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Tour participants: Richard Bashford & Nika Kerdikoshvili (leaders) with 10 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1                                                                                    Friday 22nd April 

Most of the group met at Heathrow for our mid-afternoon flight to Tbilisi via Istanbul which involved a 

particularly convenient transfer with our departure gate being next to our entry gate in this famously large 

airport. That said, maybe we would have welcomed a bit of a walk after the flight! 

 

Our flight arrived in Tbilisi in the early morning where we met our Georgian guide Nika and swiftly changed 

money and transferred to our city hotel for a few hours’ sleep – tired but excited! 

Day 2                                                                                 Saturday 23rd April 

Hot and sunny throughout 

 

At breakfast, we met our final member from Australia – Gil, and had breakfast before meeting Nika and our 

driver and setting off north at 9am. It was a beautiful day with blue skies remaining throughout. The skies 

themselves were full of hundreds of Common Swifts – a species which we had yet to see in the UK this year.  

 

An hour out of the city and a roadside stop to look for our first speciality – Caucasian or Mountain Chiffchaff – 

this species moves into higher ground to breed but can be found in the foothills at this time of year. We saw 

several of the more familiar Common Chiffchaffs initially, before hearing the distinctive song, somewhat like a 

subdued Cetti’s Warbler, and managed some views of this pale-bellied warbler. Overhead we saw Steppe Buzzard 

and Peregrine and noted a few butterflies such as Clouded Yellow and Orange Tip. 

 

Continuing into the higher ground, we noted species like Water Pipits and Common Redstarts around the towns, 

but our first stop at the Gudauri viewpoint was quite something! With considerable amounts of snow here and 

there, we made our way to the main viewpoint, noting several active Ring Ouzels, Alpine and Red-billed Chough. 

But Nika really did us proud and found a Brown Bear with two cubs. We were understandably very excited 

which rubbed off on many of the locals as we trained our telescopes on the bears. Although distant, we were 

pretty happy with this bonus sighting – and we hadn’t really started yet! At one stage, they ran across a patch of 

snow leaving clearly visible paw prints. One species we had expected to see here was Alpine Accentor. But as we 

made our way back to the bus, we hadn’t managed this. Thankfully two of the group had noticed a couple of 

birds near some Water Pipits …. back out of the bus and bingo, two Alpine Accentors! 

 

Onward to the town of Kazbegi and our hotel – the first building in the town amid some glorious scenery. We 

sorted out our rooms and headed for a delayed lunch – not before one of the most wanted species showed up 

behind the hotel - Güldenstädt’s Redstart! After the meal, we planned to go for a short walk exploring the 

bushes near the hotel, but we actually spent a few minutes scanning the mountainsides finding our first 

Caucasian Turs and some distant Caucasian Black Grouse. On our walk, we found a small flock of Güldenstädt’s 

Redstarts – five males and a female, Grey Wagtail and Griffon Vulture. Little did we know these were to be our 

only sightings, but they were pretty good sightings! A short drive after a cuppa and we were at the back of the 

town scanning the snowfields. Here we managed to see our first Red-fronted Serins and after a bit of 

perseverance, three or four closer Caucasian Black Grouse.  
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It had been a very long day so in readiness for dinner in a few minutes, we had one final outing to the local Spar 

to buy wine! Back at the hotel, we relaxed over our meal and wine before heading off to catch up on some sleep. 

Not a bad first day in the field! 

Day 3                                                                                   Sunday 24th April 

Cool in the early morning then hot and sunny 

 

There are a few key species to see when in Kazbegi. We’d started well, so our first stop was the scenic Elia 

Mountain area where we hoped to find another – Caucasian Snowcock. This large high-altitude gamebird is 

almost mythical, but this is the place to look. We joined another five birders overlooking a snow field covered 

mountain range. A singing male Rock Thrush on the nearby chalet was a good start. Then we heard the curlew-

type call we were hoping to hear – Caucasian Snowcock! They were here – we just needed to find them. After a 

few minutes, one of the other party found a bird and we all trained our optics on the spot and some saw the 

snowcock walking for a few seconds until out of view. Then we got all the telescopes on the spot and 

concentrated. After some minutes, we picked it up again – then another! Over the next hour of so we all 

managed to see one or two birds – fantastic! In fact, we were so excited and relived, even the Lammergeier 

overhead was a footnote in the proceedings… but still pretty amazing! 

 

Out next stop was last night’s location, a short drive back along the road. Here, we enjoyed more sightings of 

Red-fronted Serins, Ring Ouzels, Mountain Chiffchaff before settling to scan the mountainsides. After a few 

minutes, Tony said in a calm voice – “Here’s a flock of birds. They look like finches.” We all looked in the same 

direction and hey presto – four Great Rosefinches – another one of the key birds. First, we saw a female and 

then a male – wow! They allowed scope views before dropping into the scree. We walked to a slightly higher 

location and scanned – eventually, we noticed a pair walking out on to the scree to give great views. Meanwhile, 

we again heard the distinctive call of the snowcock. Nika again played a blinder and got on to two snowcocks 

flying which then landed on top of an outcrop. Although distant, they were considerable closer and on show for 

some time. Just brilliant! 

 

Back to the hotel for lunch and then along the road in a different direction to a riverside location where we saw 

our first Dippers and Common Sandpipers of the trip and three gorgeous beema Yellow Wagtails. Then a little 

further to Kopi, where we tried in vain to see Wallcreeper – great views of Crag Martin, Red-billed Chough and 

Lammergeier. We finished the day along the nearby valley where the highlight was a large flock of Caucasian 

Black Grouse – at least 14 showing really well against the pristine snow. At one point they flew and landed on 

another white snowfield and slowly walked up and over the ridge – magical! 

 

Back at the hotel in time for a quick refresh before dinner. 
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Day 4                                                                                   Monday 25th April 

Hot and sunny throughout 

 

Our day started with our usual breakfast at our beautifully situated family-run hotel. We’d struggled to make 

much of a dent in the amounts of food brought to our table and mentioned it was really too much. This morning 

we got even more – delicious but goodness me, we need to climb some Georgian mountains… 

 

Our first stop was just north of the town to look for Wallcreeper – no joy but our first Alpine Swifts and Blue 

Rock Thrush overhead. The nearby dam area was explored but was quite quiet, due to the continuing hot and 

sunny weather meaning few migrants. We saw Stonechats, another closer Caucasian Black Grouse and Dipper. 

Our next stop was a small Griffon Vulture colony which was actually free of any vulture when we arrived. We 

eventually saw several in flight, as well as Lammergeiers, Black Kites, Golden Eagle and Long-legged Buzzard. 

Two Griffon Vultures landed on the nest ledges and as we were discussing their ages, they mated. So, we think, 

near-adult – maybe teenagers… Before lunch, we managed a short stop in a small, wooded park in Kezbagi 

which added Blue Tit, Treecreeper and a very active (presumably freshly arrived), Red-breasted Flycatcher. We 

also saw a beautiful Red Squirrel with a grey body. 

 

After lunch back at the hotel, we revisited the quarry area at Kobi to try for Wallcreeper again, but nothing was 

happening, so we retraced our steps, taking the opportunity to pop into a riverside restaurant to grab a real 

coffee – a very welcome 25 minute diversion. Onward to the first rock face near the Gergeti church road and 

this time, Linda came up trumps finding the Wallcreeper which was feeding at the top of a gully. Welcome as this 

was, it wasn’t too kind since it flew out of view after a short while. Our last stop was back at the edge of town 

scanning the snow fields and seeing both the other groups we’d seen also with the same idea. We had our best 

views of Mountain Chiffchaff here singing in the small birches and sallows. Back at the hotel in time to freshen 

up before our last meal – traditional dumpling (Khinkali), but not before checking the roadside at the front of 

the hotel, where two Rock Buntings were feeding. 

Day 5                                                                                  Tuesday 26th April 

Hot and sunny throughout 

 

Today we were heading back to Tbilisi so after breakfast, we thanked our hotel staff for looking after us so well 

and got on the road just after 8am. Our first stop was in the Truso valley and, as the road is busy with lorries, 

they organise a one-way system across the first pass. Once on our way, our stop in the beautiful snowfields gave 

us our first Whinchat and Mistle Thrush of the trip. A few elusive Twite seen by some whetted the appetite, but 

a couple of high pass stops provided us all with great views of these beautifully subtle birds showing their pink 

rumps. The next stop was thanks to Nika finding a roadside Caucasian Horned Lark. What an amazing looking 

bird too. 

 

After lunch at the main Gudauri viewpoint, we had a short coffee and woodland walk stop in the next to the 

Zhinvali Reservoir. We actually had some rain – a few drops transported from an out of sight cloud. Adding 

Cuckoo, Greenfinch and Robin to the trip list was welcome but the icing on the cake was a Red-breasted 

Flycatcher coming in to bathe with a male Redstart, Greenfinch, Chiffchaff and Great Tit. All birds were either 
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splashing about or preening in the bush above the water – so good! By now it was very hot and with c90 minutes 

to the city hotel, we got back on the bus, arriving in the city at 5.30pm for a quick recharge (adding Laughing 

Dove, Little Egret and Night Heron to the trip list), before heading out to a local restaurant for an utterly 

fantastic meal – course after course, local wine, more courses, and lots of laughter. We were back in the hotel by 

9pm, ready for tomorrow!  

Day 6                                                                            Wednesday 27th April 

Hot and sunny throughout 

 

What a day! Well, it was quite a long one, but we certainly reaped many rewards. Some of the party opted for a 

short city walk in the morning sunshine. Then, after breakfast, we transferred into three four-wheel drive 

vehicles, complete with walkie-talkies. Our first stop was a bit of pine forest in the outskirts of the city. Our main 

quest was Krüper’s Nuthatch but we saw no sign here – a singing Woodlark was a good start, alongside many 

Queen of Spain Fritillaries and Wall Butterflies. We also saw three Spur-thighed Tortoises including two mating! 

A third stop later in the morning was far more productive with a strange song which we hoped would be Green 

Warbler – and it was. A few minutes later, we were all watching a pair of Krüper’s Nuthatches – gorgeous! It was 

now noon, so a perfectly placed tree trunk acted as a seat for our picnic.  

 

Next were two reservoirs visits south of Tbilisi – Kumisi and Jandari. Crossing many farmland fields, we heard 

and saw the first of many Corn Buntings, a few Hoopoes and Crested Larks. At Kumisi Reservoir shore itself, 

our first wetland habitat of the tour, we saw many great species for the first time. Ruddy Shelduck, Garganey, 

Red-crested Pochard, many Black-winged Stilt, Little Ringed Plover, Wood Sandpiper, Spotted Redshank and 

Marsh Harrier. Overhead, small groups of European Bee-eaters passed by, calling. A drive around the other side 

of the lake to check on a group of gulls didn’t reveal the much sought-after and restricted-range Armenian Gull, 

but Black-headed and Mediterranean Gull. However, the journey itself was worth it with an obligingly perched 

Rock Sparrow, Eastern Black-eared Wheatear, briefly seen Pied and Isabelline Wheatears and a fly-over calling 

Red-throated Pipit. On the shore we added to our wader list with Bar-tailed Godwit (an uncommon bird here), 

summer plumaged Grey Plover, a flock of 17 Red-necked Phalaropes, Whimbrel and three distant Black-necked 

Grebes. We then drove back onto the main road and south-east to Jandari Reservoir which was another rich stop 

for us. Straight away, we saw a large colony of Armenian Gulls of several ages but showing their salient features. 

This species is very like Yellow-legged Gull but is an inland breeding gull, dark-grey backed and rounder headed. 

It’s possible there may well have been a Yellow-legged Gull amongst them (but life is too short….). There were 

also many other things to see – Great Cormorant, Pygmy Cormorant, Great White Egret, Whiskered Terns, 

Spanish Sparrows, Red-backed and Woodchat Shrikes, and then, a flyover Demoiselle Crane – just beautiful!  

 

However, we were some distant from our final destination so reluctantly, we got back in the 4x4s and set off 

across the steppe (reminiscent of the Spanish steppe), complete with many singing Calandra Larks. We had a 

brief stop to enjoy them and a little while later, a Short-toed Lark and a lovely sunset. Once on the main road, we 

headed east for quite some time, arriving tired and ready for our dinner. We quickly dropped off our bags and 

transferred to another fabulous local restaurant for an enormous meal. Phew! Scop’s Owl was heard in the night 

here too. 
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Day 7                                                                                Thursday 28th April 

Hot and sunny throughout 

 

After our breakfast, we headed to a nearby piece of woodland where several Green Warblers were singing and 

allowing good views, with some patience. We added Montagu’s Harrier, Quail, Tree Sparrow, Eastern Orphean 

Warbler and Whitethroat. Onward to a traditional Eagle-Owl site which was rather non-traditional for us this 

time, but some compensation with singing Black-headed Bunting, Egyptian Vulture and Rose-coloured Starlings. 

Tony also saw an Ortolan Bunting. Then across the plains noting a few singing Calandra Larks and displaying 

Isabelline Wheatears. Next was a pair of Rock Nuthatches in a muddy gulley which showed well. We had a scan 

while we ‘scoped an Imperial Eagle’s nest on a pylon and saw our first Black Vulture, Griffon Vulture and a 

welcome Eastern Imperial Eagle overhead. As the green grassland turned to more arid stony ground, we noted a 

Short-toed Lark or two and then Nika noticed another key species – the recently split Turkestan Short-toed 

Lark. A few brief views and then more prolonged views on the ground after a few fly-overs.  

 

We arrived a Dalis Reservoir for our picnic in the shade of a large tree. We could hear Black Francolin calling in 

the distance but had arranged to look for them later in the day. However, with lunch consumed (as much as 

possible – bearing in mind the vast amounts of food we were provided with), we stopped near a particularly loud 

bird and were amazed to see it. Over the next few minutes, we all saw this spectacularly beautiful and shy game 

bird. 

 

At the far side of the dam, we enjoyed several Lesser Kestrels which nest in the nearby building. Scanning some 

nearby steppe, we saw an active group of Rollers, Stock Dove, Chucker and then a White-tailed Eagle! We 

searched some scrub nearby to look for Menetries’s Warbler but there was no sign. We did see Eastern Orphean 

Warbler and Pied Wheatear. Another stop for Menetries’s Warbler near the dam did not succeed, but we added 

Nightingale and Turtle Dove to the trip list before starting our journey back to our hotel and another colossal 

meal. One or two of the group heard Scop’s Owl again. 

Day 8                                                                                     Friday 29th April 

Hot and sunny with an afternoon rain shower. 

 

Our last full day and one in which we worked our way back to Tbilisi. Our first stop was Garaji Lakes which held 

a good variety of species – Temminck’s Stint, Spotted Redshank, Ruff, Red-necked Phalarope and many singing 

Skylarks overhead. A further 10 kilometres along the road and we were at the famous Davit Geraji Monastery. 

We spent some time exploring this site but not ignoring the wildlife with Rock Sparrows, Black Vultures, Pied 

Wheatear and what was perhaps a Pied x Finsch’s Wheatear hybrid! As it was approaching noon, and there was a 

perfectly placed wall to sit on, we had our packed lunch here, overlooking the dramatic landscape – Black and 

Egyptian Vulture and Long-legged Buzzard for company.  

 

Our next destination was back over the steppe to Jandari Lake. On our drive we saw Montagu’s Harrier and our 

first Little Owl. As we reached Jandari, we experienced something new – rain. The weather had been non-stop 

sunshine since we arrived, but today was overcast but still warm. It was thankfully pretty light rain and actually 

may have helped our birdwatching. Our first sighting was another “Tony Special” with a Pallid Harrier which 
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could quite easily have passed us by had Tony not been looking behind us. Next were a flock of Glossy Ibis, 

Little and Common Terns, Armenian Gulls, Great Reed Warbler, Teal and Little Grebe. Across the lake, we 

even managed a Dalmatian Pelican although at some distance. 

 

Our efforts to access another part of the lake went well initially with a gorgeous flock of Rose-coloured Starlings 

drying off after the rain. We then took a route taking us close to the reed-fringed shore and were just enjoying 

White Storks, Purple Herons and an Adult White-tailed Eagle when a truck pulled up and two policemen asked 

us to leave. We managed a couple more minutes as Nika valiantly explained we were birdwatching. But for no 

obvious reason, they persisted, and we had to change our plans. We headed back towards the city via one of 

Nika’s first birdwatching spots overlooking the Mtkvari river and a large heronry with many Night Herons and 

other egrets, both Great and Pygmy Cormorants, many Black Kites and even an Oystercatcher up the river! Nika 

nearly managed to find us a Little Bittern but almost immediately, it hid itself in the reeds. Never mind!  

 

All that remained was a return to the city hotel and dinner. We arrived just before 6pm, allowing a quick refresh 

before walking down to the next door building for our final meal. We had been here for breakfast and noted the 

fine view over the city. This time we went up another floor and were given the corresponding room which 

commanded an even better view. The electronic windows then came down and we consumed as much of the 

meal as we could, in the open air – wonderful. We took this opportunity to thank Nika for his guiding over the 

week and did our final checklist.  

Day 9                                                                                 Saturday 30th April 

Our final breakfast and a shuttle to the airport by 8.30am. It wasn’t the fastest of check-ins, unfortunately, but 

once we’d all got through, we boarded our flight to Istanbul and onward to the UK. 

 

A fabulous holiday in a beautiful country with stunning weather. The mountain specialities were kind to us – 

especially the Güldenstädt’s Redstart and the Great Rosefinch which we saw at low altitude. We had been 

expecting to scan up the slopes to see these two, but seeing them around the town was pretty welcome! 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species lists 
 

Birds (H = Heard only) 
 
     April 2022 

Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea         8 2 40 

Garganey Spatula querquedula         2     

Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata         30   20 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos         3     

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca             15 

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina         2     

Caucasian Grouse Lyrurus mlokosiewiczi 6 14 1         

Black Francolin Francolinus francolinus           2+h   

Caucasian Snowcock Tetraogallus caucasicus   4           

Common Quail Coturnix coturnix           H 2H 

Chukar Partridge Alectoris chukar   H       3 2 

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba     30 10       

Common Swift Apus apus 000s     000s ✓ 20 ✓ 

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus       H H 2+h H 

Rock Dove Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Stock Dove Columba oenas           5   

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus 1       2 2 2 

European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur           5   

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 1       3   2 

Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis       4 5   H 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus         H   1 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra         5   2 

Demoiselle Crane Grus virgo         1     

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis             2 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus         10   8 

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis         3     

Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus             1 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus         ✓     

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus         1     

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola         1     

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius         3   2 

Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus         1   1 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica         1     

Ruff Calidris pugnax         1   2 

Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii             2 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus         17   1 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   5 5 ✓ ✓   ✓ 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus         1     

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola         6   1 

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus         3   1 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia         6   3 

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus         40   1 

Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus         1     

Armenian Gull Larus armenicus         100 1 50 

Little Tern Sternula albifrons             5 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo             4 
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     April 2022 

Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida         25   ✓ 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia         5   10 

Pygmy Cormorant Microcarbo pygmaeus         1   2 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo         3   10 

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus             1lo 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax       1 1   50 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides         2     

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis         10   ✓ 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea         3 1 2 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea             2 

Great Egret Ardea alba         1   3 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta       2 ✓   ✓ 

Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus             1 

Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus   4 6         

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus         1 2 2 

Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus 1 2 5 1   2 3 

Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus           3 8 

Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus           1   

Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca           3   

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos     1 2       

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 2   1 1       

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus         5 1 5 

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus             1 

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus     1     3 1 

Black Kite Milvus migrans     12   1   30 

White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla           1 1 

Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus     1       2 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 8 1 5 2 1     

Little Owl Athene noctua             1 

Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops         H H H 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops         8 4 5 

European Roller Coracias garrulus           3 6 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis         1     

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster         50 ✓ ✓ 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major       H     1 

Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni           5   

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 3 2 2 1 3   1 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1             

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio         1     

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator         2 3 3 

Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus             H 

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 4 2 5 3 2 2 2 

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica 10       15 ✓ ✓ 

Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 10 1 10 ✓       

Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus 6     8       

Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula           50 ✓ 

Rook Corvus frugilegus       4 ✓   ✓ 

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 20 ✓ 2 3 15 ✓ ✓ 

Northern Raven Corvus corax 30 ✓ ✓ 5 ✓     

Coal Tit Periparus ater 2 3 10 4 2     

Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   1 3 2       
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     April 2022 

Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Great Tit Parus major 4 5 7 ✓ 2 2   

Woodlark Lullula arborea         3     

Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis         5 1 30 

Crested Lark Galerida cristata         5 ✓ ✓ 

Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris       1       

Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla         1 2   

Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra         30+ 5 10+ 

Turkestan Short-toed Lark Alaudala heinei           1+   

Sand Martin Riparia riparia         20 2   

Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris 1 7 5 3       

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica   2 1 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 4   3 ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti       H     H 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus H H   3 H     

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   3 1         

Mountain Chiffchaff Phylloscopus sindianus 2 H 2         

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 5 5 2 2 1 2 1 

Green Warbler Phylloscopus nitidus         1 4 1 

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus             1 

Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 6 1   1 H 2 2 

Lesser Whitethroat Curruca curruca 1       2 1 2 

Eastern Orphean Warbler Curruca crassirostris           3 1 

Common Whitethroat Curruca communis           2   

Goldcrest Regulus regulus         H     

Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes H   2         

Krüper's Nuthatch Sitta krueperi         2     

Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer           3   

Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea       H       

Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria     1         

Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris     1         

Rosy Starling Pastor roseus           50 c100 

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos           H H 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus       2       

Common Blackbird Turdus merula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 4 2 2 

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 5 15 9 ✓       

European Robin Erithacus rubecula       2       

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos           H   

Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva     1 1   1 2 

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 3 10 10 3     1 

Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 2 3 4 3       

Güldenstädt's Redstart Phoenicurus erythrogastrus 7             

Common Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis   1           

Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius     1     1   

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra       1 2 1   

European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola     2     1   

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 6 ✓ ✓ ✓ 5 5 1 

Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina         1 5 2 

Eastern Black-eared 
Wheatear 

Oenanthe melanoleuca         1 3   

Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka         1 3 3 
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     April 2022 

Common name Scientific name 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Finsch's Wheatear (hybrid 
Pied) 

Oenanthe finschii             1 

White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus   2 2 1       

Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia         1   3 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus           10   

Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis         30   20 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓   1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris 2             

Dunnock Prunella modularis 4 4 15 ✓       

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava   3 3     20 1 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 3 2 4 2       

White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 2 1 2 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 1             

Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus         1     

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 50 ✓ ✓ ✓       

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 4 ✓ 20 ✓ ✓     

Hawfinch Coccothraustes 
coccothraustes 

      H       

Eurasian Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula   1           

Great Rosefinch Carpodacus rubicilla   4           

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris       2 ✓     

Twite Linaria flavirostris       15       

Common Linnet Linaria cannabina     H     8 2 

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis H 2 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ 1 

Red-fronted Serin Serinus pusillus 3 8 H         

Eurasian Siskin Spinus spinus   H           

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Rock Bunting Emberiza cia   2 4       H 

Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana           1   

Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala           2 1 

 
Mammals 
 

 

  April 2022 

Common name Scientific name        

Mammals                 

East Caucasian Tur Capra cylindricornis  10 15           

Eurasian Red Squirrel  Sciurus vulgaris      1         

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes   D           

Brown Bear Ursus arctos 3             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Green Sandpiper 
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Others 
 

Butterflies   

Common Swallowtail Papilio machaon 

Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius 

Large White Pieris brassicae 

Small White Pieris rapae 

Common Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines  

Clouded Yellow  Colias crocea  

Common Wood White Leptidea sinapis  

Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi  

Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 

Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 

Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus  

Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa 

Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros 

Painted Lady  Vanessa cardui  

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae 

Queen of Spain Fritillary  Issoria lathonia  

Common Wall Brown  Lasiommata megera 

    

Moths   

A moth Ochodontia adutaria 

A moth Evergestis frumentalis 

Pale Shoulder Acontia lucida 

    

Reptiles   

Caucasian Agama Paralaudakia caucasia 

Spur-thighed Tortoise Testudo graeca 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Caucasian Black Grouse habitat by Linda Graham 


