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Tour Leader:    Robert Ntakor  Local Guide & Ornithologist   

   
Participants:   Pete Matthews  

    Judith Matthews  

    Richard Munns  

    Joan Munns   

    Simon Levene  

    Raymond Shewan   

Day 1 Saturday 11th May 

We landed at Accra a few minutes early at 20.15pm (on the Greenwich Meridian, like London) and we were 

through immigration and customs by 21.15 having changed money into Ghanaian Cedis. Our guide Robert 

Nkator met us outside. We also met our other travelling companions Raymond and Simon as well as Robert’s 

assistant and butterfly expert Philip and driver Appias (he of the long curly eyelashes). 

 

We had a drive of about an hour to Alexis Hotel to reach an area close to the birding site we would visit 

tomorrow.  Philip made sure we took in plenty of drinking water when we reached the hotel. The rooms had 

names of trees, Judith & Pete had Cherry, which was no problem.  Joan and Richard were given a key with 

‘Beech’ on it and couldn’t find the room because it was called ‘Peach’ – near enough! Joan and Richard ate Joan’s 

other picnic sandwich of cottage cheese and blackcurrant jam with a cup of coffee made in their room. We went 

to bed about 23.00… 

Day 2 Sunday 12th May 

Hot and steamy all day with lots of sun and some puffy clouds, no sign of rain 

Joan and Richard decided to get up at about 3.45am because they were wide awake having slept so well on the 

plane!  We sorted out water for showers, and breakfast was a selection of toast, omelette, jam, marmalade and 

Nescafe. We set off at 5.30am to drive 30 minutes to Shai Hills Resource Reserve seeing Village Weaver on the 

way and stopping for us all to see a Piapiac, the only time we saw this species on the trip. 

 

Robert led us off on our first walk with Philip following, carrying reserve water supplies and biscuits as well as 

identifying the butterflies for us. When we set off on the level path it was quite muddy but had mostly dried by 

the time we returned about 2½ hours later.  This first walk was in the shadow of a rocky cliff so we were 

sheltered from the morning sun. The first species we encountered was a Common Wattle-eye, which we only 

heard but then we saw Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, Yellow-billed Kite, Common Bulbul, Red-eyed Dove, 

Western Grey Plantain-eater, Vinaceous Dove, Black Coucal, Splendid Sunbird, Croaking Cisticola and Cliff 

Chat (this sounds easier than it was as the birds didn’t stay still for long and it took several attempts for us all to 

have good views). A Stone Partridge was heard a long way off and we saw a Senegal Coucal, then Robert saw a 

Violet Turaco a long way away and a few of us saw it properly lurking deep inside a tree. Whilst we were trying 

to see the Turaco we also had excellent views of Red-shouldered Cuckoo-Shrike and Copper Sunbird. 
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As we walked on, butterflies including Citrus Swallowtail, Common Tiger and Common Leopard surrounded us. 

We soon saw Senegal Eremomela then heard and later saw Vieillot's Barbet and Grey-backed Camaroptera.  

Two Snowy-crowned Robin-Chats flew across the track but only those in front saw them properly, but we all 

had great views of Northern Puffback. Senegal Parrots flew around and later settled to defoliate a bush at the top 

of the cliff and we all had excellent views through the three telescopes belonging to Robert, Raymond and 

Simon. In this area we also saw African Thrush, Yellow-mantled Weaver, African Pygmy Kingfisher and 

Levaillant's Cuckoo. 

 

The sun was beginning to peep over the cliff so Robert decided we should turn back. Violet Turacos were calling 

nearby but wouldn’t be lured into view, then Stone Partridges were heard very close and Robert played their calls 

and they replied but didn’t move from where they were sitting. The local ranger located them so we crept into 

the shrubs and all had good views of a group of four preening birds. By this time the sun was hot and butterflies 

surrounded us and we added Veined Swallowtail, Calypso Caper White, Common Grass Yellow and Painted 

Caper White to our list. We all had good views of Short-winged Cisticola and while some of us were admiring 

vivid velvety Red Spider Mites, Tambourine Dove and Black-crowned Tchagra were seen. We all got back 

together to see Lead-coloured Flycatcher before walking back to the car park seeing a troupe of Olive Baboons 

on the way. 

 

After a short rest we set off in a different direction (the end of the loop road) and walked past a fenced area 

around a group of farmed Ostriches.  This open grassy area was easy to see across and we all had fantastic views 

of a Violet Turaco preening showing all its wonderful colours. This was typical birding, having tried so hard to 

see this species earlier this one was almost showing off! Whilst we were all appreciating the Turaco, an African 

Grey Hornbill flew over. This walk was slightly uphill but we didn’t go very far but managed to see Fork-tailed 

Drongo, Black-billed Wood Dove, Grey Kestrel, Purple Glossy Starling, Pied Crow, African Palm Swift, White-

shouldered Black Tit, Yellowbill as well as Common Striped Swallowtail and Pale Bubble Blue butterflies. 

 

We drove back to the Alexis Hotel at 11.00 for our 11.30 lunch.  Whilst in their room Joan & Richard thought 

they could hear a House Sparrow outside and peered out to find a Bronze Mannikin sitting on their windowsill - 

this very close view showed just how tiny mannikins are. Lunch was a very nice buffet of chicken, beef with 

vegetables, rice, pasta in sauce, beans and hot sauce with a special of Tilapia for Joan. Dessert was fresh mango 

and pineapple - delicious.  

 

We loaded into the bus, complete with all luggage at 12.15 and drove to Sakumono Lagoon near the huge docks 

of Accra and just across the road from a sandy beach.  We had to cross a railway line to comfortably look across 

the lagoon but the rail tracks were rusty suggesting little if any use. Robert said there weren’t many birds but we 

still saw Cattle Egret, Little Egret, Western Reef Egret, Great Egret, Long-tailed Cormorant, African Wattled 

Lapwing, Black-winged Stilt, Common Greenshank, Green-backed Heron, Common Sandpiper, Pied Kingfisher, 

White-faced Whistling Duck, Common Moorhen, Spur-winged Lapwing, Intermediate Egret, European Marsh 

Harrier and Whimbrel. We stayed about 20 minutes before continuing our journey around and through Accra. It 

was 15.10 when we reached Winneba Plain, an open grassy area that is regularly burned and was mostly nice new 

young grass to walk on. The small areas that had escaped burning were quite hard walking. We saw Senegal 

Coucal, Yellow-mantled Weaver, African Wattled Lapwing probably with chicks by their behaviour, African 

Hobby, Red-necked Buzzard, Copper Sunbird, Red-winged Warbler, and Flappet Lark (this bird was high in the 

sky but we could hear its wings as they flapped despite a freshening breeze roaring in our ears). 
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Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Levaillant’s Cuckoo, Barn Swallow, Yellow-billed Shrike, Simple Leaflove, Black-

shouldered Kite and after some diligent searching Black-bellied Bustard were also seen here. We loaded up again 

at 17.15 but hadn’t gone far before we stopped to look for a Striped Kingfisher seen by Appias but we couldn’t 

find it; a little later we did stop and see a Woodland Kingfisher. 

 

We arrived at Rainforest Lodge Kakum National Park at 19.00 and were soon installed for four nights in very 

nice rooms. There was time for a very quick wash before dinner of mushroom soup, spaghetti bolognese, boiled 

potatoes & vegetables and grilled Tilapia for Joan followed by mango & pineapple for dessert. We pre-selected 

our meals for most the rest of the trip so everyone had something different but we generally started with soup 

and had mango & pineapple for dessert. After completing the bird list we had showers and got ready for 

tomorrow before bed at around 22.15. 

Day 3 Monday 13th May 

Sunny first thing but there was soon some cloud to lessen the heat, dry all day 

There were Bronze Mannikins nesting outside the entrance to Judith & Pete and Joan & Richard’s rooms. We 

were up for breakfast at 5.00.  We had rice porridge, toast & jam or marmalade plus omelette and frankfurters if 

desired. We left at 5.30 for the 20-minute drive to Kakum National Park Visitor Centre. On the way we saw 

Yellow-billed Kite and Pied Crow then around the car park we saw Cattle Egret and Common Bulbul. 

 

The climb to the entrance to the Canopy Walkway was on big stone slabs so required some concentration, there 

were also some big steps for little legs in the stone staircase. From the entrance it was a level forest walk to the 

actual suspension bridges. It was still not very light yet, especially in the forest, we heard lots of birds but 

visibility was poor. Our first expedition onto the canopy walkway was short to the first platform where we stayed 

for about an hour and saw Velvet-mantled Drongo, Collared Sunbird, Little Green Sunbird, African Emerald 

Cuckoo, Speckled Tinkerbird, Slender-billed Greenbul, Blue Cuckoo-Shrike, White-headed Wood-Hoopoe, 

Melancholy Woodpecker, Red-headed Malimbe, Golden Greenbul, Copper-tailed Glossy Starling, Black-winged 

Oriole, Fire-bellied Woodpecker, Honeyguide Greenbul, Black Sparrowhawk, Little Green Woodpecker, Sabine's 

Puffback, Grosbeak Weaver, African Piculet, Cassin's Honeybird, Chestnut Wattle-eye, Yellow-throated 

Tinkerbird, Yellow-whiskered Greenbul, African Pied Hornbill, Common Swift, Western Black-headed Oriole, 

Hairy-breasted Barbet, Piping Hornbill and Cassin's Spinetail. Mammals seen were Slender-tailed Squirrel and 

Gambian Sun Squirrel. 

 

We now crossed two suspension bridges to the next large platform. The first bird seen from this platform was 

African Green Pigeon and we could watch Yellow-mantled Weavers collecting food for their young all the time 

from this platform. We continued adding new birds to our list seeing Rufous-crowned Eremomela, Yellow-

footed Honeyguide, Blue-throated Roller, Naked-faced Barbet, Chestnut-breasted Negrofinch, Yellow-browed 

Camaroptera, Grey-headed (-crowned) Negrofinch and Bioko Batis. We crossed two more bridges arriving at 

our third platform stop in time to see an African Harrier-Hawk raiding tree holes with birds nesting inside.  

From this platform we added Sharpe's Apalis and Chestnut-capped Flycatcher to our tally. It was about 10.30 by 

now and the canopy walkway was open to tourists just for the adventure and not for bird watching so we took 

the last two suspension bridges back to solid ground and descended below the walkway.   
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As we walked in the forest below we saw plenty of birds to add to our list; Western Bearded Greenbul, Finsch's 

Flycatcher Thrush, Icterine Greenbul and Blue-billed Malimbe. Robert played the call of the Rufous-sided 

Broadbill speculatively but heard no reply at all. He was much more successful in enticing Forest Robin and 

Western Bluebill into view. 

 

During our descent to the visitor centre we also saw Grey-throated Flycatcher.  We had a look around the shop 

and purchased various items discovering much later that the sizes of tee and polo shirts are not generous. L is 

equivalent to a small to medium so at least one size larger than expected is recommended.  Joan is not 

complaining she now has two new good quality polo shirts! Whilst we sat on the bus we saw Pin-tailed Whydah. 

Just outside the Visitor Centre entrance we stopped for the purchase of bananas that were shared between us 

over the next couple of days. 

 

We arrived back at 12.30 to be greeted by our resident Bronze Mannikins.  Lunch was served almost immediately 

and it was very good. We looked at the swimming pool even though we didn’t want to swim but we hoped to 

find a shady outside seating area.  There were chairs under cover near the pool but instead we stayed in our 

rooms relaxing and reading for a while then went outside to see Northern Grey-headed Sparrow and African 

Pied Wagtail. Robert also saw Palm-nut Vulture but it was just a leader’s bird as none of us saw it. 

 

We gathered at 15.30 and saw Woodland Kingfisher and Barn Swallow outside the lodge before leaving for 

Kakum National Park Visitor Centre again. We set off again to walk to the canopy walkway but didn’t get far as a 

group as Judith and Pete returned to the Visitor Centre where they looked at the displays, saw a Little Greenbul 

and studied the social behaviour of Pied Crows. The rest of us climbed to the entrance to the walkway then went 

on a loop trail in the forest because the canopy walkway was by now noisy with adventurers. The forest was very 

quiet to start with but we saw lots of butterflies adding Western Red Glider and Yellow Glider to our sightings.  

We had several glimpses of Grey-headed Bristlebill before we came across an enormous Kapok tree, labelled 

with the local name Onyina, with a buttressed trunk that had been engraved 338. This was the number it was 

assigned by the logging company that owned the land. Kapok is not a valuable timber so the huge tree survived 

and has now been in the National Park for 25 years. Raymond took photos of the group with several cameras; it 

was a pity Judith & Pete were not there. 

 

As we walked along, an African Pygmy Kingfisher shot out of its nest hole and disappeared into the trees. It was 

so fast it was subliminal. We entered the territory of a Rufous-sided Broadbill and Robert played the call but the 

birds were having an away day. A Blue-headed Wood Dove was heard and soon came to a recording of its call 

and we had brilliant views. We soon came to the exit from the canopy walkway where we had left it this morning 

and Robert went around with Raymond and Simon. Philip walked back to the Visitor Centre with Joan and 

Richard. On the way down we saw Chestnut Wattle-eye, Fire-footed Rope Squirrel and the following butterflies; 

Gambian Nymph, Common False Head, Blue Diadem and Common Pathfinder. 

 

It was about 18.00 when Joan & Richard joined Judith & Pete and Philip broke out bananas and biscuits for us.  

We sat outside until we had fed enough biting insects then got inside the bus where it was more comfortable.  

Raymond appeared about 18.30 and told us they had seen Superb Sunbird, Black-Bee-eater and Brown-cheeked 

Hornbill. Robert & Simon got back at 18.55.  We had 5 minutes trying for Fraser’s Eagle Owl but there was no 

response so we drove back to the lodge arriving at 19.15 for our 19.40 dinner, followed by the bird list and bed. 
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Day 4 Tuesday 14th May 

Glorious sunny morning, cloud and rain around midday but the cloud cleared again 

towards evening 

We said good morning to our Bronze Mannikin neighbours again before breakfast at 5.00am. Today we had real 

oatmeal porridge, which was all consumed.  There was also toast, jam, marmalade, omelette and beans plus tea or 

coffee. We left for the Kakum National Park western corridor at 5.30am and saw Pied Crow, Yellow-billed Kite, 

Cattle Egret, Common Fiscal and Black-winged (Red) Bishop on the way. 

 

We walked very slowly along a track between the edge of the forest and farmland stopping long and often to see 

lots of new bird species in the perfect morning light.  During the first almost four hours of the morning, starting 

about 6.15am we saw Collared Sunbird, Chestnut-breasted Negrofinch, Didric Cuckoo displaying, Green 

Crombec, Olive-bellied Sunbird, White-throated Bee-eater, Grey-headed (-crowned) Negrofinch, Grey-backed 

Camaroptera, African Pied Hornbill, Melancholy Woodpecker, Common Bulbul, Speckled Tinkerbird, Superb 

Sunbird, African Green Pigeon, Rufous-crowned Eremomela, Olive Sunbird, Splendid Glossy Starling, Vieillot's 

Black Weaver, Klaas's Cuckoo, Swamp Palm Bulbul, Red-rumped Tinkerbird, Johanna's Sunbird, Yellow-

throated Tinkerbird, Little Green Woodpecker, Willcock's Honeyguide, Western Nicator, Thick-billed 

Honeyguide, Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher, Green Hylia, Buff-throated Sunbird, Yellow-mantled Weaver, 

Little Green Sunbird, Narrow-tailed Starling, Black-and White Mannikin, Preuss's Cliff Swallow, Tit Hylia (these 

tiny birds were a very long away and not easy to see), Copper-tailed Glossy Starling, Velvet-mantled Drongo, 

Red-vented Malimbe, Splendid Glossy Starling, Violet-backed Hyliota, Forest Chestnut-winged Starling, 

Common Swift, Hairy-breasted Barbet was heard, Fire-bellied Woodpecker, Slender-billed Greenbul, Little 

Greenbul, Black-Bee-eater, White-breasted Negrofinch (only seen by Simon because once identified by Robert it 

disappeared never to be seen again), Bristle-nosed Barbet and White-crested Hornbill was heard but did not 

respond to a recording of its call because it was too far away.  We also saw several butterflies including Blue 

Diadem, Soldier Pansy, Abadima acraea, Guineafowl and we also saw a huge Variegated Grasshopper. During our 

return walk we saw African Cuckoo-Hawk and Village Weaver. 

 

We arrived back at the bus about 10.15 and drove to the town of Twifo Praso where it was market day, one of 

two each week, and it was total chaos with triple parking in places as goods were delivered and collected.  

Perhaps it was just as well we didn’t understand the local language! We were stuck in a traffic jam for about 15 

minutes but it was very entertaining whilst moving slowly though the town we saw Hooded Vulture these birds 

have become rare in recent years for a variety of reasons. People don’t like them and kill them, the veterinary 

medicine Diclofenac is a problem but more so further north, and there was a disease that killed the Coconut 

Palms that they prefer to nest in. We also saw Ethiopian Swallow on a first floor balcony and Northern Grey-

headed Sparrow on the telegraph poles. After a few days in Ghana we realised we had hardly seen any dogs or 

cats and the few we had seen were obviously much loved pets Instead goats are everywhere and what a good 

idea; they eat almost anything other than meat and they produce milk and meat. We parked in a fuel station and 

walked the short distance to a bridge over the River Pra. The bridge was a shared road and railway bridge until 

about 15 years ago but now is used only by road traffic even though the railway lines are still there.  The sun had 

made the metal bridge burningly hot so we had to careful what we touched. There was a big Palm Oil processing 

plant near the bridge. Palm Oil is extracted from the kernels whilst red Palm Oil is extracted from the red skins 

of the Palm kernels. 
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From the bridge we saw Rock Pratincole, White-headed Lapwing, African Jacana, White-throated Blue Swallow, 

Brown Sunbird, Laughing Dove, Barn Swallow, Water Thick-Knee, African Palm Swift and Little Swift. 

 

Whilst we were away from the bus Appias had bought some fresh peanuts which he shared with us all. They 

were delicious quite unlike raw peanuts at home. Those of us that like our imported raw peanuts didn’t care for 

them at all. We drove a very short distance to the village of Ntafriwaso to see a breeding colony of Preuss’s Cliff 

Swallows in a bridge beneath the road. There were hundreds of them and they almost moved as a single body 

swooping in out and through one section of the two section bridge. All the nests were in this section and they 

never even flew through the other side. 

 

It was 13.15 when we got back to the lodge and had lunch immediately.  We had various chicken dishes with 

potatoes and vegetables and Judith had fried plantain and Simon had a big pile of chips.  Joan went around the 

lodge taking photographs and saw Bar-breasted Firefinch she managed to get Richard to see it but it flew away 

just as Judith & Pete managed to reach the right spot.  Later a pair of Woodland Kingfishers was seen in the 

garden. 

 

At 15.30 we set off in the bus and turned down the road into Natella School complex near to the Kakum 

National Park entrance.  We drove past all the buildings but soon stopped to see Little Bee-eater and Pin-tailed 

Whydah - this was lazy birding from the bus. The bus took us as far as the track permitted then we walked into 

Abrafo Forest starting about 16.00. It was very quiet to start with but we soon found Yellow-whiskered 

Greenbul and Ussher's Flycatcher. We didn’t walk very far and stopped in a forest clearing from which we 

watched White-headed Wood-Hoopoe digging under the bark of a tree trying to find some grubs. A Yellow-

spotted Barbet was heard then three Red-billed Helmet-Shrikes came and sat for ages enabling us all to really 

study them. Cassin's Spinetail flew overhead and some Copper-tailed Glossy Starling stayed around for ages.  

Before we started back we had excellent views of Blue-throated Brown Sunbird. As we walked back we heard 

Yellow-billed Turaco but it was too dark to see green birds in green trees but we had a great view of Banded 

Swallowtail Butterfly.  We did manage to see a juvenile Long-tailed Hawk in the dusk but it was very close having 

come in response to Robert’s recording of its call. 

 

We saw a glorious red sunset before returning to the lodge at 18.45.  There was time for showers and a bit of 

sorting out before dinner of spicy chicken soup and various pre-selected meals. Simon managed to have 

spaghetti with tomato sauce for his option having grown tired of veggie pizza. After doing the bird list Robert 

told us of the plan for tomorrow then we all had an early night at 21.15. 

Day 5 Wednesday 15th May 

Sunny all morning then cloudy and quite windy later.  There were some big thunderstorms 

circling but luckily they missed us 

Up for breakfast at 5.00 and to say good morning to our Bronze Mannikin neighbours. We got away at 5.24 

today - we are obviously improving!  We drove back towards Abrafo Forest again seeing Pied Crow on the way.  

This time we stopped not far beyond the school buildings and watched from the road until it was fully daylight.  

In these few minutes we saw Common Bulbul, Grey-headed (-crowned) Negrofinch, African Goshawk, Lesser 

Striped Swallow, Barn Swallow and Tambourine Dove (which Joan managed to miss yet again). 
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Once it was light we crept into the bushes until we were in a large den within the trees. The first bird we saw was 

Red-cheeked Wattle-eye, a very confiding bird.  Robert played the beautiful song of Puvel's Illadopsis and it went 

round and round us, making seeing it plainly quite a challenge but eventually we all had good views. It sings like a 

Nightingale, looks like a Nightingale and is just as hard to see! We then had good views of Grey-headed 

Bristlebill, this was a catch up for Judith and Pete, and Grey-backed Camaroptera. Some of us saw Sooty Boubou 

and some caught up seeing Little Greenbul for the first time. 

 

Back out on the track we started walking slowly towards the forest and saw Orange-cheeked Waxbill, Piping 

Hornbill, Common Fiscal, Vieillot's Black Weaver, Black-bellied Seedcracker in flight but unmistakable, Red-

eyed Dove, Simple Leaflove, African Green Pigeon, African Pygmy Kingfisher, Fire-bellied Woodpecker, 

Tawny-flanked Prinia, Black-crowned Tchagra, Black-winged (Red) Bishop, Laughing Dove, Red-headed Quelea, 

Olive-bellied Sunbird, Red-faced Cisticola, Sooty Boubou, again a nice catch up for those who missed it earlier, 

Speckled Tinkerbird, Red-vented Malimbe & nests, Woodland Kingfisher and Splendid Glossy Starling. 

 

The bus picked us up at 8.00am and drove us to the same place as yesterday evening and we did the same short 

walk to the forest clearing and back. On the walk and in the clearing we saw Blue-breasted Kingfisher, 

Honeyguide Greenbul, Forest Wood Hoopoe, Slender-billed Greenbul, Copper Sunbird, Ussher's Flycatcher, 

Little Green Sunbird, Western Black-headed Oriole, Green Crombec, Naked-faced Barbet, heard Sharpe's 

Apalis, African Harrier-Hawk being mobbed by Velvet-mantled Drongo, Collared Sunbird, Yellow-billed Kite, 

Brown-cheeked Hornbill the last bird to catch up for those who didn’t do the second circuit of the canopy 

walkway, Tiny Sunbird, so small they were not as big as the leaves on the vine they perched on, and Little Swift 

flying overhead. 

 

We arrived back at the bus at 10.00 and drove back to the lodge stopping briefly to look at perched Little Swift 

and Preuss’s Cliff Swallow. We had half an hour at the lodge from 10.45 to 11.15 then set off again to Cape 

Coast. Robert took us to Castle Beach Restaurant and we ordered food then all, except Raymond, went on a tour 

of Cape Coast Castle, which was built in 1653 by the Swedish and taken by the British in 1665. It served as the 

headquarters of the Committee of Merchants and later the seat of the British Governor. Oscar, a local guide, 

gave us a 45 minute tour that was fascinating and horrendous in equal measure. We first went to the dungeon 

where male slaves were kept whilst waiting for a ship to take them across the Atlantic Ocean to the Americas.  

From the jetty where the slaves embarked we saw the local fishing fleet of very narrow hulled boats that didn’t 

seem stable enough for the crashing waves of the Gulf of Guinea. Our final visit was to the ‘Cell’ where trouble 

makers were put to die. There was no light or ventilation in the room and the miscreants were just left until they 

all died. Bodies were not removed until all of those inside were dead.  Man’s inhumanity to man in spades. We 

purchased books about slavery and the castles, of which there are several others, all along the Ghanaian coast. 

 

Our Coca-colas were not nearly so icy cold when we got back to finish them and eat our various lunches. We 

relaxed until 14.30 and watched the tide come in. Raymond went and bought some souvenirs to take home 

including some very colourful fabric. It was a very short drive to Cape Coast Lagoon just behind the sandy beach 

where a notice told us Fosu Lagoon was being restored with the help of German finance.  In the 15 minutes we 

stayed we saw Little Grebe, Long-tailed Cormorant, African Jacana, Cattle Egret, Pied Kingfisher, Intermediate 

Egret, Malachite Kingfisher, Orange Weaver and Lanner Falcon that swooped round hoping to catch an Orange 

Weaver. 
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Continuing along the road we saw Little Bee-eater, White-throated Bee-eater, Senegal Coucal and Hooded 

Vulture. Our destination was Brenu Beach Road where the bus parked and we walked away from the beach. The 

weather was very heavy and we were all a bit lethargic until we reached a bridge across a creek and an African 

Finfoot splashed away out of sight. We went down the bank and searched all along the edges of the creek and we 

saw Village Weaver, Vieillot's Black Weaver, Green-backed Heron, African Wattled Lapwing, Western Reef 

Egret and Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat but no sign of the Finfoot. Robert concluded we must have walked past 

the bird because they never move very far so we searched all the way back to the road having good views of 

Common Wattle-eye that we had only heard previously. Philip was despatched to the other side of the creek to 

an area we couldn’t see but found nothing then Robert spotted the bird creeping out of hiding and we all had 

excellent views of this mythical bird. It was the fastest any of us had moved for ages! 

 

After this unexpected triumph we returned to walking along the road and saw Oriole Warbler, Sulphur-breasted 

Bush-Shrike, Bar-breasted Firefinch much appreciated by those who missed it at the lodge, Singing Cisticola, 

Short-winged Cisticola, Red-faced Cisticola, Plain-backed Pipit, Yellow-mantled Widowbird, Western Grey 

Plantain-eater, Levaillant's Cuckoo, heard Yellow-crowned Gonolek, African Palm Swift, Common Swift and 

Red-necked Buzzard. Appias came along with the bus so we didn’t have to walk back. We drove a short distance 

than stopped to see Mosque Swallow perched on a wire close to a Laughing Dove and they looked much the 

same size. 

 

We drove about an hour to Cape Coast reservoir where Robert led us into a field and called us a Fraser's Eagle 

Owl that we saw in the last vestige of daylight. Robert really has got his timings perfect because we could just see 

the colours of the bird without disturbing it with a spotlight. It was just 30 minutes back to the lodge where we 

showered before dinner and bird list, and did as much packing as possible in anticipation of a very early start 

tomorrow before bed at 21.30. 

Day 6 Thursday 16th May 

Rain overnight and first thing.  Lots of cloud to cloud lightning early on. Dry and sunny from 

midday 

Up for breakfast at 4.30 and we had real oatmeal porridge again, lovely. Said goodbye to our little Bronze 

Mannikin neighbours and set off at 5.00.  It was light by 5.40. After daylight alongside the road we saw Pied 

Crow, Yellow-billed Kite, Cattle Egret, Hooded Vulture, Woodland Kingfisher, Preuss's Cliff Swallow, Common 

Bulbul, African Palm Swift, Common Swift, Little Swift, African Pied Hornbill, Red-eyed Dove, Senegal Coucal 

and Northern Grey-headed Sparrow. We arrived at Aboabo north of Kakum National Park as predicted exactly 

2 hours after leaving Rainforest Lodge.  The road was a mixture of gravel and red mud and it was difficult for 

some vehicles. We had had one short delay for a comfort stop. It was still raining quite fast when we stopped 

and some of us went for waterproof coats, jackets or ponchos, others for umbrellas but Simon decided he would 

just get wet and dry off in due course and this was probably a good idea. Waterproofs soon became 

uncomfortably hot and bird watching is very difficult whilst using an umbrella. Birds seem not to like rain either 

and we saw very little and nothing new until the rain stopped! We hadn’t actually moved very far when the rain 

eased after about 30 minutes and Raymond went back to the bus and collected his telescope.   
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Bird’s began to move and we saw African Harrier-Hawk, Kemp's Longbill lurking in a thick tangle, Splendid 

Glossy Starling, Maxwell's Black Weaver, Grey-headed (-crowned) Negrofinch, Fraser's Forest Flycatcher, 

Collared Sunbird, Little Greenbul, Speckled Tinkerbird, Yellow-mantled Weaver, Blue-throated Brown Sunbird, 

Red-billed Helmet-Shrike, Green Crombec, heard Hairy-breasted Barbet and saw African Green Pigeon. All the 

waterproofs and umbrellas soon went away in our bags and bird watching became much easier.  We saw Red-

headed Malimbe, Velvet-mantled Drongo, a pair of Buff-spotted Woodpecker that led us a merry dance as they 

pursued each other around the forest, some of the group had a fleeting glimpse of Dusky-blue Flycatcher others 

saw the bouncing branch the bird had just left, Finsch's Flycatcher Thrush, Olive Sunbird, Chestnut-breasted 

Negrofinch, Little Green Sunbird, Crested Malimbe, Chestnut Wattle-eye, Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher, Grey 

Longbill and Naked-faced Barbet. We heard a Rufous-sided Broadbill, a first in itself and Robert played the 

bird’s call in hope more than expectation because they notoriously will not leave cover.  We spent quite a while 

peering into the forest but saw no movement at all… 

 

The day began to warm up and butterflies took to the air and we saw Black Pages that settled on our hands to 

drink our sweat, Banded Swallowtail and Yellow Glider. Walking on a short distance we saw Fire-bellied 

Woodpecker and Cassin's Spinetail then decided to turn back.  Judith spotted a weaver at the very top of a tall 

tree and Robert was very pleased as we all had great views of Preuss's (Golden-backed) Weaver. 

 

We got back to where we had heard the Rufous-sided Broadbill and Robert decided we should go into the forest 

and find it. Once we were all in a satisfactory position Robert played a recording of the bird’s call and a Rufous-

sided Broadbill soon appeared.  The bird had an extraordinary way of moving, it leapt up vertically then shot 

sideways to a new perch where it dropped vertically appearing not to use its wings at all in this movement.  We 

watched for some time hoping that we would see a display but this bird was not in the mood and just flew away 

after several minutes of our observation. Whilst in the forest we heard an Olive Long-tailed Cuckoo but there 

was no response to Robert playing the call possibly it was too far away to care about another bird being around. 

Appias came along with the bus and we felt very guilty getting on board with our very muddy footwear! 

 

On the drive to Assin Fosu we stopped briefly in Adiemba to see five Hooded Vultures perched on the roof of a 

partly finished building. At the restaurant at Assin Fosu we had jollof rice (rice cooked in tasty broth) with 

chicken, fish and/or vegetables. Outside the restaurant there was small pool with African Jacana and nesting 

Village Weaver and Vieillot's Black Weaver in good positions for photographs. 

 

Our next journey took about an hour and along the way we saw Laughing Dove, Common Fiscal, Barn Swallow 

and Black-winged (Red) Bishop. We arrived at Bonkro village about 14.00 and soon started walking to the 

Picathartes site lead by a local guide who walked carrying his plastic water bottle on his head! The route began as 

an uphill track, where we saw Red-necked Buzzard, but soon entered the forest and we followed a narrow 

winding forest trail that was generally uphill but not steep. About 15.00 we reached the bottom of the steep 

section and took a few moments to fill water bottles.  The last bit was only about 50 metres but it was tough 

climbing for little legs and tin hips but we all safely reached the top and installed ourselves on the wooden 

benches by 15.15. We were all sweating profusely by the time we settled down and sweat bees soon found us so  

Robert sprayed some insect repellent on us to slow them down a bit. We studied the area where the Picathartes 

nest in large mud nests, like giant House Martin nests, on a slightly overhanging rock face.  We sat as still and as 

quietly as we could and waited, the only bird we saw for ages was a passing Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher.   
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At 16.45 the first Yellow-headed Picathartes appeared in trees to our right and it soon went to the large rock in 

the centre of our arena.  A second bird appeared, the sexes are identical with bright yellow bare skin on the head 

and what looks like brown earmuffs.  The bird’s wings when folded almost form a round on the back like a snail.  

They seem to bounce everywhere but are surprisingly confident flyers but having said that one bird tried to fly 

up to the nest but missed completely and flopped back to earth.  There may have been a third bird but we could 

not be certain. 

 

Just after 17.00 we started back down not wanting to be out in the forest after dark.  Apparently we were very 

lucky as the birds are often much later and walking back in the dark is normal. The walk back to the village took 

just under an hour and we left at 18.00 for the 2½hour journey to the Royal Basin Hotel on the edge of Kumasi. 

Judith, Pete & Raymond decided not to eat but Joan & Richard and Simon had soup, a selection of buffet items, 

and pineapple washed down with a much appreciated beer. The bird list was postponed to tomorrow and after 

showering and getting ready for tomorrow it was 23.00 before we got to bed. 

Day 7 Friday 17th May 

Misty and steamy first thing followed by a little sun mid-morning. There was an enormous 

downpour at lunchtime and some smaller showers during the afternoon 

We had a lie-in today not having breakfast until 5.30 and leaving at 6.00 with all our baggage.  We left Kumasi on 

the N6 seeing Laughing Dove and Pied Crow on the way. It took about 30 minutes to reach Bobiri Forest and 

Butterfly Sanctuary and we were dropped off to walk to the Park Headquarters where the bus was waiting for us. 

We saw birds immediately seeing Velvet-mantled Drongo, Red-tailed Greenbul, Crested Malimbe and Red-

thighed Sparrowhawk. Robert played the call of Black Dwarf Hornbill but there was no response, but a while 

later Simon was scanning through his telescope and he found a Black Dwarf Hornbill sitting quietly near the top 

of a tall tree. It stayed a long while and we all had good views. Robert was very pleased because this is the rarest 

Hornbill in Africa. There were lots of African Pied Hornbills about and we also saw a large flock of migrating 

White-throated Bee-eaters. 

 

We heard the call of an Afep Pigeon sounding like a cross between a cow and a donkey and not a bit like a bird! 

Bird sightings continued and we saw Grey-headed (-crowned) Negrofinch, Blue-throated Roller, Red-tailed 

Bristlebill and Blue Cuckoo-Shrike. Once again we saw a pair of Buff-spotted Woodpeckers chasing around then 

had good views of Green Hylia, Yellow-mantled Weaver and Red-headed Malimbe. Judith found an unknown 

bird, which turned out to be a female Purple-throated Cuckoo-Shrike, that was very difficult to see but later a 

male came along and we all managed to get good views of it. More birds came along and we saw Forest Wood 

Hoopoe, Grey Kestrel, Black-winged Oriole, African Green Pigeon, African Palm Swift, Common Swift, 

Common Swift, Little Swift, Red-fronted Parrot and African Harrier-Hawk. A White-crested Hornbill was heard 

on one side of the track so Robert played a recorded call and got a reply from the other side of the track, the 

second bird was very responsive and eventually came to see us and we all had really close views albeit for only 

about 15 seconds. 

 

We stopped for a while at the visitor centre and later on we walked farther into the forest where we saw a large 

group of Magpie Mannikins at the top of a tall tree and a Tambourine Dove zoomed through without Joan 

seeing it!  
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Not surprisingly there were thousands of butterflies near the Butterfly Sanctuary headquarters and we saw 

Yellow Glider, False Tiger Moth, Lilac Beauty and Large Green Sapphire (Iolaus calisto) amongst many others. We 

heard a Black Cuckoo but it called from the third rank of trees from the track and we had no chance of seeing it 

even though we followed it as it moved back and forth in the trees. 

 

We had a 2½hour drive to our lunch stop and we saw Yellow-billed Kite, Cattle Egret and Hooded Vulture in 

between dozing off. On the way we stopped for Robert to buy some cooking pots for his wife from one of many 

pottery stalls along the roadside and at another stall we restocked with bananas. Robert passed around a menu 

for Linda D’Or restaurant and we all selected a meal for him to pre-order by telephone. After lunch at about 

14.15 it started to rain and it got unbelievably heavy for about 30 minutes. It was very entertaining especially 

when a group of tourists persuaded their 4WD driver to back down some steps and nearly into the restaurant so 

they wouldn’t get too wet getting into the vehicle! The rain more or less stopped so we left about 14.45 whilst 

the going was good.  

 

It was only a 15-minute drive to Atewa farmland beside the track to Atewa Forest. We walked down the already 

muddy track, and all got gloriously muddy. The rain had now stopped and everywhere was buzzing with birds 

and we didn’t know where to look first so it was good that we were now familiar with the common birds. We 

saw African Pygmy Kingfisher, Common Bulbul, Bronze Mannikin, Black-winged (Red) Bishop, Black-and 

White Mannikin, Tawny-flanked Prinia, Grey Longbill, Yellow-footed Honeyguide a fortunate second sighting of 

this rather rare bird, Simple Leaflove, Black-necked Weaver, Little Grey Greenbul, Compact weaver, Red-faced 

Cisticola and Orange-cheeked Waxbill. We continued to a small clearing where we saw Red-eyed Dove, Vieillot's 

Black Weaver, Grosbeak Weaver, heard Fire-bellied Woodpecker drumming away and saw Blue-spotted Wood 

Dove before another heavy rain storm came along. Our umbrellas kept us nicely dry and the rain soon stopped.  

Robert told us that tomorrow we would return to this area and walk as far up the hill behind us as time and 

energy would allow. Another rain shower convinced us it was time to walk back before the puddles got deeper 

than our boots. On the short return walk we saw Olive-bellied Sunbird, Collared Sunbird, Common Fiscal, 

Superb Sunbird and Splendid Glossy Starling. 

 

We got back about 17.00 and it was about 30 minutes drive to Koforidua Guest House. On the way we saw 

Woodland Kingfisher, Village Weaver, Senegal Coucal, Pin-tailed Whydah and Northern Grey-headed Sparrow. 

We soon checked in and ordered our meal before going for showers. We had to isolate our boots and trousers 

from the rest of the room they were so revolting but would be worn again tomorrow. After dinner we did two 

days of bird lists and got to bed about 22.30, after doing a large chunk of packing and getting clothes ready for 

travelling home. 

Day 8 Saturday 18th May 

Misty first thing but then sunny and hot all day even in Accra where thunderstorms had 

been forecast 

We were up for breakfast at 5.00. Robert had jam and baked beans together on toast; not a mixture yet tried and 

probably it will stay that way.  Judith & Pete stayed in bed and had breakfast much later and did leisurely packing. 

We left at 5.30 and along the road we saw Woodland Kingfisher, Yellow-billed Kite, Pied Crow, Red-eyed Dove, 

Laughing Dove, many Straw-coloured Fruit Bats, Senegal Coucal, Black-winged (Red) Bishop, Pin-tailed 

Whydah and African Pied Hornbill. 
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We arrived at Atewa farmland about 6.30 and there was an African Pygmy Kingfisher waiting for us right beside 

the road. On the section of the walk we did yesterday afternoon we saw Common Bulbul, Bronze Mannikin, 

Red-faced Cisticola, Black-and White Mannikin, Brown-crowned Tchagra, Blue-spotted Wood Dove and Simple 

Leaflove. We went round a locked gate and soon started climbing stopping to see African Green Pigeon and 

Honeyguide Greenbul. A Black Cuckoo was heard but didn’t respond to recordings of its call but not long 

afterwards Philip saw one and we all had good views of the red throated forest subspecies gabonensis.  Robert 

played the recorded call and the bird was certainly aware of the call but did not reply or move. We walked 

onward and upward a short distance and Robert heard an Olive-green Camaroptera and played its call. There 

was no immediate reply but a little later we all heard the call from a very close bush. Whilst trying and failing to 

see this tiny bird we heard Olive Long-tailed Cuckoo and Fire-bellied Woodpecker both a long way away we also 

saw Slender-tailed Squirrel. 

 

We walked on without stopping for quite a long way when a Chocolate-backed Kingfisher was seen. Whilst 

looking for the Chocolate-backed Kingfisher we saw a Tambourine Dove a real bonus for Joan who had 

managed to miss all the previous ones! The track for the rest of the distance we walked was not as steep and we 

walked up steadily hearing and barely glimpsing Western Nicator. Various stops were made for Western Black-

headed Oriole, Collared Sunbird, Gambian Sun Squirrel and Blue Diadem Butterfly. There was a flurry of bird 

activity when we saw Fraser's Sunbird, Slender-billed Greenbul, Melancholy Woodpecker, Red-headed Malimbe, 

Naked-faced Barbet, Velvet-mantled Drongo and Forest Penduline Tit. At another stop we added to our list 

Red-thighed Sparrowhawk, Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher, Icterine Greenbul and Ussher's Flycatcher. We were 

all scanning the trees when Simon found a Yellow-billed Turaco and we all had great views of the bird as it 

moved slowly around walking from perch to perch. 

 

It was now 9.25 and it seemed an appropriate time to start our descent. We stopped often on the way down to 

see African Harrier-Hawk, Common Swift, Lanner Falcon, Little Grey Greenbul, Black-capped Apalis, and a 

silhouetted Bee-eater but we could not tell if it was a Black or Blue-headed Bee-eater and could not get into a 

better position to get any colour on the bird before it flew away. Other sightings were Yellowbill, Lemon-bellied 

Crombec, which bounced on the branches like the Rufous-sided Broadbill, and male Shrike Flycatcher, which 

looked utterly immaculate (unlike us!). Back at the bottom we finally managed to see a Whistling Cisticola that 

evaded our binoculars until now. 

 

It was 11.15 when we got back to the bus and we caught Appias napping but he soon got us on our way! We 

made a stop to fill up with fuel and along the road we saw Splendid Glossy Starling, Village Weaver and Vieillot's 

Black Weaver. We got back to Koforidua Guests House at 12.20 giving us time to shower, change and finish 

packing in no particular order. We had lunch about 13.30. After we had all eaten we did the bird list and we 

ticked Cattle Egret even though none of us had seen one but Robert insisted we would, and he was eventually 

right as we saw some very close to Accra. The hotel’s internet connection allowed us all to check-in electronically 

before we left at 14.55. 

 

When we arrived at the airport we gave our guides and driver their gifts and Joan and Richard gave Robert and 

Philip their navy blue and black umbrellas to replace their unmanly bird scaring coloured ones. We all went to a 

bar beside the car park and had beers or soft drinks together. At 18.00 we loaded back into the bus for a final 

drive to Departures where we said our farewells… 
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Day 9 Sunday 19th May 

Bright with some sun but not very warm in the UK 

We landed at Heathrow at 6.15 having had a snack breakfast about 5.15, said our goodbyes and went our 

separate ways home. It had been a great trip; good company and good birds in a lovely country. Our guides and 

driver could not have been better and it all made for a very comfortable adventure. And the mud washed off 

everything very easily! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      May 

  Common name Scientific Name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis              

2 Long-tailed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus             

3 Western Reef Egret Egretta gularis             

4 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   14     

5 Little Egret Egretta garzetta              

6 Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia             

7 Great Egret Egretta alba 2             

8 Green-backed Heron Butorides striata 2     1       

9 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata              

10 Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis   1           

11 African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus   4   2 1 1 2 

12 Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus     5 4 6 2   

13 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus migrans parasitus        

14 European Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 1             

15 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 1             

16 African Cuckoo-Hawk Aviceda cuculoides     1         

17 Long-tailed Hawk Urotriorchis macrourus     1         

18 Red-thighed Sparrowhawk Accipiter erythropus           1 1 

19 African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro toussenelii       1       

20 Black Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucus   1           

21 Red-necked Buzzard Buteo auguralis 1     1       

22 Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus       1     1 

23 Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus 2         1   

24 African Hobby Falco cuvierii 1             

25 Stone Partridge Ptilopachus petrosus 4             

26 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1             

27 African Jacana Actophilornis africanus     1 7      

28 African Finfoot Podica senegalensis       1       

29 Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster 1             

30 Water Thick-Knee Burhinus vermiculatus     1         

31 Black-winged Stilt Himanotopus himanotopus 1             

32 Rock Pratincole Glareola nuchalis     3         

33 Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus 1             

34 White-headed Lapwing Vanellus albiceps     2         

35 African Wattled  Lapwing Vanellus senegallus             

36 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 1             

37 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1             

38 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 1             

39 African Green Pigeon Treron calvus   1  3 3  1 

40 Afep Pigeon Columba unicincta           h   

41 Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 1     1   2 1 

42 Blue-headed Wood Dove Turtur brehmeri   1           

43 Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata          

44 Vinaceous Dove Streptopelia vinacea              

45 Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis     3  3   

46 Blue-spotted Wood Dove Turtur afer           1 1 

47 Black-billed Wood Dove Turtur abyssinicus 1             

48 Senegal Parrot Poicephalus senegalus 6             

49 Red-fronted Parrot  Poicephalus gulielmi           5   

50 Yellow-billed Turaco Tauraco macrorhynchus     h       1 

51 Western Grey Plantain-eater Crinifer piscator             

52 Violet Turaco Muscophaga violacea 1             

53 Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas     1         
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      May 

  Common name Scientific Name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

54 Didric Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius     1         

55 African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus   1           

56 Levaillant's Cuckoo Oxylophus levaillantii 4     2       

57 Olive Long-tailed Cuckoo Cercococcyx olivinus         h   h 

58 Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus gabonensis           h 1 

59 Yellowbill Ceuthmochares aereus 2           1 

60 Black Coucal Centropus grillii 1             

61 Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis 2     1 1 1 1 

62 Fraser's Eagle Owl Bubo poensis       1       

63 Cassin's Spinetail Neafrapus cassini   1 1   1     

64 Common Swift Apus apus        1 

65 Little Swift Apus affinis           

66 African Pygmy Kingfisher Ceyx pictus 2 1   1   1 2 

67 Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristatus       1       

68 Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 7            

69 Chocolate-backed Kingfisher Halcyon badia             1 

70 Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 1 2 2   1 1 

71 Blue-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon malimbica       1       

72 Black-Bee-eater Merops gularis   2 2         

73 Little Bee-eater Merops pusilla     3        

74 White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis     4 3      

75 Blue-throated Roller Eurystomus gularis   1       1   

76 White-headed Wood-Hoopoe Phoeniculus bollei   2 1         

77 Forest Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus castaneiceps       1   2   

78 Black Dwarf Hornbill Tockus hartlaubi           1   

79 African Pied Hornbill Tockus fasciatus          

80 Piping Hornbill Bycanistes fistulator   2   2       

81 African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 1             

82 Brown-cheeked Hornbill Bycanistes cylindricus   1   2       

83 White-crested Hornbill Tropicranus albocristatus     h     1   

84 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogonoiulus chrysoconus 3             

85 Speckled Tinkerbird Pogonoiulus scolopaceus   4        

86 Yellow-throated Tinkerbird Pogonoiulus subsulphureus   1 1         

87 Yellow-spotted Barbet Buccanoodon duchaillui     h         

88 Red-rumped Tinkerbird Pogonoiulus atroflavus     2         

89 Hairy-breasted Barbet Tricholaema hirsuta   2 h   h     

90 Naked-faced Barbet  Gymnobucco calvus   10   4     

91 Bristle-nosed Barbet Gymnobucco peli     1         

92 Vieillot's Barbet Lybius vieilloti 1             

93 Thick-billed Honeyguide Indicator (minor) conirostris     2         

94 Willcock's Honeyguide Indicator willcocksi     2         

95 Yellow-footed Honeyguide Melignomon eisentrauti   1       1   

96 Cassin's Honeybird Prodotiscus insignis   1           

97 Melancholy Woodpecker Dendropicos gabonensis lugubris   1 1       1 

98 Little Green Woodpecker Campethera maculosa   1 1         

99 Buff-spotted Woodpecker Campethera nivosa         2 3   

100 Fire-bellied Woodpecker Dendropicos pyrrhogaster   1 1 1 1 h h 

101 African Piculet Sasia africana   1           

102 Rufous-sided Broadbill Smithornis rufolateralis         1     

103 Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea 1             

104 White-throated Blue Swallow Hirundo nigrita     1         

105 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 2 1        

106 Ethiopian Swallow Hirundo aethiopica     2         

107 Lesser Striped Swallow Hirundo abyssinica              

108 Mosque Swallow Hirundo senegalensis       1       

109 Preuss's Cliff Swallow Hirundo preussi             

110 Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys       2       
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      May 

  Common name Scientific Name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

111 African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp   2           

112 Blue Cuckoo-Shrike Coracina azurea   3       1   

113 Red-shouldered Cuckoo-Shrike Campephaga phoenicea 1             

114 Purple-throated Cuckoo-Shrike Campephaga quiscalina           2   

115 Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus  1      

116 Simple Leaflove Chlorocichla simplex 3     1   1 1 

117 Swamp Palm Bulbul Thescelocichla leucoptera     5         

118 Golden Greenbul Calyptocichla serina   2           

119 Slender-billed Greenbul Andropadus gracilirostris   2 3       

120 Little Grey Greenbul Andropadus gracilis           1 1 

121 Little Greenbul Andropadus virens   1 1 1 1     

122 Yellow-whiskered Greenbul Andropadus latirostris   2 2         

123 Honeyguide Greenbul Baeopogon indicator   1   1     1 

124 Red-tailed Greenbul Criniger calurus           1   

125 Western Bearded Greenbul Criniger barbatus   3           

126 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus   2   1       

127 Red-tailed Bristlebill Bleda syndactylus           1   

128 Icterine Greenbul Phyllastrephus icterinus   1         1 

129 Western Nicator Nicator chloris     2       h 

130 African Thrush Turdus pelios 2             

131 Forest Robin Stiphromis erythrothorax   1           

132 Finsch's Flycatcher Thrush Stizorhina finschi   1     1     

133 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat Cossypha niveicapilla 1     2       

134 Cliff Chat Myrmecocichla cinnamomeiventris 3             

135 Green Hylia Hylia prasina     1     1   

136 Rufous-crowned Eremomela Eremomela badiceps   2 1         

137 Senegal Eremomela Eremomela pusilla 3             

138 Green Crombec Sylvietta virens     1 1 1     

139 Lemon-bellied Crombec Sylvietta denti             1 

140 Oriole Warbler Hypergerus atriceps       1       

141 Violet-backed Hyliota Hyliota violacea     2         

142 Yellow-browed Camaroptera Camaroptera superciliaris   2           

143 Olive-green Camaroptera Camaroptera chloronota             h 

144 Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura 2   1 2       

145 Kemp's Longbill Macrosphenus kempi         1     

146 Grey Longbill Macrosphenus concolor         1 1   

147 Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava          2   

148 Red-winged Warbler Heliolais erythropterus 3             

149 Black-capped Apalis Apalis nigriceps             1 

150 Sharpe's Apalis Apalis sharpii   2   h       

151 Short-winged Cisticola Cisticola brachypterus 2     1       

152 Whistling Cisticola Cisticola lateralis             1 

153 Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops       2   1 1 

154 Singing Cisticola Cisticola cantans       1       

155 Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis              

156 Dusky-blue Flycatcher Muscicapa comitata         1     

157 Lead-coloured Flycatcher Myioparus plumbeus 1             

158 Ussher's Flycatcher Muscicapa ussheri     1 3     1 

159 Grey-throated Flycatcher Myioparus griseigularis   1           

160 Fraser's Forest Flycatcher Fraseria ocreata         2     

161 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone rufiventer     1   1   1 

162 Chestnut-capped Flycatcher Erythrocercus mccallii   2           

163 Shrike Flycatcher Megabyas flammulatus             1 

164 Bioko Batis Batis poensis   1           

165 Common Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea 1     1       

166 Chestnut Wattle-eye Dyaphorophyia castanea   3     1     

167 Red-cheeked Wattle-eye Dyaphorophyia blissetti       1       
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      May 

  Common name Scientific Name 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

168 Puvel's Illadopsis Illadopsis puveli       1       

169 Yellow-headed Picathartes Picathartes gymnocephalus         2     

170 White-shouldered Black Tit Parus (leucomelas) guineensis 1             

171 Forest Penduline Tit Anthoscopus flavifrons             2 

172 Tit Hylia Philodornis rushiae              

173 Brown Sunbird Anthreptes gabonicus     2         

174 Fraser's Sunbird Deleornis fraseri             1 

175 Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea        1     

176 Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris        2 

177 Little Green Sunbird Anthreptes seimundi   2 2 1 1     

178 Buff-throated Sunbird Cyanomitra adelberti     2         

179 Blue-throated Brown Sunbird Cyanomitra cyanolaema     2   3     

180 Tiny Sunbird Cinnyris minullus       2       

181 Olive-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris chloropygius     2 1   1   

182 Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus      1       

183 Splendid Sunbird Cinnyris coccinigastrus              

184 Superb Sunbird Cinnyris superbus   1 1     1   

185 Johanna's Sunbird Cinnyris johannae     4         

186 Common Fiscal Lanius collaris     2 2     

187 Yellow-billed Shrike Corvinella corvina 2             

188 Red-billed Helmet-Shrike Prionops caniceps     3        

189 Sulphur-breasted Bush-Shrike Malaconotus sulfureopectus       1       

190 Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis              

191 Sabine's Puffback Dryoscopus sabini   1           

192 Sooty Boubou Lanarius leucorhynchus       2       

193 Yellow-crowned Gonolek Laniarius barbatus 2     h       

194 Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus 1     2       

195 Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis             1 

196 Western Black-headed Oriole Oriolus brachyrhynchus   2   1     2 

197 Black-winged Oriole Oriolus nigripennis   2       2   

198 Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 2             

199 Velvet-mantled Drongo Dicrurus modestus    1 1    

200 Piapiac Ptilostomus afer 1             

201 Pied Crow Corvus albus        

202 Narrow-tailed Starling Poeoptera lugubris     4         

203 Forest Chestnut-winged Starling Onychognathus fulgidus     4         

204 Copper-tailed Glossy Starling Lamprotornis cupreocauda   2 10         

205 Splendid Glossy Starling Lamprotornis splendidus      7    

206 Purple Glossy Starling Lamprotornis purpureus 1             

207 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus   2 4       

208 Compact weaver Pachyphantes superciliosus           1   

209 Orange Weaver Ploceus aurantius              

210 Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus         

211 Black-necked Weaver Ploceus nigricolis           6   

212 Maxwell's Black Weaver Ploceus albinucha              

213 Vieillot's Black Weaver Ploceus nigerrimus     1     

214 Yellow-mantled Weaver Ploceus tricolor   2       

215 Preuss's (Golden-backed) Weaver Ploceus preussi         2     

216 Blue-billed Malimbe Malimbus nitens   1           

217 Crested Malimbe Malimbus malimbicus         1 1   

218 Red-vented Malimbe Malimbus scutatus     2        

219 Red-headed Malimbe Malimbus rubricollis   6   2    1 

220 Grosbeak Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons   7          

221 Red-headed Quelea Quelea erythrops              

222 Black-winged (Red) Bishop Euplectes hordeaceus     1  1 1 2 

223 Yellow-mantled Widowbird Euplectes macroura              

224 Grey-headed (-crowned) Negrofinch Nigrita canicapillus   2    1   
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225 Chestnut-breasted Negrofinch Nigrita bicolor   2         

226 White-breasted Negrofinch Nigrita fusconotus     1         

227 Western Bluebill Spermophaga haematina   3           

228 Black-bellied Seedcracker Pyrenestes ostrinus       2       

229 Orange-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda       1      

230 Bar-breasted Firefinch Laganosticta rufopecta     1        

231 Bronze Mannikin Spermestes cucullatus 1        

232 Magpie Mannikin Spermestes fringilloides           36   

233 Black-and White Mannikin Spermestes bicolor            

234 Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura   1 1     1 1 

Mammals                

1 Olive Baboon Papio anubis              

2 Straw-coloured Fruit Bat Eidolon helvum              

3 Fire-footed Rope Squirrel Funisciurus pyrropus 1             

4 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus 2           1 

5 Slender-tailed Squirrel Protoerus aubinnii 2           1 

Invertebrates                

1 Citrus Swallowtail                

2 Common Tiger          

3 Common Leopard                

4 Veined Swallowtail                

5 Calypso Caper White                

6 Common Grass Yellow          

7 Painted Caper White                

8 Red Spider Mite                

9 Common Striped Swallowtail                

10 Pale Bubble Blue                

11 Western Red Glider                

12 Yellow Glider             

13 Gambian Nymph                

14 Common False Head               

15 Blue Diadem          

16 Common Pathfinder              

17 Blue Pansy               

18 Soldier Pansy               

19 Abadima acraea               

20 Guineafowl               

21 Variegated Grasshopper               

22 Banded Swallowtail              

23 Forest Mother-of-Pearl               

24 Forest Caper White               

25 Black Pages               

26 False Tiger Moth Butterfly               

27 Lilac Beauty               

28 Large Green Sapphire               

 


