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Tour Participants: Alison Steel (Naturetrek Leader), Tony Morrison (Skipper), Muriel Halle (Boat Guide) and 

Aaron McClements (Chef) with five Naturetrek clients. 
 

Day 1              Saturday 3rd July 
 
Fly Stornoway, Tiumpan Head 
  

The group travelled to Inverness and all met at the airport. Some had managed to see Yellowhammer on the way 

and there was a Red Kite or two drifting over the airport. 

 

Once the bags were checked in, we passed through security for a relatively short wait in the departure lounge. 

Our plane was a small twin prop with just a few rows of seats. On take off we initially headed east, past Fort 

George then swung around to the west, passing over the Beauly Firth. Patchy cloud restricted the view across to 

the west coast and The Minch was fairly cloudy for most of the descent, opening up for some lovely views across 

Lewis before we landed into Stornoway. 

 

After collecting our luggage, we met Muriel for the journey to the hotel. Having checked in we took a little time 

to settle in and get lunch before meeting for an afternoon outing to Tiumpan Head. It was a fine afternoon, with 

prolonged sunny spells and a light breeze. At one of the lochans en route there were Greylag Geese, Mallards 

and a few Tufted Duck. 

 

At the lighthouse, we followed the path up to the top of the headland where we could look out, with a roughly 

270 degree view of the sea. There was an amazing display of orchids by the path and all around the area. Fulmar 

and Oystercatcher were on the cliffs, with Gannet, Shag, Guillemot and Razorbill out on the water, some feeding 

and others resting. Muriel quickly picked up some Short-beaked Common Dolphin, which looked like they were 

doing a mix of feeding and jumping - a pod of around 30 individuals. Above the cliffs we watched Herring Gulls 

chasing off Great Black backed Gulls and the occasional Great Skua flew overhead. A few Harbour Porpoise 

showed for a short time in the bay below, then more Common Dolphin were seen. 

 

Eventually we dragged ourselves away from this beautiful setting to deal with some more mundane arrangements 

for the start of the cruise to tomorrow, including a stop at a supermarket for any additional items required 

(everything will be closed in the morning due to it being a Sunday). 

 

After dinner in the hotel restaurant, we completed a checklist for the day then most had an early night. 
 

Day 2                Sunday 4th July 
 

Stornoway to Tosta Head then Loch Erisort 
  

For those who wished, there was a pre-breakfast walk along the stream, from the hotel towards the grounds of 

Lews Castle. Before leaving the hotel grounds we could hear lots of birds calling high up in the trees, however 

most remained fairly elusive, with only a few glimpses of a mixed tit flock, some Chaffinch and a Goldcrest. 

Along the path we noted Robin, calling Blackcap and a Heron patrolling the stream, being passed by a wary 

family of Mallard. In the harbour were a few Oystercatcher and various gulls.  
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After breakfast there was some free time to either go for a stroll around Stornoway or get organised for the boat 

before meeting Muriel again for the short journey to the marina. It didn't take too long to get the bags on board 

the boat, thanks to Aaron meeting us with a trolley. After a safety briefing, we found our cabins before preparing 

to get underway. Lunch was eaten as we left Stornoway harbour. A number of seabirds could be seen quite 

quickly - terns, auks and more gulls, and we very quickly found our first cetaceans; a group of Short-beaked 

Common Dolphin, including several fairly small youngsters that stayed with us for quite some time, riding on the 

bow. 

 

As we headed north along the coast we saw Shag, Fulmar and Great Skua. Quite far out, lots of splashes could 

be seen so we headed in the direction. As we were watching more Common Dolphin, a Minke Whale suddenly 

appeared not far off. It surfaced several times then dived and disappeared. Despite looking for some time, we 

couldn't pick it up again, so started back towards more dolphins when up it came again! 

 

Large groups of dolphin were being very energetic, leaping out of the water and landing with big splashes. Most 

were Common Dolphin again, with the odd Harbour Porpoise surfacing nearby too, but then Muriel picked up a 

group of larger dolphin up ahead. On getting closer we could make out the theses were White-beaked Dolphin. 

This was a nursery group, with pairs of mums and calves, some of which were still quite small. We could clearly 

see their markings and the difference in dorsal fin. A short while later we had another group of these larger 

animals, some showing very well.  

 

Eventually we had to turn south again, picking up more groups of seabirds on the water. Turning into Loch 

Erisort, we started to see Greylag Geese on the shore. Val found a pair of Red-throated Diver as they surfaced 

between two Great Black-backed Gull. Common Terns were nesting on some of the islands and fishing around 

us. Moon Jellyfish swarmed in patches.  

 

Once anchored for the night, a few hardy souls braved the water for a swim before dinner. Following a very tasty 

meal, we had a briefing about the following day, completed the checklist and some retired for an early night. 
 

Day 3                Monday 5th July 
 

Loch Erisort to Loch Shell via Shiant Isles 
 

Following breakfast, we slowly made our back along Loch Erisort, with some sightings of Red-throated Diver, 

Greylag Geese and terns along the way. Heading for the Shiants, we found a group of Short-beaked Common 

Dolphin in a playful mood that stayed with the boat for quite some time. Eventually we had to leave them and 

make our way to the islands. As we got closer we could see movement of thousands of birds going to and from 

sea; Puffin, Guillemot, Razorbill and Shag. On shore were a group of ringers monitoring the birds, so we landed 

on the connecting beach then followed the path to the bothy on Eilean an Tigh, where all the ringers had set up 

camp. Wheatear were feeding young and some Twite were having an argument over some wool. There were 

orchids, butterwort and other marshland plants, along with Six Spot Burnet moths and Common Blue 

butterflies. A few ventured up to the top of the island to the cairn, watched over by Great Skua. Looking back at 

some of the cliff faces it looked almost like a bird tornado, so frenetic was the activity. 
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Back on the boat, we slowly made our way around some of the other islands looking at the nesting birds, 

including Fulmar and Kittiwake. Above the cliffs there were a couple of White-tailed Eagle, one being mobbed 

by a Raven. From here we slowly headed back towards Harris, aiming for Loch Shell to moor up for the night. 

Part way up the loch we spotted two adult White-tailed Eagle circling above the hills and on the nearby cliff, we 

saw their nest with a well grown chick. It was hunkering down to keep warm. As we went past, the adults came 

down to a couple of nearby hills, keeping a watchful eye on where we were. More terns were fishing along the 

loch and near the anchorage a Red-throated Diver flew past. 
 

Day 4               Tuesday 6th July 
 

Loch to Tarbert via Shiant Isles 

  

This morning started dry, but overcast, with Common Sandpiper and Snipe calling from the shoreline. During 

breakfast there was a rain shower, but by the time that we were ready to depart it had brightened up and dried 

off. As we set off there were some Harbour Porpoise quite far up the loch and a Red-breasted Merganser with 

some chicks by the shore. Common Tern were fishing and we startled three Red-throated Diver into flight. By 

the eagle nest we could see the chick really well this morning, sitting up and looking around.  

 

Heading back towards the Shiant Islands, we saw some more Short-beaked Common Dolphin seeming very 

purposeful and likely hunting. Singles, twos and small groups of auks were almost constantly making their way to 

and from the islands, avoiding gulls and skua as they did so. Today we were able to land below one of the main 

auk nesting cliffs on Garbh Eilean, getting fantastic views of Puffin, Razorbill and Guillemots as well as some 

Shag that were nesting here. It was possible to see some of the closer chicks hiding amongst the rocks.  

 

Carefully making our way back to the dinghy over the slippery rocks, we took a side trip below the rock arch, 

seeing a selection of jellyfish in the clear water below it, including a bright blue capped one. Round on the other 

side of the island were more nesting colonies of Guillemot, along with many Kittiwake and Fulmar: a couple of 

Raven made an appearance along the ridge. 

 

After lunch we took the dinghy out again to look at Eilean Mhuire. Some Grey Seal were startled by our 

approach to the island and quickly dived with noisy splashes. Closer to it was possible to see that this island also 

had thousands of Puffin burrows all the way up the higher, grassy slopes. One seal was basking on a mostly 

submerged rock, oblivious to our presence until the last moment, then dashed noisily away into the water. Some 

Shags were being harassed by a Great Black-backed Gull, taking to the water then the air with feet and tailed 

slapping on the water.  

 

As we returned towards the boat, more auks darted away, some diving quickly underwater, some taking off with 

a pattering of wings and feet on the water and others frantically paddled wings and feet, ending up skittering 

across the water's surface. Following this enjoyable visit, we reboarded the MV Monaidliath and, after a final 

loop around, heading SW for Tarbert. Lots more seabirds were out on the water, with few Harbour Porpoise and 

Common Dolphin also showing. A White-tailed Eagle was perched on a ridge as we approached the bridge to 

Scalpy.  
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Once moored up, we had a short wander around Tarbert, with some making a stop at the pub to sample the 

local bitter. During dinner the ferry arrived, off loading vehicles and tying up for the night. After enjoying the 

lovely evening, we retired to bed, reflecting on another fantastic day.  
 
 

Day 5                 Wednesday 7th July 
 

South Lewis and North Harris 
 

Waking up in Tarbert, we watched the ferry depart then after breakfast had to make a change of plan for the day 

due to one of the crew having a family emergency. This meant there was a bit of extra time for shopping in the 

Harris Tweed shop before Muriel arrived back from collecting the minibus.  

 

Taking packed lunches, we headed south towards Luskentyre. Once we got past a slight traffic jam, we followed 

the estuary down towards the coast. Some Black-headed Gull were bathing and a Red-breasted Merganser was 

watching over her brood of chicks.  

 

The beach car park was a bit busy, however we managed to find a quiet spot for eating lunch among the dunes. 

Jenny went for a swim while others watched Meadow Pipit and Skylark. Alison found a dried starfish on the 

beach, however Muriel found a live one on the edge of the surf. Once dried off and de-sanded, we headed north. 

There was low cloud over the hills, so we were slightly disappointed not to be able to see eagles flying over the 

valley. At the head of Loch Erisort we did find Oystercatcher, Redshank, Dunlin, Greenshank, a Heron and 

Stonechat.  

 

After stopping to photograph some waterlilies by the road, a short pause was made for some tea to warm up 

those feeling cold, where a Raven was showing well on a nearby telegraph pole. Carrying on towards the boat, we 

kept an eye open for anything else of interest.  

 

Following another tasty dinner, some travelled to Scalpay in search of Otter. We weren't successful in finding 

any, we did have very close views of a Snipe, as well as seeing Grey Seal, Hooded Crow, Lesser Black-backed 

Gull, a Weasel and a male Stonechat. Then it was back to the boat for a well deserved rest. 

 
 

Day 6             Thursday 8th July 
 

Tarbert to Loch Ewe via the north of Skye 
 

Leaving Tarbert this morning, we headed out in a South Westerly direction. It wasn't long before we spotted 

whales ahead. The smaller ones were Minke Whale, while there was one larger baleen whale spotted too, likely 

either a Fin or Sei Whale. A good sized pod of Common Dolphin made an appearance, however they weren't 

interested in us. Shortly after this we found more whales, including some lunge feeding, creating a frothy splash 

at the surface. One small Minke was very curious and swam in circles around and by us, once or twice swimming 

right under the bow of the boat. Through the calm, clear water it was possible to see the white patches on the 

flippers as the whale came up to surface. We could also smell its breath at times, and it was definitely living up to 

one of the nicknames of 'Stinky Minke'. 
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After spotting more whales, we passed some more seabird colonies on an island and there were lots of feeding 

birds on the water. Lunch was taken off the north coast of Skye (unfortunately mostly under cloud) then we 

continued on across towards the mainland. Quite a few Razorbill could be seen with chicks, some crying 

plaintively across the water when they were left by the adult for a short time. More Minke Whale were seen 

before the swell got a bit higher. There were still a lot of birds to be seen, including Fulmar, Gannet, Manx 

Shearwater, the occasional Storm Petrel and Great Skua.  

Rounding the headland into Loch Ewe the ocean was a bit choppy but this settled down as we got further in to 

more sheltered water. Common Tern started to be seen fishing and a few Shag were on the rocky outcrops. By 

our mooring for the night was an eagle nest. Occasionally the chick could be heard calling and periodically an 

adult would come towards the nest then turn back after being mobbed by gulls and a pair of Hen Harrier from 

the moor above. A lovely end to the day, rounded off with a dram or two of whiskey. 

 

Day 7                   Friday 9th July 
 
Loch Ewe to Ullapool then onto Inverness 
 

Waking up on the final morning, we could see that the mist was down, creating a very dramatic, quiet 

atmosphere. Some young seals could be seen in the water nearby, seeming curious about our presence. The terns 

were still around as well as the ubiquitous Oystercatcher. 

 

On setting off, we saw several Harbour Porpoise around the entrance to Loch Ewe. As we rounded the headland 

into Loch Broom there were small groups of Guillemot, Razorbill and Puffin about. Fulmar drifted past, 

swooping low around the sides of the boat.  

 

Once into Loch Broom, we came across many individual and small groups of Harbour Porpoise, the fairly calm 

water making it easier to see them surfacing. After waiting for the ferry to go past, we slowly made our way by 

some of the Summer Isles, including viewing a cave on Tanera Beg where several Black Guillemot were seen. 

Continuing along Loch Broom, we saw a distant Red-throated Diver. 

 

Once moored up in Ullapool we disembarked, saying our good bye to the crew and meeting up with David who 

would take us to Inverness. Jenny was leaving us here, so we said farewell,  packed our luggage into the minibus 

for the journey. All too soon, we left the scenic hills behind and, on arriving in Inverness, went our separate 

ways, reflecting on how fortunate we were with the calm weather and the amazing sightings we’d had. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds 

      Date: 3-9 July 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Greylag Goose  Anser anser ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos ✓ ✓     ✓     

3 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula ✓             

4 Common Eider  Somateria mollissima     5 2       

5 
Red-breasted 
Merganser  

Mergus serrator   1   5 7     

6 
Red-throated 
Diver 

Gavia stellata 4 3 3 3+     1 

7 Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis ✓ ✓ ✓ 100s   ✓ ✓ 

8 Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus   1       ✓   

9 
European Storm 
Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus 

          ✓   

10 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   1     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus 100s ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

12 
European Shag  

Phalacrocorax 
aristotelis 

✓ ✓ 100s 100s ✓ ✓ ✓ 

13 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   1+ ✓       ✓ 

14 
Red Kite Milvus milvus 

Invernes
s 

            

15 Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus           Pair   

16 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla     5 4   1+   

17 
Eurasian 
Oystercatcher  

Haematopus 
ostralegus 

3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus 1             

19 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago       H 1     

20 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   H     ✓     

21 
Common 
Greenshank 

Tringa nebularia         1     

22 
Common 
Redshank  

Tringa totanus         ✓     

23 
Common 
Sandpiper  

Actitis hypoleucos     H H ✓     

24 Dunlin  Calidris alpina         15     

25 
Black-legged 
Kittiwake  

Rissa tridactyla   ✓ 1000s 1000s   ✓ ✓ 

26 
Black-headed Gull  

Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus 

      8 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

27 Common Gull  Larus canus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

28 
Great Black-
backed Gull  

Larus marinus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

29 
European Herring 
Gull  

Larus argentatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 
Lesser Black-
backed Gull  

Larus fuscus       1 ✓ ✓   

31 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

32 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea   ✓ ✓         

33 Great Skua  Stercorarius skua 2 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

34 
Common 
Guillemot 

Uria aalge ✓ ✓ 
100,000

s 
100,000

s 
  ✓ ✓ 

35 Razorbill  Alca torda ✓ ✓ 1000s 1000s   ✓ ✓ 

36 Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle   15   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

37 Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica   ✓ 1000s 1000s   ✓ ✓ 
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      Date: 3-9 July 2021 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

38 Rock Dove  Columba livia ✓ ✓     ✓     

39 
Common Wood 
Pigeon  

Columba palumbus ✓ ✓     2 H   

40 
Eurasian Collared 
Dove  

Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

41 
Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus         

H 
(1 

TL) 
    

42 Jackdaw Corvus monedula ✓             

43 Rook  Corvus frugilegus             ✓ 

44 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

45 Northern Raven  Corvus corax     1 ✓ ✓     

46 Coal Tit  Periparus ater   ✓           

47 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus   ✓     1     

48 Great Tit  Parus major ✓ ✓           

49 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 

50 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 

Invernes
s 

          
Invernes

s 

51 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus       H   H H 

52 
Eurasian 
Blackcap  

Sylvia atricapilla   H           

53 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus H ✓           

54 
Eurasian Wren  

Troglodytes 
troglodytes 

H ✓ ✓ ✓ H ✓ H 

55 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

56 
Common 
Blackbird  

Turdus merula ✓ ✓     ✓     

57 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos         1     

58 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   ✓     1     

59 
European 
Stonechat  

Saxicola rubicola       3+ H     

60 
Northern 
Wheatear  

Oenanthe oenanthe     ✓   ✓     

61 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus       1   ✓   

62 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   ✓           

63 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba ✓             

64 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii       2 ✓ ✓   

65 Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis ✓   ✓   ✓     

66 
Eurasian Rock 
Pipit  

Anthus petrosus     ✓ H       

67 
Common 
Chaffinch  

Fringilla coelebs   ✓     H     

68 
European 
Greenfinch  

Chloris chloris       ✓ H ✓   

69 Twite  Linaria flavirostris     3         

70 
European 
Goldfinch  

Carduelis carduelis H     ✓ ✓ ✓   

71 Eurasian Siskin  Spinus spinus   ✓           

72 
Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella 

Invernes
s 
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Mammals 

  Common name Scientific name 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus ✓       ✓     

2 Grey Seal  Halichoerus grypus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3 Harbour Seal  Phoca vitulina     ✓     ✓   

4 Common Weasel  Mustela nivalis         1     

5 Minke Whale 
Balaenoptera 
acutorostrata   1       10+   

  Baleen Whale sp Balaenoptera sp           1   

6 White-beaked Dolphin 
Lagenorhynchus 
albirostris   13+           

7 
Short-beaked Common 
Dolphin Delphinus delphis 40+ 50+ 45+ 15   30+   

8 Harbour Porpoise  Phocoena phocoena 3 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

 

Mammals 

Common name Scientific name 

Butterflies  

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 

Large White Pieris brassicae 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 

    

Moths   

Six-spot Burnet Zygaena filpendulae 

Magpie Moth Abraxas grossulariata 

Green Carpet Moth Colostygia pectinataria 

    

    

Other   

Moss Carder Bee Bombus muscorum 

White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum 

    

Moon Jellyfish Aurelia aurita 

Lion's Mane Jellyfish Cyanea capillata 

Blue Jellyfish Cyanea lamarckii 

Barrel Jellyfish Rhizostoma pulmo 

    

Butterwort Pinguicula vulgaris 

Waterlily Nymphaea alba 

Northern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella 

 


