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Tour participants: Andrew Bray (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 29th September 

Glasgow, Corran Ferry, Ardnamurchan 

The trip started with the collection of four clients from Glasgow Railway Station and two from the airport. We 

made reasonable time to the Green Welly stop for a break, and some of us even managed a cup of tea and cake. 

We drove down Glencoe valley with its magnificent views and caught the Corran Ferry. We were not quite last 

on, but close, and did drive straight on. As we waited at the lights on the bridge crossing Glencoe Loch, we saw 

Shags flying around. After a while, we drove on narrow roads with passing places along the drive. This was the 

standard road we spent our time on. We arrived just before the other couple, who were on ferry but unloaded 

after us. We then enjoyed an evening meal and retired to bed. 

Day 2 Saturday 30th September 

Ardnamurchan Lighthouse, Kilchoan, Glenborrodale Bay 

We were out at 6am to Braeside and waited as dawn crept past. There were just a couple of roars from the 

rutting stags. We drove over the ridge to Caim barn, where there were plenty of sheep and cows. We drove back 

to Braeside and turned around at Brae House. There were two large herds of Red Deer in the valley, one guarded 

by a massive dark stag. The other was lighter in colour and was tolerated by the bigger stag. On the way back to 

the bunkhouse, there was a Golden Eagle near the road. After breakfast at 9am, we headed to Kilchoan to buy 

bread - for Pine Marten sandwiches. We then headed to the lighthouse which is situated on the most westerly 

point of mainland Britain. There were lots of Gannets diving into sea in two locations. We made use of the 

facilities by the café and even saw some Twite.  

 

We had lunch at the ferry point with two Shags on a close-by rock and two White-tailed Eagles perched on rocks 

a distance away. There was even a brief sighting of a fin which looked like a Bottlenose Dolphin. We had hot 

drink at the café at the Kilchoan Community Centre. We went back to end of buildings for seals on the rocks in 

the bay; there was a mix of Grey and Common Seals. We then started our journey back. We stopped at Braeside 

where the only dark stag had a harem of 40+ hinds. He saw off a junior challenger with a few roars and a charge. 

We could see him roaring, but the wind was blowing in the wrong direction, so we could not hear him. Before 

the raptor watch-point there were more deer with stags on hillside towards Beinn Bhuide.   

 

Back at the hotel point in Glenborrodale Bay we looked for Otter and eventually a dog Otter swam close and 

fished before swimming away. At 6.30pm Niall gave talk to group about Red Deer which was very good and well 

received. His dog ate all the low-lying sandwiches, and in morning all the others had been taken by the Pine 

Marten. The one-eyed Stag was roaring all night, and he did that every night. 

Day 3 Sunday 1st October 

Acharacle, Tioram Castle, Kentra Bay, Garb Eilean, Bunkhouse 

We started this morning at 6.30am. We drove to Caim barns but only found stags going up the hills.  We tried 

for a herd known to be near Achateny but they were not found; probably they were in the trees. At Braeside the 
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herd was very visible. After breakfast at 9am, we went to Loch Shiel at Acharacle, seeing Tufted Duck and Little 

Grebe. We then moved on to Tioram Castle. We walked up to the entrance as the tide was out and the gap was 

not covered in sea water. There were Oystercatcher and Curlew on the beach. We had a nice walk, even though 

it was very windy, and watched sea canoeists getting ready to paddle out. On the way back from the castle we 

had a look at bridge from the minibus at narrowest point of River Shiel. On the far side was the Ardnamurchan 

estate, with Loch Shiel estate nearside.  

 

We had a comfort break in Acharacle by the shop. It was only a short drive to Kentra Bay, where we recorded 

Black-tailed Godwit and Curlew. It was not long before the wind and rain forced us to leave. We had lunch in 

the shelter of a hide at Garb Eilean, with a Harbour (Common) Seal and Red-throated Diver to keep us 

occupied. It was then a long drive back to see the Red Deer. We dropped one couple off for a walk by entrance 

to bunkhouse. By Loch Mudle a White-tailed Eagle flew over and Ravens played in the wind. There were masses 

of Red Deer in valley on left-hand side going to Caim barn. There were two herds with some big stags in 

between them, but not big enough! The alpha males were bigger. We left them as the rain arrived and drove to 

Achateny, but once again, there were no deer. The Braeside herd was close to road and the male was very 

photogenic. We went back to the bunkhouse and at top of track stopped to look at three Père David’s Deer 

(they look a bit like horses). Some young Red Deer stags ran in front of us. We were back by early evening and 

put out sandwiches for the Pine Marten. It turned up for all to see and there could have been two individuals.  

Once again One-eye did not disappoint and roared all night. 

Day 4 Monday 2nd October 

Sanna Bay, Kilchoan, Windmill Hill 

We had a slightly later start as the weather forecast was terrible; how wrong they could be! We saw lots of deer in 

the valleys and four males were practising fighting with horns locked. The Braeside group were spooked and 

took off, jumping fences like at the Grand National. We saw quite a few stags this morning. After breakfast we 

drove to Sanna Bay and, in brilliant sunshine and strong wind, walked to the beach. There were three Brent 

Geese in the calmer waters. It is a beautiful sandy beach with nice rock pools on the flat rock. We drove back to 

Kilchoan for a hot-drink break at the Community Centre and then popped to the pier, but no fins were to be 

seen. On the way back, we stopped to look at the Common Seals on the rocks. We did drive up to the windmill 

with lots of Ravens but no Eagles; by now, it was raining. We drove down to Camas Fearna for lunch in the 

minibus looking for life at sea, then onto Port na Croisg. We saw the display at Glenmore Natural History 

Centre then drove back to the hills for Red Deer. There were plenty of stags and hinds across the hills. We 

watched one stag as he rounded up his harem, chasing the ladies away from younger stags to where he could 

watch them. 

Day 5 Tuesday 3rd October 

Inchree, Glasgow 

After catching the ferry, we stopped at Inchree at the Red Squirrel hot spot. We saw two squirrels before 

departing. We had a stop at the Green Welly, before heading around Loch Lomond for Glasgow.  It was then 

time for farewells and our transport home. 
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We had a fabulous time and saw plenty of Red Deer in all their glory. There was a lot of roaring and we certainly 

knew that One-eye was around the bunkhouse each night. We saw 52 species of bird plus seals, Otter and Pine 

Marten. Despite the rain and the cooling winds that blew, we did manage to have an enjoyable time. All too soon 

the trip was over, and we said farewell to all those who participated. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

   September/October 

  Common Name Scientific Name 29 30 1 2 3 

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus        

2 Pine Marten Martes martes          

3 River Otter Lutra lutra          

4 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris         

5 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina        

6 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus          

Amphibians       

1 Common Toad Bufo bufo          

Birds             

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser       

2 Brent Goose Branta bernicla    3   

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   5 4 8   

4 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula     13 2   

5 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata     1     

6 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     1     

7 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus   3       

8 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea        

9 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus      

10 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis     5   

11 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo     1   

12 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   1       

13 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   7 1     

14 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   4 2 2 2 

15 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus  13     

16 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria       11   

17 Black Tailed Godwit Limosa limosa     1     

18 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata 1 h 11 3   

19 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus     

20 Common Gull  Larus canus   1 1 13   

21 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   5 2 8   

22 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus     

23 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus   2   1   

24 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'          

25 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     2     

26 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto     10     

27 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco   h       

28 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   1   2   

29 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula         

30 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix        

31 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   2 10 25   

32 Coal Tit  Periparus ater      

33 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus      

34 Great Tit  Parus major      

35 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia           

36 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica       1   
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   September/October 

  Common Name Scientific Name 29 30 1 2 3 

37 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   2     

38 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris         

39 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   1   1   

40 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos     1     

41 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus        

42 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula        

43 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   4 9 7   

44 White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus     1     

45 Dunnock  Prunella modularis     2 1   

46 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea     2 3   

47 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   3 2 19   

48 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis        

49 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs      

50 Twite  Linaria flavirostris   20       

51 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   4     

52 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella   2       

 


