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Tour participants: Andrew Bray (Leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Saturday 29th September 

The trip started with the collection of six clients from Glasgow Railway Station and two from the airport. We 

stopped at a supermarket in Dumbarton to buy some goodies for the trip. We made reasonable time to the 

Green Welly stop for a break, and some of us even managed a cup of tea and a cake. We drove down Glencoe 

Valley where unfortunately the views were less attractive than usual due to the weather, and caught the Corran 

Ferry. There were not many vehicles on the ferry which departed on time. After a while, we drove on narrow 

roads with passing places, arriving in time for the evening meal, followed by bed. 

Day 2 Sunday 30th September 

We set off this morning at 6.30am, driving first of all to Caim Barns where we found stags going up the hills, and 

further along the road there were more herds with a big stag. After breakfast at 9am, we went to Acharacle on 

the shores of Loch Shiel, seeing an otter and a pair of Slavonian Grebes. We then planned to move on to Tioram 

Castle, but unfortunately the road was closed for a short while due to a tetrathalon race so instead we went to 

Kentra Bay where the tide was in and just on the turn, and here we found some Curlew and Red-breasted 

Mergansers. We stopped at the Pines Medical Centre to see if there were any Red Squirrels about but there were 

not. We then headed to Tioram Castle. The castle appears to have originally been a principal stronghold of Clann 

Ruaidhri. According to early modern tradition the castle was erected by Aine Nic Ruaidhri (1318–50). The castle 

certainly served as the seat of her Clann Raghnaill descendants for centuries. As such, Castle Tioram is the 

traditional seat of the Clanranald (Clann Raghnaill) branch of Clan Donald. The castle was seized by 

Government forces in around 1692 when the clan chief Allan MacDonald of Clanranald joined the Jacobite 

Court in France, despite having sworn allegiance to the British Crown. A small garrison was stationed in the 

castle until the Jacobite uprising of 1715 when Allan recaptured and torched it, purportedly to keep it out of the 

hands of government forces. We walked up to the entrance as the tide was out and the gap was not covered in 

sea water. Although it was windy we had a pleasant walk and we saw Oystercatcher and Curlew on the beach.  

 

We had a comfort break and a hot drink at the Internet Café in Acharacle at the Internet Café, and had lunch in 

the shelter of a hide at Garb Eilean overlooking Loach Sunnart, with Harbour (Common) Seal and Red-necked 

Grebe to keep us occupied, whilst the roof kept us dry. It was then a long drive back to see the Red Deer, 

stopping off at the bunkhouse for a hot drink and a comfort break. On our way to see the deer we stopped at 

Port na Croisg for our third otter of the day and before Loch Muddle a Golden Eagle flew over. There were 

masses of Red Deer in the valley on left-hand side going to Caim barn. There was at least one herd with some 

big stags, but not big enough! The alpha males were bigger and there was a stag on the horizon which was so big 

that we could see it without the binos! Also two Golden Eagles put in an appearance and one flew very quickly 

down the valley in front of us. On the drive back there were hinds very close to the road before we got to the 

viewpoint. We were back in the early evening and put out sandwiches for the Pine Martens, two of which turned 

up for a few of us to see and we had a chat from Niall about Red Deer which was very informative. The stag 

known as One-eye did not disappoint and roared all night!  
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Day 3 Monday 1st October 

We were out again at 6.30am heading first to Braeside and then drove down to Achateny where there is a fenced 

area which is supposed to keep the deer out – it didn’t work as they were in there anyway! Another group was 

moving up the hill from where we turned left to Fascadale. We didn’t enter the woods but turned around and 

headed for the barn at Cairn where we saw huge herds of stags including two pairs play fighting with locked 

antlers. The big alpha male nearby was roaring as he kept his harem close by and there were also some roars 

from stags which we couldn’t see. After breakfast at 9am, we headed to Kilchoan, and on the way, by 

Glenborrowdale Castle, a mink ran alongside the road. By Loch Muddle we came across a herd of cows standing 

in the road, and annoyingly they refused to move until we stopped.  Once in Kilchoan we turned right to head to 

the lighthouse which is situated on the most westerly point of mainland Britain. Here there were lots of Gannets 

diving into the sea, a Kittiwake flew past and what looked like a Razorbill was flying across the sea at a distance.  

 

We then drove to the Community Centre at Kilchoan for a hot drink before heading to the ferry point where we 

saw Shags on a nearby rock. We went back to end of buildings to look for seals on the rocks in the bay and there 

was a mixture of Grey and Common Seals allowing us to check the identification criteria of these species, before 

deciding to start our return journey as the weather was turning. We stopped at the Windmill Hill where two stags 

took umbrage and trotted past us. At the watch point near Cnoc Breac we looked down into Cames nan Geall 

but only Oystercatchers were seen, so we moved on to the Wildlife Centre at Glenmore for another hot drink 

and a look around the display and shop. We stopped at the bunkhouse to don waterproof trousers before going 

up the hill to look for Sika and Red Deer. In Glenborrodale Bay we looked for Otter but the rain became 

steadier and harder, so we headed back to the warmth of the bunkhouse. The one-eyed Stag was roaring all 

night. 

Day 4 Tuesday 2nd October 

We drove to Caim Barn and parked up with hinds initially close by the fence, although they gradually walked 

further away from the road as it became lighter. The big stag was roaring and disappeared chasing another stag. 

After breakfast we drove to the Raptor Watch Point and Windmill Hill before turning right in Kilchoan and 

heading across the old volcanic rings to Sanna Bay, where, in brilliant sunshine and a strong wind, we walked to 

the beach. It is a beautiful sandy beach with nice rock pools on the flat rocks and from here we could see the 

islands of Muck, Eigg and Rhum. On the drive back we stopped at Achnaha for lunch and then drove through 

Kilchoan to the end of the road at Ormsaigbeg. We did not stay too long as there was little to see, so we drove 

back to Kilchoan for a hot-drink break at the Community Centre before returning to Windmill Hill and the 

Raptor Watch Point. En route to a hot drink a “barn door”, otherwise known as a White-tailed Eagle flew in to 

have a drink at Kilchoan. At the Raptor Watch Point two people walked down to the site where St Columba 

brought Christianity to Scotland. We went to try for a closer look at a Golden Eagle which flew past on our drive 

to the Raptor Watch Point but ended up watching a sizeable herd of deer on Tom a Chapuill. We then drove to 

Caim Barn and watched the large stag roaring.  

 

After dinner a Pine Marten called in at about 8:30pm taking two sandwiches before it left. We later visited Camas 

Fearna to look for Wild Cats but the only eyes we saw belonged to the Red Deer. 
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Day 5 Wednesday 3rd October 

We left at 8am to catch the ferry at 9am. and we saw some Eider as we crossed. At Inchree just after the ferry we 

stopped to look at a lone Red Squirrel which quickly disappeared. It was then a drive to the Green Welly for a 

break, going via Glencoe and Rannock Moor (where a Red Grouse was seen by those in the front), after which 

we continued to the airport and main rail station. 

 

The weather was not great compared to the rest of UK but that did not stop us from enjoying our trip. We 

certainly saw plenty of Red Deer plus great views of other mammals and birds. The scenery was gorgeous and 

the trees were turning those lovely autumnal colours. A great three full days in a part of the UK with single track 

roads, a very small population and stunning sights will long be remembered.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted) 

      September/October 

  Scientific name Common name 29 30 1 2 3 

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus       

2 Fallow Deer Dama dama       

3 Pine Marten Martes martes        

4 River Otter Lutra lutra          

5 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris         

6 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina        

7 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus         

8 Mink Neovison vison          

Birds             

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser       

2 Canada Goose Branta canadensis  2 5    

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos  1     

4 Common Scoter Aythya fuligula 2         

5 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator   3       

6 Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus scotica         1 

7 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus           

8 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata     4     

9 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       1   

10 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena   4 2     

11 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus   2       

12 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     

13 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus      

14 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   15     

15 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   2     

16 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   3       

17 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus     1     

18 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla     1     

19 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 2 4 3 7   

20 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   15     

21 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   3 2 2   

22 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus     

23 Common Gull  Larus canus   1       

24 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   1 5 2   

25 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus     

26 Razorbill Alca torda   1  

27 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus       

28 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto          

29 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   2 1 2   

30 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix       

31 Northern Raven  Corvus corax       

32 Coal Tit  Periparus ater      

33 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus      

34 Great Tit  Parus major      

35 Nuthatch Sitta europaea   1   1 

36 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   2 1     

37 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus        
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      September/October 

  Scientific name Common name 29 30 1 2 3 

38 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula        

39 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola     6 4   

40 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   3 2 2   

41 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   3 2 2   

42 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   1 1     

43 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis       

44 Eurasian Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus   1    

45 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs      

46 Common Linnet Linaria cannabina         

47 Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus   1 1 1   

 


