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Tour participants: Bob Elliot (Leader) with a group of 10 Naturetrek clients. 

 

Summary 

 

A wonderful nine days aboard the Seahorse II exploring the coastlines and islands of the west of Scotland. Some 

challenging weather meant we had to stay within the sea area of Rum, Canna and Skye choosing quiet, sheltered 

and wildlife rich anchorages overnight. Common Dolphins bow riding and many thousands of seabirds nesting 

on remote cliffs and sea stacks. The eagle watching was spectacular with White-tailed and Golden Eagles seen. 

Otters put in appearances, particularly on the final morning, with a female and well grown cub feeding on the 

shoreline and coming ashore in front of us. Along with great food, accommodation and company, the Hebrides 

and islands wildlife did us proud. 

Day 1                                                                                  Saturday 14th May 

Oban to Loch na Droma Buidhe - Ardnamurchan. 

 

We all met at the Dunstaffnage marina north of Oban for the start of our wonderful tour to explore the Scottish 

islands. We boarded the Seahorse II our home for the next nine days. We set sail up the Sound of Mull as the 

sun started to shine admitting the stunning landscapes in the afternoon light whilst enjoying a lovely afternoon 

tea of home baked scones as we watched the scenery pass by. The first Black Guillemot, Shag, and Common 

Guillemots were seen in the calm waters and Harbour Porpoise were feeding in the tide races as we entered the 

Sound of Mull. A distant Sea Eagle and another perched-on cliffs were a sign of things to come. Two Whimbrel 

flew alongside the boat along with four Curlew. We arrived at our sheltered anchorage in Loch na Droma Buidhe 

off the peninsula of Ardnamurchan and enjoyed the first of our delicious evening meals cooked by our chef 

Sarah. The rest of the evening was spent chatting on deck and two of the group took out a kayak. Arctic Terns 

were flying round the boat calling and seen passing food between adult pairs. 

Day 2                                                                                    Sunday 15th May 

Ardnamurchan to Ulva Ferry via The Threshnish  

 

After a restful night’s sleep and a delicious breakfast we took our boat ashore for a walk round the small 

secluded peninsula and enjoyed views over Loch Sunart and the island of Carna. We had good views of Tree 

Pipit, with one bird demonstrating its parachuting display flight from a tree right in front of us. A Wood Warbler 

was heard in the woodland along with the ubiquitous Willow Warblers. A Woodcock flushed from a boggy area 

at the side of path. Good views of a male Otter were had from the footpath on our return to our boat, the 

animal feeding close to the shore and making repeated dives. 

 

We set sail for the Treshnish Islands and as we were passing the coast of Mull a group of around 25 Common 

Dolphin were seen ahead of us in the tide races. Strong tides and geological features in this area cause upwellings 

that are great feeding grounds for fish, and these areas often attract whales, dolphins and porpoise. As we 

approached the dolphins a few came over to have a close look at our boat, displaying the inquisitiveness of this 

species.  
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As we approached the Treshnish a sub-adult Sea Eagle was seen over the island of Lunga. Amazingly, it was 

mobbed by a Peregrine as it soared above the cliffs in front of us. We went ashore at Lunga and took the shore 

path up to the cliff areas. The stunning spectacle of many thousands of Puffins greeted us on the short grassy 

areas. Many birds were incredibly close to us. Long lenses on cameras were definitely not needed! Further along 

the cliffs we were rewarded by views of a dramatic sea stack, we were able look down on many thousands of 

Guillemots with most looking like they were incubating eggs. A true seabird city with Kittiwakes, Razorbills and 

Shags nesting close by. 

 

Returning to Seahorse II as the wind freshened, we made our way to the Ulva Ferry area where we enjoyed a 

delicious dinner before bed.    

Day 3                                                                                    Monday 16th May 

Ulva Ferry to Rum   

 

We weighed anchor after breakfast and sailed to Rum passing the islands of Muck and Eigg. Eigg is now owned 

by the community after fundraising helped them purchase from a private owner. Our first Manx Shearwaters 

were seen with many birds seen resting on the water in large rafts. The flying birds were distinctive with black 

upper parts and white undersides, clearly seen when shearing along the wave crests and gaining lift with the 

swells. We anchored inside Rum harbour and went ashore for a walk along the shore to an Otter hide; no Otters 

this time but distant views of Black-throated Diver. We continued our walk by heading to Kinloch Castle. A 

Cuckoo was calling in the trees close to us and Mallard, Oystercatchers, Curlew and Eiders were seen on the 

shoreline. Returning to our boat we enjoyed a curry night before watching for wildlife from the decks until dark. 

We were rewarded by a Golden Eagle seen display flying at a White-tailed Eagle. As darkness fell Red-throated 

Divers were seen to fly out to sea in pairs uttering their guttural goose like calls as darkness fell. A lovely evening. 

Day 4                                                                                   Tuesday 17th May 

Rum to Canna and to Dunvegan 

 

We set sail for the idyllic island of Canna after breakfast viewing many Guillemots, Manx Shearwater, Razorbills, 

Gannets, and Puffins as they rode the swells between the islands. The dramatic cliffs and mountains of Rum 

passed by, and we spotted our first Red Deer on the shoreline, Rum being famous for its deer and the studies 

into their population dynamics and biology. The island has starred in many wildlife TV programmes about the 

species.   

 

We arrived at Canna harbour and went ashore for a walk. Rain and wind featured during the first few hours and 

then miraculously gave way to sunny conditions that had us all shedding our waterproof clothing before 

picnicking on the white sandy beach near the bridge between Canna and its sister island of Sanday. We took the 

footpath to the base of the cliffs on Canna and watched Common Shelduck, Eider, Red-breasted Mergansers 

and Great Northern Diver in the bay below our footpath. On our return we chatted to locals and learned about 

the latest concerning island life on Canna. Due to high winds being forecast we set sail for Dunvegan on Skye, as 

regretfully St Kilda wouldn’t be possible due to very high winds in the Minch and west of the Hebrides.  
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Day 5                                                                             Wednesday 18th May 

Dunvegan to Rona 

 

We had moored close to Dunvegan Castle and so went ashore for a walk past the castle and along a single-track 

road for views along the coast. The ever-present Willow Warblers sang from the woodlands and a Grey Wagtail 

was seen foraging along the side of a small burn. We had our lunch on board Seahorse II and then set sail to 

Rona situated on the east side of Skye to the north of Raasay. On our way we were able to view the impressive 

and commanding cliffs of Skye and the Old Man of Storr, the famous rock pinnacle. Great Skuas were seen 

along with many Manx Shearwater, Puffins, Guillemots, Shags, and Great Black-backed Gulls alongside the boat. 

Towards late afternoon we arrived at Loch á Bhráige a secluded and sheltered bay to the north of Rona close to 

the lighthouse. After dinner our watch was rewarded by the sighting of an Otter swimming and feeding around 

the shoreline rocks.  

Day 6                                                                                 Thursday 19th May 

Rona to Plockton via the coast of Raasay  

 

After a restful night in our secluded bay and after a lovely breakfast, we made our way ashore for a walk up to 

the lighthouse on Rona. We were able to watch the many Common Seals in the bay as we made our way to the 

landing jetty in our small boat. On arrival ashore a Red Deer hind was seen grazing on the edge of the lighthouse 

lawns and we had great views  to Skye from the eerily quiet lighthouse buildings and helipad. Many day flying 

moths were seen in the heather areas and a rather fine Oak Eggar moth caterpillar was noted from the side of 

the lighthouse path. On our way back to our small boat some of the group were fortunate to see a Great 

Northern Diver close to the lighthouse jetty, a wonderful bird. 

 

After some morning tea and coffee refreshment back on Seahorse we set sail down the west side of Rona and 

Raasay – a glorious view of the two islands and Arctic Terns and Gannets were seen feeding as we made our way 

south. Later that afternoon we made our way between the Narrows of Raasay where, due to the coast of Skye 

being close to the shore of Raasay tidal currents create upwellings that attract fish and seabirds. More small 

flocks of feeding Arctic Terns were seen along with Fulmars riding the wind and swells.  

 

We moored at Plockton during the late afternoon and went ashore for a walk. Some of the group explored the 

beautiful village with the rest accompanying Bob to the Coral Beach to the west of the Village. A lovely, isolated 

spot with the beach made up of calcified seaweed, known as maerl. We made our way back to our boat for 

dinner and tall tales into the evening.  

Day 7                                                                                       Friday 20th May 

Plockton to Ardnamurchan (Kintra Bay) 
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We awoke to a calm but cloudy morning at anchor at Plockton. Fortified with one of Sarah’s breakfast omelettes 

we departed and made our way down the Sound of Sleet to Inverie on the coast of the Knoydart peninsula. 

Knoydart is cut off from the UK mainland road network, thus meaning access can only be made either by boat 

or by foot. The rugged and remote landscape is one of the primary attractions of the area. Inverie is the main 

settlement area and is home to over half of the full-time residents (currently around 120). After lunch onboard 

Seahorse we went ashore for a walk along the shore and into the woodlands. Eiders were seen in the bay along 

with a Red-throated Diver with woodland species such as Song Thrush, Wren and Willow Warblers singing.  

 

After afternoon tea aboard Seahorse, we weighed the anchor and continued south, passing the port of Mallaig to 

our east and great views of the islands of Eigg and Muck on the west side. We cut through the Sound of Arisaig 

to the north coast of Ardnamurchan to find a quiet and calm anchorage for the night. After dinner Bob took 

some of the group ashore to explore the remote Camas an Lighe beach where we were rewarded with a small 

flock of Sanderling and a pair of Ringed Plovers. It was great to see the migrant Sanderling, a species that does 

not breed in the UK but is a winter visitor and passage migrant in spring and autumn, journeying to and from 

their high Arctic breeding grounds. Our birds were developing their summer plumage. Some nice specimens of 

Echinocardium (sometimes known as Sea Potatoes, a type of sea urchin) were found washed-up on the beach. 

We headed back to Seahorse for warming drinks at the end of another busy day.  

Day 8                                                                                  Saturday 21st May 

Ardnamurchan to Loch Spelve (Mull)   

 

Those up early were treated to views of a Great Northern Diver and seals. We departed the beautiful 

Ardnamurchan anchorage after breakfast and headed off towards Mull and Loch Spelve. There were some 

strong tidal currents round Ardnamurchan lighthouse as we entered the channel between Mull and 

Ardnamurchan and then the Sound of Mull itself that separates Mull and the Morvern peninsula. Porpoise were 

seen travelling and Manx Shearwater were again riding the swells. The winds and swells eased as we entered 

sheltered Loch Spelve. A great spot for Otters and we were not to be disappointed when an Otter was seen close 

to the shore from the decks of Seahorse as she navigated the narrow channel. 

  

We arrived at our anchorage during the late afternoon and we went ashore at the mussel farm and walked round 

the bay passing through woodland and riverine habitats. After admiring some very confiding Red Deer we 

returned to the jetty for a return to Seahorse. We decided on a tour of the bay in the small boat hoping to pick 

up a final Otter of the day. We were to be disappointed but we had stunning views of displaying and quartering 

Short-eared Owl on the nearby grassy shore and a Peregrine flew over the boat. A close White-tailed Eagle was 

the final star species of the afternoon. We retuned to our boat for a lovely final dinner with a special treat of 

fresh mussels as a starter.  

Day 9                                                                                   Sunday 22nd May 

Mull to Oban 

 

After breakfast we made our way up the Firth of Lorn past Oban to Dunstaffnage, once again, seeing many 

seabirds in the water including Puffins, Razorbills and Manx Shearwater. We finally arrived back at Dunstaffnage 
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where we said our final farewells to our fantastic crew and thankful for a stunning voyage, incredible wildlife 

seen, and new friends made. 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Species lists 
 

Birds (H = Heard only) 
 

 
      May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis         ✓     ✓ ✓ 

3 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna       ✓       ✓   

4 Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope   ✓               

5 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

6 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

7 Red-breasted 
Merganser  

Mergus serrator     ✓ ✓   ✓       

8 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

9 Black-throated Diver  Gavia arctica     ✓ ✓   ✓       

10 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer       ✓     ✓ ✓   

11 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

12 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 European Shag  Gulosus aristotelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo           ✓       

17 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos     ✓     ✓       

18 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓ 

19 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo       ✓       ✓   

20 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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      May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

21 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   ✓         ✓     

22 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago       ✓           

23 Woodcock Scolopax rusticola                   

24 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata ✓   ✓ ✓       ✓   

25 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus ✓                 

26 Sanderling Calidris alba   ✓         20     

27 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   ✓               

28 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓   

29 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 Common Gull  Larus canus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

31 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

32 Lesser Black-backed 
Gull  

Larus fuscus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

35 Sandwich Tern Stema sandvicensis             ✓ ✓   

36 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

37 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus     ✓             

38 Common Guillemot Uria aalge ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

39 Razorbill  Alca torda ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

40 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

42 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'       ✓           

43 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     ✓         ✓   

44 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus H H     ✓     ✓   

45 Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus               ✓   

46 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   ✓           ✓   

47 Rook  Corvus frugilegus   ✓               

48 Carrion Crow Corvus corone       ✓           

49 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

50 Northern Raven  Corvus corax     ✓ ✓       ✓   

51 Starling Stumus vulgaris ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓   

52 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

53 Great Tit  Parus major           ✓ ✓ ✓   

54 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis     ✓ ✓           

55 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓     ✓   ✓     

56 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓         

57 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix   H 
 

  
 

        

58 Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita       ✓           

59 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H 

60 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus 

  ✓ H ✓           

61 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla       H   H       

62 Common Whitethroat  Curruca communis   H           ✓   

63 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

64 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes             H     

65 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris     ✓   ✓ ✓       

66 Blackbird  Turdus merula         ✓ ✓ ✓     

67 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   H ✓ H ✓ ✓ ✓ H   

68 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus       ✓     ✓ ✓   

69 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
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      May 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

70 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra     ✓             

71 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola H   ✓             

72 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe     ✓ ✓           

73 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     ✓     ✓ ✓     

74 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea         ✓         

75 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

76 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis       ✓ ✓   ✓     

77 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis ✓   ✓             

78 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus ✓   ✓   ✓         

79 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓     

80 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula     ✓             

81 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   ✓               

82 Common Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra                   

83 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   ✓ ✓   ✓         

84 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus         ✓         

 
Mammals 
 
    May 2022 

Common name Scientific name 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus     ✓             

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata     ✓             

Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus ✓                 

Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis 25+                 

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena ✓   ✓       ✓     

Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus             ✓     

Otter Lutra lutra ✓     ✓     ✓     

Red Deer Cervus elaphus     ✓   ✓   ✓     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Green Sandpiper 


