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Tour Leaders:   Alan Curry   (Naturetrek Leader) 

    Mamadou Jallow   (Local Guide) 

 

Participants:   Michael Wilson   

    Ellen Wilson   

    Reagan Smith   

    Mary Edmans   

    Dave Haigh   

    Keith Clements   

    Margaret Clements  

    Tim Pitcher  

    Janet Pitcher   

    Philip Sharp   

    Julia Mayne    

    Glen Wilson   

    James Newell    

    Elizabeth Newell  

    Manuel Keim   

Day 1 Friday 5th November 

Our London Gatwick to Banjul outbound flight proved pleasingly punctual and uneventful and we arrived on cue 

late afternoon at the hot and hectic Yundum Airport. We were soon aboard the coach transfer to our comfortable 

coastal hotel, notching up our first (of many to come) Hooded Vultures along the way. With the usual check-in 

formalities addressed, we quickly gathered at the hotel entrance to meet up with our local bird-guide Mamadou for 

a short walk in the final hour before dusk. Bird-wise, The Bakotu Hotel is situated in a prime area and only a few 

hundred metres from the highly productive Kotu Creek. Positioning ourselves on the small road bridge that crosses 

the creek, we encountered a wealth of typical Gambian herons and shorebirds on the tidal mud, some familiar and 

some not so. Pied Kingfishers and Broad-billed Rollers sat at close range on the telephone wires and gorgeous 

Wire-tailed Swallows hawked low over the water. The scrub at the end of the bridge proved highly productive with 

Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Northern Puffback Shrike, Grey Woodpecker, Grey Hornbill and Beautiful Sunbird to 

name a few, all vying for our attention. All in all, quite an introduction to Gambian birding and with a fantastic 

sunset thrown in for good measure! 

Day 2 Saturday 6th November 

Hot and sunny  

With so much of interest in the vicinity of the hotel, we spent the morning exploring the adjacent Fajara Golf 

Course, an area of mixed open woodland bordering the Kotu Creek. Almost immediately on arrival Mamadou had 

skillfully attracted the attention of an irate Pearl-spotted Owlet, which allowed the whole group some fabulous 

extended views as it glared down on us from the canopy.  
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Black-headed Plovers wandered around the greens (or to be more accurate – browns!) in the company of a few 

goats and cattle, not quite the same scene as the golf courses of Northern Europe! Good birds came thick and fast, 

a Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird called from high in a tree, Grey and Red-billed Hornbills abounded, a sublime Violet 

Turaco eluded for most, not so the Woodland Kingfisher that posed superbly allowing the camera shutters to click 

furiously! Overhead, Hooded Vultures were present in significant numbers among which a juvenile Palm-nut 

Vulture briefly appeared as well as occasional Black Kites, Harrier Hawks, Osprey and several Shikras. Along the 

edge of the creek, Blue-bellied Rollers and Little Bee-eaters demanded attention while a confiding Hamerkop 

roosting on a large yellow tyre provided a memorable image. An excellent buffet lunch in a nearby restaurant 

allowed some much needed respite from the soaring temperatures; it would take us all a day or two to comfortably 

acclimatise! 

 

Late afternoon saw us exploring the Kotu sewage works area on the south side of the creek, again only a short 

distance from the hotel. Water birds were present here in full force with the White-faced Whistling Ducks and 

African Jacanas taking top billing although a brief Black Crake showed for a lucky few. Close range Little and Palm 

Swifts swooping down to drink commanded our attention and challenged the photographers. Good views of a 

Black-headed Heron perched in a tree was a new species for most while an enormous Monitor Lizard stalked along 

the far bank, a very impressive creature indeed! Soon it was time to take our position on the creek bridge again to 

enjoy the sundown, at the end of a very productive first day! 

Day 3 Sunday 7th November 

Hot and sunny 

An early start today, our destination was the Farosutu Forest about an hours drive inland from the coast, a small 

remnant patch of gallery forest on the edge of the mangroves along the Gambia River. The access track on 

approach to the forest allowed us to catch up with an assortment of estrildids and weavers feeding on the track 

itself. Stunning Northern Red Bishops, Red-billed Firefinches, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleus, Black-rumped Waxbills, 

Pin-tailed Whydahs, Village and Vitelline Masked Weavers all vied for our attention. On reaching the forest itself, 

an African Pygmy Kingfisher was picked up by a sharp-eyed Dave and allowed us all some good telescope views. A 

small pool on the mangrove edge gave us our first Giant Kingfishers and a pair of scarce White-backed Night 

Herons on a nest in an isolated bush. A Fanti Saw-wing, three Pied-winged Swallows and a Brown-headed Parrot 

all made brief appearances.  

 

Back in the forest a Green Turaco endeavoured to stay hidden in the canopy, while a stunning male African Golden 

Oriole performed slightly better. In dense cover on the forest floor a Grey-headed Bristlebill lurked and how Jim 

managed a flight shot of it I will never comprehend! A brief look at the nearby immensely wide Gambia River gave 

some great views of an impressive Goliath Heron wading around on the mud.Moving on, a short drive to the 

Faraba Banta bush track produced a moment of intense frustration for some as a nigh-on invisible Green-backed 

Eremomela steadfastly refused to perform! Not so, the pair of African Hawk Eagles however, that displayed 

admirably for all a short while later.  

 

A late lunch was taken at the Marikissa Lodge, where everyone agreed we were served by far the best chips of the 

tour! Proceedings were significantly disrupted when Mamadou discovered a roosting African Scops Owl only a few 

metres from the restaurant! A short walk through some nearby open forest proved relatively quiet, although did 

produce our first Dark Chanting Goshawk of the tour.  
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Late afternoon saw us viewing a wetland area quite close to the lodge where several Black Crakes showed very well 

along with a Purple Heron, two African Darters and a Malachite Kingfisher.                                                          

Day 4 Monday 8th November 

Hot and sunny 

Today we left the coastal strip and began our long journey inland. Another early start (a trend forming here) saw us 

boarding the bustling Banjul to Barra ferry before breakfasting at a local fast-food emporium(!) in Barra itself. 

Attempting to make up for a bit of lost time, we elected to push on eastwards and take advantage of the good road 

along the north bank of the Gambia River stopping off briefly at a selection of wetlands along the way. As usual on 

long journeys, raptors featured strongly with Grasshopper Buzzard, Brown, Beaudouin's and Western Banded 

Snake Eagle all being noted en-route.  

 

A packed lunch was enjoyed under the shade of a large Baobab tree before an hour spent exploring the adjacent 

groundnut fields. The highlight here was the discovery of a wary Savile's Bustard that eventually was seen well by 

the whole group along with a pair of scarce Spotted Thick-knees. A flyby African Cuckoo was unfortunately only 

seen by a lucky few. A nearby roadside water-hole proved exceedingly productive, with several Cinnamon-breasted 

Buntings, Bush Petronias, Red-billed Quelas and amazingly outlandish Exclamatory Paradise Whydahs.  

 

Moving on, our next stop was at the Kaur wetlands where our number one target species was gladly seen 

immediately on arrival at the side of the road – Egyptian Plover. Several were present giving fantastic views in the 

soft evening light alongside our only Collared Pratincoles of the trip, smashing! With the light already beginning to 

wane and still a fair way to our destination we reluctantly had keep travelling, although this was not without a 

surprise as another group of Egyptian Plovers were flushed from the middle of the road, well away from any 

significant water body. Arriving at our destination by mid-evening – the Boabalong Camp at Georgetown, we were 

soon settled and ready for our evening meal. 

Day 5 Tuesday 9th November 

Hot and sunny 

A short drive from the camp saw us gathered in a forest clearing pre-dawn hoping for an encounter with a nightjar 

or two. As the light improved, a Four-banded Sandgrouse gave some poor brief flight views before dropping out of 

sight. It was the beginning of a busy hour with numerous Senegal Parrots on offer, prolonged telescope views of a 

pair of sublime Violet Turacos, Fine-spotted Woodpecker and two Pearl-spotted Owlets. However, no nightjars 

today! 

 

Returning to the camp for breakfast, we then took the ferry back to the north bank having had great views of a 

Gabar Goshawk in a large tree by the ferry terminal. Our principal target this morning was Bee-eaters and 

Mamadou's superb local knowledge did not disappoint, as he led us to a mixed breeding colony in a small sand 

quarry near Wassu. The surrounding trees were adorned with Bee-Eaters with three species present, the gorgeous 

Red-throated being the most numerous but a good number of Carmine and Little Green were also on offer – 

fantastic!  
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As a distraction, several Northern Anteater Chats were also present along with elusive Dideric and Klaas's Cuckoos. 

Mission accomplished, we then elected to return to Georgetown but not before two Wahlberg's Eagles were 

located soaring low over Wassu village. 

 

The afternoon was spent exploring the woodlands to the west of Georgetown, where a kettle of soaring vultures 

contained not only the obligatory Hooded but also several White-backed and a scarce White-headed Vulture. An 

Oriole Warbler showed intermittently high in a palm, while a pair of Four-banded Sandgrouse allowed us some 

prolonged telescope views feeding in the middle of the track. Returning to our base at dusk, a couple of brief 

flyover Verraux's Eagle Owls leaving their daytime roost proved a fortunate bonus for a lucky few. 

Day 6 Wednesday 10th November 

Initially overcast and breezy, before clearing 

This morning was spent exploring Kunkilling, an area of savannah woodland about an hour east of Georgetown 

along the south bank. Almost immediately on arrival a good mixed bird flock was encountered in the roadside 

vegetation, making for quite a hectic spell as several new species for the tour seemed to materialise briefly then 

vanish without trace. Among which, several Yellow Whiteyes, Northern Crombec, Senegal Batis, Black-crowned 

Tchagra and an all too brief Yellow Penduline Tit were particularly notable. Moving deeper into the woodland we 

connected with several more additions including a responsive pair of attractive Yellow-bellied Hyliotas, Brubru 

Shrike, Red-winged Pytilia and a Striped Kingfisher. Although another encounter with a group of Yellow Penduline 

Tits again proved frustrating for some. 

 

Leaving the woodland by late morning, a short drive took us to an agricultural area where soaring vultures captured 

our attention. Quite a few White-backed were in attendance among the usual Hooded Vultures, and a couple of 

Ruppell's Griffons made brief appearances, while a kettle of Marabou Storks soared in the distance. 

 

A leisurely lunch was taken back at the camp, before gathering by the river to embark on our afternoon cruise 

down the River Gambia. And what a fantastic cruise it was, with memorable views in particular of perched African 

Fish Eagles and a host of kingfishers including our first Grey-headed. In contrast, dowdy Swamp Flycatchers eyed 

us from their low overhanging perches. Perhaps the real highlight however, was the pair of Hippo's that surfaced 

mid-river only a few metres from the boat and engaged us in eye contact - truly fab! 

Day 7 Thursday 11th November 

Hot and sunny 

We departed Georgetown soon after breakfast, with our next destination Tendaba Camp being the best part of a 

days drive away. Of course, several birding stops were pencilled in along the way, the first of which being a small 

roadside water hole about an hour down the line where an African Quailfinch took top billing. Next up was a 

speculative stop at a grove of huge Mahogany trees along the track to Jahally Swamp an ideal potential roost site for 

Verreaux's Eagle Owl. Two Yellow-billed Oxpeckers were feasting on the roadside cattle as we disembarked the 

bus and immediately on entering the grove we were greeted with fantastic views of two Eagle Owls indignantly 

looking down on us – most impressive indeed! 
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Jahally Swamp itself proved a bit quiet, it was now midday and the heat was proving a significant factor. Electing to 

continue our journey, we had not travelled far when we were brought to a premature halt by thick smoke belching 

out from under the bus! Clearly it was in need of a significant repair and so we retreated under the shade of a 

nearby Baobab Tree for our impromptu packed lunch while Mamadou somewhat miraculously conjured up the 

services of another bus in no time at all. With little time lost we were on our way again, leaving our somewhat 

forlorn driver Solomon behind with hopefully not too long a wait ahead of him! 

 

The next site was the wetlands on the west side of Soma, where a short stop produced our first encounter with a 

couple of Greater Honeyguides before one of our principal target species soared over – an awesome Martial Eagle 

that remained on view for about ten minutes or so!! With the afternoon now running away from us yet again, we 

continued on the short distance to Tendaba Camp, our accommodation on the Gambia River bank for a two night 

stay.  

Day 8 Friday 12th November 

hot and sunny 

The morning was spent exploring habitats along the Bejaling bush track, a short drive from Tendaba. First up being 

an area of harvested groundnut fields where we hoped to connect with a courser or two, but alas this was not to be. 

We then proceeded a short distance along the track where it then became predominantly forested and disembarked 

the bus for a stroll along the traffic-free track for the duration of the morning. Good birds came at regular intervals 

and new additions to the trip list included Blue-cheeked, Swallow-tailed and European Bee-Eaters, Brown-backed 

Woodpecker, Siffling Cisticola, Pygmy and Copper Sunbird, Chestnut-crowned Sparrow Weaver and a party of 

vocal and gorgeous White-crested Helmet Shrikes. A soaring Bateleur proved a welcome addition to the ever 

expanding raptor list. 

 

Returning to Tendababa for a relaxed lunch and respite from the strong sun, we then made a late afternoon return 

visit to the same general area. Again electing to initially explore an area of harvested groundnut fields, we this time 

hit the jackpot (well most of us) when a male Black-bellied Bustard flew from some thick cover giving those in the 

right place some fantastic flight views before disappearing in the distance, much to the disappointment of one or 

two unfortunate group members. Boarding the bus, we then drove a short distance to another area of fields in the 

hope of another bustard connection, and amazingly enough this proved successful with flight views of not one but 

two female Black-bellied Bustards – brilliant! A brief flyby Lanner Falcon made Phil, the trip raptor buff a particular 

happy chappy! With dusk approaching we settled down at a forest clearing with nightjars in mind, however our 

attention was drawn to some calling Stone Partridges that were clearly heading our way. Positioning ourselves with 

good views of the track in front they soon performed admirably with two pairs seen crossing ahead of us. With the 

light quickly going, a nightjar began churring nearby then suddenly there it was sat on the track in front of us. A 

superb Long-tailed Nightjar lit up in the torchlight, a great end to the birding day! 

Day 9 Saturday 13th November 

Hot and sunny 

An early breakfast and then we were off on our boat trip (creek crawl) across the Gambia River bound for the 

extensive mangroves that abound on the north bank.  
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For the next four hours we were treated to a major bird-fest with countless close encounters with a wealth of 

pelicans, storks, herons and kingfishers. There seemed to be an Osprey around every bend and the sight of another 

Martial Eagle eyeing up a troupe of Baboons will linger in the memory. Overhead, our first White-throated Bee-

Eaters were seen while in the mangroves themselves Common Wattleyes and drab Mouse-brown Sunbirds lurked. 

All too quickly, our jaunt was over and although some of the star prizes had remained unseen it had proved a great 

success. 

 

Back at the camp there was time for a quick drink and settle the bar bill (!) before boarding the bus and a slow drive 

back towards the coast. A brief stop at a small quarry produced some stunning Yellow-crowned and Black-winged 

Bishops followed by a more prolonged stop at the Penang rice fields. Here, we enjoyed some mixed success with 

Snowy-crowned Robin Chat, Western Voilet-backed Sunbird, Red-bellied Paradise-flycatcher and Woodchat Shrike 

making it onto most group members trip lists but a stunning male Violet-backed Starling eluded but a lucky few. 

Arriving back at the Bakotu Hotel in good time, there could have been few it has to be said who were not 

hankering for the sheer luxury of the hotel showers! 

Day 10 Sunday 14th November 

Hot and sunny 

Today we journeyed south from the hotel to explore the coastal woodland at Tanji, followed by a walk along the 

nearby sandy foreshore. As we were coming towards the end of the trip many of the birds seen were now becoming 

familiar to us, though one or two commonly seen species such as Little Bee-Eater and Grey Hornbill did offer 

some exceptional photographic opportunities. A new species for the trip was a particularly difficult Sulphur-

breasted Bush-shrike that led us all a prolonged and merry dance before finally giving itself up. Along the beach, 

scrutinising the gull flock revealed a smart adult Audouin's and a few Slender-billed Gulls among the more regular 

Grey-headed. A muddy inlet contained a good selection of shorebirds including a pair of desirable White-fronted 

Plovers. Lunch was taken along the coast at the appropriately named Sandplover Restaurant near Bakau, here we 

enjoyed more close views of Slender-billed Gulls as Blue-cheeked Bee-Eaters passed overhead – a great lunch stop! 

 

We returned briefly to Tanji after lunch, where we again set about scrutinising the gull flocks around the landing 

fishing boats. Amongst the hordes of Lesser Black-backed, several adult Kelp Gulls were located sitting on the sea 

giving adequate views of this local speciality. Moving on slightly inland, we negotiated some challenging sandy 

tracks before finding ourselves at the Brufut Woods. Here Mamadou's local knowledge came to the fore as he 

quickly located a roosting White-faced Scops Owl hidden in the canopy of a non-descript roadside tree. The woods 

themselves proved rather quiet, with Black-necked Weaver proving the dominant species although the location of 

another roosting Verreaux's Eagle Owl high in a Mahogany offered a worthwhile diversion. With dusk rapidly 

approaching, we again boarded the bus for a somewhat eventful journey along the soft sandy tracks, before 

eventually reaching the comfort of a surfaced road! 

Day 11 Monday 15th November 

Hot and sunny 

Our final full day of the tour saw us heading for the Abuko Nature Reserve, a small isolated enclosed area of 

primary forest little more than thirty minutes drive inland from the coastal strip.  



Gambia: A Birdwatching Tour Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     February 11 7 
 

An early departure from the hotel ensured that we were among the first visitors of the day, a wise policy as this site 

can get very busy later on. Almost the first bird encountered was a Little Greenbul, a new species for the tour, soon 

to be followed by an accommodating female Giant Kingfisher that sat motionless on a branch allowing fantastic 

photographic opportunities. Slowly birding along the main trail brought encounters with African Paradise 

Flycatcher, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Common Wattleye and a brief Western Bluebill for the lucky few. A Green 

Turaco showed well in the upper canopy while Swallow-tailed Bee-Eaters livened up proceedings. A small 

photographic hide overlooking a drinking pool gave some great views of a pair of Blue-spotted Wood-doves, as 

well as an ultra-brief Pygmy Kingfisher. 

 

Leaving Abuko around midday, we headed for our lunch stop at the nearby Lamin Lodge, a well situated restaurant 

on the edge of the Gambia River, an ideal place to chill out in the shade! Our next birding port of call was the 

nearby Lamin rice fields where an out of context Violet Turaco gave some great views soon after disembarking the 

bus. The area proved generally quiet though a high flying Black-shouldered Kite proved a welcome addition to the 

trip list, followed by a Buff-spotted Woodpecker clinging to a Palm trunk that showed well for all.  

 

With the evening drawing in, our final visit was to the Abuko rice fields where a series of flooded rice paddies 

offered a good selection of herons and shorebirds. The star attraction proved to be a handful of Painted Snipe, 

though their ability to vanish within the vegetation proved a frustration for all. A Black Crake made a brief 

appearance, as did an immature Peregrine that dashed over the pools, making this our 32nd species of raptor on the 

tour and Phil a happy bunny in the process! As darkness approached we made the slow drive through the evening 

rush hour crowds back to the hotel. 

Day 12 Tuesday 16th November 

Hot and sunny 

With the final morning upon us, we elected to visit an area of pools and rice paddies a short drive from the hotel. 

Initially we visited a large reed fringed pool where we found our first Purple Swamphens and Moorhens of the tour 

lurking amongst the emergent vegetation. Moving on, we pulled up by some adjacent rice fields where a distant 

Red-necked Falcon was quickly located sat on top of a pylon, it was good to see this species for once in the 

telescope as opposed to the usual ultra-brief flyby. Heading off across the narrow precarious embankments that 

surround the fields, we eventually arrived at a flooded area which yielded some much improved views of Painted 

Snipe, as today they had nowhere to hide!  

 

Soon, it was time to head back to the hotel and gather our belongings in preparation for our late afternoon flight. 

Having said our good byes to our excellent local guides Mamadou and Lamin, the airport transfer and subsequent 

check-in were successfully negotiated before retiring to the outside bar for a welcome cool drink and a final flyover 

Lanner Falcon over the runway! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, tour 

reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now 

live; do please pay us a visit!  

Systematic List  

Species order, taxonomy and nomenclature generally follows Barlow et al’s A Field Guide to the Birds of The 
Gambia (Helm, 1997) unless the treatments there differ significantly from those in Demey and Borrow’s The Birds 
of West Africa (Helm, 2002) which is then followed instead. Alternative names are given when confusion is 
possible. Figures in brackets refer to the number of full days on which each species was recorded.  
 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis capensis (2:12) 
Only seen in the Kotu area, such as four including two juveniles at the Kotu sewage ponds. 
 
Great Cormorant Phalarocorax carbo (1:12) 
Three seen on the Tendaba creek crawl, belonging to the distinctive white breasted form P c lucidus. 
 
Long-tailed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus africanus (8:12) 
Frequently seen at most freshwater wetlands. 
 
African Darter Anhinga rufa (4:12) 
Occasionally encountered in freshwater wetlands. 
 
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus (2:12) 
Two over the Fajara GC and good numbers on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens (5:12)  
Most common pelican, diminutive in direct comparison to Great White. 
 
White-backed Night Heron Gorsachius leuconotus (1:12)  
A pair with two young on the nest at Farasuto. 
 
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax (3:12) 
Seen in low numbers, mainly upriver. 
 
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides (9:12)  
Common in most wetland areas. 
 
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis ibis (11:12) 
Common, seen almost daily in sizeable numbers.  
 
Striated Heron Butorides striatus atricapillus (9:12)  
one to two encountered at most wetlands. 
 
Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca (4:12)  
Most numerous on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Western Reef Egret Egretta gularis schistacea (10:12)  
Widespread. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Little Egret Egretta garzetta garzetta (4:12)  
Significantly less common than the above. 
 
Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia brachyrhynchus (4:12)  
Most numerous on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Great Egret Egretta alba melanorhynchos (9:12) 
Widespread 
 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea purpurea (7:12)  
Mainly singles at a range of localities. 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea cinerea (11:12)  
Common 
 
Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala (6:12) 
Fairly widespread, usually in low numbers.  
 
Goliath Heron Ardea goliath (2:12)  
One on tidal mud near Farasuto and two on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta umbretta (9:12)  
Present at most wetlands. 
 
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis (3:12) 
Several small groups seen, most numerous on the Tendaba creek crawl.  
 
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus microscelis (2:12)  
Recorded at two localities, most numerous on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus (4:12)  
Again, most numerous on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus (1:12) 
Five seen during the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash brevirostris (1:12) 
Two seen on the Georgetown river cruise. 
 
African Spoonbill Platalea alba (1:12)  
A flock of 25 were seen in flight during the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata (6:12)  
Seen at most wetlands, the largest flock being 100+ at Jahally Swamp. 
 
Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis gambensis (5:12)  
Usually seen in flight around wetland areas, in small groups of up to 20. 
 
Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos (1:12) 
Two were seen briefly at a wetland near Jahally. 
 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus haliaetus (6:12)  
Widespread, but most numerous in coastal areas. 
 
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus caeruleus (1:12)  
One flew high over the Lamin rice fields. 
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Yellow-billed (Black) Kite Milvus (migrans) parasitus (9:12)  
Widespread, but most numerous in coastal areas. 
 
African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer (5:12)  
Well represented at most wetlands inland. 
 
Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis (6:12)  
18 seen in total, very widespread. 
 
Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus monachus (12:12) 
Very common, seen in large numbers most days.  
 
African White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus (4:12)  
Present in low numbers inland, especially in the Georgetown area. 
 
Rüppell's Griffon Vulture Gyps rueppellii rueppellii (1:12)  
Two amongst White-backed Vutures near Georgetown could have shown better. 
 
White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis (1:12)  
One briefly with other vultures over Georgetown. 
 
Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle Circaetus beaudouini (6:12)  
Seen at a wide range of inland localities, all singles. 
 
Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus (3:12)  
Four in total, all inland. 
 
Western Banded Snake Eagle Circaetus cinerascens (1:12)  
One on the North bank en-route to Georgetown. 
 
Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus (1:12)  
Poorly represented, with just two sightings of perhaps the same individual near Bejaling. 
 
African Harrier Hawk Polyboroides typus pectoralis (11:12)  
Common and widespread. 
 
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus (1:12)  
A distant soaring male near Wassu. 
 
(Western) Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus aeruginosus (4:12)  
Represented at several inland wetland localities. 
 
Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar (3:12)  
A total of four seen in the Georgetown area. 
 
Dark Chanting Goshawk Melierax metabates metabates (5:12)  
Most often seen from the bus window, prominently perched on roadside wires etc. 
 
Shikra Accipiter badius (9:12) 
Commonly encountered at a wide range of localities. 
 
Grasshopper Buzzard Butastur rufipennis (6:12)  
Ten seen in total, at dry inland localities. 
 
Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus monogrammicus (8:12) 
Widespread, though unobtrusive often sitting quietly under the canopy.  
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Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax belisarius (2:12)  
Two singles, one near Faraba-banta and one on the North bank en-route to Georgetown. 
 
Wahlberg's Eagle Aquilla wahlbergi (4:12) 
Widespread inland, eight in total. 
 
African Hawk Eagle Hieraatus spilogaster (2:12) 
Two sat in a tree near Faraba-banta and four at Kunkilling Forest.  
 
Booted Eagle Aquila pennatus (1:12) 
One dark morph near Farasuto Forest. 
 
Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis (4:12)  
Five in total, all inland and classic 'bus window' jobs. 
 
Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus (2:12)  
Two encounters, one over Soma wetlands and one on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus tinnunculus &/or rufescens (2:12)  
Only two sightings of two singles, one near Tendaba and another near Tanji. 
 
Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus (4:12)  
Most frequently seen inland, max of six per day. 
 
Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera ruficollis (6:12)  
Ten in total, mostly inland most usually seen dashing along in a Merlin-like manner. 
 
Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus abyssinicus (2:12) 
One near Tendaba, two over the Fajara GC and finally one over the airport departure lounge (!)  
 
Peregrine  Falcon Falco peregrinus (1:12) 
A juvenile seen well over the Abuko rice fields. 
 
Stone Partridge Ptilopachus petrosus petrosus (2:12)  
Two encounters, including a pair seen briefly but well at Bejaling. 
 
Double-spurred Francolin Francolinus bicalcaratus bicalcaratus (7:12)  
Widespread, more often heard than seen. 
 
Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra (4:12)  
Eight in total including three together at Marikissa. 
 
Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio (1:12) 
Four at a reed fringed pool near the Kotu Creek. 
 
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus (1:12) 
Four were seen near the Kotu Creek. 
 
Savile's Bustard Eupodotis savilei (1:12) 
One heard and seen on agricultural fields near Farafenni. 
 
Black-bellied Bustard Eupodotis melanogaster melanogaster (1:12) 
Good flight views of one male and two females near Bejaling, 
 
African Jacana Actophilornis africana (6:12) 
Small numbers seen at most wetland sites.  
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Greater Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis (2:12) 
A few lurked in rice fields at Abuko and Kotu. 
  
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus himantopus (6:12)  
Small numbers at wetlands throughout. 
 
Senegal Thick-knee Burhinus senegalensis (9:12)  
Present in most wetland areas. 
 
Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis maculosis (2:12)  
Two at the Savile's Bustard site and one at Kunkilling. 
 
Egyptian Plover Pluvialis (or Pluvianus) aegyptius (1:12) 
Eleven were seen in the Kaur area including a group on the road itself.  
 
Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola pratincola &/or fuelleborni (1:12)  
Over twenty were present at Kaur. 
 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula (1:12) 
Only seen on the beach at Tanji.  
 
Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus alexandrinus (1:12)  
One with a mixed shorebird flock at Tanji. 
 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubious (1:12) 
Several on the mud from the Kotu Bridge. 
 
White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus mechowi (2:12) 
One on the North bank at Balbolong and two on the beach at Tanji.  
 
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola (3:12) 
Usually present in the Kotu Creek, also at Tanji.  
 
African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus senegallus (7:12)  
Present at most wetlands. 
 
Black-headed Lapwing Vanellus tectus tectus (3:12)  
Easily seen on the Fajara GC also present inland. 
 
Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus (11:12) 
Very common and widespread. 
 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea (1:10) 
Three in a muddy creek near Bakau.  
 
Ruff Philomachus pugnax (1:12)  
Only a single seen on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago gallinago (1:12)  
One at Jahally Swamp. 
 
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica lapponica (2:12)  
Thirty in flight during the Tendaba creek crawl also present on the beach at Tanji. 
 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus phaeopus (6:12) 
Widespread and well represented. 
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Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata (1:12) 
Two on the beach at Tanji.  
 
Common Redshank Tringa totanus totanus (7:12)  
Present in small numbers at most wetlands. 
 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia (8:12)  
Well represented at most wetlands. 
 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus (5:12)  
Usually encountered singly on freshwater wetlands. 
 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola (4:12) 
More gregarious than the above and often encountered in small groups at most wetland areas.  
 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos (12:12) 
Very common throughout whereever there was water.  
 
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres interpres (2:12)  
Well represented along the coast. 
 
Red Knot Calidris canutus (1:12) 
Six near Banjul. 
 
Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus (2:12)  
Two from the Banjul to Barra ferry and one harrassing terns off Tanji. 
 
Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus poiocephalus (5:12) 
Present in large numbers at Banjul and Tanji.  
 
Slender-billed Gull Larus genei (2:12) 
Four near the Banjul ferry terminal, two near Bakau and six on the beach at Tanji. 
 
Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii (1:12) 
An adult amongst the gull flock at Tanji. 
 
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus vetula (1:12)  
Four adults were identified amongst the gull masses at Tanji. 
 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus intermedius & graelsii (2:12)  
Present in good numbers at Banjul and Tanji. 
 
Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica nilotica (3:12) 
Well represented along the Gambia River.  
 
Caspian Tern Sterna caspia (8:12) 
Present at most wetland areas though the highest numbers were on the coast at Tanji 20+  
 
Royal Tern Sterna maxima albididorsalis (4:12)  
Largest concentration again at Tanji 60+ 
 
Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis sandvicensis (5:12)  
Well represented along the coast. 
 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo hirundo (1:12)  
Three amongst the gull and tern throng at Tanji. 
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Little Tern Sterna albifrons albifrons &/or guinea (1:12)  
A single feeding on the river near Farasuto. 
 
Black Tern Childonias niger niger (1:12) 
The only record of a single over the Bakotu Hotel as we breakfasted on the final morning!  
 
Four-banded Sandgrouse Pterocles quadricinctus (3:12)  
Usually only brief flyby's, but a pair showed well on a track near Georgetown. 
 
Rock Dove Columba livia (3:12) 
Feral population around coastal towns. 
 
African Green Pigeon Treron calva nudirostris (2:12)  
A flock of thirty flew over Farasuto and a single near Tanji. 
 
Bruce's Green Pigeon Treron waalia (3:12) 
Seen in small numbers around Georgetown.  
 
Red-billed (or Blue-spotted) Wood Dove Turtur afer (3:12)  
Scarce, but a pair showed well at Abuko. 
 
Black-billed Wood Dove Turtur abyssinicus (7:12) 
Most commonly encountered wood-dove, plentiful around Georgetown and Tendaba. 
 
Namaqua Dove Oena capensis (3:12)  
A handful seen inland. 
 
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea guinea (12:12)  
Very common and widespread. 
 
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata (10:12)  
Very common and widespread 
 
African Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens shelleyi (9:12)  
Slightly less common than Red-eyed or Vinaceous Doves, but still plentiful. 
 
Vinaceous Dove Streptopelia vinacea (6:12)  
Common and probably overlooked. 
 
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis senegalensis (12:12) 
Very common and widespread.  
 
Brown-necked Parrot Poicephalus robustus fuscicollis (1:12)  
One in flight briefly over Farasuto Forest. 
 
Senegal Parrot Poicephalus senegalus senegalus (6:12) 
Fairly common and widespread. 
 
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri krameri (8:12)  
Common and widespread. 
 
Green Turaco Tauraco persa buffoni (2:12)  
One at Farasuto Forest and two at Abuko. 
 
Violet Turaco Musophaga violacea (3:12)  
One on the Fajara GC was slighty unusual, also seen at Georgetown and Abuko. 
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Western Grey Plantain-eater Crinifer piscator (10:12)  
Common and widespread. 
 
Levaillant's Cuckoo Oxylophus levaillantii (3:12)  
Five in total seen, all inland. 
 
African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis (1:12) 
Only a single seen, near Farafenni.  
 
Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas (1:12)  
A single encounter, near Wassu. 
 
Didric Cuckoo Chrysococcyx captius (1:12)  
Two together, near Wassu. 
 
Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis senegalensis (9:12)  
Common and widespread. 
 
African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis senegalensis (1:12)  
One roosting outside the restaurant at Marikissa Lodge. 
 
White-faced Owl Ptilopsis leucotis leucotis (1:12)  
A single at a regular roost site at Brufut Woods. 
 
Verreaux's Eagle Owl Bubo lacteus (3:12) 
Roosting birds encountered at Jahally and Brufut Woods.  
 
Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum perlatum (3:12)  
Three seen in the Kotu area and also at Georgetown. 
 
Long-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus climacurus climacurus (1:12)  
Three seen near Bejaling. 
 
Mottled Spinetail Telecanthura ussheri ussheri (2:12)  
Small numbers seen, all inland. 
 
African Palm Swift Cypsiuris parvus parvus (7:12)  
Common and widespread. 
 
Pallid Swift Apus pallidus brehmorum (1:12)  
Small numbers seen over the Farasuto Forest. 
 
Little Swift Apus affinis aerobates (9:12) 
Very common and widespread, occasionally in huge congregations. 
 
White-rumped Swift Apus caffer (2:12) 
A small group at Kaur and a single near Wassu.  
 
Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala leucocephala (2:12)  
Five seen on the Georgetown river cruise and a single on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Blue-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon malimbica torquata (3:12)  
Most common on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis senegalensis (6:12)  
Seen at several widely scattered localities. 
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Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti chelicuti (3:12)  
Three encounters, all inland. 
 
African Pygmy Kingfisher Ceryx picta picta (3:12)  
Uncommon, though widely spread. 
 
Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata galerita (7:12) 
Common, present at most wetlands.  
 
Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima maxima (3:12) 
Seen at three localities, including a posing female at Abuko.  
 
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis rudis (11:12)  
Very common in all wetland areas. 
 
Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus pusillus (5:12) 
Most frequently encountered in coastal areas where quite common.   
 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus chrysolaimus (4:12) 
After the first near Tendaba, subsequently seen at Tanji and Abuko.  
 
Red-throated Bee-eater Merops bulocki bulocki (2:12) 
40+ at a breeding colony near Wassu, also two from the Georgetown river cruise.  
 
White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis (1:12)  
Only seen on the Tendaba creek crawl where 50+ noted. 
 
Little Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis viridissimus (1:12)  
6+ present at a small sand quarry near Wassu. 
 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus chrysocercus (3:12)  
Highest count was four on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
European Bee-eater Merops apiaster (1:12)  
20+ savannah woodland near Bejaling. 
 
Northern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicus nubicus (1:12)  
30+ seen in the Wassu area. 
 
Rufous-crowned Roller Coracias naevius naevius (7:12) 
Twelve were seen in total at a wide scattering of localities.  
 
Blue-bellied Roller Coracias cyanogaster (7:12)   
Most common in coastal areas. 
 
Abyssinian Roller Coracias abyssinica (9:12)  
Most common inland, double figure sightings most days. 
 
Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus afer (7:12)  
Small numbers, predominantly coastal. 
 
Green Wood-hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus senegalensis (4:12) 
Fairly common.  
 
Black Wood-hoopoe (or Black Scimitarbill) Rhinopomastus aterrimus aterrimus (2:12)  
Scarce in inland areas. 
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Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus kempi (11:12)  
Very common and widespread. 
 
African Pied Hornbill Tockus fasciatus semifasciatus (2:12)  
Two seen at both Kotu and Tanji. 
 
African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus nasutus (11:12)  
Very common and widespread. 
 
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus chrysoconus (5:12)  
Widespread though unobtrusive. 
 
Vieillot's Barbet Lybius vieilloti buchanani (5:12)  
Not uncommon, particularly inland. 
 
Bearded Barbet Lybius dubius (6:12)  
A total of 13 encountered at a wide range of sites. 
 
Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator (2:12)  
Two were near Soma and one at Tanji. 
 
Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla (1:12) 
A single in coastal scrub near Tanji. 
 
Fine-spotted Woodpecker Campethera punctuligera punctuligera (4:12)  
Encountered on four occasions, the best views obtained near Georgetown. 
 
Buff-spotted Woodpecker Campethera nivosa (1:12)  
One showed well in a Palm at Lamin rice fields. 
 
Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos goertae goertae (8:12)  
The most common woodpecker seen, widespread. 
 
Brown-backed Woodpecker Dendropicos obsoleteus (1:12) 
Two seen near Bejaling. 
 
Crested Lark Galerida cristata senegallensis (2:12)  
Three near Farasuto and three on the beach at Tanji. 
 
Chestnut-backed Sparrow Lark Eremopterix leucotis melanocephala (1:12)  
Two in agricultural fields en-route to Soma. 
 
Fanti Saw-wing Psalidoprocne obscura (3:12)  
Only seen in coastal areas, ie 8 at Tanji. 
 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia (1:12) 
Several large feeding flocks fro the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Mosque Swallow Hirundo senegalensis senegalensis (3:12) 
Small numbers inland only.  
 
Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo (daurica) domicella (4:12)  
Again only seen inland, mainly around Georgetown. 
 
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii smithii (3:12)  
Only seen at the coast, best views were obtained from the Kotu Bridge 
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Pied-winged Swallow Hirundo leucosoma (1:12)  
Three appeared briefly at the pool at the Farasuto Forest. 
 
House Martin Delichon urbica (3:12) 
Seen at several inland sites. 
 
Red-chested Swallow Hirundo lucida lucida (6:12)  
Small numbers were seen at a wide range of sites. 
 
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava flava, flavissima etc… (3:12)  
Good numbers were present at Kaur, otherwise only occasional singles elsewhere. 
 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba (3:12) 
A single at Kaur followed by three near Soma.  
 
Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys ansorgei (1:12) 
A single seen briefly while awaiting a replacement bus somewhere between Georgetown and Soma! 
 
Little Greenbul Andropadus virens erythropterus (1:12)  
A single seen at Abuko. 
 
Yellow-throated Leaflove Chlorocichla flavicollis flavicollis (3:12)  
Two seen near Marakissa, followed by three more in the Georgetown area. 
 
Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapilla morelorum (1:12)  
A skulking individual at the Farasuto Forest. 
 
Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus inornatus (12:12) 
Very common and widespread. 
 
Northern Anteater-chat Myrmecocichla aethiops (2:12) 
Seen only on the North bank in the Wassu area. 
 
Snowy-crowned Robin Chat Cossypha niveicapilla niveicapilla (1:12)  
A single encounter at the Penang rice fields. 
 
White-crowned Robin Chat Cossypha albicapilla albicapilla (3:12)  
Three showed well near the Badala Park Pool, followed by a couple of sightings elsewhere. 
 
Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus (2:12) 
Two singles at Farasotu and Georgetown. 
 
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra (2:12)  
Two sightings of singles well inland. 
 
African Thrush Turdus pelios chiguancoides (4:12)  
Generally quite scarce, mostly in coastal areas. 
 
African or Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus / scirpaceous (2:12)  
Two inland sightings of this difficult species pair. 
 
Western Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opaca (1:12)  
One in coastal scrub at Tanji. 
 
Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta (2:12)  
A single at Farasotu followed by four in the Georgetown area. 
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Singing Cisticola Cisticola cantans swanzii (1:12)  
One at Farasotu Forest. 
 
Siffling Cisticola Cisticola brachypterus brachypterus (1:12)  
A single singing near Bejaling. 
 
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis uropygialis (3:10)  
Frequently heard in agricultural areas, occasionally sitting up on view. 
 
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava subflava (7:12) 
Fairly common and widespread.  
 
Red-winged Warbler Heliolais erythroptera erythroptera (2:12) 
A single at Farasotu Forest showed well.  
 
Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida (1:12) 
Only seen at Abuko, were a pair lurked in dense cover. 
 
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata brevicaudata (2:12) 
Two singles seen in the Georgetown area.  
 
Senegal Eremomela Eremomela pusilla (4:12) 
Five in total seen at well spread wooded sites.  
 
Northern Crombec Sylvietta brachyura brachyura (3:12) 
After the first two at the Kunkilling Forest, others were seen at Penang and Tanji.  
 
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus trochilus (4:12) 
Seen at several widely spread wooded sites. 
 
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita (2:12) 
A single on the Tendaba creek crawl showed well.  
 
Oriole Warbler Hypergerus atriceps (4:12) 
Four widespread sightings including the Georgetown river cruise. 
 
Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans cantillans (2:12) 
Two sightings including one on the Fajara GC.  
 
Yellow-bellied Hyliota Hyliota flavigaster (1:12) 
A pair delighted in the Kunkilling Forest.  
 
Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus (1:12) 
A single showed briefly at the Kunkilling Forest. 
 
Swamp Flycatcher Muscicapa aquatica aquatica (1:12) 
Five were seen from the Georgetown river cruise.  
 
European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca (1:12) 
One seen briefly at the Farasotu Forest. 
 
African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis viridis (4:12) 
A single on the Fajara GC and several around Georgetown.  
 
Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone rufiventer rufiventer (1:12) 
Onle one seen, at Penang rice fields.  
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Senegal Batis Batis senegalensis (1:12) 
Two in woodland near Georgetown. 
 
Common Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea cyanea (3:12) 
A brief single at the Farasotu Forest and several on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Brown Babbler Turdoides plebejus platycircus (6:12) 
Fairly common and widespread.  
 
Blackcap Babbler Turdoides reinwardtii reinwardtii (4:12) 
Fairly common, mainly in coastal areas.  
 
Yellow Penduline Tit Anthoscopus parvulus senegalensis (2:12) 
Two at the Kunkilling Forest proved elusive, as did a single near Bajeling.  
 
Mouse-brown Sunbird Anthreptes gabonicus (1:12) 
Only seen on the Tendaba creek crawl, where fairly common.  
 
Western Violet-backed Sunbird Anthreptes longuemarei (1:12) 
A single at the Penang rice fields. 
 
Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris (1:12) 
A male at the Farasotu Forest. 
 
Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura (1:12) 
Several in the Bajeling area. 
 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis senegalensis (6:12) 
Fairly common inland, scarcer at the coast.  
 
Beautiful Sunbird Cinnyris pulchella pulchella (6:12)  
Common in coastal areas. 
 
Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus venustus (3:12) 
Fairly frequent in coastal areas.  
 
Splendid Sunbird Cinnyris coccinigastra (3:12) 
Occasionally encountered on the coast, not seen inland.  
 
Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cuprea (1:12) 
A single near Bejaling was the only sighting of the tour.  
 
Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis senegalensis (1:12)  
A party of six at the Kunkilling Forest was the only sighting. 
 
Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator (1:12) 
A probable migrant at the Penang rice fields. 
 
Yellow-billed Shrike Corvinella corvina corvina (7:12) 
Common and widespread.  
 
Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegala senegala (2:12) 
Two encounters, both inland in the Georgetown area.  
 
Brubru Shrike Nilaus afer (2:12) 
Three in total, all inland. 
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Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis gambensis (5:12) 
Encountered in Kotu on our first evening, and four other sites thereafter.  
 
Yellow-crowned Gonolek Laniarius barbarus barbarus (8:12) 
Common and widespread.  
 
Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike Telophorus sulfureopectus (1:12) 
One extreme skulker in coastal scrub near Tanji. 
 
White Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus plumatus (1:12)  
Five near Bejaling was our only sighting. 
 
African Golden Oriole Oriolus auratus auratus (5:12) 
Twelve in total, mainly inland.  
 
Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis divaricatus (9:12) 
Common and widespread.  
  
Pied Crow Corvus albus (10:12)  
Common at the coast, much scarcer inland. 
 
Piapiac Ptilostomus afer (6:12)  
Common at the coast, not seen inland. 
 
Purple Glossy Starling Lamprotornis purpureus purpureus (6:12) 
Mostly seen around Georgetown, scarce at the coast.  
 
Bronze-tailed Glossy Starling Lamprotornis chalcurus chalcurus (3:12)  
Three scattered sightings including four in the Kotu area. 
 
Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus chalybaeus (2:12)  
Only recorded on two occasions, probably down to 'glossy starling fatigue' on the observers behalf. 
 
Lesser Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chloropterus chloropterus (5:12) 
Common inland.  
 
Long-tailed Glossy Starling Lamprotornis caudatus (12:12) 
Very common throughout. 
 
Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogastor (1:12) 
A stunning male at Pirang rice fields.  
 
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus africanus (2:12)  
Two encounters, both inland. 
 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus indicus (3:12)  
Noted around Kotu and the airport. 
 
Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus griseus (9:12) 
Common in a wide range of wooded habitats. 
 
Bush Petronia Petronia dentata dentata (5:12) 
Unassuming though fairly regular inland.  
 
White-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis albirostris (4:12) 
Fairly common in coastal localities.  
 



Gambia: A Birdwatching Tour  Tour Report 

 

 

22  © Naturetrek     February 11 
 

Chestnut-crowned Sparrow Weaver Plocepasser superciliosis (1:12) 
Two showed well in woodland near Bejaling.  
 
Little Weaver Ploceus luteolus luteolus (4:12)  
Encountered regularly in coastal areas. 
 
Black-necked Weaver Ploceus nigricollis brachypterus (2:12) 
Common at Brufut Woods and Abuko.  
 
Vitelline (African) Masked Weaver Ploceus (velatus) vitellinus (2:12) 
One at Farasotu Forest and four en-route to Georgetown on the North bank.  
 
Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus cucullatus (11:12) 
Common and widespread.  
 
Black-headed (or Yellow-backed) Weaver Ploceus melanocephalus melanocephalus (3:12) 
Common on the North bank especially in the Kaur area. 
 
Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea quelea (3:12) 
Seen regularly in the Georgetown area.  
 
Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer afer (3:12) 
A large flock was in the reeds at Kaur wetland.  
 
Black-winged Red Bishop Euplectes hordeaceus hordeaceus (1:12) 
Four were at a small quarry en-route to the coast from Tendaba. 
 
Northern Red Bishop Euplectes franciscanus (9:12) 
Common and widespread throughout, a stunner in breeding plumage.  
 
Red-winged Pytilia Pytilia phoenicoptera phoenicoptera (1:12) 
Two in the Kunkilling Forest.  
 
Western Bluebill Spermophaga haematina haematina (1:12) 
One skulked just off the main trail in Abuko.  
 
Bar-breasted Firefinch Lagonosticta rufopecta (1:12) 
Three seen brieflyat the Penang rice fields. 
 
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala senegala &/or rhodopsis (10:12) 
Common in coastal areas, in smaller numbers inland.  
 
Lavender Waxbill Estrilda caerulescens (2:12)  
Two in coastal scrub at Tanji and two at Abuko. 
 
Orange-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda melpoda (1:12) 
One at a water hole on the North bank en-route to Georgetown.  
 
Black-rumped Waxbill Estrilda troglodytes (3:12)  
A single at Farasotu Forest but most numerous in the Georgetown area. 
 
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus bengalus (8:12)  
Common and widespread throughout. 
 
African Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis atricollis (1:12) 
A single at a water hole just outside of Georgetown.  
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Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata (4:12) 
Common in coastal areas.  
 
Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata chalybeata (4:12) 
Small numbers, all inland.  
 
Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura (2:12) 
A single at the Farasotu Forest with double figures around Georgetown.  
 
Exclamatory Paradise Whydah Vidua interjecta (2:12) 
Only seen inland in the general vicinity of Georgetown.  
 
White-rumped Seedeater Serinus leucopygius riggenbachi (2:12) 
A single at Kunkilling Forest and another near Bejaling.  
 
Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus caniceps (5:12) 
Common in woodlands in the Georgetown area.  
 
Cinnamon-breasted Rock Bunting Emberiza tahapisi goslingi (1:12) 
Four were present at a water hole on the North bank en-route to Georgetown.  
 
Brown-rumped Bunting Emberiza affinis nigeriae (3:10) 
Seen only inland in woodland near Georgtown and Tendaba.  

 


