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

17 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   2     1 2     

18 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus         2 1♂     

19 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   1 4 1 1       

20 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

21 Hobby Falco subbuteo     1           

22 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
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      August 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

23 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus           11 11   

24 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula       12   H 3   

25 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

26 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus       H         

27 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   3 ✓ 2   3     

28 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   1 ✓           

29 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres         6       

30 Dunlin  Calidris alpina       1   H     

31 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla   1     ✓ ✓ ✓   

32 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

33 Common Gull  Larus canus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

34 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

35 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

36 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii   1 ✓ ✓ ✓       

37 Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus           1     

38 Common Guillemot Uria aalge   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

39 Razorbill  Alca torda   4 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

40 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle     1   1   1   

41 Rock Dove  Columba livia   ✓       2 2   

42 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     2 3   2 1   

43 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   2 H ✓ H ✓ ✓   

44 Common Swift Apus apus   1             

45 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

46 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1 2   1       

47 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

48 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

49 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   4 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

50 Coal Tit  Periparus ater ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

51 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

52 Great Tit  Parus major ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

53 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis       1     2   

54 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

55 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

56 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

57 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   ✓   H ✓ ✓     

58 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

59 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla     H H   ✓     

60 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis 1   1   1   H   

61 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus   ✓ H H H H ✓   

62 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

63 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris   H ✓ H H ✓ ✓   

64 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   ✓         ✓   

65 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

66 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   ✓ ✓   1 ✓ ✓   

67 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   ✓   1     9   

68 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   2 2 ✓ H ✓ ✓   
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      August 2020 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

69 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

70 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra 1 2             

71 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

72 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   2         6   

73 White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus             1   

74 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

75 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

76 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H ✓   

77 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

78 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

79 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis   H   1   ✓ ✓   

80 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus       3   ✓ ✓   

81 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

82 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula ✓ ✓ H H 2 ✓ ✓   

83 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris       ✓   H     

84 Twite  Linaria flavirostris   6 8   4   1   

85 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

86 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

87 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra       12   H     

88 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

89 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

90 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella   2 2+   1       

91 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus   2             

 

Other species 

      Date:  August 2020 

  Scientific name Common name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

  Amphibians & Reptiles                   

1 Common Toad Bufo bufo       ✓ ✓   ✓   

2 Common Frog Rana temporaria         ✓   ✓   

3 Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara           1 2   

4 Slow Worm Anguis fragilis     3           

                      

  Dragonflies                   

1 Golden-ringed Hawker Cordulegaster boltonii         1       

2 Common (Highland) Darter Sympetrum striolatum           ✓     

3 Moorland Hawker Aeshna juncea   ✓       ✓     

4 Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta       1         

                      

  Butterflies & Moths                   

1 Green-veined White Pieris napi ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

2 Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3 Peacock Aglais io ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

4 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         



Scotland’s Mammals & Highlights of the Highlands Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek   October 2020 13 
 

      Date:  August 2020 

  Scientific name Common name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

5 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria   ✓       ✓     

6 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja       2   1     

7 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae ✓ ✓ ✓           

8 Grayling Hipparchia semele             ✓   

9 Large Yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba   ✓             

                      

  Other species                   

1 Lion's Mane Jellyfish Cyanea capillata     1   1       

2 Brown Trout Salmo trutta           ✓     

3 3-spined Stickleback Gasterosteus aculeatus             ✓   

 

 


