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Tour Participants: Marcus John & Dan Lay (Naturetrek tour leader) and eleven clients. 

 

Day 1                                                                                 Sunday 1st August 

Glasgow to Glenborrodale via Glencoe and Corran Ferry 

 

We met in Glasgow and set off on the long drive to Ardnamurchan. After enjoying views of Loch Lomond and 

refreshments at the Green Welly Stop in Tyndrum, we drove across Rannoch Moor and then through Glen Coe, 

considered one of the most spectacular and beautiful places in Scotland. Soon after, we crossed Loch Linnhe at 

Corran Ferry, drove on to Strontian and along Loch Sunart to Salen. We enjoyed our first views of West 

Ardnamurchan as we continued along the winding single track road to Glenborrodale. We arrived in good time 

for our evening meal at the Visitor Centre. As we drove back to the Bunkhouse, we saw our first Otter feeding in 

Glenmore Bay – what a start to the tour! After dinner, those that stayed up were rewarded with our first look at 

Pine Martens, two of which came in to feed in front of our lounge window. It is always a treat to get so close to 

an enigmatic species that usually stays well hidden. 

 

Day 2                                                                               Monday 2nd August 

Port na Croisg, Camas Fearna, Camas nan Geall, Ardnamurchan Point, Sanna Bay 

 

We started our day with a pre-breakfast walk down to Glenborrodale Bay. The sky was clearing as we made our 

way out to Aperitif Point. Here we found Chris and David, who had already seen an Otter! The rest of us would 

have to wait for another chance. 

After breakfast we set off to drive west along the shores of Loch Sunart to Ardnamurchan Point. The two bays 

were quiet and there were no large raptors flying at Camas Nan Geall, though the views of Ben Hiant were 

magnificent. We made our way along the single-track road that leads to the westerly village of Kilchoan and then 

on to Ardnamurchan Point. There was scarcely a breeze so the seabirds were somewhat distant but included 

around 1,000 Manx Shearwaters; a Red-throated Diver flew much closer, carrying a small fish. The calm 

conditions were perfect for cetacean watching and we soon found a pod of Common Dolphins swimming 

steadily northwards, offering good views in the scope. After several minutes, Dan found another cetacean which 

turned out to be a Minke Whale! Another pod of Common Dolphins rounded off a great sea-watching session. 

Next stop was Sanna Bay, which looked beautiful in the warm sunshine. Here we found a breeding pair of 

Ringed Plovers, who did a great job of distracting us away from their young. However, it was rather busy so we 

set off to return to Glenborrodale. We stopped at Loch Mudle when we found another Red-throated Diver; the 

summer plumage was quite clear through the scope. Then suddenly Chris spotted a large raptor flying in front of 

the forest opposite – an adult White-tailed Eagle. As we all watched, another adult flew across before they both 

departed in different directions – what an encounter. 
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Day 3                                                                               Tuesday 3rd August 

Loch Sunart – Bloody Bay (Mull) - Sea of the Hebrides – Muck - Ardnamurchan Point 

 

Before breakfast, we visited Aperitif Point, where we watched a total of four Otters feeding in the outer part of 

the bay – it is a real privilege to get such prolonged views of this elusive species. 

We spent the rest of the day at sea on board the Laurenca with skipper Andy Jackson. As we set off westwards 

along Loch Sunart, we had several encounters with the resident Harbour Porpoises, saw feeding flocks of 

Common Terns and sailed very close to a group of over 50 Common Seals on a low skerry; amongst them we 

managed to find one Grey Seal. As we entered the Sea of the Hebrides, we began to see a range of seabirds: 

Gannets. Manx Shearwaters, Guillemots, Razorbills and best of all, a Storm Petrel that flew close alongside, 

showing its white rump and dangling its feet into the water. As we approached the Isle of Muck, several Black 

Guillemots flew close to the boat and Common Eiders were feeding in the harbour. 

After a break in the tea-rooms on Muck, we motored back past Ardnamurchan Point and into Loch Sunart, 

where we hoped to find another eagle to add to the one seen above Bloody Bay. Sure enough, a pair were 

soaring above the sheer cliffs and to or delight, were quickly identified as Golden Eagles! 

We enjoyed another excellent dinner at the Visitor Centre then headed back to complete our daily checklist 

before waiting for the Pine Martens. No less than four Pine Martens visited the patio area outside the window, 

running around and interacting together as they found the various titbits that we had put out. A great end to a 

memorable day. 

 

Day 4                                                                          Wednesday 4th August 

Isle of Carna – Loch Teacuis – Ockle 

 

Another early morning visit for some of us to Glenborrodale Bay yielded more views of Otters; it was great to 

watch them interact through the scope.  

After breakfast, we again boarded the Laurenca with Andy but this time to visit the nearby Isle of Carna and the 

hidden gem that is Loch Teacuis. As we crossed Loch Sunart, three Harbour Porpoises swam past; Andy turned 

off the engine and they approached so close that we could hear them exhale as they surfaced! We landed on 

Carna and Andy gave us a guided tour of the island, which is being managed as a wildlife project by a local 

Community Interest Company. The Whitbread Shorthorn cattle that have helped to recreate the flower-rich 

meadow remained on the distant slopes but a small flock of Redpoll flew close (though never perching in view!) 

We continued into the tranquil waters of Loch Teacuis, where Andy stopped to look for wildlife on a long 

sandbank. Amongst the Common Terns we found Curlew, Redshank and Greenshank. We had exceptionally 

close views of Common Seals – very photogenic! A White-tailed Eagle flew high overhead as we headed out of 

the loch. We found a summer-plumaged Red-throated Diver on the way back to Laga Bay and saw the “Iron-

age” feral goats that live on the island of Risga. 

In the afternoon we visited the northern part of Ardnamurchan, driving out to Ockle. The valley that stretches 

down to Achateny is a reliable place for deer and we soon found a large herd of Red Deer, mainly females with 

their young. Closer to Ockle, we saw a very obliging Roe Buck, who stood out on a low rise to give us all great 

views. 
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Day 5                                                                              Thursday 5th August 

Acharacle - Loch Shiel – Dorlinn/Castle Tioram – Garbh Eilean hide 

 

On the only wet day of the tour, we explored the eastern part of Ardnamurchan, driving through Salen before 

turning north for Acharacle. Here we spent some time on the jetty that overlooks the western end of Loch Shiel. 

Tufted Ducks and Little Grebes were obvious but it took a little longer to locate a more distant group of Black-

throated Divers – all in breeding plumage. This species is a rare breeder in the UK, only to be found on Scottish 

lochs – to see seven together is very unusual. 

Our next stop was the remote Castle Tioram, the ancestral seat of the Clanranald. Strategically located to control 

access to Loch Moidart and the River Shiel, this was an important fortress during the Middle Ages. It is certainly 

an atmospheric setting, where we found a large flock of Goosander but as the rain began to pour, we decided to 

retreat to the vehicles. 

Next stop was the hide at Garbh Eilean, a great place to scan Loch Sunart on a rainy day. Built from local oak 

with a turf roof, it blends superbly into the surrounding maritime oak woodland. We ate our lunch watching the 

local seals and terns as they fed in the shallow waters. As the rain continued, we decided to return to the 

bunkhouse for much needed hot drinks. 

After dinner at the Visitor Centre (where we saw a flock of about 50 Golden Plover), we again visited Aperitif 

Point and were rewarded with more prolonged views of a female Otter with her two well-grown cubs; it was 

great to watch them interact, the female diligently fishing while the two cubs were sometimes distracted by the 

need to play with each other. 

Day 6                                                                                   Friday 6th August 

Isle of Mull – Night drive 

 

We split up before breakfast, some to visit Glenborrodale Bay, others staying to examine the moth trap. Over 

fifteen species were identified, including Beautiful Golden Y, Silver Spangle, Swallow-tailed Moth and Buff-tip. 

After breakfast at the Visitor Centre, we set of for Kilchoan - but soon stopped to admire a Tawny Owl perched 

in a roadside tree! We caught the ferry to Tobermory and set off to explore the Isle of Mull. We started searching 

in earnest at the head of Glen More, where we soon found a White-tailed Eagle drifting high overhead. We 

drove down the valley to the head of Loch Beg, where we had great views of a hunting ring-tail Hen Harrier. A 

little further on, we stopped on the shores of Loch Scridain to see a female Otter with two small cubs, feeding in 

the weedy shallows. We all watched as they swam slowly along the shoreline before eventually climbing out to 

rest and groom each other. Once they swam back into the loch, we realised that we had been watching them for 

about 45 minutes! We almost missed another White-tailed Eagle that flew across the loch where the Otters 

swam. We then returned via Loch Na Keal to Tobermory; we had plenty of time to explore this picturesque 

town with its multi-coloured houses and stone harbour. 

Back on Ardnamurchan, we had pizzas for dinner before heading out on our night drive. Above Loch Mudle we 

found several superb young stags with impressive antlers. Further on was a big herd of females with young, a 

Roe Deer and a very brief Red Fox. As we returned to the bunkhouse, we startled a Barn owl from a roadside 

post. 
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Day 7                                                                               Saturday 7th August 

Swordle - Loch Mudle – Beinn na Mointich Leathainn 

 

We started our last full day on Ardnamurchan with a slow drive along the southern coast of the peninsula. A 

White-tailed Eagle flew very low across Camas Fearna, its huge size obvious from the crows and gulls that were 

mobbing it. While we examined the roadside flora (including Common Spotted Orchid), Dan caught a beautiful 

Common Lizard for everyone to admire. Driving around the back of Ben Hiant, we saw yet another White-tailed 

Eagle soaring along the ridge above the road. 

We headed across to the north coast at Swordle, where we parked by the farmhouse before walking down to the 

Bay. This beautiful area has been the subject of an ongoing archaeological study, which has revealed almost 

continuous human occupation since the Stone Age. Most noteworthy are the extensive Bronze Age structures 

and the site of a Viking ship burial. On the beach itself, we enjoyed watching a family of Ringed Plovers before a 

torrential shower sent us scurrying for cover!  

On our return journey, we stopped above Loch Mudle to eat our lunch, just as the sun came back out. Butterflies 

here included several Scotch Argus and Dark Green Fritillaries. We then took a private estate road through the 

forested hills back to Glenborrodale. On the way, Janet spotted a young White-tailed Eagle perched in a pine tree 

only 100 metres from the road. We carefully left our vehicles and were able to get photographs as it sat still, 

unconcerned by our presence. After several minutes it did fly away, only for an adult to fly in after it. Our best 

eagle encounter of the week by far. 

Day 8                                                                                 Sunday 8th August 

Glenborrodale to Glasgow via Corran Ferry and Glencoe 

 

We set off immediately after breakfast for the long drive back to Glasgow. We crossed back over Loch Linnhe 

on the Corran Ferry before stopping to look for Red Squirrels in Glen Righ forest, but alas no luck. Continuing 

through the mountains, we enjoyed views of Glen Coe before taking a break in Tyndrum. We arrived back in 

Glasgow in plenty of time for everyone to catch their various trains and planes.  

It had been a memorable week with superb views of a number of sought-after mammals. From point-blank 

views of Pine Martens, through our close encounter with a pod of Harbour Porpoise to prolonged views of 

several Otters, it was impossible to agree on the best moment! We also enjoyed encounters with both Golden 

and White-tailed Eagles, as well as a range of other highland species - all amidst the most stunning scenery. 

Ardnamurchan is a unique area and our week here will linger long in the memory. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Checklist 
 
Mammals 
 

    Date: 1-8 August 2021 

Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

River Otter Lutra lutra 1 1 4 4 4 5 3   

Pine Marten Martes martes 2 2 4 2 2 2     

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus       2 3 6     

Red Deer Cervus elaphus 4 30 12 60 300 25 60   

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes           1     

Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis   20             

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena     10 3   3 2   

Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina   4 50 30 c20 12 3   

Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus     1           

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata   1             

Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus     1 1         

British Primitive Goat (feral) Capra aegagrus hircus     3 2         

 

Birds 
 

    Date: 1-8 August 2021 

Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Canada Goose  Branta canadensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Greylag Goose  Anser anser ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Mute Swan  Cygnus olor           2     

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca         2       

Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula         5       

Common Eider  Somateria mollissima 4   4   20 10     

Common Merganser  Mergus merganser         20 4     

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


Scotland’s Mammals & Highlights of the Highlands Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     November 21 
 

    Date: 1-8 August 2021 

Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator       2 4 5     

Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa     1           

Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata   2   1         

Black-throated Diver  Gavia arctica         7       

European Storm Petrel  Hydrobates pelagicus     1           

Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   1000 500           

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       1 5 1     

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   c25 c40 1 5 3 3   

European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   ✓ ✓ ✓ 3 6 2 2 

Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo     2   1 3 1   

Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos     2           

Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   1 1           

Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus           1     

White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   3 2 1   5 4   

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   c10 2 6 1 8 8   

Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria   2     50 50     

Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   2 1       3   

Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago   1             

Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   3   9 5 10 1   

Common Redshank  Tringa totanus       3         

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   H   1 3   3   

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   2   2 2       

Dunlin  Calidris alpina     5   20       

Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla     2           

Black-headed Gull  
Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus   1 3 2 6       

Common Gull  Larus canus   1 1 2 2 4     

Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii     1           

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   20+ 100 100 40 15 20 10 

Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea         1       

Great Skua  Stercorarius skua     2           

Common Guillemot Uria aalge   6 20+     2 4   

Razorbill  Alca torda     2       2   

Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle 1 1 11   1 3 1 2 

Rock Dove  Columba livia     1   3       

Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus 1 2       1     

Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 1 4 4     1 1   

Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus   1   1 1       

Tawny Owl  Strix aluco           1     

Barn Owl Tyto Alba         1 1     

Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major H H   H 2   1   

Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1   1   4     

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   1             
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    Date: 1-8 August 2021 

Common name Scientific name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius       2 2   2   

Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Northern Raven  Corvus corax   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Coal Tit  Periparus ater   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum       1 2   ✓   

Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus   3         4   

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   H         1   

Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita   1   1 1 1 2   

Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   1       1 6   

Goldcrest  Regulus regulus     H     H 1   

Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   H 2 H     1   

Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris             1   

Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Blackbird  Turdus merula     1 2 2 2 2   

Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   1 2 2     2   

Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus   1 3   5 1 1   

European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   1 4 2   1 3   

Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra             1   

European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   6   2   3 2   

Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   3 4   3 c10 2   

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Dunnock  Prunella modularis   1 2 2 1   1   

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   1         2   

Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   1   1   2     

Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris         1       

Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina     3       2   

Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea     1 6 2   2   

European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus         2   1   

Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella   H H H   H H   

 
 

Other 

 
Common name Scientific name 

Common Toad Bufo bufo 

Common Frog Rania temporaria 

Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara 
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Common name Scientific name 

Green-veined white Pieris napi 

Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 

Dark Green Fritillary Speyeria aglaja 

Peacock Aglais io 

Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 

Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii 

Common Carder Bombus pascuorum 

Wolf Spider Pardosa amentata 

  

Moon Jellyfish Aurelia aurita 

Lion's Mane Jellyfish Cyanea capillata 

Beadlet Anemone Actinia equina 

Hermit Crab Pagurus bernhardus 

Sand Eel Hyperoplus sp 

Black Slug Arion äter 

Edible Crab Cancer pagers 

 
Plants 
 

Common name Scientific name 

Grass of Parnassus Parnassia palustris 

Harebell Campanula rotundifolia 

Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria 

Eyebright Euphrasia 

Oxeye Daisy Leucanthemum vulgare 

Ling Heather Calluna vulgaris 

Bell Heather Erica cinerea 

Self-heal Prunella vulgaris 

Bog Asphodel Narthecium ossifragum 

Marsh Woundwort Stachys palustris 

Tormentil Potentilla erecta 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Sandpiper 


