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Tour participants: Andrew Bray (Leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Wednesday 3rd October 

The trip started with the collection of five clients from Glasgow Railway Station and then three from the airport. 

We stopped at a supermarket in Dumbarton to buy some goodies for the trip manly in the form of bottles and 

cans.  We made reasonable time to the Green Welly stop for a break, and some of us even managed a cup of tea 

and cake. We drove down Glencoe valley with better views than expected given the weather and caught the 

Corran Ferry. The ferry departed on time not quite fully laden but close to it.  After leaving the ferry we drove 

on narrow roads with passing places, this was the type of road we that we spent our time on during the tour. We 

arrived at our accommodation in time for an evening meal and retired to bed as the local Pine Marten was late 

taking the sandwiches which had been put out. 

Day 2 Thursday 4th October 

This morning we had a pre-breakfast drive to Caim Barns where we found stags going up the hills.  There were 

further herds along the road accompanied by a big stag and there was also a pair of young stags play fighting 

with locked antlers. We stopped at Port na Croisg on our way back where we found a mother and kit otter and 

they were joined later by a dog otter.  

 

After breakfast at 9am, we went to Loch Shiel at Acharacle, seeing a White-tailed Eagle, Scaup and a pair of 

Slavonian Grebes. We then moved on to Tioram Castle where the tide was out so we could get to the small main 

gate. The castle appears to have originally been a principal stronghold of Clann Ruaidhri   According to early 

modern tradition the castle was erected by Aine Nic Ruaidhri (1318–50).  The castle certainly served as the seat 

of her Clann Raghnaill descendants for centuries. As such, Castle Tioram is the traditional seat of the Clanranald 

(Clann Raghnaill) branch of Clan Donald.  The castle was seized by Government forces in around 1692 when 

the clan chief Allan MacDonald of Clanranald joined the Jacobite Court in France, despite having sworn 

allegiance to the British Crown. A small garrison was stationed in the castle until the Jacobite uprising of 1715 

when Allan recaptured and torched it, purportedly to keep it out of the hands of government forces. We had a 

comfort break in Acharacle at the Internet Cafe as well as very welcome hot drinks. We went to Kentra Bay with 

the tide in and on the turn, but there was little there, including visitors!  We stopped at the Pines Medical Centre 

where there are often Red Squirrels to be seen, but unfortunately none were showing themselves today.  

 

We had lunch in the shelter of a hide at Garb Eilean overlooking Loch Sunnart, with two Harbour (Common) 

Seals, plus an Otter and Rock Pipits to keep us occupied and a roof to keep us dry. It was then a long drive back 

to see the Red Deer. We stopped at the bunkhouse for a cuppa and a comfort break after we had seen the 

Fallow and Pere David’s deer up on the hillside.  We then drove to the road leading to Tom a Chapuill where 

there were a couple of herds.  On the drive back above Camas nan Geall there was a large herd grazing on the 

hill side, and the stag put in an appearance standing against the skyline for a short while.  After dinner we went 

looking for Wild Cat at Camas Faerna but were unsuccessful.  We had better luck with the Pine Marten though, 

as we were back in time to see it start taking the sandwiches. The stag known as One-eye did not disappoint and 

roared all night.   
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Day 3 Friday 5th October 

We were out at 6.45am this morning, going initially to Braeside and then down to Achateny where there is an 

area fenced off to keep the deer out, but they had found their way in anyway.  There was another group moving 

up the hill from where we turned left to Fascadale.  We did not enter the woods and turned around and headed 

for the barn at Cairn where we saw a large herd of stags.  The big alpha male nearby was roaring as he kept his 

harem close by.  On the way back we stopped at the Raptor Watch Point as a Golden Eagle had flown over us as 

we were driving and landed on the hill side for all to see. 

 

After breakfast at 9am, we headed towards Kilchoan.  We stopped at Camas nan Gael Raptor Watch Point and 

found Greylag Goose on the stones. Once in Kilchoan we turned right to head to the lighthouse which is 

situated on the most westerly point of mainland Britain. There were lots of Gannets diving into the sea and a 

Razorbill was flying across the sea at a distance.  Near the lighthouse there was a field of Soay Sheep and another 

with Jacob Sheep with their spectacular horns.  We then drove to the ferry point where Shags were standing on a 

nearby rock, after which we went back to the end of the buildings to look for seals on the rocks in the bay; 

seeing a mix of Grey and Common Seals.  Our next stop was at Windmill Hill where we found more Red Deer, 

although they soon disappeared from view.   

 

It was then a drive to the Wildlife Centre at Glenmore for another hot drink and a look around the display and 

shop, after which we went back to the previous evenings watch point where we saw two White-tailed Eagles 

soaring around and also a Golden Eagle that headed south, and another headed north later on.  There were 

hinds lit by sunshine on the hills and a magnificent stag was watched through the telescope at the top of the far 

ridge.  It was early evening when we headed back to the warmth of the bunkhouse.  The one-eyed Stag started 

roaring but then moved further down the road and the Pine Marten took the food much earlier than expected! 

Day 4 Saturday 6th October 

This morning as we drove by the coast three Roe Deer ran across the road in front us.  We continued to Caim 

Barn and parked up with Red Deer close by the fence although they gradually walked futher away from the road 

as it became lighter.  The big stag was roaring and chased away some other younger stags. 

 

After breakfast we drove to Windmill Hill where there were more deer by the forest edge.  We drove north 

before turning right at the crossroads towards Kilmory and beyond to the old grave site looking for Hen 

Harriers.  There were none about, so we moved on to Kilchoan and then across the old volcanic rings to Sanna 

Bay where, in brilliant sunshine, we walked to the beach.  This is a beautiful sandy beach with nice rock pools on 

the flat rock holding small elvers, some other fish and Hermit crabs.  From the golden sandy beach we could see 

the islands of Muck, Eigg and Rhum.  On the drive back we stopped at Achnaha for lunch and then drove to the 

ferry point at Kilchoan using the facilities there.  We did not stay too long as there was little to see.  We drove 

back to Kilmory and on to Swordle and then to Actaney for our second time today, but once again there was no 

Hen Harrier to be seen.  There were deer at Braeside including a large stag.  We stopped at a point off the road 

near Tom a Chapuill to view more deer before returning to the bunkhouse.  After dinner Niall gave us a very 

informative talk about the deer and the Pine Marten called for his sandwich supper at about 9:30pm.   
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Day 5 Sunday 7th October 

Today it was a later start at 8am to catch the ferry at 9am and then onto Inchree just around the corner  where 

there were three Red Squirrels that we all could see and photograph.  It was then a wet drive through the 

Glencoe Valley on towards the Green Welly for a half hour stop, then onto Glasgow airport and main railway 

station. 

 

We had some good weather and lots of rainbows on the Saturday - it soon became the land of rainbows as well 

as the land of stunning scenery.  We saw lots of deer and the family of otters was wonderful to see, as were three 

eagles in the sky together.  We were fortunate to see the different species of deer and plenty of Red Deer stags 

and hinds out on the hills.  This was a trip that will be remembered for years to come for the beautiful scenery 

and the roars of the stags (not forgetting of course the Pine Marten!). 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted) 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus      

2 Fallow Deer Dama dama          

3 Pere David's Deer Elaphurus davidianus          

4 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus     


   

5 Pine Marten Martes martes       

6 River Otter Lutra lutra         

7 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris         

8 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina        

9 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus          

Birds   

 

      

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   41    

2 Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
 

6     

3 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 


8 9     

4 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos       

5 Eurasian Teal Aythya fuligula   2   1   

6 Scaup Aythya marila   1       

7 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator     2     

8 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus         

9 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata     1     

10 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   5       

11 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena   2       

12 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus   2       

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea       

14 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus         

15 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis     13 1   

16 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo  2     

17 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos     3     

18 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus   1       

19 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   1 2     

20 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   5 11 6   

21 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus        

22 European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria   





  

23 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   3 8 6   

24 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 


  


25 Common Gull  Larus canus     2     

26 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   1 9 5   

27 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus 


   

28 Razorbill Alca torda     1     

29 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral' 
 




  

30 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus          

31 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus     1     

32 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica         1 

33 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix     

34 Northern Raven  Corvus corax        

35 Coal Tit  Periparus ater     


36 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus     
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 

37 Great Tit  Parus major     


38 Nuthatch Sitta europaea     1 1   

39 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     2 1   

40 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris     5    

41 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos     


1   

42 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   3 12    

43 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula        

44 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola     9 6   

45 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus   1 2     

46 Dunnock  Prunella modularis        

47 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea       1   

48 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrelli   2 2     

49 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis        

50 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   4   


  

51 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs      

52 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina     8     

53 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis    8    

 


