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Tour participants: Marcus John (leader) and 10 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Monday 3rd October 

We left Glasgow on schedule, crossed the Erskine Bridge and followed the western shores of Loch Lomond. 

After a brief stop in Tyndrum, we drove across Rannoch Moor and down through Glen Coe. The windy weather 

added real atmosphere to the dramatic highland scenery. We caught the Corran Ferry over Loch Linnhe before 

continuing westwards onto the Ardnamurchan Peninsula. We arrived in Glenborrodale with plenty of time to 

settle into our comfortable rooms before a delicious dinner.  As we waited up for a possible Pine Marten, we 

could see the shadowy outline of a big Red Deer stag that was roaring just outside - a great start to our tour! 

Day 2 Tuesday 4th October 

We rose early and set off just after dawn on our first drive. We saw a few Red Deer hinds as we drove around 

the bulk of Ben Hiant, the largest mountain on Ardnamurchan. We soon found our first big stag, who stood 

sentinel over a large group of females behind Braeside. This handsome animal was a magnificent sight in the 

early morning sunshine. Big stags weigh well over 200 kilograms and their antlers are around a metre in length. 

 

After a hearty highland breakfast, we travelled out to Ardnamurchan Point, the westernmost place on the British 

mainland. We walked out past the lighthouse to enjoy stunning views of the Sea of the Hebrides. South-easterly 

winds meant that few seabirds were present, apart from several Shags. Much more interesting were the Soay 

Sheep and the equally shaggy Iron-age goats, which have bred here for thousands of years. After a coffee break 

in the lighthouse tearooms, we drove out to Ormsaigbeg and then ate lunch overlooking the small bay at 

Kilchoan. As we were about to leave, Mike suggested that we check the ducks on a nearby pool. As we did so, 

Reg spotted some cetaceans just off shore; these turned out to be a pod of Bottle-nosed Dolphins! We watched 

as they made their way across the bay and then we jumped back into the minibus and drove around to the ferry 

terminal, where we hoped for better views. 

 

Sure enough, the whole pod was busy feeding as we walked out onto the jetty, frequently breaching and often 

leaping clear of the water before spinning in the air and splashing back down! They swam closer and closer until 

some were only five metres from where we stood. As we watched, they formed a line and swam six abreast 

across the little harbour. They were clearly cooperating, in order to push a shoal of fish against the wide concrete 

jetty. We felt privileged to witness this remarkable behaviour over such a protracted period of time - it was a 

wonderful wildlife experience! 

Day 3 Wednesday 5th October 

The day dawned clear and bright as we set off on our early morning drive. Once again, we enjoyed watching the 

behaviour of the dominant stags, as they constantly patrolled for rivals and kept the females in eyeshot; they can 

never relax and have limited opportunities to feed. As a result, they lose a significant proportion of their body 

weight during the rut period. 

 

Late morning saw us travelling east to Garbh Eilean, where we enjoyed a walk in the sunshine through maritime 

Sessile Oak woodland - a scarce and protected habitat. From the well-constructed hide, we counted 18 Harbour 
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(Common) Seals and were captivated by the sight of a young seal swimming rapidly near the surface and 

regularly breaching clear of the water, a behaviour known as “porpoising”. Next we visited Arivegaig, a beautiful 

spot on the edge of Kentra Bay. After indulging in delicious coffee and cakes at Acharacle community cafe, we 

walked out to Loch Shiel where we found four Little Grebes, before visiting Camas Torsa. Here we enjoyed our 

sandwiches whilst looking over a sunlit Loch Sunart. 

 

In the late afternoon we returned to the wide glen at Braeside, where a dozen stags were on view. Two 

youngsters were gently jousting but nearby, two larger males crashed together, locking antlers. However, to our 

disappointment, one immediately gave way and left the scene. Soon after, a huge, dark stag came charging and 

bellowing down the opposite hillside but unfortunately, the object of his anger was out of view. We remained in 

the glen until sunset, with the roaring of the stags all around us. 

 

After a delicious dinner, we set off on a night drive. It was a crystal clear evening and the night sky was 

spectacular, studded with innumerable stars and with the Milky Way seen very clearly.  

Day 4 Thursday 6th October 

After our late night excursion, we did not head out again until after breakfast. The coastal road skirts a sequence 

of bays; we paused to scan each one and, at Port Na Croisg, we found an Otter! Although on the far side, he was 

easy to pick out in the flat water and was beautifully backlit in the morning sunlight. Over the next 30 minutes, 

we took it in turns to watch through the scope, with the Otter seemingly oblivious to our presence.  

 

After a visit to Kilchoan Community Centre we drove out to Sanna Bay, widely recognised as one of Britain’s 

most beautiful beaches. We walked across the white sand in brilliant sunshine, enjoying close views of a small 

flock of Ringed Plover. We retraced our steps back to Kilchoan to eat our packed lunch whilst scanning the bay. 

We knew our luck was in when we found another Otter! It was somewhat distant but we were able to watch it 

through the scope as it clambered out of the sea and over the rocks. 

 

We were driving back towards Glenborrodale, when we caught a glimpse of several birds circling in a thermal. 

One of them was soon identified as a male Hen Harrier and we watched this beautiful raptor for several minutes. 

Then we finished our day with a visit to the deer park, which is very close to the accommodation. As we arrived, 

we found a lovely Roe Deer buck, which seemed positively diminutive in comparison to the Red Deer stags we 

were used to! Inside the fenced-off park were Fallow and the endangered Pere David Deer, the latter being part 

of an international breeding programme. On the way back down, we found a smart Dipper sat above a little weir. 

 

After dinner, most of us decided to wait up in the hope of seeing the local Pine Martens (which had thus far 

proved elusive). We were delighted when one appeared at 10pm and we watched it coming and going for about 

20 minutes.  

Day 5 Friday 7th October 

We needed to make an early start and so left immediately after breakfast to return to Glasgow. Just after 

disembarking from the Corran Ferry, we made a short stop at the Glen Righ Forest, a hot-spot for Red Squirrels. 

We had to wait for a few minutes but eventually had good views of two of these charming little animals, which 
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came in to take hazelnuts from the feeders. As we drove back down the A82, we were also able to enjoy the 

magnificence of Glen Coe, arguably the most famous site in the Scottish Highlands. We arrived back in Glasgow 

in good time for everyone’s flights and trains.  

 

It had been a remarkable few days, during which we had seen almost all of the iconic animals of Scotland. The 

sight and sound of big Red Deer stags roaring at each other across the wild glens was the undoubted highlight. 

To have seen and photographed them at close quarters was a real privilege. The supporting cast added 

enormously to our enjoyment: Otter, Pine Marten and Red Squirrel, as well as both Golden and White-tailed 

Eagles and, especially, the Bottle-nosed Dolphins. The Glenborrodale Bunkhouse was a welcoming and 

comfortable base and chef Alan provided hearty and delicious meals. Ardnamurchan is a remote yet beautiful 

place that retains a true sense of wilderness; time spent here will live long in the memory. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted; * Farmed; H = heard only) 

 
    October 

 
Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus   200 200 100   

2 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus       1   

3 Fallow Deer Dama dama       3   

4 Pine Marten Martes martes       1   

5 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra     1 2   

6 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris         2 

7 Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus   6       

8 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina     18 2   

9 Pipistrelle Bat sp Pipistrellus sp         

10 Pere David Deer* Elaphurus davidianus       1   

Birds             

1 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     4     

2 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 1 2 2 1   

3 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   6 2     

4 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea      

5 Canada Goose Branta canadensis       8   

6 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   15 17 10   

7 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna     1     

8 Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope   3       

9 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca   3 4     

10 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos       

11 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator       1   

12 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla     1     

13 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus     1 1   

14 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 1 6 4 6   

15 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   1       

16 Merlin  Falco columbarius       1   

17 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus       1   

18 Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus       1   

19 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus 2 4 4 15   

20 Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus           

21 Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula       7   

22 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus     2     

23 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   5 5 4   

24 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   1       

25 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia     1     

26 Common Gull  Larus canus        

27 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   1 2 1   

28 Herring Gull  Larus argentatus       

29 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus        

30 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'          

31 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   2 1 2   

32 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major     H     

33 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis       

34 Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   1   1   

35 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   2 2 2   
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    October 

 
Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 

36 Northern Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     1 1   

37 Dipper Cinclus cinclus       1   

38 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   5   15   

39 Eurasian Blackbird  Turdus merula   1       

40 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   6 4 4   

41 Common Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus   6 2 2   

42 Great Tit Parus major       

43 Coal Tit Periparus ater       

44 Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus       

45 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix       

46 Common Raven  Corvus corax       

47 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris         

48 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   6   2   

49 Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs      

50 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   2   2   

51 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina       30   

Other Taxa 

Common Toad,  Bufo bufo Common Darter,  Sympetrum striolatum 

Red Admiral,  Vanessa atalanta  

 


