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Tour Participants: Dave Jackson & Bob Gill (leaders) with 10 Naturetrek clients. 

Day 1                                                                            Tuesday 12th October 

After pick-ups from Glasgow station and the airport we began our journey to Ardnamurchan via our traditional 

stop off at The Green Welly, Tyndrum. As we crossed Rannoch Moor a herd of Red Deer including a fine stag 

were seen, although conditions were unfavourable for a photo stop at Glencoe, so it was onward to Corran 

where the ferry had docked on our side of Loch Linnhe and both vehicles were soon loaded and on our way. A 

brief stop in a lay-by a few minutes after disembarking from the ferry gave the group their first sighting of 

Harbour Seals on the tour with approximately 30 animals lining the small islands while Red-breasted Mergansers 

and Grey Herons fed in the shallow waters. We met the rest of the group at Ardnamurchan Bunkhouse where 

they’d been watching Red Deer around the accommodation and numerous common birds coming down to the 

feeders.  

 

With luggage unloaded and rooms allocated it was back in the buses for the short drive to the Natural History 

Visitor Centre where our hosts Vicky and Richard greeted us for the first of many excellent meals enjoyed by the 

group. On the way back to the bunkhouse a Red Deer stag ran ahead of the vehicles, looking for a safe exit route 

off the road. The first job back at base was to prepare food for the Pine Martens, in the hope hope they’d pay us 

an evening visit. We didn’t have to wait long for the first of two to find the peanuts and jam, to the delight of the 

onlookers, some having their first ever sightings of this enigmatic mustelid. 

Day 2                                                                       Wednesday 13th October 

Activity picked up by the trail camera overnight revealed that Pine Martens continued to visit until early morning 

and a Badger arrived at 3.50am and finished off the peanuts under the table.  

 

The plan for today was to visit the lighthouse area at the Point of Ardnamurchan, the most westerly point on the 

British mainland. We stopped on the way to view the first of many Red Deer with the backdrop of Loch Mudle, 

before the nervous stag decided to leave his hinds grazing on the vegetation. Further on, as many as six stags 

were spread out over a distant hillside all keeping an eye on the large groups of hinds. 

 

After a quick stop at Kilchoan Community Centre, we headed on to Mingary Pier where Herring, Common and 

Great Black-backed Gulls were present but no sign of any Otters. Our first White-tailed Eagle was seen from 

Kilchoan jetty as it perched on a rock in the bay. Its immense size was obvious even from a distance.  

 

Adult and juvenile White-tailed Eagles were seen from the Point of Ardnamurchan, whilst out at sea a huge 

gathering of Gannets and gulls were feeding on the horizon as a back of a cetacean broke the water’s surface. It 

was only a brief sighting but on size it was probably a whale.  

 

Five intrepid walkers in the group decided to walk off their lunch over the moorland and were met on the other 

side of the mountain at Portuairk as the rest of the group took shelter from the rain shower. Ringed Plover, 

Curlew and Oystercatchers fed around the picturesque bay as Green Shore Crabs hid underneath rocks. 
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Returning to the jetty, three Red-breasted Mergansers, several Curlew and a quick fly-by Sparrowhawk were seen 

before we explored further along the road to Ormsaigbeg. Greenfinch and Yellowhammer perched on telegraph 

wires and nearby, five Rock Doves with their uniform plumage and white rumps showed their pure breading, 

with no Feral Pigeon influence. 

 

Back along the B8007 near Caim we had another stop for the deer. The larger stags were still in attendance while 

two younger stags locked antlers as if they were sparring in preparation for the big event. More stags appeared 

on the horizon as the dominant stag bellowed and dragged his antlers on the ground for adornment of bracken 

and grass. 

 

Distant herds were also observed at Braehouse as we continued on to Swordle where an information board gave 

details of a Viking boat burial which was only discovered in 2011 during excavation in the Swordle Bay.  The 

remains of the boat, dated to possibly the late ninth century or early tenth century, were discovered under a low-

lying natural mound close to the shore which can be seen from the elevated viewpoint. A pair of Buzzards and 

nine Whooper Swans flew by, as we took in the views of Rum, Muck and Eigg, with the mountains of Skye in 

the distance. We carried on to Ockle, where a clear stream gave no indication of birdlife, so it was time to return 

to the Natural History Visitor Centre where we were all ready for dinner after a day in the fresh air. 

 

Pine Martens showed well during our evening checklist, with one animal climbing onto the windowsill, giving 

incredibly close views as smartphones recorded the scene. A Badger visited at 11pm, as recorded on the trail 

camera, but everyone had retired to bed after a long day’s wildlife watching. 

Day 3                                                                          Thursday 14th October 

Waking up to rain, we decided to return to the bunkhouse after breakfast to watch the deer and common birds 

feeding while we waited for the weather to clear. The resident Red Deer hind, named Ricky by the estate 

manager’s daughter, and her well-grown calf couldn’t resist the apples and cautiously approached observers to be 

fed by hand. Many photos were taken and video recorded as these habituated animals gave in to temptation. 

 

With the weather improving, tide times were checked before venturing out again. Our first stop was the fungal 

forest of Fly Agarics emerging on the bank close to the accommodation. The fairies must have heard us coming 

as none could be seen on or near these mushrooms, which are classed as toxic and can cause hallucinations and 

psychotic reactions if eaten. They do make a nice photographic subject though!  

 

A Grey Heron perched up on a rock and Shags used buoys as their watchpoint as we pulled up at Salen Jetty, 

before continuing on to Castle Tioram. Mist gave the castle an eerie appearance from a distance as we walked 

across the short causeway, as the tide began rising slowly yet purposefully. The damp woodland around the car 

park contains several species of fungi including Shaggy Inkcap, also known as Lawyer’s Wig, Giant Funnel and 

Birch Polypore, while Oystercatchers declared their presence along the shoreline. A short drive from the car 

park, a keen-eyed observer noticed a ‘mammalian’ shape running through the trees. Much to the delight of 

everyone, the first and only Red Squirrel of the trip stopped long enough for everyone to get good views of this 

increasingly scarce creature.  
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Garbh Eilean Wildlife Hide, an amazing construction with its roped walkway overlooking the loch, became our 

lunch stop as rain hampered viewing. With three Little Grebes being the highlight, we decided to head back to 

the bunkhouse. Two of our group, who had stayed at the bunkhouse earlier, decided to venture out and arrived 

at the hide after we’d left; they managed to see Otters slipping in and out of the water from rocks, in full view, 

and a White-tailed Eagle! 

  

After a relaxing hour or so watching the comings and goings of Coal, Blue and Great Tits we headed off to 

Mingary Pier, hoping to see the dog Otter who’s regularly seen from here. With no luck in the poor weather, we 

decided to visit the exhibition at the Natural History Visitor Centre, where we watched an excellent film about 

Scotland’s wildlife whilst waiting for dinner to be prepared. 

 

With the nights getting darker, the Pine Martens’ appearance became earlier, with two individuals delighting 

observers. Fortunately, no-one stayed up for the Badger as it was 3.30am before it paid a visit. 

Day 4                                                                                Friday 15th October 

In stark contrast to the previous day’s weather, today was to remain clear with sunshine, albeit rather cold, 

bringing a large flock of Fieldfare to the peninsula. As we headed off from breakfast an Otter was seen from the 

bus at Camas Fearna. Fortunately it remained long enough for the vehicles to find a place to stop that wouldn’t 

hinder the minimal passing traffic along these narrow roads. We then pulled into the car park at Camas nan Geall 

where some  of the group walked down the path and onto the beach, seeing Stonechat and Grey Wagtail as they 

passed the ancient cemetery and standing stones of this once thriving settlement.  

 

Red Deer stags were again in full voice as we stopped beside the road to Kilchoan. Several Royal Stags, with their 

12-point antlers, were strutting around trying to impress the hinds, as we continued on, with a short stop at the 

community centre and Mingary Pier, before taking the road up to Sanna. The abandoned crofting township of 

Glendrian was the next stop where the ancient volcanic crater can be seen from the track up to the site. It was 

interesting to learn that it was only abandoned in the 1940s having escaped the highland clearances a century or 

two earlier.  

 

Red Admiral butterflies, an Angle Shades moth and a Fox Moth caterpillar were seen at Sanna, as we walked out 

to the beautiful sandy beach. A large number of Gannets fed out on the horizon, while Great Northern and Red-

throated Divers floated in the still waters. An optical phenomenon known as Fata Morgana could be seen far out 

at sea as a lighthouse appeared to be floating on rocks above the water caused by rays of light bending when they 

pass through air layers of different temperatures. Driving back past the extinct volcano, a flock of Rock Doves 

and a couple of Hooded Crows fed in a pig field. The pigs came to see if we were as generous with them as we 

were the deer, but no apples were offered. 

 

An Otter was seen feeding distantly from Kilchoan Jetty along with Black Guillemot, Curlew and Red-breasted 

Merganser. Rock Pipits and a Grey Wagtail perched momentarily before flying off to feed amongst the seaweed. 

There was little activity from the Red Deer herds as we headed towards Fascadale and time was getting on, so we 

made our way back for our last dinner at the Natural History Visitor Centre. Cullen skink for starters, followed 

by haggis, neeps and tatties were served, with vegan as well as traditional options, followed by Cranachan for 
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dessert before our hosts were thanked for the wonderful meals prepared and served to us, the last of 16 

Naturetrek groups catered for this year.  

 

Pine Martens appeared on cue before Niall, the estate manager, came to give us his enlightening talk about the 

history, natural history and politics that made the Ardnamurchan peninsula what it is today. A very fitting way to 

end the last of the Naturetrek tours for 2021. 

Day 5                                                                           Saturday 16th October 

With both buses loaded with luggage, it was off to breakfast and to say our final goodbyes to each other and to 

our hosts, Richard and Vicky who’ve served more than 1100 breakfasts, lunches and dinners to Naturetrek 

clients this year. They deserve a holiday!  

 

Both minibuses managed to get on the first ferry and the journey back to Glasgow was looking good until we 

reached Ardlui where a crash had closed the road in both directions. A long detour around Loch Lomond was 

necessary and all managed to continue with their onward jouneys, albeit slightly later than planned. Red Kite was 

seen by one group and more familiar birds such as Magpie and Carrion Crows, not present on the peninsula, 

were seen as the tour reached its conclusion. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Checklist 
 

      October 

  Scientific name Common name 12 13 14 15 16 

  Mammals             

1 Red Deer Cervus elaphus X X X X X 

2 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus   3       

3 Fallow Deer Dama dama   X       

4 Pine Marten Martes martes 2 2 2 2   

5 European Badger Meles meles CT   CT CT   

6 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra     X X   

7 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris     1     

8 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina 30 X   1   

  Invertebrates             

1 Green Shore Crab Carcinus maenas   X X X   

2 Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta       X   

3 Angle Shades (moth) Phlogophora meticulosa       X   

4 Fox Moth caterpillar Macrothylacia rubi       X   

  Fungi             

5 Fly Agaric Amanita muscaria X X X X X 

6 Blackening Waxcap Hygrocybe coniica   X X X   

7 Giant Funnel Leucopaxillus giganteus   X       

8 Shaggy Inkcap Coprinus comatus   X X X   

9 Tree Lungwort (Lichen) Lobaria pulmonaria X X X X X 

 
 

Birds 
 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 

1 Canada Goose Branta canadensis   X X X   

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser   X X X   

3 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus   9       

4 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos X X X X X 

5 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula   X       

6 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator X     X   

7 Rock Dove  Columba livia   X X X   

8 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'   X       

9 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus   X X     

10 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto     X     

11 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       5   

12 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus X X X X   

13 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   4       

14 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata X X X X   

15 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago   1       

16 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla   H       

17 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus X X X X X 

18 Common Gull  Larus canus X X X X X 

19 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus X X X X   
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 12 13 14 15 16 

20 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus X X X X   

21 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus X         

22 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle       1   

23 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata       1   

24 Great Northern Diver  Gavia immer       4   

25 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus   X   X   

26 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo X X   X   

27 European Shag  Gulosus aristotelis X X X X X 

28 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea X X X X   

29 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 1   1     

30 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla 2 3       

31 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo X X X X   

32 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco   H H     

33 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   X   X   

34 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica X         

35 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula X         

36 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone X         

37 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix X X X X   

38 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   X X X   

39 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   X X X   

40 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   X X X   

41 Great Tit  Parus major   X X X   

42 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   X   X   

43 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris         X 

44 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus     X     

45 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula   X X X   

46 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris       x   

47 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula X X X X   

48 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola   X X X   

49 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   X X X   

50 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   X X X   

51 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea       1   

52 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   X X X   

53 European Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   X X X   

54 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs   X X X   

55 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   X X X   

56 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   X       

57 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   X X X   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 Green Sandpiper 


