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Tour Participants: Rob Mileto (Naturetrek Leader), David Lambie (Local Guide), Tony Morrison (Skipper), 

Muriel Halle (Boat Guide) and Aaron McClements (Chef) with seven Naturetrek clients. 

 

Day 1                Saturday 22nd May 
 
Ullapool to Loch Ewe via the Summer Isles 
  

On a calm Saturday afternoon, we all met in the free car park in the quaint Scottish coastal town of Ullapool. 

Here we were joined by our co-leader and local guide David, who had brought in two of the group who had 

travelled by train to Inverness. After exchanging greetings, our luggage went into David’s rugged van whilst we 

strolled to the harbour and onto MV Monadhliath – our converted fishing boat home for the next few days.  

 

Here we met the Skipper Tony, the chef Aaron and the guide Muriel, and made ourselves at home. Waving bye-

bye to a tame harbourside Herring Gull, we headed out into Loch Broom and were soon amongst the Summer 

Isles that pepper the mouth of the Loch.  

 

On one of the larger isles, the first two of this trip’s many White-tailed Eagles were perched and being regularly 

mobbed by Great Skuas (or Bonxies as they are known in these parts). The eagles tolerated the dive-bombing for 

a while, but eventually moved off and so did we. 

 

Chugging through the blue waters, Guillemots bobbed nearby, along with occasional Razorbills. Some glimpsed 

Harbour Porpoise whilst others were busy watching a Grey Seal dispatch and eat a fish. We all saw a Minke 

Whale surface a few times, albeit briefly.  

 

There was quite a swell, so we headed for a sheltered bay in Loch Ewe, due west of our departure point. Gannets 

sailed stiff-winged over the water, a Black-throated Diver took flight at our approach and likely Arctic and 

Common Terns dotted the sky. On arrival at our mirror calm anchorage for the night, two more White-tailed 

Eagles greeted us and spooked some Greylag Geese.  

 

A hearty dinner was followed by the checklist and being gently rocked to sleep.  

 

Day 2                    Sunday 23rd May 
 
Loch Ewe (mainland) to Loch Shell (Lewis) via the Shiant Islands 
  

Breakfast this morning was eaten in the company of another White-tailed Eagle. As we watched, another, smaller 

raptor appeared to mob it - a female Hen Harrier!  Some managed photos of both species in the same frame. 

Grey and Harbour (Common) Seal bobbed about as we enjoyed a post-breakfast hot drink and we could hear 

Willow Warbler and Wren on the nearby shore. 

 

Around 09:00 it was time to weigh anchor and head off across The Minch to the Outer Hebrides and specifically 

the Shiant Islands, some four miles off the coast of Lewis. On route, we passed Common Terns fishing for 

breakfast, a Great Northern Diver, some Great Skuas, Puffins, Fulmars, Razorbills and Guillemots, the latter 

four all increasing in numbers as we approached the Shiants. This is unsurprising since the islands (Na h-
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Eileanan Seunta, or “the Enchanted Isles” in Gaelic) are the breeding site for some 300,000 seabirds including 

around 7-10% of all the Puffins that breed in the UK.  

 

We had soup for lunch before heading out on an inflatable and either motoring lazily past hundreds of seabirds 

(and the only Common Eider of the trip), or hopping ashore and quietly looking Puffins and Razorbills in the 

eye on land.  There was the occasional fly past by White-tailed Eagle making all the seabirds madly scatter and fill 

the air. The same eagles were themselves variously dive bombed by Raven, Herring Gull and/or Great Black-

backed Gull – what an amazing wildlife spectacle! True to its name, a greyish-brown bird hopping about on 

nearby rocks turned out to be a Rock Pipit. 

 

We eventually dragged ourselves away from this lovely spot and headed into the sheltered Loch Shell (on the 

coast of Lewis) where yet another three White-tailed Eagles were spotted, these being mobbed by Hooded 

Crows. Here we heard our first Cuckoo. A tasty risotto was followed by the checklist and another gentle rocking 

to sleep.  

 

Day 3                   Monday 24th May 
 
Loch Shell to Stornoway 
 

Whilst we slept the weather had turned grey (or dreich as such days are called locally) and the wind had picked 

up. As we left the cover of the loch and ventured into the open sea, even those that had had thick Scottish 

porridge and travel sickness pills to brace against the swell and waves suffered. Hence, there was a quick change 

of plan and a morning or day of cetacean searching turned into motoring towards the calm waters of Stornoway 

harbour.  

 

On route, the Great Skuas and Gannets trailing the boat, provided a distraction for some, but it is fair to say we 

were all glad of reaching the calm waters of the harbour and of the hot soup and sandwiches - once our 

stomachs had calmed. We said our farewells to the lovely boat crew, not knowing at that point that we would see 

them again! Our hotel was a short stroll away and we were soon ensconced, showered and rested. For those that 

wished, we had a walk in the extensive woodlands of Lewis Castle where a few common woodland birds such as 

Chaffinch and Robin were seen and/or heard, as well as the less common and rather charming, Spotted 

Flycatcher.  We also had a spot of botanising with grasses, sedges, rushes and wood-rushes all present and rules 

of thumbs to distinguish between them outlined. As we strolled back there was a Red-breasted Merganser 

seeking and finding its fish supper and many of us followed suit later at our own dinner – although this was 

provided to order, rather than having to be sought out personally like the Merganser did!  

 

Day 4                  Tuesday 25th May 
 
North-east Lewis 
  

A full Scottish breakfast was followed by a 09:00 departure with a smart Hooded Crow on the short walk to the 

van. In a nearby bay (Bhraigh) there were Dunlin sporting the fine breeding plumage rarely seen to those that 

know them only from winter windswept mudflats, Ringed Plover was also showing well, but top spot of this bay 

was the stunning Great Northern Diver just offshore. Sand Martins were hawking insects along the shoreline and 
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House Sparrows on the beach were a novelty for those used to seeing them on rooftops and bird feeders. 

  

A short drive away on a promontory was a White-tailed Eagle nest with grey chick nestled within it. Back at the 

bay, a Red-throated Diver flew low over us just before we indulged in some beachside botany (Thrift, Pearlwort, 

a Scurvy-grass and Buckshorn Plantain). 

 

The picnic lunch spot near Coll was overlooking a small inlet and some saltmarsh, punctuated with Dunlin, a 

Common Sandpiper, some Greylag Geese and a distant Peregrine. A bog nearby gave us Meadow Pipit, 

Wheatear and Stonechat, a fly over by a pair of stonking Arctic Skuas… and the lovely pinky-purple flowers of 

the diminutive Lousewort. Nearby a small loch provided good and extended views of a Red-throated Diver and a 

nearby Raven on a surprisingly large nest.  

 

From the Pentland Road, we took a short walk up to a viewpoint past some community-owned wind turbines, 

which were quite a sight up close. From the viewpoint we could pick out several white spots which were 

breeding Great Black-backed Gulls. Sadly no raptors showed but the tiny blue flowers at our feet were those of 

the delicate Heath Milkwort. As we headed back, some caught a glimpse of a glorious grey male Hen Harrier as it 

sailed effortlessly just over a ridge… and out of sight!  

 

 
Day 5                     Wednesday 26th May 
 
South Lewis and North Harris 
 

We again departed at 09:00, replete from breakfast.  A roadside stop above Loch Eireasort primarily to scan the 

landscape resulted in us experiencing was what probably a Cuckoo fight, with much chasing and ‘cuckooing’ for 

at least the 20 or so minutes we were there.  There were also Greylag goslings, Song Thrush, Goldfinch, 

Common Gull and a nearby Redshank to be enjoyed.  

 

A little way along, on more rugged terrain, there was yet another White-tailed Eagle on the hillside and in that 

area some young Red Deer stags in velvet gave us a hard stare. A roadside lochan held a Black-throated Diver 

breeding pair that we made sure not to disturb and then near Garnett, a pair of Red-throated Divers displayed as 

we watched – a strange synchronous swimming affair whilst stretching necks out and down close to the water. A 

short while later they took off and flew over us in the straight line and gentle curve fashion of divers, since their 

body and wing architecture precludes tight turns. Another roadside stop to scan failed to find raptors but did 

find the carnivorous and rather beautifully purple flowered butterwort.   

 

Today’s picnic lunch was on the white sand beach of Luskentyre. Set in turquoise waters, you’d have been 

forgiven for thinking it was somewhere tropical - from a photo that is… in situ, the rather chilly wind would 

have put you right! A Golden Plover’s mournful peeping was heard, but the bird not seen. A Black-headed Gull 

was seen, common as muck you might think – but a rarity in these parts!   

 

Driving on post-lunch, a Sparrowhawk and Great Northern Diver were seen by quickly hopping out of the van. 

We also enjoyed a coffee/tea at a roadside café, ‘serenaded’ by Cuckoos and with Red-breasted Merganser 
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nearby. A single-track minor road (to Eisgean) nestled between large hills yielded two White-tailed Eagles, but 

the Golden Eagle eluded us… that day!  

 

Day 6                 Thursday 27th May 
 
North Lewis 

 

Two perched terns in the harbour needed a telescope to confirm they had reasonably long legs, albeit part 

hidden by the top of the post they were sat just the far side of – so Common Terns.  

  

After a quick stop to purchase lunches and snacks we headed north. Soon after, a scan from a roadside vantage 

point revealed an immature White-tailed Eagle and two Black-throated Diver at a distance – not bad for a 

randomly picked layby! Not far along, another layby produced some Red Deer hinds and a Peregrine perched on 

rock! Ok, so this time, it was the Peregrine that alerted David that a stop and second look was required. 

  

Our first ‘proper’ and prolonged stop was the Callanish standing stones (or Calanais, should you prefer the non-

Anglicised spelling). 

 

On the nearby coast there were Common Terns, Black Guillemot (or Tysties as they are called in Scotland) and a 

fly past of Golden Plover and Dunlin. A White-tailed Eagle (yes, another one) cartwheeled over in mid-flight to 

see off a Buzzard. 

 

Lunch was taken overlooking Loch na Muilne where the Teal were obvious, but the desired Red-necked 

Phalarope were tantalisingly only visible for short periods as they ‘danced’ in and out of view when far enough 

out from the vegetated shoreline. 

 

A nearby bay held Dunlin, a single Knot and, much to our surprise and delight, a glorious Ruff in full breeding 

regalia. Some small waders gave us the run around (literally and metaphorically) with suggestions of Little Stint 

and Sanderling discussed. The discussion was settled by reference to the ID handbooks, where the relative 

(diminutive) size compared to the Dunlin they were amongst definitively proved it to be Little Stint.  

 

At Port of Ness both the look of the beach, the sea and, this time, the lack of a cold wind and the blue skies 

made it far more tropically reminiscent than the beach of the previous day. A big ginger bumblebee feeding on 

the clifftop dandelions turned out to be the rare Moss Carder, though we had been hoping it was the even rarer 

and magnificently named Great Yellow Bumblebee. The nearby Butt Lighthouse marks the most northerly point 

on Lewis. Offshore, hundreds of Kittiwake fed against azure blue sky before returning to their cliff edge nests to 

cry out their own names.   

 

Our last stop of the afternoon was Loch Stiapabhat (Stiapavat), a Local Nature Reserve and the largest nutrient 

rich loch on Lewis. Here Wigeon, Lapwing, Redshank, Greylag Geese, and Dunlin were all seen, but top spot 

was the lone Barnacle Goose that graced the shoreline.  

 

After dinner we headed out to Coll for a chance to hear Corncrake. Whimbrel, Curlew and Dunlin were seen 

well, but sadly no Corncrake was to be seen or heard. 
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Day 7                     Friday 28th May 
 
AM South Lewis (especially the road to Eisgean). PM Cruising the coast NE of Stornoway 
 

At the usual 09:00, we headed out in search of eagles. Soon after, we were watching a White-tailed Eagle posing 

stoically on a ridge, and a pair of circling Hen Harriers! 

 

Not far down the road, our gazing up at the skies were rewarded by David spotting a Golden Eagle… which 

promptly landed and ‘disappeared’ before others had a chance to spot it! However, since we knew it must still be 

there somewhere on the hillside, we spent a fun 10 minutes or so trying to make every rocky outcrop into an 

eagle! Eventually, one (gold star) guest spotted it perched just under the ridge line. We had excellent views 

through various telescopes, though digiscoping only produced dubious results.  

 

As we headed back, a Hen Harrier gave us a close fly by and then round a corner Golden and White-tailed Eagle 

and Hen Harrier were, for a short while, all visible in the sky at once! Where to look! Typical isn’t it, none or 

individual rare raptors for days, then three come along all at once… but we certainly weren’t complaining!   

 

Since the weather was calm and sunny, we had a treat in the afternoon of reclaiming the cetacean watch cancelled 

due to poor weather a few days previously. Hence, we said hello again to Tony, Muriel and Aaron before we set 

off on a mini cruise up the north-eastern flank of Lewis. First up were Harbour Porpoise, but they rarely stay 

round long, next it was a Minke Whale – another species that has a habit of not hanging around, but we saw it 

well. Finally, and putting on a great show, was a pod of 20 Short-beaked Common Dolphins that came to play 

and bow ride, leaping out of the water and flashing along the side then under the boat – all clearly visible in the 

calm clear water.  Needless to say, we saw more White-tailed Eagles! One sitting proudly on a fence post against 

a clear blue sky gave excellent photo opportunities - that brought us to 10 in one day.   

 

Day 8                 Saturday 29th May 
 
Stornoway to Ullapool 
 

It was an early start to catch the 06:30 CalMac ferry to Ullapool… which was almost on time. Harbour Porpoise 

and for some a Minke Whale showed briefly and there was no shortage of Guillemots, Razorbills and Puffins on 

a gloriously sunny morning.  Some three hours later we were back in Ullapool Harbour where some glimpsed 

what was probably an Iceland Gull and this was glimpsed again in the car park where we said our goodbyes.   

 

It had been an excellent and varied week in a rather remote but wonderfully biodiverse corner of the UK and we 

all took fond memories away with us.  
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Hebridean Beach, by Simon Young 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

 
 

 

Shags, by John Yates 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (H = heard only) 

      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

1 Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus scotica       ✓     ✓   

2 Greylag Goose  Anser anser ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

3 Barnacle Goose  Branta leucopsis           ✓     

4 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor           ✓     

5 Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope           ✓     

6 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

7 Common Teal Anas crecca           ✓     

8 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima   ✓             

9 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

10 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata     ✓ ✓ ✓       

11 Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica   ✓     ✓       

12 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer       ✓ ✓       

13 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

14 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

15 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

16 European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

17 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

18 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos             ✓   

19 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus         ✓ ✓     

20 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus   ✓   ✓     ✓   

21 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

22 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

23 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

24 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus         ✓ ✓     

25 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula       ✓   ✓     

26 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata       H ✓ H     

27 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus           ✓     

28 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus         ✓ ✓     

29 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

30 Dunlin  Calidris alpina       ✓   ✓     

31 Knot Calidris canuta           ✓     

32 Ruff Calidris pugnax           ✓     

33 Little Stint Calidris minuta           ✓     

34 Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus           ✓     

35 Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

36 
Black-headed Gull  

Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus         ✓ ✓     

37 Common Gull  Larus canus   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

38 Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

39 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

40 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

41 Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides               ✓ 

42 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

43 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea ✓               

44 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

45 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus       ✓         

46 Common Guillemot Uria aalge ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

47 Razorbill  Alca torda ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 
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      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

48 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

49 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 

50 Rock Dove  Columba livia         ✓ ✓ ✓   

51 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus     ✓     ✓ ✓   

52 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto       ✓ ✓ ✓     

53 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus   H   ✓ ✓   H   

54 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   ✓         ✓   

55 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus       ✓   ✓     

56 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

57 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

58 Coal Tit  Periparus ater         H       

59 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus           ✓     

60 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis       ✓ H ✓ ✓   

61 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia       ✓         

62 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica       ✓ ✓ ✓     

63 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus         ✓       

64 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   H     H H     

65 
Sedge Warbler  

Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus 

          H     

66 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla         H       

67 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   H ✓   H H H   

68 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

70 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos         ✓       

71 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata     ✓           

72 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula     ✓   ✓ ✓     

73 European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola       ✓ ✓ ✓     

74 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe       ✓ ✓ ✓     

75 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

76 Dunnock  Prunella modularis     ✓           

77 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea         ✓       

78 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

79 Eurasian Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus   ✓       ✓     

80 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs     ✓   H       

81 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis         H       

Mammals 

      May 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

1 European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus         ✓   ✓   

2 Grey Seal  Halichoerus grypus ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓   

3 Harbour Seal  Phoca vitulina   ✓   ✓         

4 Red Deer  Cervus elaphus   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

5 Minke Whale 
Balaenoptera 
acutorostrata ✓           ✓ ✓ 

6 Short-beaked Common 
Dolphin 

Delphinus delphis             ✓   

7 Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena             ✓ ✓ 

8 Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus       ✓         
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Hebridean Sunrise, by Rob Mileto 

Others 

        

  Common name Scientific name trip 

1 Magpie Moth Abraxas grossulariata ✓ 

2 Fox Moth Macrothylacia rubi ✓ 

3 Moss Carder Bee Bombus muscorum ✓ 

4 A ground beetle Carabus glabratus ✓ 

 

 


