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Tour participants: Andrew Cleave (leader) with three Naturetrek clients. 

Summary 

Our short break on Lundy was planned to take advantage of the peak season for breeding seabirds and the best 

time for coastal flowers and moths. We were not to be disappointed as we had pleasant weather throughout the 

trip and were able to visit all corners of the island, see the colonies of seabirds on the cliffs, observe the 

nocturnal Manx Shearwaters, get some excellent catches of moths and see some beautiful coastal flowers, 

including some very rare species. Our accommodation was the elegant and spacious Victorian villa built by 

former owners of the island and now carefully restored by the Landmark Trust. We had picnics on the island 

every day, but dined in the tavern for our main meals where we met many other islanders and visitors. 

Day 1 Tuesday 5th June 

Our group assembled on the quay at Ilfracombe at 09:00 ready to board MS Oldenburg for the sailing to Lundy. 

There were plenty of other passengers waiting to travel, some of whom were only going for a day trip, but we 

joined the others who were going to stay and loaded our luggage before boarding. The sky was rather grey, but 

sea conditions were calm and visibility was good. We left on time and were soon out of the harbour and into the 

Bristol Channel, with impressive views of the town of Ilfracombe, Damian Hirst’s sculpture “Verity” and the 

distant coastline of South Wales. A small collection of gulls followed the boat for a while, and we had occasional 

views of Gannet, Fulmar, Kittiwake and some auks as we headed west towards Lundy. When we were further 

out to sea the numbers of auks, mostly Guillemots, increased and there were a few small groups of Manx 

Shearwaters passing by as well. As we neared the island there were even more auks to be seen and larger groups 

of shearwaters feeding over the tide race at the south end.  

 

Once we had disembarked we followed the beach road up to Millcombe House which was to be our home for 

the next few days. On the way we stopped to look at Lundy's most famous plant, the Lundy Cabbage Coincya 

wrightii, growing at its only location in the world. We also found Balm-leaved Figwort Scrophularia scorodonia and 

Wood Vetch Vicia sylvatica, both of which are very scarce on the mainland. We left some of our bags in 

Millcombe House and then went to the tavern for lunch where we also checked the Lundy Field Society 

Logbook for all the latest wildlife sightings. After this there was time to look around the newly-restored St 

Helen's Church, and collect some of Andrew's moth-trapping equipment before returning to Millcombe House 

to sort out our luggage.  

 

We set off for our first walk heading towards the beach road again and then making our way up to the castle 

where there were lovely views down to the Landing Bay. MS Oldenburg was already preparing to leave so we 

had the pleasant experience of being left on the island whilst the day visitors were returning to the mainland. 

Benson's Cave is just below the castle and we were impressed by the beautiful flowers on the slopes above it. 

The carpet of Stonecrop Sedum anglicum, Wild Thyme Thymus polytrichus, Rock Sea Spurrey Spergularia rupicola and 

Thrift Armeria maritima had attracted quite a few insects, including some Small Heath butterflies and a Painted 

Lady. After this we continued along the south coast of the island towards the Rocket Pole pond where we found 

a few good specimens of the Small Adder's-tongue Fern Ophioglossum azoricum and a few spikes of Common 

Lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica. There were large numbers of pupae of 6-spot Burnet Moths on the grass stems in 

this area but we did not notice any adults on the wing. Bird life here included Wheatears, both Meadow and 
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Rock Pipits and some quite colourful Linnets. After enjoying the lovely views of the south-west point of Lundy 

we returned to Millcombe for afternoon tea and then set the two moth traps, with one placed outside the house 

where the light-coloured walls increased the effect of the UV bulb, and the other in the very sheltered walled 

garden. We climbed back up the hill to the tavern for our evening meal and by the time we returned to the house 

it was dark enough to turn on the moth traps. During the night the calls of Manx Shearwaters could be heard as 

they flew overhead. 

Day 2 Wednesday 6th June 

The first task of the day was to check the moth traps and it was soon clear that there were good numbers of 

moths to look at as many were found resting on the walls and the grass around the traps. Several Garden Tigers 

were present and the total catch numbered well over a hundred moths. Once the moths had been checked off, 

they were released in the garden. We prepared our picnic for the day and then walked up to the Tavern for our 

breakfast.  

 

It was a sunny day with only a light breeze so conditions were ideal for our first long walk on the island. We 

walked through the camping field to the Old Light at the highest point of Lundy, stopping to check out the 

cemetery first. The view from the top of the Old Light was spectacular and it was possible to see the full extent 

of the island from this high platform - the highest lighthouse above sea-level in Britain. At the base of the tower 

we found another unusual Lundy plant, Knotted Bur-parsley Torilis nodosa, growing at the entrance to a rabbit 

burrow. 

 

We followed the path across Acland's Moor, serenaded by Skylarks as we walked, and then took the steep path 

and steps down to the old Fog Battery, perched on the cliffs on the dramatic west coast. The Thrift formed a 

carpet here and the rocks were colourful with orange lichens. The very scarce Golden Hair Lichen Teloschistes 

flavicans was also found here, growing in one of its few locations in England. The remains of the cottages where 

the battery keeper's families lived were near the bottom of the path, and below them was the platform with its 

two large cannons facing out to sea, looking like a defensive battery, but really only used to warn passing ships 

on foggy nights. This was a good vantage point for watching seabirds and we could see a colony of Razorbills on 

the cliffs close by, with a few nests of Fulmars amongst them. Sea Spleenwort Asplenium marinum was found on 

the walls, contrasting with the colourful lichens.  

 

We climbed back up the beautifully-constructed path with its recently restored stone wall to the west side path 

and then headed north, over Quarter Wall towards the Earthquake. This large irregular chasm is filled with a lush 

growth of ferns and mosses but rather tricky to walk in so we did not venture far inside. Next we came to 

Jenny's Cove which is the main site on Lundy for breeding seabirds. There were large rafts of auks on the water 

below us, with hundreds of Guillemots being the most common, although we soon spotted small groups of 

Puffins and good numbers of Razorbills. Fulmars and Kittiwakes were also seen here and all three species of the 

larger breeding gulls were present. The smells and sounds of a seabird colony drifted up to us. We walked around 

the cove to a vantage point near Halfway Wall where we sat overlooking this dramatic scenery. This was a good 

spot for our picnic lunch and from here we had a view of the cliffs with puffins coming and going and ledges 

covered in Guillemots. There were a number of Wheatears here, another common breeding bird on Lundy, and 

most of them seemed to be busy feeding young. We had seen Meadow Pipits earlier but we also had several 

sightings of Rock Pipits here, some doing their parachute display flight over the cliffs.  
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It was difficult to drag ourselves away from this lovely spot, but we wanted to see more of the island so we 

continued heading north, eventually crossing Three-quarter Wall where we checked out the Quaking Bog - a 

domed colony of Sphagnum mosses which undulates and ripples as people walk on it.  From here on the 

vegetation changed, becoming much sparser with exposures of bare granite showing. There were still good 

numbers of Wheatears and Meadow Pipits feeding here, and we discovered that we had inadvertently become 

part of an investigation into the effects of disturbance on wheatears. As we walked along the cliff-top path we 

were observed by some students who were checking on the reactions of the wheatears to humans, other birds 

and various mammals. We finally reached the north end of the island where the path led down, by way of many 

flights of steps, to the lonely North Lighthouse. There were more stunning displays of Thrift, Sea Campion and 

Rock Sea-spurrey here, and views north across the Bristol Channel to the distant coastline of Pembrokeshire. 

Seabirds flew past far below us and on the skyline there were small groups of Soay Sheep, looking very much at 

home in this harsh environment.  

 

It was now time to head back to Millcombe House so we set off along the main track, which is marked by huge 

blocks of granite. In the distance we could see the Admiralty Lookout on its high point on the east side, and 

even further off the tower of the Old Light on the highest point of the island. Our walk back took over an hour 

but there was plenty to see on the way, with more Soay Sheep, some small groups of Sika Deer, and nearer to the 

farm, the magnificent Highland Cattle, whose job was to graze the moorland. We eventually arrived back at 

Millcombe, feeling very pleased to have completed this long walk to the far end of the island and back, and we 

were very glad to sit and enjoy afternoon tea in the peaceful surroundings of Millcombe. We returned to the 

Tavern for our evening meal and then strolled back to Millcombe to go over our lists and set the moth traps. 

During the night some of us heard the calls of Manx Shearwaters again as they flew over the house towards their 

colonies near the South Light. 

Day 3 Thursday 7th June 

We awoke to another sunny day, but with slightly misty conditions at sea. The moth traps were checked again, 

with another good haul of interesting species, including several new to the list. There were a few Sexton Beetles 

and Caddis Flies amongst the collection of moths, and it was soon obvious that the local House Sparrows and 

Blackbirds had discovered a good source of food so we took extra care when releasing the catch after they had 

all been recorded. All of the House Sparrows had colour-rings as they are part of an important study into the 

breeding habits of this species.  

 

We took breakfast in the Tavern and then started our day's walk along the east side heading for the Belle Vue 

Cottages. It was very sheltered here and we saw plenty of butterflies, with Small Heath being the most common. 

At the cottages we checked the walls for ferns, finding all the usual Lundy "wall" ferns, plus a few specimens of 

the rare (for Lundy) Wall Rue Asplenium ruta-muraria. From here the path led down to Quarry Pond where we fed 

the Golden Orfe on a few scraps spared from our picnic. Sadly the very large Carp which used to inhabit the 

pond seems to have disappeared. The time-keeper's Hut was a good place for a rest, and we then took the steep 

incline down to the quarry terraces and checked the walls for more ferns. The dominant species here was Hay-

scented Buckler Fern Dryopteris aemula, a rare species on the mainland but abundant here. There were several 

interesting features on this section of the walk, including the VC Quarry with its memorial to the son of a former 

owner of the island, and the largest quarry with its beds of Sphagnum moss supporting colonies of insectivorous 
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Sundew Drosera rotundifolia. On the walls of the quarry, seemingly growing out of the solid rock, were some 

splendid specimens of Royal Fern Osmunda regalis, safe from the attentions of the goats and deer.  

 

The track we were walking on was actually the bed of an inclined railway which was used to transport massive 

blocks of granite during the short-lived quarrying industry in the 19th century. This track curved up towards the 

top of the island and joined the main road so we followed it for a short way and then took a detour to 

Pondsbury, the largest body of freshwater on the island. There were large numbers of gulls resting and preening 

here and a few mallards dabbling in the margins. We soon spotted a few Heath Spotted Orchids Dactylorhiza 

maculata in flower and eventually counted nearly 40 flowering spikes. Returning to the main path we took another 

short detour to look at the remains of the crashed WW11 Heinkel bomber which has remained where it hit the 

ground since the 1940s. We were back at the village in time to attend the very informative and wide-ranging talk 

about Lundy given by Sian Scott, the assistant warden which gave a good background into life on the island both 

for the wildlife and the human residents.  

 

After our evening meal we rested for a while until it was dark enough to go outside to listen for the Manx 

Shearwaters returning to their nests. It was a still and dark night, which was ideal for this, so we walked a short 

way to the battlements overlooking the landing bay and sat there as it became darker and darker. We heard a few 

distant calls of gulls settling down, and then the first of the distinctive calls of the Manx Shearwaters. Gradually 

more and more joined the chorus and they came closer all the time, seeming to skim over our heads as the 

circled the Landing Bay and called to their partners. Even though it was dark, the ghostly shapes of the birds 

could be seen against the sky. It was quite a magical experience and we could still hear the birds calling as we 

returned to Millcombe. The house appeared to be floodlit by the light of the moth trap, and a quick glance 

showed that there was plenty of activity around the trap, promising good results for the morning. 

Day 4 Friday 8th June 

We awoke to thick fog which occasionally lifted, but the air was damp and cool for most of the morning. The 

moth traps were checked again, and it was obvious that there had been a very good catch during the night. A few 

moths escaped as we were checking the traps and the birds were rather troublesome at times, but there were 

nearly 300 moths of about 50 species to check, including the Netted Pug, a new species for Lundy. Several of the 

moths were photographed before they were released, including some very obliging species such as the Buff Tip 

and Pale Tussock. 

 

After our breakfast we returned to the house and prepared picnics and then took the lower east side path, 

pausing by the small pond to have another close look at the Lundy Cabbage. Almost every flower seemed to be 

host to the endemic flea beetles and weevils. The lower east side path was rather more uneven than anywhere we 

had been so far, so we took our time, but had excellent sightings of Sika Deer in places and were able to see how 

the areas which had been cleared of the non-native Rhododendrons were being colonised by more interesting 

flora, including some magnificent Foxgloves Digitalis purpurea. The lower path eventually joined the terraces 

below the quarry which we had visited yesterday but we carried on following the lower track past towards Brazen 

Ward, the outcrop beyond Three-quarter Wall with its recently restored Tudor fortifications. This is one of the 

few landing places on the steep cliffs of Lundy so it needed to be defended in the past. It was the point where 

the Queen landed during her Silver Jubilee tour in 1977.  
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We sat here for a while and watched the Oystercatchers on the rocks below, and on the top of Gannet's Rock at 

the far side of the bay we could just make out a solitary Peregrine. There were more auks nesting on the rock and 

a small colony of Shags could be seen here. There was another steep climb to get to the top of the island, but 

once on the main track we headed back to the village, pausing for a while to look at Quarter Wall pond and the 

ruins of Quarter Wall cottages. Once through the Quarter Wall gate we were in the farmed area of the island 

with pigs and piglets in a field on one side, Lundy ponies roaming, and most of the island's domesticated sheep 

confined ready for shearing. A pair of Ravens sat on the wall and watched us as we walked by. We had our 

evening meal in the Tavern again, and made a few entries in the Lundy Field Society Logbook, comparing notes 

with some of the other observers on the island.  

Day 5 Saturday 9th June 

We had to pack our bags and get ready to leave Millcombe today so there was not time to check a moth trap. We 

had breakfast in the Tavern, settled bar and shop bills and then had another look in St Helen's Church before 

heading for the south-west point of the island. The conditions were warm and sheltered here and the flora was 

very colourful with large patches of Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus contrasting with the Thrift and Sea 

Campion Silene uniflora. Common Blue butterflies were glimpsed here and one pair of sharp eyes spotted a Thrift 

Clearwing moth in its typical location on the flowers of Thrift. We crossed the wall by the Old Light and then 

walked across Acland's Moor where we stopped to examine one of the ancient Standing Stones. We crossed the 

grass airstrip and made our way to Belle Vue cottages where we had our picnic overlooking the Landing Bay. MS 

Oldenburg was tied up at the jetty, having just arrived from Ilfracombe.  

 

After a pleasant lunch break in this scenic spot we had plenty of time to make our way back to the village and 

then stroll down past Millcombe to the Landing Bay ready to board the ship for our return crossing to 

Ilfracombe. The boat left on time and the sea conditions were ideal. Lundy receded into the distance and after an 

hour we were near the dramatic coastline of north Devon. On the return journey we were accompanied by Manx 

Shearwaters and good numbers of auks, and as we got nearer to the coast more gulls found the boat and 

accompanied us into the harbour. We were soon tied up alongside the quay and once disembarked we found our 

luggage was already being unloaded. Our tour ended where it had begun, and we all had very pleasant memories 

of our short stay on Lundy. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485


The Island of Lundy  Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek     August 18 
 

Species Lists 

Plants 

Scientific Name Common Name Location 

   

Pteridophytes Ferns   

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken  widespread 

Ophioglossum azoricum Small Adder's-tongue Rocket Pole Pond 

Osmunda regalis Royal Fern Quarries 

Asplenium marinum Sea Spleenwort Battery buildings 

Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort common on walls in village 

Asplenium ruta-muraria Wall-rue small colony on ruined buildings 

Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Black Spleenwort common on walls in village 

Asplenium ceterach Rustyback on wall opposite church 

Dryopteris aemula Hay-scented Buckler Fern  on east side path, and Jenny's Cove 

Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler Fern Millcombe 

Dryopteris filix-mas Male Fern Millcombe 

Blechnum spicant Hard Fern Quarries 

Athyrium filix-foemina Lady Fern Millcombe, Earthquake 

      

Flowering plants   

Caryophyllaceae Pink Family    

Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort Millcombe 

Stellaria media Common Chickweed Village area 

Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear east side 

Silene dioica Red Campion widespread 

Silene uniflora Sea Campion rocks near Battery and Jenny's Cove 

Sagina subulata Heath Pearlwort terraces below quarries 

S. Procumbens Common Pearlwort terraces below quarries 

Spergularia rupicola Rock Sea-spurrey rocks and walls, south end 

      

Ranunculaceae Buttercup Family   

Caltha palustris Marsh Marigold leaves only, Millcombe 

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup widespread 

Ranunculus omiophyllus Round-leaved Crowfoot streams on west side 

Ranunculus flammula Lesser Spearwort streams and boggy areas on west side 

      

Droseraceae Sundew Family    

Drosera rotundifolia Round-leaved Sundew sphagnum beds in quarries 

      

Brassicaceae Cabbage Family   

Coincya wrightii Lundy Cabbage* beside beach road, Millcombe 

Cochlearia danica Danish Scurvy-grass tops of walls 

Cochlearia officinalis Common Scurvy-grass near Landing Jetty 

Arabidopsis thaliana Thale Cress   

Rorippa nasturtium aquaticum Water-cress Millcombe stream 

Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's Purse Village area 

      

Apiaceae Daisy Family   

Leontodon autumnalis Autumnal Hawkbit leaves only 

Leucanthemum vulgare Ox-eye Daisy village area 

Bellis perennis Daisy widespread 

Matricaria discoidea Pineapple Mayweed Village area 

Arctium lappa Greater Burdock Millcombe 



The Island of Lundy Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     August 18 7 
 

Scientific Name Common Name Location 

   

Carduus tenuiflorus Slender Thistle south end 

Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle east side 

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle widespread 

Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle Millcombe 

Sonchus. asper Prickly Sow-thistle Millcombe 

Taraxacum officinale Common Dandelion village area and farm fields 

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear walls in village 

Senecio sylvaticus Heath Groundsel east side 

      

Ericaceae Heather Family   

Calluna vulgaris Heather/Ling widespread 

Erica cinerea Bell Heather widespread 

Erica tetralix Cross-leaved Heath wet areas on top of island 

      

Primulaceae Primrose Family   

Primula vulgaris Primrose leaves only 

Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel Millcombe path 

Anagallis tenella Bog Pimpernel wet fushes on top of island 

Anagallis minima Chaffweed   

      

Plumbaginaceae Thrift Family   

Armeria maritima Thrift widespread, west side, north end 

      

Crassulaceae Stonecrop Family   

Umbilicus rupestris Wall Pennywort common on walls in village 

Sedum anglicum English Stonecrop widespread on rocks and walls 

      

Rubiaceae Bedstraw Family   

Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile widespread and common in grassland 

      

Boraginaceae Borage Family   

Myosotis ramosissima Early Forget-me-not east side 

Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not stream near Quarter Wall 

      

Rosaceae Rose Family   

Potentilla repens Creeping Tormentil widespread 

Potentilla erecta Tormentil grassy areas 

Rubus fruticosus Bramble Millcombe 

      

Fabaceae Pea and Bean Family   

Anthyllis vulneraria Kidney Vetch Rat Island, South Light 

Vicia sativa Common Vetch Millcombe 

Vicia sylvatica Wood Vetch extensive colony beside road 

Trifolium arvense Hare's-foot Clover tops of walls 

Trifolium pratense Red Clover widespread 

Trifolium repens White Clover widestread in grassy places 

Trifolium ornithopodioides Bird's-foot Clover   

Trifolium nodosum Knotted Clover Millcombe steps 

Cytisus scoparius ssp maritimus Broom  Millcombe, east side 

Ulex europaeus Gorse widespread 

Ulex gallii Western/Dwarf Gorse Rocket Pole, Tibbetts 

Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil near Quarter Wall Pond 

Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot Trefoil widepsread 



The Island of Lundy  Tour Report 

 

 

8  © Naturetrek     August 18 
 

Scientific Name Common Name Location 

   

Ornithopus perpusillus Common Bird's-foot terraces below quarries 

      

Linaceae Flax Family   

Radiola linoides Allseed wet flushes on west side 

      

Polygalaceae Milkwort Family   

Polygala Milkwort south end 

      

Solanaceae Nightshade Family   

Solanum dulcamara Woody Nightshade/Bittersweet east side path 

Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade   

      

Geraniaceae Geranium Family   

Geranium robertianum Herb Robert Millcombe 

Geranium molle Dove's-foot Cranesbill Millcombe 

      

Lamiaceae Mint Family   

Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage east side 

Prunella vulgaris Selfheal Millcombe 

Betonica officinalis Betony  beside beach road, Millcombe 

Thymus polytrichus Wild Thyme south end 

Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle Millcombe 

Scutellaria galericulata Skullcap   

Scutellaria minor Lesser Skullcap   

Glechoma hederacea Ground Ivy Millcombe 

Campanulaceae Bellflower Family   

Jasione montana Sheep's-bit south end rocks and cliffs 

      

Malvaceae Mallow Family   

Common Mallow Malva sylvestris south end, Benjamin's Chair 

      

Hypericaceae St John's-wort Family   

Hypericum elodes Marsh St John's-wort leaves only 

Hypericum humifusum Trailing St John's-wort   

Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan   

Hypericum pulchrum Elegant St John's Wort   

      

Apiaceae Carrot Family   

Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort extensive patches, Kistvaen Pond 

Smyrnium olusatrum Alexanders Millcombe 

Daucus carota (gummifera) Sea Carrot   

Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed Millcombe 

Conopodium majus Pignut grassy areas near church 

Conium maculatum Hemlock Old Light compound 

Torilis nodosa Knotted Hedge-parsley Old Light compound 

Crithmum maritimum Rock Samphire Landing Bay 

Oenanthe crocata Hemlock Water Dropwort Millcombe 

   

Scrophulariaceae Foxglove Family   

Cymbalaria muralis Ivy-leaved Toadflax common on walls in village 

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove widespread, esp on east side 

Scrophularia scorodonia Balm-leaved Figwort beach road 

Veronica hederifolia Ivy-leaved Speedwell Millcombe steps 
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Scientific Name Common Name Location 

   

Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell Millcombe 

   

Orobanchaceae Broomrape Family   

Orobanche rapum-genistae Greater Broomrape   

Pedicularis sylvatica Lousewort south end 

      

Caprifoliaceae Honeysuckle Family   

Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle widespread, esp on east side 

      

Liliaceae Lily Family   

Arum maculatum Cuckoo Pint  Millcombe 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell few still in flower 

Narthecium ossifragum Bog Asphodel leaves only 

      

Iridaceae Iris Family   

Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris Millcombe Pond 

      

Orchidaceae Orchid Family   

Dactylorhiza maculata Heath Spotted Orchid 37 spikes in flower at Pondsbury 

      

  Grasses, Sedges and Rushes   

Eriophorum angustifolium Common Cotton-grass Pondsbury 

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal Grass abundant 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog mainly on cliffs 

Catapodium rigidum Fern Grass walls in village 

Bromus hordaceus ssp ferronii Soft Brome Castle, Benson's Cave 

      

  Lichens   

Teloschistes flavicans Golden Hair Lichen near steps to Battery 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      June 

  Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos     

2 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis      

3 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus    H H 

4 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus       

5 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis     

6 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo        

7 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus     

8 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla       

9 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus         

10 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus     

11 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus     

12 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus     

13 Common Guillemot  Uria aalge     

14 Razorbill  Alca torda     

15 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica       

16 Rock Dove  Columba livia        

17 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     

18 European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur       

19 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus          
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 

20 Peregrine Falco peregrinus          

21 Carrion Crow  Corvus cornix     

22 Northern Raven  Corvus corax      

23 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis     

24 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica     

25 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita         

26 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   H    

27 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes        

28 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris     

29 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula     

30 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata          

31 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula     

32 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe     

33 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba        

34 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis     

35 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus     

36 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina     

37 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis     

Mammals             

1 Common Pipistrelle Bat Pipistrellus pipistrellus ? ?       

2 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus        

3 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus      

4 Sika Deer Cervus nippon     

5 (Feral) Goat Capra hircus        

6 Soay Sheep Ovis aries      

Fish             

1 Golden Orfe Leuciscus idus          

Butterflies:             

1 Large White Pieris brassicae      

2 Green-veined White Pieris napi          

3 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta          

4 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui      

5 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina          

6 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus     

Day-flying Moths             

1 6-spot Burnet Zygaana filipendulae pupae         

2 Cream-spot Tiger Arctia villica          

3 Silver Y Autographa gamma      

Other invertebrates             

1 Minotaur Beetle Typhaeus typhoeus          

2 a "Dumbledor" Beetle Geotrupes stercorosus       

3 Rose Chafer Cetonia aurata         

4 a Flea Beetle Psylliodes luridipennis        

5 Lundy Cabbage Leaf Weevil Ceutorynchus contractus pallipes*       
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      June 

  Common name Scientific name 5 6 7 8 9 

Spiders             

1 Cave Spider Meta menardi 
egg 

cases 
        

 Other Taxa              

1 Horse Leech Haemopis sanguisuga           

Moth Trapping 

Cat No: English name Scientific name 5th/6th 6th/7th 7th/8th 

      

3.002 Common Swift Korscheltellus lupulina 2 1 
 

49.059 Green Oak Tortrix Tortrix viridana 
  

1 

49.285 
 

Epiblema scutulana 1 
 

1 

49.294 Bramble Shoot Moth Notocelia uddmanniana 1 
 

2 

62.001 Bee Moth Aphomia sociella 1 
  

63.08 a "Grass Moth" Chrysoteuchia culmella 
 

2 4 

63.114 Brown China-mark Moth Elophila nymphaeata 
  

2 

63.925 Small Magpie Anania hortulata 5 3 1 

65.008 Peach Blossom Thyatira batis 1 
  

66.008 Fox Moth Macrothylacia rubi 1 1 1 

70.016 Riband Wave Idaea inversata 
 

1 1 

70.023 Mullein Wave Scopula marginepunctata 2 1 1 

70.049 Garden Carpet Xanthorhoe fluctuata 3 2 2 

70.054 Silver-ground Carpet Xanthorhoe montanata 1 1 2 

70.061 Common Carpet Epirrhoe alternata 1 
 

1 

70.075 May Highflyer Hyrdiomena impluviata 
  

1 

70.087 Purple Bar Cosmorhoe ocellata 
  

1 

70.097 Common Marbled Carpet Dysstroma truncata 3 1 2 

70.1 Green Carpet Colostygia pectinataria 
 

1 1 

70.132 The Rivulet Perizoma affinitata 2 1 1 

70.138 Sandy Carpet Perizoma flavofasciata 
 

1 
 

70.144 Green Pug Pasiphila rectangulata 
  

1 

70.151 Foxglove Pug Eupithecia pulchellata 1 2 1 

70.155 Netted Pug Eupithecia venosata 
  

1 

70.222 Brown Silver-line Petrophora chlorosata 15 7 11 

70.226 Brimstone Moth Opisthograptis luteolata 
 

1 1 

.70.240 Scalloped Hazel Odontopera bidentata 
 

1 2 

70.252 Peppered Moth Biston betularia  1 1 3 

70.28 Clouded Silver Lomographa temerata 
 

1 1 

70.283 Light Emerald Campaea margaritaria 3 2 2 

71.025 Buff-tip Phalera bucephala 1 
 

2 

72.003 The Snout Hypena proboscidalis 
  

1 

72.015 Pale Tussock Calliteara pudibunda 20+ 16 23 

72.019 Buff Ermine Spilosoma lutea 5 7 13 

72.02 White Ermine Spilosoma lubricipeda 11 4 12 

72.027 Cream-spot Tiger Arctia villica 5 12 19 

73.001 Spectacle Abrostola tripartita 5 3 8 

73.015 Silver Y  Autographa gamma 3 4 5 

73.045 Knotgrass Acronicta rumicis 3 3 15 
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Cat No: English name Scientific name 5th/6th 6th/7th 7th/8th 

      

73.047 The Coronet Craniophora ligustri 4 8 11 

73.113 Angle Shades Phlogophora meticulosa 4 3 4 

73.114 Small Angle Shades Euplexia lucipara 4 2 2 

73.171 Rosy Minor Litoligia literosa 6 1 20 

73.173 Marbled Minor Oligia strigilis 2 1 1 

73.176 Middle-barred Minor Oligia fasciuncula 1 2 1 

.73.267 Bright-line Brown-eye Lacanobia oleracea 10 15 66 

.73.271 Broom Moth Ceramica pisi 
  

1 

.73.278 Barrett's Marbled Coronet Conisania andalusica 1 1 3 

.73.281 The Lychnis Hadena bicruris 
 

1 1 

73.283 Marbled Coronet Hadena confusa 2 1 2 

73.317 Heart and Dart Agrotis exclamationis 2 4 3 

73.319 Turnip Moth Agrotis Segetum 1 
  

73.328 The Flame Axylia putris 
  

2 

73.293 Smoky Wainscot Mythimna impura 
 

1 1 

73.329 Flame Shoulder Ochropleura plecta 5 3 7 

73.333 Ingrailed Clay Diarsia mendica 1 1 
 

73.334 Small Square-spot  Diarsia Rubi 1 
 

4 

73.338 True Lover's Knot Lycophotia porphyrea 
 

1 
 

73.342 Large Yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba 
  

1 

73.359 Setaceous Hebrew Character Xestia c-nigrum 
 

1 2 

74.004 Least Black Arches Nola confusalis 
 

2 1 

      
Nightly Totals of moths in trap 121 128 279 

 

 

Heath Spotted Orchid Moths from overnight trap 


