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Tour participants: Marcus John (Leader), Alison Steel (co-leader) with 11 Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1                                                                                Monday 9th August 

Glasgow to Glenborrodale via Glencoe and Corran Ferry 

 

We met in Glasgow and set off on the long drive to Ardnamurchan. After enjoying views of Loch Lomond and 

refreshments at the Green Welly Stop in Tyndrum, we drove across Rannoch Moor and then through Glen Coe, 

considered one of the most impressive places in Scotland. Soon after, we crossed Loch Linnhe at Corran Ferry, 

drove on to Strontian and along Loch Sunart to Salen. We enjoyed our first views of West Ardnamurchan as we 

continued along the winding single track road to Glenborrodale. We arrived in good time for our evening meal at 

the Visitor Centre. As we drove back to the Bunkhouse, we saw our first Otter feeding in Glenmore Bay – what 

a start to the tour! After dinner, those that stayed up were rewarded with our first look at Pine Martens, two of 

which came in to feed in front of our lounge window. It is always a treat to get so close to an enigmatic species 

that usually stays well hidden. 

 

Day 2                                                                             Tuesday 10th August 

Port na Croisg, Camas Fearna, Camas nan Geall, Ardnamurchan Point, Sanna Bay 

 

We started our day with a pre-breakfast walk down to Glenborrodale Bay. The sky was clearing as we made our 

way out to Aperitif Point, with its stunning views across the outer bay. We scanned for Otters but alas, only 

Common Terns and Common Seals were there to keep us company. We would have to wait for another day. 

After a delicious, cooked breakfast at the Visitors Centre, we headed westward towards Ardnamurchan Point. 

First, we visited two shallow bays near to Glenborrodale. At the second of these, Camas Fearna, we picked out a 

pod of Harbour Porpoises feeding out in the loch. We continued down the single-track road to the viewpoint 

above Camas Nan Geall (where St Columba first landed in mainland Scotland); the views from here are 

spectacular. As we drove around the back of Ben Hiant, we spotted a group of magnificent Red Deer stags in a 

clearing by the road, an unusual sight during the stalking season.  

Our journey continued past Loch Mudle (the largest freshwater loch on the peninsula) and on towards Kilchoan. 

From the vehicle, we were lucky enough to find a juvenile White-tailed Eagle still on the nest. Although distant, 

we all had splendid views through the ‘scope. 

We finally arrived at Ardnamurchan Point, where we scanned the sea from the lighthouse compound. We saw a 

huge raft of well over 1,000 Manx Shearwaters, watched Gannets fly past and enjoyed a coffee break in the café. 

After that, it was time to return to Glenborrodale, though we saw another White-tailed Eagle near Ben Hiant 

before the day was done. 

Day 3                                                                        Wednesday 11th August 

Acharacle – Loch Shiel – Dorlinn/Castle Tioram – Garbh Eilean hide – Kilmory  

 

The day started with heavy rain as we set off to explore the eastern part of the peninsula. We drove out to 

Acharacle to visit the jetty that overlooks Loch Shiel. We saw some new bird species including Little Grebe and 

Tufted Duck but could not find the divers that we had hoped to see. However, as we were about to leave, a 
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White-tailed Eagle flew out low across the end of the loch and as it circled round, we could clearly see the 

distinctive white tail that told us this was an adult bird. It disappeared behind some forestry away to our left but 

then reappeared for a repeat fly past - fantastic! 

Our next stop was the remote Castle Tioram, the ancestral seat of the Clanranald. Strategically located to control 

access to Loch Moidart and the River Shiel, this was an important fortress during the Middle Ages. It is certainly 

an atmospheric setting and we enjoyed searching the tide line for waders. 

Next stop was the hide at Garbh Eilean, a great place to scan Loch Sunart on a rainy day. Built from local oak 

with a turf roof, it blends superbly into the surrounding maritime oak woodland. We ate our lunch watching the 

local seals and terns as they fed in the shallow waters. We found a small flock of Goosander and had to 

doublecheck when four Red-breasted Mergansers appeared on the island right next to them! As the rain 

continued, we stopped to buy German apple cake from a cottage in Salen and returned to the bunkhouse for 

much needed hot drinks. 

In the afternoon we headed back west and as we passed Loch Mudle, we saw two more White-tailed Eagles 

being mobbed by a Buzzard; the huge size of the eagles was very apparent. We continued to the north coast of 

Ardnamurchan and enjoyed a walk down to the beach at Kilmory, where we found several Ringed Plover on the 

strand. On arriving at the Visitor Centre for dinner, we were pleased to see yet another White-tailed Eagle 

overhead before a Sparrowhawk dashed through the garden, causing pandemonium among the local sparrows. 

Day 4                                                                            Thursday 12th August 

Swordle – Kilchoan – Lochan a 'Mhadaidh Riabhaich 

 

The day started with bright sunshine as we made our way across to the north coast. As we headed down the glen 

towards Achateny, we stopped to watch no less than three White-tailed Eagles flying along the ridge above us. A 

small number of Red Deer were also present.  

We continued across to the north coast at Swordle, where we parked by the farmhouse before walking down to 

the Bay. This beautiful area has been the subject of an ongoing archaeological study, which has revealed almost 

continuous human occupation since the Stone Age. Most noteworthy are the extensive Bronze Age structures 

and the site of a Viking ship burial. On the beach itself, we enjoyed watching a family of Ringed Plovers. 

Looking out to sea, we found three Great Skuas following a lone fishing boat, their dark shapes looking 

menacing as they harassed the gulls. 

The rain began to fall as we drove back to the north coast; on the way, a freshly harvested meadow contained 

our first Lapwing and a couple of Curlews. After lunch in Kilchoan, we headed back towards Glenborrodale via 

the private estate road that runs through the forestry. We were delighted when we found an adult White-tailed 

Eagle perched in a tall pine above a lochan. We waited for a few minutes before it began to call; its partner then 

flew in and landed on a nearby hillside. This had been quite the week for eagles. 

Day 5                                                                                 Friday 13th August 

Garbh Eilean hide – Ariundle Centre – Kentra Moss/Bay - Arivegaig – Acharacle 

 

It was one of those wet and windy highland days, so after breakfast, we returned to the turf roofed hide at Garbh 

Eilean to scan Loch Sunart – an ideal place on a rainy day. As we watched the local seals and terns feeding in the 

shallow waters, we found a flock of Eider ducks in a motley assortment of transitional plumage. 
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The rain was unrelenting, so we drove eastwards to enjoy hot drinks and cakes at the lovely Ariundle Centre. 

Returning westwards, we explored Kentra Moss, a large, raised peat bog, and the wide expanse of Kentra Bay. As 

we passed through Acharacle, we stopped once again at the jetty overlooking Loch Shiel. This time, we did find a 

superb Black-throated Diver, though we needed the scope to really appreciate its breeding plumage. The heavy 

rain and strong winds continued as we returned to the bunkhouse.  

We enjoyed another great dinner at the Visitor Centre, freshly prepared by Richard and Vicky, who were 

excellent hosts throughout our stay. After dinner, we completed the list of sightings for the day before enjoying 

more views of the local Pine Martens right outside our living room window – even climbing onto the windowsill 

itself. 

Day 6                                                                             Saturday 14th August 

Isle of Mull - Fishnish - Glen More – Loch Scridain – Loch Na Keal – Tobermory 

 

We started searching in earnest at the head of Glen More, where we saw a White-tailed Eagle drifting high 

overhead. We continued down the length of the glen to the head of Loch Scridain, where we looked carefully for 

Otter. After several stops, Marcus saw an Otter’s head poking up through some seaweed, close to the vehicles. 

Everyone got out to look but it was nowhere to be seen, so Marcus set off down the road to search. Meanwhile, 

Alison stayed with the group and they soon picked it up again at it swam close to shore, feeding continuously. 

Our best views of Otter so far! 

As we continued through the dramatic landscape of western Mull, we spotted a raptor flying low over the open 

moorland; on closer inspection, it turned out to be a ring-tail Hen Harrier. We watched as it quartered the 

shallow valley, the sun catching its distinctive white rump from time to time. 

We drove on along the shores of Loch Na Keal until we came to some low skerries, where we found an adult 

White-tailed Eagle, soon joined by its partner. Reluctantly, we left them behind in order to get to Tobermory in 

time for our return ferry. As we motored across to Kilchoan, we saw lots of Manx Shearwaters, Kittiwakes and 

diving Gannets. Better still, we found a pod of Common Dolphins swimming past and occasionally breaching. 

What a wonderful way to complete a memorable day on Mull. 

Day 7                                                                               Sunday 15th August 

Loch Sunart – Bloody Bay (Mull) - Sound of Mull – Isle of Carna 
 

Written by Alison – “While Marcus was opening the moth trap at the bunkhouse, Sally was keen to get in 

another otter watching session, so she and Alison headed down to the bay again to see if they could track down 

heretofore elusive creatures. A scan of the inner bay revealed the usual suspects of Grey Heron, Oystercatcher 

and Greenshank on the exposed skerries, so we carried on to aperitif point to get a view of the outer bay. As we 

walked, a Great Spotted Woodpecker was seen on a tree trunk and a number of Blackbirds scattered from within 

a bush. On arrival, other than the noisy terns out near the islands, it was fairly quiet. After spending some time 

watching for movement we prepared to leave when suddenly there was a ripple on the water out by the skerries 

across the bay. Finally! An otter! Through binoculars we watched as it made its way around the far side of the 

bay, occasionally diving and coming up with some breakfast. Having just watched it dive, almost immediately 

some more ripples started further round and a third set coming out from the nearer shore. With them never all 

being up at the same time, it was tricky to be sure, but it looked as through we had 3 otters after almost a full 

week of unsuccessful morning visits. As we prepared to leave very happy, one set of ripples suddenly did a right 
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turn in the middle of the bay and came towards us. We held our breaths! Surfacing, it did a scan then carried on 

swimming our way, occasionally ducking under kelp strands. It then came out on the far side of a rock and 

proceeded to spraint the top of the rock to mark its territory. This likely made it a male. Happy with the mark, it 

then slid down the near side of the rock and came closer, swimming across the channel to the shore just below 

us. Climbing out onto the semi-submerged jetty, it calmly made its way along the rocks. Slipping back into the 

water, it rounded another rock, continuing to swim on the surface, looking right at us! Following the shoreline 

just below the platform we were standing on, it casually carried on round, stopping to spraint mark a further 

exposed rock before disappearing out of sight around the island. Wow! What an encounter. It must have been 

less than 3m away from us at a couple of points. Feeling elated, we prepared to leave again when more ripples 

caught our eye. Another otter was out in the middle of the bay. There was then a bit of confusion as small 

common seal inserted itself into the mix and we were sometimes seeing the otter briefly surface then other times 

the seal. Finally the seal hauled itself out onto one of the rocks the earlier otter had just marked and the otter 

disappeared across the bay. There was a definite spring in our step as we made our way back to the bunkhouse. 

 

The unsettled weather had necessitated that we delay our boat trip until the last day, and even then, it was too 

windy to get across to the Isle of Muck. Instead, we motored slowly through Loch Sunart, enjoying close views 

of more Harbour Porpoises and Common Seals. We went across to Bloody Bay on Mull, where after some 

searching, we found the White-tailed Eagle nest and both adults perched nearby. We worked out that we had 

now seen a total of at least eleven different White-tails on this tour. 

As we headed back across the Sound of Mull, Andy spotted dolphins some way off and immediately changed 

course to close the distance. As they came closer, we realised that they were not the Commons we had supposed, 

as they were too big with exceptionally long dorsal fins. We soon realised that this was a group of four Risso’s 

Dolphins! We enjoyed fantastic views as they swam around us, one youngster breaching clear of the water. 

Elated, we were continuing back into Loch Sunart when once again, we saw dolphins surfacing. This time we 

had found a pod of around 15 Common Dolphins, who approached very close as they swam past – so three 

cetacean species in the space of two hours! 

Andy gave us a guided tour of the Isle of Carna before we set off to return to Laga Bay. As we motored back 

across the loch, our trip was topped off by our first sighting of Golden Eagle, which circled high above the hills. 

When we disembarked, we all thanked Andy for what had been an outstanding day. 

 

Day 8                                                                              Monday 16th August 
Glenborrodale to Glasgow via Corran Ferry and Glencoe 

 

We set off immediately after breakfast for the long drive back to Glasgow. We crossed back over Loch Linnhe 

on the Corran Ferry before continuing through the mountains, where we enjoyed views of Glen Coe before 

taking a break in Tyndrum. We arrived back in Glasgow in plenty of time for everyone to catch their various 

trains and planes.  

It had been a memorable week with superb views of several sought-after mammals. From point-blank views of 

Pine Martens, through close encounters with both Risso's and Common Dolphins, to good views of a feeding 

Otter on Mull, there were numerous highlights! We also enjoyed multiple encounters with White-tailed Eagles 

and found the more elusive Golden Eagle. In addition, we saw a range of other highland species - all amidst 

some of the most stunning scenery in Scotland. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Checklist 
 
Mammals 
 

   Date: 9-16 Aug 2021 

Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

River Otter Lutra lutra 1         1 3   

Pine Marten Martes martes 3 3 2 3 1 1+ 1   

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus       1         

Red Deer Cervus elaphus 8 12 c80 c20 9 c110 7   

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   6         8   

Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina   3 c10 1 2 6 50   

Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis           4 15   

Risso's Dolphin Grampus griseus             4+   

 

Birds 
 

  Dates - August       

Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Canada Goose  Branta canadensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Greylag Goose  Anser anser   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   15 15 18 20 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca     1           

Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula     7   7       

Common Eider  Somateria mollissima     10   42       

Common Merganser  Mergus merganser     6           

Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator     4     2 21   

Black-throated Diver  Gavia arctica         1       

Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   1200   c20   c20 20+   

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       2 3 6 3   

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 1 5 
20
+ 15 

10
+ 

10
+ 10+ 3 
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  Dates - August       

Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   5 3 
10
+   c30 c25   

European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis 6 12 6 6 c20 c10 20 4 

Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo     2     1 1   

Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos             1+   

Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   1 1           

Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus           1     

White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   1 4 5   4 2   

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   8 6 5 6 14 5   

Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus       25   H     

European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria   8 5 20 20   7   

Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   7 5 2         

Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago           H     

Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Redshank  Tringa totanus           1     

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   3 1 3 3 2 4   

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 1 2     1 2 1   

Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla           2     

Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus         1 2 4   

Common Gull  Larus canus   2 2 1 2 1 1   

Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo 
c5
0 6 

c2
5 c70 c20   

100
+   

Great Skua  Stercorarius skua       3         

Common Guillemot Uria aalge   5       6 4   

Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle 4               

Rock Dove  Columba livia   1     4       

Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   2     1   4   

Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   4   1   30 1   

Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   1 1 1         

Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus           1 1   

Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius       1 1   1   

Carrion Crow  Corvus corone   2 2           

Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Northern Raven  Corvus corax 2 4 4 16 1 1 25   

Coal Tit  Periparus ater   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   1   1         

Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus 1     !         

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus     H H   H     

Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   1   2     3   
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  Dates - August       

Common name Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   1 2 1 2 1 1   

Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris     H           

Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   1 2 10         

Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   4   c60         

European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   1 1 2 1 1 2   

Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra       2   1     

European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   2 2 2   2 1   

Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   2 6 2   c20     

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Dunnock  Prunella modularis       1 1       

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea       5         

Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus     1     1     

Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   1             

Twite  Linaria flavirostris   4       3     

Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   1 1 12   15     

Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea   2             

European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus       H         

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Sandpiper 


