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Tour participants – Andrew Bray and David Spivack (Leaders) with nine Naturetrek clients. 

 

Day 1                Saturday 26th June 
 
The tour started with the collection of five clients from Glasgow Railway Station and four from the airport. We 

stopped at a supermarket in Dunbarton to buy some goodies for the trip.  We made reasonable time to the 

Green Welly stop for a break, and some of us even managed a takeaway cup of tea. We drove down Glencoe 

valley with superb views and caught the Corran Ferry which was not busy and departed on time. Those who 

walked om saw Grey Seal. After disembarking we drove on narrow roads with passing places along the way. This 

was the standard road we spent our time on. We arrived in time for an evening meal and retired to bed. 

 

Day 2                  Sunday 27th June 
   
We started this morning at 6.30am. We walked down to the point with and saw two Otters a long way off and 

also saw lots of Common Seals and Oystercatchers.  After breakfast at 8.15am we went to Loch Shiel at 

Acharacle, seeing Mergansers plus Tufted Duck and Little Grebe. We then moved on to Tioram Castle where 

the tide was going out rapidly from Loch Moidart. We walked up to the entrance as the tide was out and the gap 

was not covered in sea water. We had a nice walk, and at the end by the car park saw a Spotted Flycatcher. On 

the way back from the castle we had a look at a bridge from the minibus at the narrowest point of the River 

Shiel. On the far side was the Ardnamurchan estate, with Loch Shiel estate nearside. 

  

We went back into Acharacle to the Tioram Cafe before heading out to Kentra Bay.  We had lunch by the beach 

at Ardloe and then we went past Arivegaig and parked up at the end of the road where the reversing skills of the 

leaders was tested.  We walked along to Bruach na Maorach and saw lots of Curlews, Mallards and gulls.  On the 

walk back we photographed Golden Ringed Dragonfly.  We stopped at the Pines Medical Centre but did not see 

any Red Squirrel although there were lots of Siskin.  After dinner we went to Camas Nan Gael and the Raptor 

Watch Point overlooking the extinct volcano of Ben Hiant where we viewed Mull but unfortunately no eagles 

nor Otter were seen.  On the way back we stopped at Camas Fearna and Port na Croisg.  Whilst we did the 

checklist the Pine Marten turned up and took away the sandwiches which had been left out for it. 

 

Day 3                 Monday 28th June 
   
Today only one of the group joined us for an early morning walk and was rewarded with a close up of a dog 

Otter which climbed out of the water to eat a fish.  We also saw a Common Seal with a pup but far away. 

   

This morning we had a trip to the Trentnish Isles booked with Staffa Tours, so after Breakfast we headed for 

Mingary Pier at Kilchoan.  First of all we went to Lunga which is the biggest island and there were plenty of 

Puffins nesting and on the sea along with lots of other seabirds.  We learnt the difference between Cormorants 

and Shags and there were several young along the footpath to Earl Rock where thousands of Guillemots were 

nesting.  In one of the stone walls there was a Storm Petrel.  On the way to and from the Islands we saw Black 

Guillemot. 

   

Next we went to Staffa where we saw Fingal’s Cave and walked up the hills here there were plenty of Meadow 

Pipits and Heath Spotted Orchids in flower.  Unfortunately we didn’t see any cetaceans on the journey back, but 
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it was a very enjoyable day nevertheless.  At the end of the trip we had a welcome drink in the Puffin Café at 

Kilchoan.  That evening we had a talk from Niall. 

   

Day 4                 Tuesday 29th June 
 
We had our early walk at 6.30am and saw a Common Seal plus the usual birds. After breakfast we went to Garb 

Eileen where the tide was in and we saw several seals, one with a pup.  We then had a drink in the café at 

Strontian before moving to the Ariundle Forest.  Here the bridge was out of action so we went to the second 

bridge and returned the same way.  We saw lots of butterflies such as Small Blue, Chequered Skipper, Small 

Pearl-bordered and Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, plus flowers and several dragonflies. 

   

Later on we went to the Ariundle Forest Café for a drink before returning to Garb Eileen where there were 

more seals scattered across the islands.  We went back to the Bunkhouse for a quick break before going for 

dinner.  After another fantastic meal we went to the Raptor Watch Point where we saw some  Buzzards before 

returning to go through the checklist at 8pm.  We put sandwiches out for the Pine Marten which eventually put 

in an appearance. 

 

Day 5                    Wednesday 30th June  
  
We started the day at 6.30am with a trip to Glenborrowdale Bay to see the dog Otter which was further away this 

time.  After breakfast we travelled to the track which went down to Loch Mudle and onto Lochan a Mhadaich 

Riabhaich.  There we saw Red Deer as well as Tree Pipit and a distant Golden Eagle.  We also saw juvenile 

White-tailed Eagle as we started the journey. 

   

We then went to Fascadale where we saw a range of birds and deer.  We then went to the Puffin Café at 

Kilchoan before having lunch on the beach at Sanna Bay. It was a glorious afternoon and several people went 

for a paddle. We also saw a Great Northern Diver which was a bonus.  Afterwards we went back to the Puffin 

Café for a drink and then went to Windmill Hill where we saw an adult White-tailed Eagle. 

   

We returned to base, and after dinner we went around the exhibition at the Wildlife Centre.  Some of the group 

decided to walk back to the Bunkhouse, and were lucky enough to see a Badger, which shot out of the 

undergrowth and ran across the track right in front of us. 

 

Day 6                   Thursday 1st July 
   
We went up the hill to see the Pere David’s Deer but there was thick mist and we could see very little, so we 

headed down to Glenborrowdale Bay where once again there was mist.  After breakfast we headed around RSPB 

Glenborrowdale.  That took up most of the morning, so we headed for the deer enclosure as it was bright 

sunshine where we saw the Pere David’s Deer lying down in the open.  They are there for conservation purposes 

in case a flock in England is wiped out. We also saw Common Redpoll here. 

   

We headed back to the Bunkhouse for a drink then went to the Raptor Watchpoint where we saw a White-tailed 

Eagle and the Buzzard.  Here we had lunch before buying sone goodies in the shop at Kilchoan which opened at 

2pm.   As we had time to spare we went for an amble around the port where we saw Sedge Warbler.  Afterwards 
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we headed for Swordle which was misty once again.   As we turned to make our way back the Viking Long Ship 

burial ground was in the clear.  We headed to Achteny Water where we saw Whitethroat, Lapwing and Common 

Sandpiper. Afterwards we went up Windmill Hill and took in the vistas before heading back to base.  After 

dinner a lot of people walked back to the Bunkhouse rather than going in the vehicles.  

 

Day 7              Friday 2nd July 
    
Today was our last full day.  We started our early morning walk with a trip to the point to look for Otter.  The 

sun shone and the sea was calm, but sadly we didn’t see Otters but there were some seals.  After breakfast we 

went to Mingary Pier and saw some Harbour Porpoises in the main channel. The Staffa boat pulled in before we 

left and the people on board had also seen the porpoises. 

   

Our next stop was Ardnamurchan Lighthouse which is situated on the most westerly point of mainland Britain.  

Here we saw massive rafts of Manx Shearwater before deciding on a drink in the café which had opened up on 1 

July.  The hide was sectioned off as the railings are rotten but we could see the islands.  We went to the Raptor 

watch point for lunch and the went down to the beach at Camas nan Geall.  Near the beach is a standing stone 

which is 4,000 years old but now has a carving of a cross where St Columba landed to bring Christianity to 

Scotland.  Here we saw Ringed Plover and at the top had good views of Yellowhammer.  After that we went 

back to the bunkhouse. 

 

Day 8                   Saturday 3rd July 
   
We departed in two groups, with those heading to the airport leaving at 6.30am and the rest at 7.45 to catch the 

9.00 ferry. We left at 7.45am to catch the ferry at 9am.  At Inchree just after the ferry we stopped to look for the 

Red Squirrel which did not put in an appearance.  It was then a drive, via Glencoe and Rannock Moor, to the 

Green Welly at Tyndrum for a break and then onwards to the main railway station at Glasgow via Loch 

Lomond.   

The weather was perfect with lots of sun every day.  We saw otters on the first day and the last bird on Friday at 

the Raptor Watch point was the Golden Eagle. The only downside was the biting Scottish midges but 

occasionally the wind blew and they did not re-appear until later on.  We enjoyed each other’s company 

immensely and saw lots of Red Deer across the hillsides, plus plenty of seabirds.  We saw 83 species of birds 

including both eagles.  The weather was brilliant every day with fantastic sunshine and high temperatures.   
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓ = recorded but not counted; + = approximate count; h = heard only) 

 
       June July 2021 

  Common name   26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser       ✓     ✓   

2 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna   ✓             

3 Mute Swan Cygner olor   
 

          ✓ 

4 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

5 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula   ✓             

6 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima     ✓ ✓         

7 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator   ✓   ✓         

8 Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica             ✓   

9 Great Northern Diver  Gavia immer         ✓       

10 European Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus     ✓            

11 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis     ✓            

12 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus             ✓   

13 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis   ✓   
 

        

14 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

15 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus     ✓       ✓   

16 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis     ✓       ✓   

17 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

18 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos         ✓   ✓   

19 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla     ✓   ✓ ✓     

20 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

21 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

22 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus           ✓     

23 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula             ✓   

24 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago     ✓   ✓ ✓     

25 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

26 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

27 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla     ✓           

28 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus               ✓ 

29 Common Gull  Larus canus         ✓   ✓   

30 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus     ✓       ✓   

31 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

32 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii ✓         ✓     

33 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

34 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua     ✓           

35 Common Guillemot Uria aalge     ✓       ✓   

36 Razorbill  Alca torda     ✓           

37 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle     ✓           

38 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica     ✓           

39 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓     

40 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

41 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco         ✓       

42 Swift Apus apus   ✓ 
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       June July 2021 

  Common name   26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 

43 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major   ✓     ✓   ✓   

44 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius       ✓ ✓       

45 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone         ✓       

46 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

47 Northern Raven  Corvus corax ✓   ✓     ✓     

48 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   ✓   ✓     ✓   

49 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

50 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

51 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   ✓     ✓ ✓     

52 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   

53 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

54 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓     

55 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus     ✓           

56 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus     ✓     ✓     

57 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix   ✓ ✓           

58 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus 

        ✓ ✓     

59 Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia     ✓     ✓     

60 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin     ✓           

61 Common Whitethroat  Curruca communis   ✓       ✓     

62 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

63 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

64 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

65 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata   ✓             

66 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

67 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra             ✓   

68 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   ✓     ✓ ✓     

69 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe         ✓       

70 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

71 Dunnock  Prunella modularis     ✓           

72 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea         ✓       

73 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

74 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

75 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis         ✓       

76 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   ✓         ✓   

77 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

78 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris         ✓ ✓     

79 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina             ✓   

80 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea           ✓     

81 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   ✓     ✓       

82 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   ✓ ✓           

83 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella       ✓     ✓   
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Mammals 

      June/July 2021 

  Scientific name Common name 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 

1 River Otter Lutra lutra   ✓ ✓   ✓       

2 Pine Marten Martes martes ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3 European Badger Meles meles         ✓       

4 Red Deer Cervus elaphus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

5 Père David's Deer Elaphurus davidianus           ✓     

6 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena             ✓   

7 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina   ✓ ✓ ✓         

8 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus ✓   ✓           

9 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus   ✓             

Other species 

        

  Scientific name Common name Trip 

  Fish 
 

  

1 Sand Eels Ammodytes ssp ✓ 

2 Blenny Lipophrys pholis ✓ 

3 Brown Trout Salmo trutta ✓ 

        

  Butterflies     

1 Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary 

Boloria selene ✓ 

2 Green-veined White Pieris napi ✓ 

3 Orange-tip Anthocharis cardamines ✓ 

4 Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne ✓ 

5 Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon ✓ 

6 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus ✓ 

7 Small Blue Cupido minimus ✓ 

8 Dark Green Fritillary Speyeria aglaja ✓ 

9 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina ✓ 

10 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus ✓ 

11 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta ✓ 

    
 

  

  Odonata     

1 Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii ✓ 

2 Broad Bodied Chaser Libellula depressa ✓ 

3 Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula ✓ 

4 Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum ✓ 

    
 

  

  Other Insects 
 

  

1 Green Tiger Beetle Cicindela campestris ✓ 

2 Birch Shieldbug Elasmostethus interstinctus ✓ 

3 Highland Midge Culicoides impunctatus ✓ 

4 Early Bumble Bee Bombus pratorum ✓ 

5 Carder Bee Bombus pascuorum ✓ 

6 White-tailed Bumble bee Bombus lucorum ✓ 
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7 Two banded Longhorn 
Beetle  

Rhagium bifasciatum ✓ 

        

  Other species     

1 Common Frog Rana temporaria ✓ 

2 Hermit Crab Paguroidea ssp ✓ 

 

Notable plants 

    

  Common name Scientific name Trip 

  Flowers     

1 Wild Honeysuckle  Lonicera pericylmenum ✓ 

2 Field Forget-me-Not  Myosotis arvensis ✓ 

3 Yellow Flag Iris Iris pseudacorus ✓ 

4 Northern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella ✓ 

5 Creeping Butterwort Pinguicula vulgaris ✓ 

6 Heath Spotted Orchid Dactyiorhiza maculata ✓ 

7 Pymaridal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis ✓ 

8 Bird's Foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus ✓ 

9 Red Clover Trifolium pratense  ✓ 

10 White Cover Trifolium repens ✓ 

11 Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta ✓ 

12 Tormentil Potentilla erecta ✓ 

13 Common Mouse Ear Cerastium fontanum ✓ 

14 Self Heal Prunella vulgaris ✓ 

15 Common Cow Wheat Melampyrum pratense ✓ 

16 Wild Thyme Thymus polytrichus ✓ 

17 English Stonecrop Sedum anglicum ✓ 

18 Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile ✓ 

19 Pineappleweed Matricaria discoidea ✓ 

 

 


