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Tour participants: Andrew Bray (Leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Thursday 3rd October 

The trip started with the collection of four clients from Glasgow Railway Station and then four from 

the airport. We stopped at a supermarket in Dunbarton to buy some goodies for the trip manly in the 

form of bottles. We made reasonable time to the Green Welly stop for a break, and some of us even 

managed a cup of tea and a cake. We drove down Glencoe Valley with better views than expected given 

the weather and caught the Corran Ferry which departed on time not quite fully laden, but close to it. 

After a while, we drove on narrow roads with passing places, which would become very familiar to us 

over the next few days. We arrived in time for an evening meal and retired to bed as the Pine Marten 

was late coming for the sandwiches which had been put out for it. 

Day 2 Friday 4th October 

We started this morning at 6.30am. driving first of all to Caim Barn where we found a group of Red 

Deer going up the hills. At Braeside there was another group and lots of photos were taken of both 

these groups. After breakfast at 9.00am, we went to Glenborrodale Bay to see if could find an otter, but 

unfortunately, we were out of luck. We did find a stag swimming across a gap between peninsulas 

though. 

 

We stopped at Camas nan Gael Raptor Watch Point. Here St Columba brought Christianity to Scotland 

in the 6th century. Our next stop was Windmill Hill then onto the community centre at Kilchoan where 

we stopped for a drink. It was then on to the Point of Ardnamurchan where a lighthouse stands on the 

most westerly point of the GB mainland. Here we spied a few Gannets out to sea and much closer 

were a pair of White-tailed Eagles which we watched as we had lunch out of the wind at the end of the 

cafe. A few of us also had drinks from the cafe! We then drove to Swordle and looked at the bay where 

a Viking Chief in his longboat was excavated.  

 

Afterwards we drove to Lochan a Mhadidh Riabhaich where we heard Red Deer but saw none so 

moved to Windmill Hill where there were several Red Deer on the move. Our last stop was again at 

Glenborrodale Bay but we left disappointed. That evening our spirits soared as the Pine Marten put in 

numerous appearances to collect the sandwiches. 

Day 3 Saturday 5th October 

We were out at 6.30am heading to Braeside where there were two herds and we watched a young stag 

being chased away by the Alpha stag. There was also a herd behind us. After breakfast at 9am we drove 

to Castle Tioram where the tide was coming in. The castle was built in the 14century under the Clan 

Ranrald of the Clan Donald. It was seized by government forces at the end of the 17 century. It was 

captured by Allan of Moidart who owned it under the Jacobite Rebellion but was torched by him to 

stop it falling into Government hands.  
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There were a few birds on the far side of the river. Two of the group got their feet wet as they crossed 

the gap and two others decided to delay crossing from the castle to the mainland! From there we 

stopped at the old bridge were the two landowners decided that the middle of the bridge divided their 

respective estates of Ardnamurchan and Torin. We went to Cafe Tioram but it was closed so we took 

drinks from the shop and drove down to Loch Shiel where there was lot of Little Grebes. From there 

we drove to Kentra Bay and some of the party started the walk to Ockle. They did not go too far but 

did see godwits and a stag on the hill.  

 

We then went to Garbh Eilean where we saw an otter on the way near the camp site. At the hide we 

had lunch and watched as a young seal constantly leapt out of the water. A family group hauled 

themselves onto a bed of kelp covered rocks and immediately adopted the banana position. All good 

things must come to an end and we headed back to the Bunkhouse for a rest and a drink. We then 

slowly drove to the Raptor Watch Point where we just missed out on White-tailed Eagle except for a 

select few who just managed to get a brief glimpse. However, as we drove up the road we did see a 

Golden Eagle and it was joined for a while by a White-tailed Eagle. Both of them gave us superb views 

before they disappeared over the hills. Windmill Hill was very windy and devoid of life as we headed 

back to the bunkhouse. After dinner the Pine Marten again put in an appearance. Also the stag known 

as “One Eye” was back as the previous night he was absent. Unfortunately, the evening drive was 

called off because of the rain. 

Day 4 Sunday 6th October 

We started later today at 6.45am and in fact it was still dark at 7am, and the weather today was cloud 

and rain. We drove to Cairn Barn and parked up near several herds and lots of young stags. Some 

young stags decided on a play fight which did not last long. The Alpha males were big and strong. After 

breakfast we stopped at the end of the track by the road and Andrew checked out the bay for Otters. It 

was raining so the group waited inside until a call was made; none came. We then drove to the Raptor 

Watch Point where it was still raining so we carried on to Achateny. There were a couple of herds along 

the Braeside road. As it was still raining, we headed for Kilchoan and found that the Puffin Cafe was 

open. From there we drove to Ormsaigbeg where only the leader stood outside in the rain. 

  

We eventually ended up at Mingery Pier for lunch. An Eider flew past and there were Shags on the 

rock. Our major stop was Sanna Bay where the rain had stopped. We could see the rings of the caldera 

as we drove across them. At Sanna Bay the streams were in full flow so we left the way we walked in. 

We did see a White-tailed Eagle plus an Otter out in the sea. At Braeside the top herd had a new leader 

as the Alpha male was spent and lying near a fence. There was also a herd below it with the stag 

roaring.  

 

We moved on and our stop at Port nan Croisg produced an Otter and a lone Guiillemot. It was then 

back to our accommodation for a superb meal. After dinner the Pine Marten called before Neil gave us 

a long talk on the history plus the socio-economic factors affecting the estate now, with politics playing 

an increasing role. Afterwards only one of the group came out for a hunt for Wildcat. Although we 

didn’t find one, we did see the eyes of deer. It was then lights out and a decent nights sleeps as One-

Eye did not roar except early in the evening. 
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Day 5 Monday 7th October 

It was raining and very windy when we left. The ferry was only 1/3rd full and was on time, and after a 

while we turned off in the roadworks to Inchree where the Red Squirrels again did not show; was it too 

cold and windy? We stopped at the Green Welly in Tyndrum and then made good progress to the 

airport and railway station. We had an excellent time and saw plenty of animals and birds in the 

exceptional scenery. Even the weather behaved, apart from the last day! We enjoyed each other’s 

company and all too soon the trip came to an end. We saw 49 species of birds including both eagles 

and a lovely Guillemot whilst looking for the Otter. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Mammals (✓=recorded but not counted) 

      October 

  Scientific name Common name 3 4 5 6 7 

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

2 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus       1  

3 Fallow Deer Dama dama     ✓     

4 Père David's Deer Elaphurus davidianus     ✓     

5 Pine Marten Martes martes  1 1 1   

6 River Otter Lutra lutra       2   

7 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris          

8 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina   1 ✓ 2  

9 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus      ✓   

10 Pipistrelle ssp        ✓   

Birds     
 

      

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   ✓ ✓ ✓   

2 Canada Goose Branta canadensis     ✓     

3 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 2     2   

4 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus       1   

5 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca     2     

7 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula     6     

8 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima       1   

9 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator     ✓ 1   

10 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   2 12     

11 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

12 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   ✓       

13 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis 1     ✓   

14 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   2 1     

16 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus     1     

17 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   2 1 2   

18 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   5 5 6   

19 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

20 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula       10   

21 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata ✓ 2 ✓ ✓   

22 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa     ✓     

23 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

24 Common Gull  Larus canus     1 ✓ ✓ 

25 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus   1 3 ✓   

26 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

27 Common Guillemot Uria aalge       1   

28 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'     ✓   

29 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     ✓     

30 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius     3   ✓ 
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      October 

  Scientific name Common name 3 4 5 6 7 

31 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica         ✓ 

32 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula ✓         

33 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   ✓ 4 ✓   

35 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   ✓ 1 1  

36 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓ ✓ ✓  

37 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓ ✓ ✓  

38 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes     2     

39 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris     ✓ ✓   

40 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   1       

41 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   1 3 1   

42 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   5       

43 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus     1     

44 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     ✓     

45 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   1 2 1   

46 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii   2       

47 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓ ✓ ✓   

48 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs         ✓ 

49 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   ✓   ✓   

Butterflies             

11 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta ✓   ✓    

  

 


