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Tour participants: Greg Mabbett (Leader) with eight Naturetrek clients. 

Summary 

We had an excellent weekend in the beautiful and historic Forest of Dean, enjoying sightings of Wild Boar, 

Fallow Deer and Badger. We also enjoyed some of its smallest residents, with five Dormice recorded on our 

survey the undoubted highlight of the weekend and with Wood Mice also seen together with various birds on 

our scenic walks. 

Day 1 Friday 20th October 

The group met with Greg in the dining room of the Speech House Hotel at 6.30pm. We started with a brief 

introduction and a run-through of the itinerary, and after the group had got to know each other a little we all 

enjoyed a three-course meal. 

 

With everyone replete and eager to get the weekend’s wildlife list started, we headed out spotlighting for Wild 

Boar. The conditions were unfortunately very poor with driving rain, and it was soon obvious that most of the 

residents of the Forest were staying deep in the woods, taking cover. After a blank 45 minutes we did still 

manage to find four Wild Boar feeding next to the road. With good but brief views, we headed back to the hotel 

to get some rest, in anticipation for the next morning’s activities. 

Day 2 Saturday 21st October 

We started the day with a pre-breakfast walk at Parkend. Conditions hadn’t got any better, with an increase in the 

wind making it difficult to get good views of any birds. We stood on the village green in the hope to see any bird 

species leaving their roost. We encountered Siskin, Mistle Thrush, Buzzard, Greenfinch, Goldfinch and Great 

Spotted Woodpecker. We also saw five Hawfinch flying around overhead, but unfortunately they didn’t perch in 

view. After a good start to the day, we headed back for breakfast. 

 

After breakfast we headed for our first walk of the day past Woorgreens Lake onto Crabtree Hill. As soon as we 

left the van a Fallow buck was seen in the tree line. On the lake were some common water birds: Coot, Mute 

Swan and Canada Goose. As we made our way onto Crabtree Hill there was a nice mixed flock of Siskin and 

Redpoll, busy in a block of Larches. Soon we flushed a Meadow Pipit and saw plenty of Jay busily collecting 

acorns. As we got to the top of the glade we were surprised to find the returning Great Grey Shrike was back 

taking shelter in a Hawthorn. In an attempt to keep out of the rain, we dropped down into the woods where we 

had Goldcrest, Coal Tit, Treecreeper and a young Fallow buck sheltering in the thick conifer plantation. As we 

got back to the van a Raven was seen overhead.  

 

W now headed to the Fountain Inn for lunch, but not before we had a quick check on the river for Dipper, but 

sadly, with no joy this time. 

 

We enjoyed a delicious lunch and afterwards we made our way to the RSPB Nags Head reserve. We enjoyed a 

walk through the ancient woodland seeing a number of more common bird species and finding some more 

sheltering Fallow Deer, with one buck with a very impressive set of antlers. With the weather still not on our side 
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we made our way back to the van and en route back to the hotel we stopped off at a big feeding log. Sheltering 

from the rain in the van we watched as a frenzy of hungry birds, feeding just feet away from us. After a short 

while we made our way to the hotel to dry off and have a rest before dinner and our evening’s wildlife watching. 

 

We all enjoyed dinner and had a chat about the day’s sightings, before eagerly making the short journey to meet 

Keith a local conservationist. At his house we hoped to see the wild Badgers he feeds on his lawn. Making it 

there by 7pm, we quickly got inside to start the waiting with a nice hot cup of coffee. We chatted to Keith and 

his wife about the intimate knowledge they have of the Badgers and their lives. In no time the first Badger was in 

feeding on the peanuts and with three Badgers visiting on and off for a couple of hours, the whole group 

enjoyed fantastic views of these wonderful but seldom-seen animals. 

 

With the last Badger having its fill, we said goodbye and made our way back to the hotel but not without one 

more spotlighting session for Wild Boar. After about half an hour we managed to find a single Wild Boar.  

 

After a very successful evening we headed back to get some well-earned rest.  

Day 3 Sunday 22nd October 

We started the day with another local pre-breakfast walk. As we arrived we could hear bellowing Fallow Deer, so 

we made our way around the glade in an effort to see them. Unfortunately, we were unable to locate a big male, 

but were lucky enough to see a younger male as it passed close in front, crossing the path. We made our way 

back around the glade, spotting a few different bird species including a few Crossbill passing overhead.  

 

After breakfast, everyone was raring to go, so we loaded up and headed the short drive back to Keith’s house, 

this time in search of Dormice. Keith started with an introduction to Dormice and a summary of how the 

morning would go. 

 

We headed off on the box round checking all 50 boxes as part of an official national survey. It wasn’t long 

before we had success! With the box full of fresh nest material it looked good and, lowering the box into a large 

plastic bag then removing the lid, Keith coaxed out two young Dormice! A great start! We watched as they were 

weighed and then showed for pictures before being put back into the box and the box returned safely. It wasn’t 

long before another box had a nest in; this time it was a Wood Mouse. A few boxes later, again we had a 

Dormouse and, this time, it was a torpid adult, so was very sleepily sat on Keith’s hand. It was processed and put 

back, so as not to wake it. We finished the round of 50 boxes with a grand total of five Dormice and seven 

Wood Mice, ending the morning with a nice coffee. We were all delighted with our findings and so vital for the 

conservation of this species.   

 

After a superb morning, we headed back to the Speech House for lunch before heading out to our final 

destination. We arrived at Brierley and started on a circular walk that would take us across Serridge Ridge. On the 

bottom track passing some beautiful stands of pine trees, we had a few common bird species. Nearing the end of 

the bottom track, we could hear faint Crossbill calls; we failed to spot the flock in a nearby larch, but the calls got 

louder before they erupted from the tree tops. Seconds later a small flock of Hawfinch passed overhead calling - 

a tantalising glimpse. 
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Making our way up towards Serridge Ridge, we found a large flock of Redpoll feeding, allowing good views. 

Along the top of the ridge a couple of Crossbill were heard overhead and another mixed flock of Redpoll, Siskin 

and Goldfinch were enjoyed. Dropping back down towards the van we spotted seeds falling from a Hornbeam 

tree and, immediately thinking of Hawfinch, we slowly approached. Unfortunately, a walker beat us to it, flushing 

a small flock directly over our head. We loaded up and headed back to the hotel, where for those that wanted to 

we filled in the checklist for the day and we finally said our goodbyes after a wildlife rich weekend.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Mammals (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      October 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 

1 Hazel Dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius     5 

2 European Badger Meles meles      

3 Wild Boar Sus scrofa 4 1   

4 Fallow Deer Dama Dama    

5 Muntjac Deer Muntiacus reevesi      

6 Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis    

7 Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus     7 

Birds         

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis      

2 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor      

3 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo     

4 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus     

5 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo    

6 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra      

7 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus     

8 Stock Dove  Columba oenas     

9 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus    

10 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco   H   

11 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major    

12 Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor      

13 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius    

14 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica    

15 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula    

16 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone    

17 Northern Raven  Corvus corax    

18 Coal Tit  Periparus ater    

19 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus    

20 Great Tit  Parus major    

21 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus    

22 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus    

23 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes      

24 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea      

25 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris      

26 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris     

27 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula    

28 Redwing  Turdus iliacus    

29 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos    

30 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus      

31 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula    

32 Dunnock  Prunella modularis     

33 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii    

34 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis    

35 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs    

36 Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes    

37 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula     

38 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris     
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      October 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 

39 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea    

40 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra   H 

41 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis    

42 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus    

 


