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Tour participants: Duncan Stevenson (leader) with three Naturetrek clients 

Summary 

The Best of Scotland tour for the week 4th - 11th June benefitted from predominately dry weather throughout 

with a mixture of overcast and sunny spells and a gentle to moderate breeze. 

 

The tour was a made up of a combination of scenic drives, boat trips and wanders on foot, stopping to take in 

the wonderful wildlife and views on the way. Having two bases, one on the Island of Mull and the other in the 

heart of the Cairngorms National Park, provided the group with the best Scotland has to offer in the way of 

wildlife watching and dramatic scenery.  

 

While on Mull, trips to the Islands of Iona, Staffa and Lunga rewarded the group with fantastic views of seabirds, 

Red Deer, Otter and a Corncrake crossing the road! It is hard not to come across raptors while on Mull and the 

group were rewarded with sightings of both Golden and White-tailed Eagles. 

 

Moving onto the Cairngorms the group experienced the magical Caledonian Forest and its unique wildlife and 

great views of Slavonian Grebes at nearby wee lochs. We also spent time exploring the lower slopes of the 

Cairngorm mountain hoping to get a glimpse of some upland birds and were rewarded with views of up to five 

Ring Ouzels at once. 

Day 1 Tuesday 4th June 

We met in the Bruntsfield area of Edinburgh and set off to catch a ferry from Oban to Mull. On the way up 

north, we passed Stirling and noted the historical sites of Stirling Castle, the Wallace Monument and the Battle of 

Bannockburn site. 

 

Passing through Callander we then had a brief stop beside Loch Lubnaig within Loch Lomond & the Trossachs 

National Park and soaked up the wonderful scenery and mixture of birdlife which included Goldcrests and 

Goosanders. On the road again we passed Crianlarich heading towards Tyndrum where we stopped for some 

lunch and views of Common Buzzards and Ravens. 

 

The final section of the trip to catch the ferry took us alongside Loch Awe and Loch Etive before reaching Oban 

with an hour and a half to spare before the ferry was due to leave. During this time, we had a pleasant stroll 

alongside Oban sea front, catching close views of Black Guillemot and our first Hooded Crow of the trip. We 

were excited about getting on the ferry and enjoying the crossing to Mull, especially as we had been blessed with 

sunny weather and a gentle breeze. While on the crossing to Mull we all stood outside and soaked up the 

fabulous scenery and had brief views of Harbour Porpoise, Grey Seals and Northern Gannet. 

 

We arrived at our accommodation at Salen on the east coast of Mull around 18.30 and settled in before it was 

time for dinner, looking out across the Sound of Mull. Having had our fill everybody decided to have an early 

night ready for the next adventure the following day. 
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Day 2 Wednesday 5th June 

Day two started off dry with a moderate cool breeze and it stayed this way for most of the day. A pre breakfast 

shore wander from the hotel was taken up by all, with views of Greylag and Canada Geese, Common Gulls, 

Common Ringed Plover and several Common Sandpipers. Then it was time for breakfast while looking out 

across the Sound. 

 

After having a tasty and filling breakfast we drove west for Fionnphort and the ferry across to Iona. On the way 

we stopped occasionally and were rewarded with views of Redshanks, Oystercatcher, Ravens and Sand Martins. 

After a short ten-minute ferry crossing and we were on the beautiful island of Iona. We followed most of the 

visitors towards the Abbey and on the way saw Greenfinch, Goldfinch and House Martins amongst the only 

mature trees on the Island. Two of our group took the opportunity to take a tour round the Abbey whilst the 

rest walked up to the north end of the Island. After meeting up, a rain shower hurried us along to the pier and 

into a café where we had a pleasant lunch overlooking the Sound of Iona. Once lunch had finished the 

characteristic call of a Corncrake could be heard, and the group then focused in to find this elusive bird!  

 

We walked over to the west side of the island while on the way looking out for Corncrakes and once arriving at 

one of Iona’s gorgeous beaches, we saw flocks of Linnets and Dunlin, Skylarks plus a few Shelduck with chicks. 

 

Back over to the east side of the Island, Corncrake calls were once again heard and after a short while members 

walking at the front of the group were rewarded with a Corncrake crossing the road! Unfortunately for the rest 

of the group it disappeared into a thick Iris bed and disappeared. On the ferry back to Mull an Otter was sighted 

carrying something large in its mouth as it made its way to the shore and disappearing behind large rocks.  

 

The remaining part of the day was taken up with a very scenic drive back to Salen via Loch Na Keal, with a stop 

on the way to take in great views of a White-tailed Eagle perched on top of a large Spruce tree. It flew off 

towards what looked like a nest in nearby trees showing its impressive size and white tail. 

Day 3 Thursday 6th June 

Today’s weather consisted of showers in the morning with a moderate breeze followed by sunny spells later in 

the day. 

 

Following a hearty breakfast, we drove north towards Tobermory where we left our road transport and took to 

the water courtesy of Staffa Boat Tours on a trip to the Treshnish Isles and the Island of Staffa. As we 

approached Lunga the largest Island in the Treshnish Isles the numbers of sea birds increased and when on the 

island we came across good numbers of Puffin, Guillemot, Razorbill and Shag, all within close proximity to the 

visitor. Other notably wildlife on Lunga were Rock Pipits, calling Corncrake, Grey Seals in the water and out on 

rocks and Arctic Skuas, (dark phase) harassing auks out at sea. 

 

Next stop was Staffa and here we were treated to a view of Fingal’s Cave with it’s almost unique rock formations 

and pillars. We landed on Staffa and after walking around to examine the entrance of Fingal’s Cave on foot, we 

then climbed the steps and ventured up to the top of this grassy island.  
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A short walk to the middle of the Island resulted in views of Great Skuas and Snipe carrying out their ‘drumming 

displays’. 

 

Our boat journey back to Tobermory was mostly uneventful, but we were treated to wonderful views of the west 

side of Mull, a brief glimpse of Bottle-nose Dolphin and small numbers of Manx Shearwaters skimming the 

surface of the sea. 

 

A combination of the sea air and a filling evening meal resulted in the group opting for a relaxing evening in the 

hotel, then off to bed with a Tawny Owl calling in the hotel grounds - lovely. 

Day 4 Friday 7th June 

Once again, a wee pre-breakfast walk was taken by the group along the shore in front of the hotel and returning 

by the river. A flock of Siskins were heard then seen amongst some Silver Birch trees and a couple of Great 

Black-backed Gulls were harassing a Hooded Crow on the shore. 

 

The plan for the day was to take a drive around the north of Mull and as it turned out the weather was kind to us 

with sunny and warm spells and a light breeze most of the day, with rain arriving in the evening. 

 

A short stop at Tobermory at the start of the day’s drive involved the group splitting, with some visiting shops 

for essentials and the others taking a shore walk along to the lighthouse where views of Pied Wagtail, Common 

Swift and Blackcap occurred.  

 

The next stop on the trip was at a viewpoint above the charming village of Dervaig with views to the islands of 

Coll and Tiree in the distance. Common Redpolls could be heard then were seen landing in a nearby Spruce tree. 

A Golden Eagle then appeared above a forestry plantation close by, soaring effortlessly in the thermals and 

stayed there for a good 15 minutes. Willow Warblers could be heard nearby in a clump of Goat Willow and after 

some perseverance the group got some fine close-up views. 

 

After a pleasant lunch in the sun at a café just up from Calgary Bay the group took a walk alongside the north of 

the bay towards a ruined stone pier where we had some very close views of American Mink. On the return walk 

we once again had some fine views of a Golden Eagle hunting along the hill ridge. 

 

The final section of the drive took us south alongside the Island of Ulva with sightings of Northern Wheatear, 

Whinchat and a European Hedgehog crossing the road. Then it was back to the hotel in time for dinner and 

then socialising in the upstairs lounge overlooking the Sound of Mull and watching a couple of light aircraft land 

on the grass runway in front of the hotel. 

Day 5 Saturday 8th June 

It was an early breakfast for the group as we were due to get the first ferry from Craignure back to Oban and on 

to our next destination. While on the ferry and waiting to depart we were greeted by a White-tailed Eagle flying 

across the Sound of Mull as if saying goodbye, and come back again soon. Once again, we had some fine sunny 

weather with a light breeze for the crossing and indeed for the rest of the day 
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On the drive to the Cairngorms we drove alongside Loch Laggan where we stopped to explore the lower slopes 

and woodland of Creag Meagaidh National Nature Reserve. This offered great views of Tree Pipit, Common 

Redpoll and Siskin along with a Cuckoo calling in the distance but remaining elusive to the eye. 

 

Next stop before we reached our base for the next few days was Insh Marshes RSPB Reserve near Kingussie, 

with a mixture of waders and wildfowl to be found. This included Curlew, Redshank, Lapwing, Wigeon and Teal. 

After getting our eyes in and scanning the marsh views of Roe Deer appeared along with a decent sighting of a 

Great Spotted Woodpecker.  

 

Onto Grantown on Spey next to book into and relax for a while at our hotel. After an evening meal we headed 

off on a dusk walk through the neighbouring Anagach pine woodland and onto to the River Spey. Goldeneye 

were found on the river and a Woodcock was seen and heard roding, (breeding display flight) over the edge of 

the wood. 

Day 6 Sunday 9th June 

The early morning excursion was back to the river where some excellent views of Dippers were to be had, 

followed by a circular walk through the pinewood. We were hoping to get a glimpse of a Crested Tit or two but 

no luck, although a Spotted Flycatcher appeared flitting between branches as we were at the end of our walk. 

The weather for the day consisted of occasional showers, predominately overcast, a light breeze and some 

sunshine appearing late on.  

  

After breakfast we headed off to the Abernethy National Nature Reserve and the RSPB reserve of Loch Garten. 

We had hoped to have a look at the Ospreys which have bred on the reserve since the 1950s but unfortunately 

the regular female had failed to return after 15 breeding seasons. There were lots of other sightings to be had 

though with male Redstart showing well and a few Red-throated Divers out on the Loch along with a female 

Goldeneye with chicks. A short walk around a fantastic Caledonian Pine woodland revealed Scottish Crossbills 

calling from the very tops of the mature trees although Crested Tits were still being elusive. Back at the car park 

we were told that we had just missed Crested Tits on the bird feeder by the centre - that’s birding for you! 

 

A lovely lunch at Carrbridge followed along with some close-up views of a male Bullfinch, which was a highlight 

for our guests from Australia and Canada. 

 

We then took a drive north towards several small lochs on the south side of Loch Ness. On reaching this area we 

paused at a particularly small loch and lo and behold a couple of Slavonian Grebes were seen showing off their 

striking plumage in the sunshine. The nearby Loch Ruthven Nature Reserve provided distant views of more 

Slavonian Grebes, Gadwall and Little Grebes nesting close to the hide. 

 

Then it was back to Grantown on Spey for dinner and free time relaxing in the hotel.  
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Day 7 Monday 10th June 

Today the group headed towards the Cairngorm Mountain base with the hope of catching up with some classic 

upland birds. Once arriving at the upper ski car park, we were greeted by the song of a Ring Ouzel coming from 

an adjacent rocky slope. This was promising as the whole group were looking forward to seeing this bird. We 

decided to walk up to the top of Cairngorm mountain to get a better chance of spotting an Ouzel plus hopefully 

Ptarmigan and Dotterel. Unfortunately, the cloud base was lower down the hill than expected and visibility was 

poor, so we decided to head back down the path catching Red Grouse, lots of Meadow Pipits and a few Ravens 

on the way.  

 

On the path just above the car park we heard Ring Ouzel calling again and were rewarded with views of up to 

five Ring Ouzels both male and female all at once - magic! 

  

Typically, the cloud base lifted after a couple of hours and the sun came out for the remaining part of the day. 

 

After lunch in the ski centre café we explored the adjacent corrie and admired the alpine plants to be found there 

which included Woolly Willow and Mountain Avens.  

 

After our wee bit of botanising we headed down towards the town of Aviemore stopping off at Rothiemurchus 

and Loch an Eillein to explore the pine woodland within this dramatic landscape. Tree-creepers and Blackcaps 

were to be found along with numerous Coal Tits and Goldcrests. 

 

Next we were off to see what was about in the birch woodland at Craigellachie National Nature Reserve which is 

just a short walk from Aviemore town centre. We stood in the reserve and watched a Pied Flycatcher catching 

insects and then deliver them to its chicks in a wooden nest box. Close by a Wood Warbler was doing something 

similar but its nest was camouflaged amongst the vegetation on the woodland floor. 

 

Contented with our days activities we headed back to our accommodation before heading out for dinner at a 

little restaurant in Boat of Garten followed by a dusk drive back to Grantown on Spey. 

Day 8 Tuesday 11th June 

On our last day we decided to head over to Carrbridge once again to explore the river and woodland which 

surrounds the village. Using the myriad of waymarked paths, we managed to get good views of Red Squirrels, 

Goldcrests, Bullfinch and Grey Heron to name but a few.  

 

After having a lovely lunch, we headed back to Grantown on Spey to drop off two of our group who were 

carrying on with their travels. The remaining group then set off back to Edinburgh, following the A9 road south 

through Perthshire and Fife picking up a few new species of birds on the way, including Jay, Kestrel and Stock 

Dove. As we crossed the Firth of Forth, we admired the Victorian engineering of the spectacular Forth Rail 

Bridge and then Edinburgh came into view with the familiar extinct volcano of Arthur’s Seat dominating the 

horizon. 

 

Fond farewells were said once everyone was dropped off, with great memories of ‘The Best of Scotland’.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

  
Common name Scientific name 

June 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

1 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis 8+ 5+             

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser 5 12+ 4 8 ✓  8+ ✓    

3 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 2   5 3         

4 Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna   8             

5 Gadwall  Mareca strepera           3     

6 Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope 5+               

7 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 3 8+ ✓  ✓  4+ ✓  3   

8 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca         3 4     

9 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula           2     

10 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima 8 ✓  ✓  ✓          

11 Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser 2   1           

12 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator 3     2         

13 Willow Ptarmigan (Red Grouse) Lagopus lagopus scoticus           3     

14 Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa           2     

15 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus         2 3     

16 Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata           4     

17 Great Northern Diver  Gavia immer   1             

18 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis     20+           

19 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus     ✓            

20 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis           4     

21 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus           4     

22 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 2 3 1 3 2       

23 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus 3 2 8   3       

24 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis   8 30+           

25 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   4 10+   5       

26 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos       2         

27 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla   1     1       

28 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 3 1   2 4 1 1 2 

29 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus           1     

30 Corncrake Crex crex   1 H           

31 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

32 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus         8+ 4+     

33 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   4 3           

34 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago     4+   H       

35 Woodcock Scolopax rusticola       1         

36 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata         c4 H     

37 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus ✓  ✓      2       

38 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 3 4     2 2     

39 Dunlin  Calidris alpina   10+             

40 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla     ✓            

41 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus     ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓    

42 Common Gull  Larus canus ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓      ✓  

43 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus 2 3 2 3         

44 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓    ✓  

45 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus graellsii   ✓  ✓            

46 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo     ✓            
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Common name Scientific name 

June 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

47 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua     2           

48 Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus     1           

49 Common Guillemot Uria aalge 4   ✓  c5         

50 Razorbill  Alca torda     ✓  ✓          

51 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle 5   8           

52 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica     100s           

53 Rock Dove  Columba livia   5 8           

54 Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral' ✓      ✓          

55 Stock Dove Columba oenas               ✓  

56 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus ✓        ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

57 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 2 3 2 4         

58 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus   H   H H H H   

59 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco     H           

60 Common Swift  Apus apus c5       ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

61 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major         1   1   

62 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus               1 

63 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus                 

64 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius               1 

65 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica 3               

66 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula ✓  ✓  ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

67 Rook  Corvus frugilegus    ✓      ✓        

68 Carrion Crow  Corvus corone ✓  ✓        ✓  ✓  ✓  

69 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix 2 c8 5 8 3       

70 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   5   3 3       

71 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   ✓      ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

72 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus ✓  ✓      ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

73 Great Tit  Parus major   ✓      ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

74 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis   3     1 2 1 1 

75 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   ✓      ✓  ✓      

76 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓        ✓  ✓  ✓  

77 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum ✓        ✓        

78 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix             1   

79 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus H H   ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓    

80 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla   H   H ✓    ✓    

81 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus H         ✓    ✓  

82 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

83 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris         1 1 1   

84 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓  ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

85 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

86 Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus             5   

87 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos   2 ✓    1 2 3 1 

88 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus 1       1     1 

89 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca             1   

90 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata           1 2   

91 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula ✓  ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

92 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus           1 2   

93 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola       1         

94 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe   3 2 2     1   

95 White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus           2 1   

96 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  

97 Dunnock  Prunella modularis           1     
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Common name Scientific name 

June 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

98 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 1   1           

99 Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii ✓  ✓     ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

100 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis   ✓  ✓  ✓    ✓  ✓    

101 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis           1 2   

102 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus     2 c4         

103 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs ✓  ✓    ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

104 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula           1   1 

105 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris   c3       c2     

106 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina   c5   c3         

107 Common Redpoll  Acanthis flammea       ✓  ✓  ✓      

108 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra           c4     

109 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis   ✓    ✓  ✓        

110 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   ✓      ✓  ✓  ✓  ✓  

111 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus           H 1   

Mammals                   

1 Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra   1             

2 American Mink Neovision vison       1         

3 European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus       ✓ ✓ ✓     

4 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus         2 3     

5 Red Deer Cervus elaphus   3   5         

6 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris           1     

7 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus       1         

8 Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiops truncatus     2           

9 Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 1               

10 Harbour (Common) Seal Phoca vitulina       3         

11 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus 4   8 5         

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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