
Ardnamurchan – The Red Deer Rut 

Naturetrek Tour Report 29th Sept – 3rd Oct 2021 
 

 

 

Naturetrek Mingledown Barn Wolf's Lane Chawton Alton Hampshire GU34 3HJ UK 

 T: +44 (0)1962 733051  

 E: info@naturetrek.co.uk W: www.naturetrek.co.uk  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Report by Dave Jackson & images by Simon Dicks 

 

 

Golden Plover Red Deer 

Red Deer White-tailed Eagles 

mailto:info@naturetrek.co.uk
../../Peter/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2NR7BARZ/www.naturetrek.co.uk




Tour Report Ardnamurchan – The Red Deer Rut 

 

 

© Naturetrek     February 22 1 
 

Tour participants: Dave Jackson & Simon Dicks (leaders) with nine Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1                                                                  Wednesday 29th September 

After pick-ups from Glasgow station and the airport, we returned to the vehicle rental depot as the rear seat 

wouldn’t lift. A touch of WD40 and a generous gift of Talisker Single Malt for our troubles and we were on our 

way to Ardnamurchan. A Hooded Crow at Loch Lomond was the first of many we would see on the trip as we 

pulled in to change places in the vehicles. No-one was tempted to use the Portaloos so we continued on to our 

traditional stop at The Green Welly, Tyndrum some 50 minutes ahead.  

 

As we crossed Rannoch Moor, the dramatic scenery of Glencoe could be seen in the distance. We stopped to 

take photos briefly before continuing on to Corran where the ferry was waiting for us to board before crossing 

the narrow stretch of Loch Linnhie. 

 

A lay-by stop a few minutes from the ferry gave the group their first sighting of Harbour Seals on the tour with 

approximately 15 animals on a small island getting ready to simultaneously leap into the water as if given a secret 

command. Simon spotted a Red-throated Diver before we continued on to Glenborrodale where we met up with 

our last two guests who had travelled to the bunkhouse independently.  

 

We wasted no time in getting to dinner at the Natural History Visitor Centre where our hosts, Vicky and Richard 

greeted us for the first of many excellent meals enjoyed by the group. As we left the centre, a Badger ran ahead 

of the vehicles until it found a way off the road. 

 

Back at the bunkhouse, a brief outline of the days ahead were discussed and food put out for the Pine Martens 

but we were all tired after our long journeys and we retired to bed before they came to feed although some were 

kept awake until after midnight by the bellowing stags. 

 

Day 2                                                                      Thursday 30th September 

An early start before sunrise to look for deer on the road to Braehouse with two Red Deer stags peering at us 

through the dim light. Several more deer were seen on the other side of the road as we returned to base to collect 

the rest of the group for breakfast. 

 

Back to the bunkhouse to prepare for the day ahead and to see if the stags were there. Two Red Deer were near 

the lodge as we moved closer for photographs. Niall, the estate manager explained that his daughter named the 

hind Ricky as she looked like she had rickets in her back legs. Some of the group hand-fed apples to the hind 

while Niall explained that the regular stag, One Eye, had been in a fight and moved back into the forest and 

another stag had taken his place. 

 

With rain forecast for the morning and high tide early afternoon we set off for the Garbh Eilean Wildlife Hide 

with Otter in mind. Simon’s crew had spotted two White-tailed Eagles but there was nowhere to stop on the 

narrow roads. Birch Boletes grew along the path to the hide and the rare Lungwort Lichen adorned an Oak Tree. 
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From the hide, three Redshank flew by as a Grey Wagtail took exception to the Rock Pipit trying to share its 

rock.  

 

An Otter appeared and we watched it swimming and feeding for over an hour, part of the time being closely 

watched by two Hooded Crows intent on stealing its meal. The Otter eventually slid away and one crow took the 

remains of the fish as a White-tailed Eagle swooped down and appeared to take another fish. It was joined by a 

second bird, remarkably, all within a few seconds. We left the hide after two hours of incredible wildlife action 

for a Café break at Strontian, with a few of the more energetic ones opting for a riverside walk. No sooner were 

they out of sight when Dave spotted a Golden Eagle heading towards us. Simon called the walkers back as three 

more eagles appeared one by one, the last being a White-tailed. A Sparrowhawk joined the party before 

unsuccessfully chasing a Chaffinch, and a Buzzard joined the eagles giving a good size comparison. All the 

raptors gradually drifted high into the clouds and were lost to view; if we’d arrived 10 minutes later we’d have 

been oblivious to the spectacular display we had just witnessed - three Goldies, one White-tailed Eagle, a 

Common Buzzard and a Sparrowhawk. Sweet dreams are made of this! 

 

After all the excitement, a stroll along the river was in order. The water level was too high for Dipper and no 

ducks were seen, least of all the American Black Duck who seems to have departed after 14 years in residence.  

 

The wind had got up by the time we reached Aperitif Point and little time was spent here before returning to the 

Natural History Visitor Centre for dinner where Highland Cattle shared the grazing rights with Greylag and 

Canada Geese in the adjacent field. 

 

It was almost dark before the first Pine Marten visit at 8pm with the female in no hurry to leave until Niall, the 

estate manager arrived to give us his enthralling talk about the history, natural history and politics that made the 

Ardnamurchan peninsula what it is today. The comparison of antlers from two seven year-old stags from 

different habitats, diet and genetic status was educational. 

Day 3                                                                                  Friday 1st October 

For once, the sun shone over Ben Hiant as we reached Camas nan Geall and the clear sky looked perfect for 

raptors, but they didn’t think so! A broken rainbow and a distant herd of deer was all we could muster so it was 

off to Loch Mudle where a Golden Eagle gave an all too brief view.  

 

As we parked up to view the deer on the road to Kilchoan, a brief but powerful hail shower caught us unawares 

as we clambered back into the bus. With the wind now horizontal, a flock of Starlings gave the impression of 

torpedoes as we arrived at Mingary Pier. No new species were added so we continued along the road to the Point 

of Ardnamurchan. A lone stag came into view as we rounded a bend in the road, cameras at the ready and 

another stag that had been there all along stood up and gave good views 

 

The wind had reached 40 mph as we parked up at the lighthouse where a few Gannets seemed oblivious to the 

stormy conditions as they effortlessly glided by. We decided to have lunch in the comfort of the vehicles before 

checking the surrounding area. A couple of Twite and a Wheatear were buffeted by the wind and quickly 

disappeared into cover.  
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Heading back inland, we passed Loch Mudle and through the gates up to the wind turbine (colloquially known as 

Windmill Hill). With a bit of slip-sliding, both vehicles managed to get to the summit where panoramic views 

over the sea and mountains were enjoyed. Getting down again was much easier and we took the private forestry 

road that leads to Glenborrodale where the deer appeared much shyer than those along the main roads and were 

in no mood to pose for the cameras.  

 

Retracing our steps passed the loch, two herds with at least 30 hinds in each had large stags in attendance, 

bellowing and chasing hinds as a precursor to mating.  

 

As we commenced the checklist for the day’s sightings, a male Pine Marten was joined by a female as they 

clambered around for food, with one animal jumping up onto the windowsill just a few inches away from the 

cameras, much to the delight of all observers. 

Day 4                                                                            Saturday 2nd October 

The feeding area was long overdue for a makeover and Simon and Dave retrieved half a tree that had fallen near 

the path as a suitable prop. Mixed seed and peanuts were put out and we waited to see which birds would be the 

first to explore their new habitat as the chickens came and devoured the lot! 

 

After breakfast we headed along the road to Kilchoan and two White-tailed Eagles were seen in flight along with 

two Ravens giving a good size comparison. The deer were distant this morning and as we watched their antics, a 

small flock of Fieldfare landed on nearby telegraph wires, no doubt new arrivals from the continent. The 

community centre was closed so we headed to Mingary Pier where a third White-tailed Eagle, a Buzzard and a 

Kittiwake were observed. 

 

The abandoned crofting township of Glendrian was the next stop where the ancient volcanic crater can be seen 

from the track up to the site. The information board gives the history of the settlement and it was interesting to 

learn that it was only abandoned in the 1940s, having escaped the highland clearances a century or two earlier.  

 

A ring-tail Hen Harrier quartered the volcano area as we continued to Sanna where five Golden Plover, a 

Turnstone and a small flock of Ringed Plovers fed on grass kept short by the grazing sheep. The beach was 

almost deserted apart from one man and his two dogs as Gannets skimmed the horizon.  

 

Back along the B8007 near Caim and another stop for the deer and we surprised a herd that were feeding in the 

grounds of the house. They soon moved off as the vehicles came to a halt so we returned to the bunkhouse 

where the stag was chasing hinds around lawn, bellowing out his frustration as some of the group started packing 

ready for an early departure in the morning.  

 

It was time for our last dinner at the Natural History Visitor Centre where traditional Scottish fare was served, 

with vegan as well as traditional options. Our hosts were thanked for the wonderful meals prepared and served 

to us throughout our time on Ardnamurchan before returning back to base for the last time. Dave produced a 

slideshow of photos taken over the last few days and all agreed that it seemed much longer than three days 

before that we were at the hide. The Pine Martens must have known we were leaving as three of them came to 

feed giving stunning views on the windowsill and taking peanuts from holes in their new silver birch log. 
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Day 5                                                                               Sunday 3rd October 

With both buses loaded it was off for an early breakfast and to say our final goodbyes to each other and to our 

hosts, Richard and Vicky before taking the hour long drive to the ferry. Four duck followed by a drake Common 

Eider flew along the loch and a pair of Whooper Swans, possibly newly arrived from Iceland, flew west against a 

mountain backdrop.  

 

We arrived at Tyndrum just before a Volvo rally and cars were still arriving as we prepared for the next leg of our 

journey back to Glasgow where the tour reached its conclusion. 
 
 
 

Checklists 
 
Mammals and other 
 

    Date: 

Scientific name Common name 29 30 1 2 3 

Red Deer Cervus elaphus x x x x x 

              

Fallow Deer Dama dama     x     

European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 1         

Pine Marten Martes martes   x x x   

European Badger Meles meles 1         

River Otter Lutra lutra   x       

              

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena   2       

Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina 15+         

              

Wood Mouse     x x     

Migrant Hawker       x     

Lungwort Lichen   x x x x   

Birch Bolete     x x x   

Fly Agaric   x x x x   

Blackening Waxcap     x x x   

 
 

Birds 
 

      Date: 

  Common name Scientific name 29 30 1 2 3 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   x x x   

2 Canada Goose Anser canadensis   x x x   

3 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos x x x x   

4 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula   x       

5 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator   x       

6 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata 1         

7 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis   3       
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      Date: 

  Common name Scientific name 29 30 1 2 3 

8 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea x x x x   

9 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   x   x   

10 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis x x x x   

11 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   1       

12 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   4 1 1   

13 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   2 1     

14 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus       1   

15 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   3   4   

16 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo x x x x x 

17 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus x x x x   

18 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria       5   

19 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata x x x x   

20 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 1 4       

21 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres       1   

22 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla       1   

23 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus x x x x   

24 Common Gull  Larus canus x x x     

25 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus x x x x x 

26 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus x x x x   

27 Rock Dove  Columba livia     x x   

28 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral' x         

29 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto x   x     

30 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus     2 1   

31 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius x x x x   

32 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica x         

33 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula x         

34 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone x         

35 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix x x x x   

36 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   x x x   

37 Coal Tit  Periparus ater x x x x   

38 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus x x x x   

39 Great Tit  Parus major x x x x   

40 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus   H       

41 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris x   x x   

42 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula       1   

43 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos     1 1   

44 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris       5   

45 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula x x x x x 

46 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola     x x   

47 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe     1     

48 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     x     

49 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   x x x   

50 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea   1       

51 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii x x x x   

52 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   x x x   

53 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   x x x   
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      Date: 

  Common name Scientific name 29 30 1 2 3 

54 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs x x x x   

55 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     1     

56 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina     x x   

57 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra   x       

58 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis     x     

59 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   H       

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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