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Tour Participants: Dave Jackson & Simon Dicks (leaders) with 12 Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1                                                                               Sunday 3rd October 

The roads into Glasgow were a little busier than expected due to additional football traffic, although the pick-ups 

were on time and we were soon on our way out of the city and over the Erskine bridge to our traditional stop at 

The Green Welly in Tyndrum, skirting Loch Lomond as we went. With blue skies in Glasgow, the weather was 

markedly cooler by the time we’d reached Rannoch Moor and we’d agreed not to stop at Glencoe if it was 

raining. As if by magic, the rain stopped as we arrived, allowing for some scenic photos to be taken from a 

popular viewpoint.  

 

There were no Red Squirrels at Glen Righ and all the feeders looked empty, but a magnificent Fly Agaric 

growing at the base of a Scots Pine drew the photographers’ attention before we continued on to Corran where 

the ferry was loading before crossing the narrow stretch of Loch Linnhe. A lay-by stop a few minutes from the 

ferry gave the group their first sighting of Harbour Seals on the tour with several animals on a small island along 

with Grey Heron and two Curlew. 

 

The rest of the group, meeting us at Glenborrodale, had been watching the antics of the local stags as we arrived. 

Introductions made and luggage unloaded, and we made the short journey to dinner at the Natural History 

Visitor Centre where our hosts Vicky and Richard greeted us for the first of many excellent meals. 

 

Day 2                                                                               Monday 4th October 

A big herd of Red Deer were near the road as we made a pre-breakfast trip out on our first morning on 

Ardnamurchan. They were a little way off and Niall, the estate manager had suggested playing the call of a 

bellowing stag through the vehicle speakers. None of the stags reacted to the calls or from the music of Peatbog 

Faeries, so it was back to the visitor centre for breakfast. Our first White-tailed Eagles, two adults, drifted over 

the horizon escorted by a pair of Ravens and a Common Buzzard gave a good size comparison. 

 

Camas nan Geall is probably the most photographed beach on the peninsula with its spectacular setting at the 

base of Ben Hiant. An information board tells the history of the site and how the settlement was forcibly 

removed to make way for a sheep farm, such was the way of life in the past, much removed from today’s tranquil 

scenery. Continuing along the road and through the gated track up to the wind turbine, colloquially known as 

Windmill Hill, deer tracks could be seen in all directions, though the rain and mist meant that the view over the 

sea and mountains were obscured and after a few arty shots of the turbine we were back in the buses to shelter 

out of the rain.   

 

Returning to our early morning stop, the deer were still distant, although viewing from higher ground brought 

about a dozen stags and 60 hinds into view. A cold spring and dry summer meant that the hinds hadn’t gained 

enough weight to produce young and they spurned the attention of the stags who were conserving their energy 

before the rut. Mistle Thrush plucked rowan berries and Grey Wagtails flitted along the stream as we made our 

way to Kilchoan Community Centre where postcards and jars of jam were purchased. A scale model of the 

peninsula shows the extent of the volcano and how it shaped the land millions of years ago. A tall ship moored 
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off Mull could be made out through the rain from Mingary Pier while an auk bobbing distantly on the sea could 

not be identified with any certainty although Shags could be separated from Cormorants with closer views. A 

pair of Whooper Swans were present on a loch near Grigadale, on the way up to the lighthouse, and a large lump 

on an island turned out to be a juvenile White-tailed Eagle as it moved its head around before taking off and, to 

everyone’s delight, flew almost over our heads as it gained height and disappeared into the clouds escorted by 

Common Buzzards.  

 

Gannets dived for fish on horizon and Common Dolphins were seen by a few of the group as we ate our packed 

lunches below the lighthouse at the Point of Ardnamurchan which was designed by Alan Stevenson, uncle of 

Robert Louis Stevenson and built in 1849 using granite from Mull. Just down from the lighthouse, a herd of 

Fallow Deer stags mixed with Red Deer as some of the group ventured up the boggy hillside to get closer for 

photos. and a flock of pure Rock Doves were seen on the way back to Kilchoan. 

 

Stags were on both sides of the road at Caim as we took a slow drive back to the Natural History Visitor Centre 

for dinner, stopping briefly to observe a Red-breasted Merganser at Camas Fearna.   

 

Pine Marten food was put out back at the bunkhouse before Niall, the estate manager arrived to give us his 

enthralling talk about the history, natural history and politics that made the Ardnamurchan peninsula what it is 

today. The comparison of antlers from two seven-year-old stags from different habitats, diet and genetic status 

was educational. Stags bellowed until the early hours as Pine Martens devoured their treats. 

Day 3                                                                              Tuesday 5th October 

Two divers were identified as Red-throated at Camas nan Geall as they swam closer into the bay, as a pair of 

Ravens croaked overhead and bellowing deer could be heard calling from the distant mountain. A Buzzard gave 

close views at Mingary pier, and a pair of Ravens checked out an old nest on the opposite side of the harbour 

although Otters remained elusive. 

 

A Golden Eagle just tipped over the mountain by Loch Mudle but disappeared from view as quickly as it 

appeared. The abandoned crofting township of Glendrian was the next stop where the ancient volcanic crater 

can be seen from the track up to the site. The information board gives the history of the settlement and It was 

interesting to learn that it was only abandoned in the 1940s, having escaped the highland clearances a century or 

two earlier.  

A particularly red-looking Common Toad crossed the track ahead of us and a White-tailed Eagles soared 

distantly over the sea and a flock of about 60 Pink-footed Geese flew overhead in ‘V’ formation as they migrated 

southwards.  

 

The beautiful beach at Sanna was our next stop where Ringed and Golden Plovers fed on short grass grazed by 

rare breed sheep. The Sand Martin nest holes looked as though they could’ve been home to troglodytes and 

remained quiet since the martins departed for their wintering grounds. There is an informative interpretation 

board located in the car park that explains the origin of the ring complex of the extinct volcano we passed on the 

way to Sanna. There are no facilities here, so we hastened back to Kilchoan and as we checked out the harbour, 

Simon spotted an Otter by Mingary Pier. It’s surprising how far and fast they can swim underwater, as it 

reappeared on the other side of the bay below Mingary Castle as it continued to hunt for fish. 
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No stags were on view at Braehouse as we made our way towards Swordle in bright sunshine, where an 

information board gave details of a Viking boat burial which was only discovered in 2011 during excavation in 

the Swordle Bay. The remains of the boat dated to possibly the late 9th century or early 10th century were 

discovered under a low lying natural mould close to the shore which can be seen from the elevated viewpoint. 

 

Back for dinner at Natural History Visitor Centre before we returned to the bunkhouse where we were treated to 

Moët & Chandon Champagne courtesy of Lisa who celebrated her birthday with us. As we chinked glasses Pine 

Martens kept up their nightly appearance as four individuals rumbled and tumbled in front of us until 11pm, 

what a birthday treat. 

Day 4                                                                         Wednesday 6th October 

Reviewing the trail camera recordings, the Pine Martens were active until 4 am. We awoke to Red Deer on the 

lawn outside the bunkhouse although they moved back into the forest as day broke.   

 

An Otter at Glenmore diving at 100 metres range was not the most pleasing of views, as we headed east along 

towards Salen where Greenfinch, Goldfinch and Chaffinch made up mixed flocks. Numerous mosses, lichen and 

fungi grew along the path to Garbh Eilean Wildlife Hide including the local Lungwort Lichen indicating good air 

quality. Harbour Seals posed in a banana posture on rocks and a White-tailed Eagle suddenly appeared perched 

on another rock where it was joined by a second bird. Remarkably, two Otters could be seen all in the same field 

of view, and it was only realised later, whilst reviewing photos, that two Harbour Porpoises were surfacing 

behind the eagles! 

 

After lunch at Strontian, it was decided to split the groups, one going back to bunkhouse to see if the Red Deer 

stags had returned and the other going to the ruined Tioram Castle. The tide was way out, as Oystercatchers calls 

echoed through the loch and sun illuminated the castle. Then we headed back to Glenborrodale to look for Père 

David’s Deer, but they’d gone into hiding.  

 

It was time for our last dinner at the Natural History Visitor Centre where traditional Scottish fare was served, 

with vegan as well as traditional options. Our hosts were thanked for the wonderful meals prepared and served 

to us throughout our time on Ardnamurchan before we returned back to base for the last time and began 

packing ready for checking out in the morning. 

Day 5                                                                            Thursday 7th October 

With buses loaded with luggage for the respective station or airport drop-offs and those traveling independently 

planning their onward journeys, we left for breakfast and to say our final goodbyes to each other and to our 

hosts, Richard and Vicky, before taking the hour-long drive to the ferry. The fuel shortages down south had not 

affected us at all, and we made our way back through Glencoe and Rannoch Moor before negotiating the 

Glasgow traffic for our remaining guests’ departures, bringing an excellent tour to a close. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Checklist 
 

      October 

  Scientific name Common name 3 4 5 6 7 

  Mammals             

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus   X X X X 

2 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus   X X     

3 Fallow Deer Dama dama     X     

4 Pine Marten Martes martes   2 4 2   

5 European Badger Meles meles       1   

6 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra     1 1   

7 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena       2   

8 
Harbour (Common) 
Seal Phoca vitulina X   X X   

                

                

1 Fly Agaric Amanita muscaria X   X     

2 
Devil's Coach-horse 
Beetle Ocypus olens     X     

3 Tapered Drone Fly  Eristalis pertinax     X     

 
 

Birds 
 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 

1 Canada Goose Branta canadensis   X X X   

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   X X X   

3 Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus     60     

4 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus   2       

5 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos X X X X   

6 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca     1     

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 

7 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator X X X X   

8 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus     1     

9 Rock Dove  Columba livia     X     

10 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'     X     

11 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   X       

12 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   X X X   

13 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       X   

14 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus X X X X X 

15 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria     X     

16 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     X     

17 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata X X X X   

18 Black-headed Gull  
Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus X X X X X 

19 Common Gull  Larus canus X X X X X 

20 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus X X X X X 

21 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus X X X X X 

22 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   X X     

23 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   X X     

24 European Shag  Gulosus aristotelis X X X X   

25 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea X X X X   

26 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos   2       

27 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus     X     

28 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus     LO     

29 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   1 1 3   

30 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo X X X X   

31 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   X X     

32 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius       X   

33 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula X       X 

34 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone X         

35 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix X X X X   

36 Northern Raven  Corvus corax X X X X X 

37 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   X X X X 

38 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   X X X   

39 Great Tit  Parus major   X X X   

40 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus       X   

41 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris X   X X X 

42 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos       X   

43 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus   X   X   

44 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula     X X   

45 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   X X X   

46 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   X X     

47 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     X     

48 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   1 2     

49 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea     1     

50 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii     X X   

51 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis     X X   

52 European Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus       X   
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 

53 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   X X X   

54 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     1     

55 Twite  Linaria flavirostris     X     

56 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina     X     

57 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   X X     

58 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus     X     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Green Sandpiper 


