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Tour participants – Dave Jackson and Andy Bunten (Leaders) with nine Naturetrek clients  

Summary  

This Ardnamurchan trip was an unqualified success. The weather was really good, plenty of sun – only half a day 

of rain/fog – and all the time warm and still. The food and welcome we had from Richard and Vicky were 

simply magnificent. They couldn’t do enough for us and we all looked forward to that carefully crafted vegan or 

vegetarian delight or delicious black pudding with relish. We even had fried bread. 

But, of course, the real reason we were in Ardnamurchan was to see the wildlife and we did that in spades. 

It was a mammal trip but we really didn’t expect to be so successful. We found Otters just about every time we 

looked for them and the Pine Martens appeared for us every night. Red Deer were constant companions. Wood 

Mice danced around in front of our lodge; Père David’s Deer gazed at us regally before drifting away; bats flitted 

in front of our bus. But our most tantalising potential record was Wildcat! A juvenile was seen by Niall in the 

house next to our lodge on one night and then a few days later a fleeting glimpse of a feline-like creature was 

seen by some of the group a few days later as we watched the Pine Martens. Was it Wildcat? It certainly could 

have been. How exciting was that! 

Our mammals weren’t only terrestrial, of course, as we had the limpid brown eyes of Harbour and Grey Seals 

peering up at us as we sailed around the islands and peninsula. We were also treated to privileged close ups of 

Harbour Porpoises zipping close to our boat and then the most fantastic spectacle of Common Dolphins, 

together with various seabirds, demolishing a bait ball of fish. It was, as we said, like being in a BBC 

Attenborough film. Breath-taking. 

Birds played their parts too – a White-tailed Eagle perched regally in a tree right under our boat; a Golden Eagle 

hovered over an island intent on its hunting; Siskins trilled overhead; Great Northern Divers, Shags and 

Cormorants ruled the waves and Gannets, shining white, plunged into the sea. 

All this and a hard-fought table tennis tournament at the Lodge. What a fantastic trip and what a wonderful 

holiday. 

Day 1                                                                       Thursday 2nd September 

For this trip we were meeting either at the airport or the railway station. The rail system failed one guest so Andy 

collected two people who arrived by rail and six from the airport while Dave waited to pick up the final member 

of our party. We headed northwards over the Erskine Bridge and alongside Loch Lomond. This huge loch has 

the largest surface area of water of any lake in Britain and also the largest island in any inland water. The twisty-

turny drive alongside the loch is absolutely beautiful and the strong sunshine and clear blue skies made it even 

more so -the hills shone with splendour. 

We stopped for a break at the famous Green Welly in Tyndrum and relaxed with teas, coffees and drink 

purchases. 

Next it was the Corran Ferry where we were fortunate to arrive perfectly on time. After this we entered into the 

single-track roads with passing places - we were in the Highlands! We passed through some gorgeous scenery on 

our way to our Lodge/Bunkhouse and when we arrived, we skipped past the welcoming committee of midges 



Scotland’s Mammals & Highlights of the Highlands Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     December 21 
 

and arranged our belongings into our rooms. Miraculously, Dave’s skilful driving meant he arrived shortly after 

the main bus, and we made it to our hosts for our first evening meal just in time. 

The trip hadn’t produced a lot of sightings, but we saw Common Buzzard, Goldfinches, Jackdaws and the north-

west crow – Hooded Crow. 

After our meal and long journeys, we were all pretty tired and had an early night to prepare for the fun to come. 

 

Day 2                                                                             Friday 3rd September 

Fresh from our travels, we all rose for a 6.30am short trip to the nearby sea loch. A short drive took us to 

Glenmore and we silently crept from the vehicles to check out the shore. 

Silent though we were, it seemed the midges had detected us, and we braved their attention as we quickly found 

two Eurasian Otters intent on their feeding, just off the shore. We watched them as they swam and dived, clearly 

focussed on finding their own breakfast. Although we were watching Otters, our ears were still tuned for birds, 

and we heard Bullfinch, Siskin and Robin calling from the woodlands nearby. Once we felt we’d donated enough 

blood to the midges we made a move down the road to the beautiful Aperitif Point at Glenborrodale Castle. We 

walked down to the loch side where there was a lovely small platform with lichen covered table and chairs. We 

settled in here and quickly found another couple of Otters swimming around the island in front of us and then 

closer to us just by the shoreline. A Great Cormorant was also focussed on finding its breakfast as was a 

stationary Grey Heron. 

Back to the Lodge for a quick freshen and then we were off to Richard and Vicky’s for some much-needed 

porridge-based breakfast. In the nearby fields, mingling with the magnificent Highland Cattle, was a small group 

of Golden Plover and dancing Pied Wagtails flicked around the hooves of the shaggy cows. To add to this lovely 

scene an atmospheric Northern Raven croaked overhead. 

Our next port of call was Camas nan Geall, a fascinating archaeological site that we were to examine more 

closely later during our week. Here we watched as a couple of Ravens lurked at a small cliff edge and marvelled 

at the angle of the toilet placed there for the archaeologists. We drove further west along the peninsula, briefly 

pausing at the site of a former Sand Martin colony and overlooking a lovely loch where formerly there’d been a 

White-tailed Eagle’s nest. 

Our next stop was an area of heather where we saw lots of Meadow Pipits and Linnets and we were able to 

carefully examine the differences between these two basically small brown birds. A dash of excitement was 

created by the sudden appearance of a Eurasian Sparrowhawk which pursued the Linnets unsuccessfully but 

caused mayhem in the process, before disappearing into a small bush. Another perched bird of prey proved to be 

a Common Buzzard while behind us a couple of European Stonechats appeared – one without a tail.  

Our next stop was to the CalMac ferry terminal at Mingary where we found a number of Shags and talked about 

the key differences between these and Great Cormorants. Further away was a small island where Dave found our 

first White-tailed Eagle. This huge bird sat impassively while we admired its magnificent profile, massive beak 

and white tail.  

Next, we drove to the lighthouse, and we’d only been there for a couple of seconds before a Peregrine Falcon 

scythed past looking for an appropriate meal. Our sea watching turned up various pleasures. Gannets were 

constantly flying by and diving into the sea, Manx Shearwaters skimmed the sea’s surface, a Harbour Porpoise 

was seen gradually making its way south around the peninsula while the odd Common Guillemot and Black-

legged Kittiwake were just off shore. We’d heard that Orca had been seen here recently and strained our eyes, 

but to no avail. 
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Lunch and associated refreshments having been taken at the café by the lighthouse, we moved on to Sanna Bay 

across the ancient concentric volcanic circles of rock. Here we had close views of Common Gulls and were able 

to compare them with the more familiar Herring Gulls. A few more Golden Plover stalked the dunes and a close 

and well-marked Skylark crept along by the sandy track in search of seeds. 

We walked past some dune slacks with mint, Grass-of-Parnassus, Common Butterwort and Lousewort growing 

by the tracks and Whirligig beetles and Pond Skaters patrolling the water surfaces. A Migrant Hawker bristled 

through the air and some Mining Bees tunnelled away in a low sandy edge. We luxuriated along the sandy bay, 

and some took the opportunity to do some paddling while others explored the rock pools with their tiny 

Blennies, Barnacles, Shore Crabs and Beadlet Anemones. On the shore a few Dunlins and Ringed Plover 

scuttled to and fro and out to sea two Great Northern Divers floated low in the water. 

We drove back to our Lodge and en route found a herd of over 60 Red Deer – including a big, well-antlered 

stag. Our meal was at 5.30pm, and after it we returned to the Lodge and put out food for the Pine Martens 

which obliged by turning up at 8.15pm – very much on cue! These beautiful mammals put on a good show 

appearing literally inches away from us as they skipped about the window-sills and picnic bench: a fabulous 

conclusion to an excellent day. 

Day 3                                                                        Saturday 4th September 

We had a more relaxed start today with another delicious breakfast - the porridge praised in particular - before 

returning to collect our belongings for the day. Exciting news filtered through that the head keeper of the estate 

had seen a young Wildcat the night before. Intent on the chickens he felt. This meant we were within 100 metres 

of this wonderful mammal. 

The bird feeders at the rear of our Lodge were once again a constant source of movement as Coal Tits, Blue Tits, 

Chaffinches and even the occasional Jay zipped in to collect some nuts or seed. Collared Doves sat out on top of 

various nearby conifer trees – a risky strategy as it later transpired. 

We then climbed back into our vehicles and travelled east along the peninsula to another pier, this time at Salen 

where there was a small shop and some handy toilets. 

We wandered down to the end of the pier which gave out to some fantastic views. Although it has to be said that 

most places on this peninsula have fantastic views. The rocks around the pier end had the usual forms of 

seaweed including Bladder and Egg (or Knotted) Wrack as well as Serrated Wrack. In the trees around the pier 

there were Coal Tits, Goldfinches and Chaffinches and a Bullfinch was calling with its soft, but distinctive, low 

whistle. 

Travelling a little further east still we went along a lovely boardwalk through ancient Oak trees to a beautifully 

constructed hide at Garbh an Eilean. From here we had excellent views of a number of Harbour Seals hauled out 

on the rocks and discussed the key distinguishing features between these and their larger cousins the Grey Seal.  

The trees in this area were covered with a range of lichens – some of them extremely beautiful and shaped 

almost like oak leaves. These are known as Tree Lungwort or Oak Lungwort among a variety of English names. 

It is a relatively rare lichen in Europe – its decline linked to acid rain and other air impurities. Its relative 

abundance is indicative of the relative purity of the air here. 

Outside the hide in the surrounding woodland Blue and Great Tits called and gleaned the leaves for minute 

insects while a Eurasian Treecreeper spiralled its way up the trunks of the Silver Birches. 

As we left this peaceful and almost spiritual place, we encountered a couple taking their cat on a lead for a walk. 

Apparently a Bengal Cat, it had striking markings almost like an Ocelot. I’m not sure what we would have made 

of it if we’d seen it on its own disappearing between bushes 
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Back towards Strontian we made a brief stop by the church and bridge in case the long stay Black Duck was still 

around. The latest information was that it hadn’t been since February this year and had probably died. We found 

what could have been one of its mallard cross offspring – but no Black Duck. The river did have Barn Swallows 

catching insects to fortify them for their journeys to come and a pair of Grey Wagtails disappeared around the 

corner.  

Our lunch was taken just a little further up the road in the surroundings of an extensive Forestry Commission 

woodland known as Ariundle and no sooner had we emerged from our vehicles when first one, and then two, 

huge White-tailed Eagles appeared from behind some trees and circled ever higher above us. Some Common 

Buzzards took exception to their presence and were dive bombing the eagles giving us a wonderful size 

comparison opportunity. Less huge, but no less predatory, was a neat Common Darter that entertained us as we 

ate. 

After lunch we walked through this lovely woodland with a cleared open area leading down to the river on one 

side and many fine Oak trees on the other. Insects were abundant and Dave gave an impressive masterclass on 

the various hoverflies we saw – including the well-named Marmalade Hoverfly. The Oak leaves also showed 

signs of insect activity with many being covered on their undersides by the distinctive Spangle Galls - a result of 

the Spangle Gall Wasp. A huge flock of Eurasian Siskins - we estimated over a hundred – buzzed and trilled 

from the nearby trees, occasionally gathering into a flock and bouncing across the clearing to settle in more trees 

in search of seeds. 

We dropped into a café for refreshments and were speedily served by the staff before we headed to Acharacle 

Pier overlooking the western end of Loch Shiel where we found low-skimming Sand Martins, half-a-dozen Little 

Grebes and a few Tufted Ducks. Our final stop of the day was at the car park at Camas Torsa looking across 

Loch Sunart. We searched the woods around this site for Red Squirrel but sadly, with no joy, and so it was back 

to our hosts at the Natural History Centre for another lovely meal. 

Once back at our Lodge we reassembled ourselves for more Pine Marten watching and applied (salt and palm 

oil-free) peanut butter and jam in the feeding station. The Pine Martens did not appear at their customary time, 

possibly because there was a number of comings and goings at the head keeper Niall’s house. Eventually one 

appeared but just grabbed some food and scurried off.  

However, those who stayed up until after 10pm were rewarded with more sightings as the Marten came back to 

accept the offerings we had provided in a more relaxed way. 

 

Day 4                                                                           Sunday 5th September 

 

We were keen to see Otters again this morning so were up a little before dawn and when the light was good 

headed a short distance to Glenmore. A Pipistrelle bat was enjoying the insects available, but we didn’t find any 

Otters so fairly quickly moved to the delightful Aperitif Point. Here we heard a Greenshank calling and found 

Curlew, Little Grebes and a fishing Great Cormorant before we spotted our Otters. Initially they were fishing 

across the water by the group of three islands before they vanished and reappeared nearer to the mainland. We 

watched them swimming and hunting along a wind line, where we assumed there was a concentration of fish and 

other consumables. More mammals were seen in the shape of two black feral goats busily browsing on the 

vegetation across the water. It was time to head towards our porridge, bacon, toast and other delights and, a nice 

view of a couple of Common Buzzards later, we arrived at Richard and Vicky’s. 

 

Replete, we drove a short distance behind our Lodge and up a steep track to look for the small herd of Père 

David’s Deer that can be found here. We spent some time scouring the scenery but couldn’t find our quarry, so 
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decided to head back to Salen Pier. Here there were the usual Chaffinches, Goldfinches and Collared Doves, 

while over the shore there was a small flock of House Martins together with Barn Swallows.  

 

It was approaching midday so we moved on north to Castle Tioram, where we studied the fascinating 

information board before walking across the causeway – the tide was out – to look at this impressive ruin. There 

were a few Oystercatchers and good views of Rock Pipits which gave us a great opportunity to compare and 

contrast these birds with Meadow Pipits. There was an old White-tailed Eagle’s nest in the conifers and watching 

it, we wondered why Ospreys weren’t around here. It looked perfect for them. We walked back to the leafy car 

park where we heard Great Spotted Woodpecker and found six Long-tailed Tits buzzing around in the canopy. 

Our lunch was taken in this beautiful and peaceful spot, gazing west across the open tidal expanse and getting 

ourselves excited about the types of cake in our packed lunch. 

 

Now we moved back round to Kentra Bay where a group of us had a leg stretch while others watched the 

Eurasian Curlews and Black-headed Gulls that stalked across the mud. We made our way back to the hide at 

Garbh an Eilean. Here we marvelled again at the Lungwort lichens and found new birds in the shape of 14 

Ruddy Turnstones on a rock slowly disappearing under the rising tide. The Harbour Seals were here once again 

and a big Grey Seal floated slowly past giving us a perfect opportunity to compare its more convex head shape 

with the more concave of the Harbour Seals. A Great Cormorant struggled to subdue a big fish while a clearly 

more experienced Grey Heron quickly dispatched and consumed its meal. Motivated by its example we also went 

back for our meal at the Centre and, like the heron, had no difficulty in subduing it. We also were able to spend a 

little time going around the fascinating visitor centre. 

 

The Pine Marten routine was well practiced now and Dave, like a top chef, quickly laid out a hearty meal for our 

hoped-for guests. One visited but like the other night mainly grabbed some food and carried it off. We had an 

added treat this evening as Niall Rowantree, the Sporting Manager of the estate who lived in the house next to 

our lodge, came round to talk to us about his work. It proved a fascinating evening and Niall stayed for nearly 

two hours giving us an insight into the history of Scotland since the Jacobite Rebellion and the impact this had 

on the management and future of Scotland’s countryside. He covered the implications of Queen Victoria’s visit 

to Scotland and subsequent decisions on land use. His views were honestly stated and, perhaps unexpectedly, his 

opinions on what needs to happen in the future often coincided with our own. A very interesting evening. 

 

Day 5                                                                          Monday 6th September 

 

We’d got into the swing of Eurasian Otter watching by now, so once again this morning we headed first to 

Glenmore where one of our party had a brief glimpse of an Otter but we quickly decided that Aperitif Point 

would be more fruitful and moved back to there. Avoiding the low head-banging branch again, we arranged 

ourselves on the low, lichen-covered seats and table and almost immediately we saw Otters. Two were seen and 

one gave us our best views yet, swimming straight towards us. After a while it dived down and was next seen 

across to our left swimming, diving and, we assumed, hunting for food. 

This is a beautiful area and the overnight rain had cleaned the air so there a was a lovely gentle light bringing out 

the best in the pastel shades of the orange and green lichens and the clean grey of the granite boulders with the 

pools of clear water. Our Great Cormorant was present again and a Gannet flew by reminding us that this was 

indeed a sea loch. 
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Back for yet another filling and delicious breakfast, before we headed out and back to Camas nan Geall where we 

wandered down to have a closer look at the archaeological sites. A dig was going on and we chatted to the 

people conducting to hear a little more about this fascinating site. We learned that they were still exploring and 

finding various artefacts including possible corn stores and other buildings – there is clearly still a lot to discover 

about this great place. On the beach we did a little combing with various finds including Edible and Shore Crab 

carapaces, a very washed-up Lion’s Mane Jellyfish, numerous Keel Worm ‘casts’, and some lovely creeping red 

Orache which we took to be Spear-leaved Orache (Atriplex prostrata). 

A flock of nearly 50 Common Linnets was swirling around on the shore and then settling on the fence line to 

preen and have a general wash and brush up. Northern Ravens were in evidence, and we had a nice cameo of 

dive bombing as a Common Kestrel took exception to the presence of a pair of Common Buzzards. As we left 

the site a healthy clump of Redleg (Persicaria maculosa) was seen growing just by the path. 

We’d had a bit of a shower and as we headed towards the lighthouse the rain intensified. We visited the café 

there and had our lunch but the visibility was poor and all we could muster were a couple of Northern Gannets 

and European Shags. 

We drove round to the next bay at Portuairk but parking places were all taken and as the weather wasn’t perfect, 

we decided to return to the Lodge. We had hoped to spend this wet weather in the Information Centre but had 

only just been informed that it was closed! 

We had a brief wander down to the shore of Loch Sunart where the tide was well out and we found a number of 

Grey Herons perched on a rock, saw a Common Greenshank and a handful of Mallards. Back at the bunk house 

we chatted to Niall’s wife Fay who told us that a Goshawk had appeared and taken one of the Collared Doves 

that had been sitting like a target on top of the conifer tree. All we saw was a pile of feathers! 

We put out the usual meal for the Pine Martens and one did come for a while around 8.30pm. Some of the 

group then went on a night drive but unfortunately the heavy rain had changed to a thick fog and not a great deal 

was seen. A Red Fox darted away from the headlamps’ beam, Roe Deer were seen and skilful driving avoided 

making a Common Frog an ex-Common Frog. 

 

Day 5                                                                          Monday 6th September 
 

We’d got into the swing of Eurasian Otter watching by now, so once again this morning we headed first to 

Glenmore where one of our party had a brief glimpse of an Otter but we quickly decided that Aperitif Point 

would be more fruitful and moved back to there. Avoiding the low head-banging branch again, we arranged 

ourselves on the low, lichen-covered seats and table and almost immediately we saw Otters. Two were seen and 

one gave us our best views yet, swimming straight towards us. After a while it dived down and was next seen 

across to our left swimming, diving and, we assumed, hunting for food. 

This is a beautiful area and the overnight rain had cleaned the air so there a was a lovely gentle light bringing out 

the best in the pastel shades of the orange and green lichens and the clean grey of the granite boulders with the 

pools of clear water. Our Great Cormorant was present again and a Gannet flew by reminding us that this was 

indeed a sea loch. 

Back for yet another filling and delicious breakfast, before we headed out and back to Camas nan Geall where we 

wandered down to have a closer look at the archaeological sites. A dig was going on and we chatted to the 

people conducting to hear a little more about this fascinating site. We learned that they were still exploring and 

finding various artefacts including possible corn stores and other buildings – there is clearly still a lot to discover 

about this great place. On the beach we did a little combing with various finds including Edible and Shore Crab 
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carapaces, a very washed-up Lion’s Mane Jellyfish, numerous Keel Worm ‘casts’, and some lovely creeping red 

Orache which we took to be Spear-leaved Orache (Atriplex prostrata). 

A flock of nearly 50 Common Linnets was swirling around on the shore and then settling on the fence line to 

preen and have a general wash and brush up. Northern Ravens were in evidence, and we had a nice cameo of 

dive bombing as a Common Kestrel took exception to the presence of a pair of Common Buzzards. As we left 

the site a healthy clump of Redleg (Persicaria maculosa) was seen growing just by the path. 

We’d had a bit of a shower and as we headed towards the lighthouse the rain intensified. We visited the café 

there and had our lunch but the visibility was poor and all we could muster were a couple of Northern Gannets 

and European Shags. 

We drove round to the next bay at Portuairk but parking places were all taken and as the weather wasn’t perfect, 

we decided to return to the Lodge. We had hoped to spend this wet weather in the Information Centre but had 

only just been informed that it was closed! 

We had a brief wander down to the shore of Loch Sunart where the tide was well out and we found a number of 

Grey Herons perched on a rock, saw a Common Greenshank and a handful of Mallards. Back at the bunk house 

we chatted to Niall’s wife Fay who told us that a Goshawk had appeared and taken one of the Collared Doves 

that had been sitting like a target on top of the conifer tree. All we saw was a pile of feathers! 

We put out the usual meal for the Pine Martens and one did come for a while around 8.30pm. Some of the 

group then went on a night drive but unfortunately the heavy rain had changed to a thick fog and not a great deal 

was seen. A Red Fox darted away from the headlamps’ beam, Roe Deer were seen and skilful driving avoided 

making a Common Frog an ex-Common Frog. 

 

Day 6                                                                         Tuesday 7th September 
 
Today was still a bit damp and cloudy, but the forecast was good which pleased us, as this was our day for an all-

day boat trip. We had a quick, yet still hearty, breakfast and then drove the short distance to Laga Bay to meet 

our boat and our skipper and guide for the day, Andy. 

We’d not been long away from the pier before we found a small pod of Harbour Porpoises. Although they 

normally avoid boats, these animals came close to us, and we could see the whites of their bellies as they swam 

under our boat. We heard from Andy about the animosity often shown by Common Dolphins to Harbour 

Porpoises sometimes killing them. Andy felt this was often sub-dominant male Dolphins who were ‘practising’ 

for when they take over to be the dominant Dolphins of a pod when they then kill the other young Dolphins in 

the group. We had another great opportunity to examine Harbour Seals and European Shags and think about 

separating them from Grey Seals and Great Cormorants respectively. 

Sailing across to Mull, we stayed for a while in Bloody Bay and heard how it got its name from a very bloody 

fight between rival clans. We were here mainly to look for White-tailed Eagle and we found an immense nest in a 

tree and then found an adult bird perched high in a tree. We gently sailed closer eventually getting fabulous and 

close views. A very noble bird with a massive, yellow beak. 

Looking down into the sea we found a second jellyfish – this time thankfully alive – a Moon Jelly pulsating its 

way through the water. We headed towards the lighthouse at the westerly end of Ardnamurchan with Linda 

taking over the controls for a short, but exhilarating, time. 

We were heading broadly towards the Island of Muck, and a Great Northern Diver had flown past when we saw 

some very distant cetaceans leaping and splashing down. Heading towards the excitement, we quickly could see 

these were Common Dolphins with that distinctive hourglass pattern on their sides. 
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We were coming across small groups of Common Guillemots and Razorbills when we found a few more small 

pods of Common Dolphins, some of which came close to us, leaping out of the water and rushing past our boat.  

As we approached Muck we noticed a huge amount of activity on the sea. Gannets were spearing down, 

Dolphins were leaping out and plunging down, Guillemots were diving, and flights of Manx Shearwaters came in 

to join in the fun as did Black-legged Kittiwakes, the latter delicately dipping into the water. This was a fantastic 

sight – like watching a BBC Wildlife programme as someone remarked - clearly a bait ball of fish had been 

rounded up by the Dolphins who were darting through it from all angles to snatch the fish. Gannets were 

making the most of this too and the whole sea was alive with feasting animals – absolutely fantastic! 

All this excitement was making us hungry, so we devoured our lunch as we watched Muck getting closer. Before 

we arrived, another White-tailed Eagle swept past us.  

Then at around 2.30pm, we landed and had about an hour to spend gently wandering around this nice small 

island. We were hoping to have a cup of tea on the island’s café but when Dave was having a friendly chat with 

the manager, he was told that, unfortunately, it was closed today. Instead, we sat in the lovely sunshine and 

watched over the small muddy inlet. It proved very fruitful. A Common Snipe shot out of some marshy 

vegetation, four Common Ringed Plover flew past and settled on the mud to feed and a single Black-tailed 

Godwit also appeared, flew around, then disappeared over the low hill never to be seen again. House Sparrows 

bickered in the bushes, a Wren sang, and a Common Pheasant called from across the bay. 

A flock of some 60 Common Starlings watched from an aerial as we sailed away from Muck and headed back to 

Laga Bay. As before, we were coming across small groups of various auks, mixed gulls and a few more Harbour 

Porpoises. A Great Skua or Bonxie came barrelling towards us from a distant horizon and a little while later an 

Arctic Skua, dark form, flew past us with that distinctive deadly intent. A great flock of around 100 Manx 

Shearwaters flew past below the horizon before settling on the water, presumably having found a surface shoal 

of fish. 

At around 5.30pm another White-tailed Eagle flew alongside the cliff edges before going up a small valley and 

disappearing out of sight. It was now an absolutely beautiful evening and we all luxuriated in some utterly breath-

taking views as we gently sailed along. 

We landed back at the jetty and made our way to our bus before returning to the lodge and preparing for our 

delivery of pizzas for our evening meal. 

Food, including some carefully cleaned bits of Pizza, was put out for the Pine Martens which duly appeared, 

often grabbing a piece of food and wandering off to eat it or sometimes lingering to lick off the obviously 

popular jam.  

As it was such a nice night, we decided to go for another night drive and duly headed west along the Lochside 

road. A bat flew quickly in front of us and the odd Red Deer appeared, before melting away into the woodland. 

We stopped to look at the stars in our clear sky and Jane helped us with her expertise, pointing out various 

constellations, stars and planets. Fascinating. 

On the return we saw a couple of Roe Deer also quickly disappearing into the roadside vegetation. By the time 

we got back, the Red Deer that we regularly saw by our lodge were wandering around the grounds to welcome us 

home. 

 

Day 7                                                                    Wednesday 8th September 
 
Our last full day in the delightful area dawned beautifully and we made our usual quick donation to the midges at 

Glenmore before moving towards Aperitif Point. Two Common Greenshank called, and we picked them up 

some way away perched on a rock. Our regular Otters were there again and some of us had good views through 
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the telescope as they clambered around on the rocks across the bay from our platform. The highlight though, 

was a very fresh Otter spraint which Andy got down on hands and knees to smell while the more sensible just 

used a branch to scoop up a portion. Whichever technique was used, the result was the same and the verdict was 

that it did indeed smell of fish. Fish-flavoured Kit-e Kat came to mind in the tasting (well, smelling) notes 

We had our second boat trip today so regathered at Laga Bay to meet Andy and set sail. Once again, we saw the 

Harbour Porpoises and then we drifted silently into the bay at the island of Carna where Andy told us about his 

conservation work on this island. He is clearly very dedicated to this project which, inevitably, is a very long-term 

one. 

We walked past a number of Bog Asphodel fruiting spikes and managed to find one, late, yellow flower. Andy 

told us about the cattle on the island – Whitbread Shorthorn and Highland Cattle cross. Currently there are nine 

of these, one having died early on. The remaining cattle have settled in well and starting to create the conditions 

that are needed for conservation management.   

Glasswort or Marsh Samphire (Salicornia europaea) was growing in the saltmarsh vegetation. Also on the shore was 

some unattached dense seaweed known as Wig Wrack. Wig Wrack is actually an unattached form of the more 

common seaweed that we’d already found – Egg or Knotted Wrack. Curiously, when broken-off fragments 

arrive in these sheltered sea lochs they divide and multiply in this new form. This seaweed only forms in the 

special conditions of fjordic sea lochs, so is a particularly Scottish speciality. In recognition of this, Wig Wrack 

has been identified as a priority for action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan 

While we admired the handsome cattle a Migrant Hawker zipped about hunting for unsuspecting insects – 

possibly including the Peacock and Red Admirals we saw. A few people, encouraged by the hot sun, decided to 

dangle their legs from the jetty into the crystal-clear water with the various forms of seaweeds swaying to the 

gentle currents. Looking at these it became clear what those air- filled bladders were for – ensure that the 

seaweeds could collect the suns rays and photosynthesise.  

A Common Buzzard was perched on a rock as we left Carna, and shortly after this, a key ‘quarry’ species was 

seen by Dave – Golden Eagle! We watched it for some time as it hung and hovered - clearly hunting – in the air, 

its long tail and more protruding head very obvious. Wonderful. Just the bird we’d been looking for! 

We drifted silently past islands full of Harbour Seals the pups sliding in to the water to check us out. 

We ate our lunch as we passed a muddy area which had Common Ringed Plover and a Common Sandpiper on 

it. Closer to the rocky shore Andy pointed out the various lines created by numerous barnacles and lichen by 

which one could identify the mean neap and spring tides. It was very evident once one’s eye was in. 

When we disembarked at Laga Bay the tide was ideal and, as we walked along the boardwalk, we were treated to 

some marine biology. There were Scallops and Mussels on the sea bed and a Starfish was wrapped round one 

Mussel using its remorseless hydraulic suckers to gradual tire out the Mussels muscles and then invert its 

stomach into the shells to digest its meal. Lovely. Hermit Crabs scuttled about on the sea-bed, a Blenny did some 

lurking and worms emerged from the Keel Worm casts. It’s a fascinating world down there!  

It was around 2.40pm, so we made a quick dash back to our lodge and then went back up to see if we could find 

our Père David’s Deer. With Linda doing a grand gate-keeping job, we were quickly at our site and a short walk 

this time brought us success with around eight of these most curious-looking beasts. A slightly dull Scotch Argus 

initially fooled us into thinking it was a Meadow Brown, but closer photo examination revealed the truth. 

Some then decided to have a longer look at the Exhibition in the Visitor Centre while another group took a brief 

drive on the roads up to Achateny and Ockle. We didn’t add any new sightings but did find four close-by 

Northern Ravens, another dashing Eurasian Sparrowhawk, a handful of European Stonechats and a Common 

Buzzard. 
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We all re-joined at 5.30pm for our last supper: a classic Scottish feast of Cullen Skink, Haggis and neeps, with 

Cranachan to finish off. Bliss. 

Our last Pine Marten session was successful too, with at least two individuals, one a young animal, gorging 

themselves on the food we’d put out. Real excitement was to follow though as four of the group caught a 

glimpse of something passing through a shaft of light to the rear of the keeper’s house. It looked like a cat! We 

knew Niall had no cats so could it possibly have been..? We knew Niall had seen one earlier in the week. A 

suspenseful way to end the trip with those who saw the creature quite sure it was a cat of some sort. 

 

Day 8                                                                        Thursday 9th September 
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Checklist 
 
Mammals 
 

      September 

  Scientific name Common name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra   5   2 3   3   

2 Pine Marten Martes martes   2 1 1 1 3 2   

3 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 1       1 2     

4 Red Deer Cervus elaphus   
60
+ 4 3 2 4 4 x 

5 Père David's Deer 
Elaphurus 
davidianus             8   

6 European Wildcat Felis silvestris   ?!         ?   

7 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes         1       

8 Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis           x     

9 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   1       12 6   

10 
Harbour (Common) 
Seal Phoca vitulina 1   7 1   x x   

11 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus       1   x     

12 Mouse sp   1   1     x     

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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      September 

  Scientific name Common name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

13 Pipistrelle sp         1   x     

14 Feral Goat 
Capra aegagrus 
hircus       2     1   

 
 

Birds 
 

      September 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis     ✓       1   

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser 20   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

4 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula     3           

5 Goosander  Mergus merganser 1               

6 Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus scoticus           ✓     

7 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus   1       1     

8 Rock Dove  Columba livia   4       6     

9 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus       4 2     2 

10 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto     12 6 4 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     6 2     4   

12 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 5 ✓   

13 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria   10             

14 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   2       4 4   

15 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata     1 3 6 3 2   

16 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa           1     

17 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres       14         

18 Dunlin  Calidris alpina   1             

19 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago           1     

20 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos             1   

21 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia     2 H 1   2   

22 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla   1       ✓     

23 Black-headed Gull  
Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus       2   1 4   

24 Common Gull  Larus canus   12   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

25 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ 2 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

26 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

27 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua           1     

28 Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus           1     

29 Common Guillemot Uria aalge   2       ✓     

30 Razorbill  Alca torda           12     

31 Great Northern Diver  Gavia immer   2       2     

32 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   70       100     

33 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   ✓     4 ✓ 6   

34 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   1 2 2 2 2 6   

35 European Shag  Gulosus aristotelis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   6 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

37 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos             1   
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      September 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

38 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   1         1   

39 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   1 2     3     

40 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 1 2 3 4 4 2 2   

41 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco   1   H         

42 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major       1 H H     

43 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   2     2 1     

44 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   1             

45 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius     4 1   1     

46 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula ✓               

47 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone ✓               

48 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

49 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   4 4 4 6 6 8 4 

50 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

51 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   1 2 2 2 ✓ 1   

52 Great Tit  Parus major     2 2 1 1 1   

53 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   1             

54 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia     6 12         

55 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

56 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum     1 6         

57 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus     H 6 2     H 

58 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla     1           

59 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   H H H 1 H H   

60 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris     2           

61 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris   12       60     

62 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   1 1   2   1   

63 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula     2 2 2 1 1   

64 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   2 4 3 4 2 1   

65 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   4       1 6   

66 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus           12     

67 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   1 1 1 2 2 2   

68 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   1 2   2 1     

69 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

70 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

71 European Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   5 ✓ 4 5 2 ✓   

72 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

73 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula   H H           

74 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   20     50       

75 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis ✓ 30 ✓ ✓ 1       

76 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   H 10 ✓ ✓       

77 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella     1           
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Other 
 

    September 

Scientific name Common name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

                    

Common Frog Rana temporaria         1       

                    

Three-spined Stickleback     ✓             

Blenny     ✓             

Sandeel     ✓             

                    

Migrant Hawker     ✓         ✓   

Common Darter     ✓ ✓           

Red Admiral               ✓   

Scotch Argus               ✓   

Peacock               ✓   

Small Copper       ✓           

Speckled Wood           ✓   ✓   

Hoverfly spp        ✓           

White-tailed Bumblebee       ✓ ✓ ✓       

Mining Bee sp     ✓             

                    

Lion's-mane Jellyfish           1 1     

Moon Jelly             1     

Shore Crab           ✓ ✓     

Barnacle sp.         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Limpet         ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Starfish               ✓   

Hermit Crab               ✓   

Scallop               ✓   

Mussels               ✓   

Sea Urchin               ✓   

                    

Wig Wrack               ✓   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Sandpiper 


