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Local Leader   Mamadou Jallow   

Naturetrek Leader:  Rob Murray 

 

Participants:   Brian Fendley 

    David Porter 

    John Dunn 

    John McCaffrey 

    Jeremy Russell 

    Elizabeth Russell 

    Alan Woodward 

    Sandra Woodward 

    Eric Leese 

    Valerie Nuttall 

    Martin Brookes 

    Michael Bleaney 

    Kathryn Murray 

Day 1 Friday 28th October 

The flight from London Gatwick to Banjul departed on time at 6pm and a very good meal was provided. We 

arrived at 10.35pm local time (11.35 UK time) to be greeted by a blast of hot, humid air. Layers were peeled off 

as we were processed through immigration and customs. A bus awaited our arrival and before boarding, the 

ladies were treated to a complimentary fan. This was very useful in the sweltering heat of the tropical night. A 

welcome drink was well received too. It was midnight before we were settled in our rooms and looking forward 

to the dawn so that we could see where we were!  

Day 2 Saturday 29th October 

Hot (38ºC), humid and sunny  

Eventually we met Mamadou, our guide and Ansu, our driver. Abuko Reserve was our first destination. This is 

tropical, riverine forest. Perspiration oozed from our bodies as we penetrated the layers of hot, humid air trapped 

beneath the canopy. Angry Red Colobus Monkeys began shaking trees in protest at our intrusion. Brief glimpses 

of exotic, brightly coloured birds tantalised us as they skipped through the dense tangle of branches. Huge, 

violet-legged spiders hung in the centre of massive webs as we shuffled along the forest trails.  

 

From the balcony of the Darwin Centre we were thrilled to see both Violet and Green Turacos at close range. 

Shoals of Tilapia with white eyelids mouthed at the surface of the weedy pool, hoping that the resident Giant 

Kingfisher was not sizing them up from its lofty perch. It was nearing lunch time and we were already overawed 

by the sheer number of species seen so far.  
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We were driven to the coast to a dilapidated wooden shack with strips of misshapen planks for floorboards 

giving a clear view of the storey below. It was accessed via a long, rickety wooden bridge snaking across thick 

mud. Scores of purpled-legged fiddler crabs trooped like an army and raced away from the agile Western Reef 

Herons. This was the Sand Plover Restaurant which we were destined to revisit later during the tour. 

 

The afternoon brought even higher temperatures and humidity. As we wandered across the local golf course 

several of us began to want shade, water and respite from the heat. It took time to acclimatise after leaving a cold 

October in Britain. Late afternoon saw us peering out from the Kotu Creek road bridge at an array of fascinating 

water birds. The highlight was a Black Egret who made an umbrella-like canopy with its wings to shade the water 

enabling a clear view of the fish for the aim of its dagger-like bill. We returned to our hotel reflecting on the 

overwhelming number of species seen - 120 species on this, the first day!! 

Day 3 Sunday 30th October 

Hot (38ºC), humid and sunny 

A 7am departure was necessary this morning as it is about an hour’s drive to Farosutu Forest. It is five hectares 

of gallery forest which is protected, and is all that remains of this formerly more extensive, rich habitat. A Black-

winged Kite posed for photographs along the way. In the village on the approach road we stopped to watch a 

collection of finches and weavers feeding in the compounds. Our first Northern Red Bishops, Red-billed 

Firefinches, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleus, Black-rumped Waxbills and Little Weavers were found here. Patches of 

a robust, hairy, grass-like crop proved to be the source of couscous! A pool on the edge of the wood attracted 

kingfishers and bee-eaters but the highlight was a White-backed Night Heron on a nest in an isolated bush. This 

is not only rare, but very secretive too. Mamadou called persistently in an attempt to draw birds closer. He issued 

three basic noises. One is an imitation of a Pearl-spotted Owlet with an extremely loud whistle. The second was 

a loud pishing and the third very loud sucking on the back of the hand - these sounds became a feature of the 

trip. At the entrance to the reserve a ceremony was taking place for the laying of the first stone of a projected 

kiosk to issue tickets for access to the reserve. It was a serious matter with the village elders in attendance and 

prayers being said. Contributions were made to the conservation fund and we left on very friendly terms. 

 

Marakissa River Camp was our lunch time destination. It has a good reputation for birds but an even better one 

for chips! The chips were served with chicken and barracuda which was delicious! The back garden of the 

restaurant is ideal for birding. Every year a pair of African Scops Owls is found roosting here. This year was no 

exception and eventually everyone saw them in the tangled riverine scrub.  

Day 4 Monday 31st October 

Hot (35ºC) humid and sunny with some high cloud 

Today we had a long journey ahead of us to Tendaba via Kalagi where a mangrove restoration project is 

underway. It gave good opportunities to appreciate the culture changes as we rumbled along dirt roads through 

corralled villages and ever decreasing conveniences of modern life. It was fascinating to see the crowded town 

streets bustling with commercial activity.  
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There were ramshackle shacks and stalls amid the dust and chaos of linear, roadside settlements. Donkey drawn 

carts laden with piles of sticks or even entire families plodded their way through congested streets. There was a 

riot of colour as we passed clothes stalls and every time our bus was forced to a halt by vans or trucks loading 

goats onto their roofs, we were assailed by children demanding pens or empty water bottles. There were 

carpenters and welders busy without the constraints of health and safety regulations.  

 

We nudged our way through the town of Brikama and soon arrived at a forest trail. Here we were introduced to 

Fanti Saw Wings, Bruce’s Green Pigeon and Black-winged Bishop Birds A flock of resplendent Blue-cheeked 

Bee-eaters graced a changing sky that was becoming cloudier and we felt the humidity rising. We marvelled at the 

intricate dexterity of Village Weavers whose neatly woven nests hung in clusters from any available tree. Some of 

the palms were sagging under the weight of dense aggregations of pendulous nests.  

 

Moving on, our next stop was at an army and police checkpoint; one of many that we had to negotiate. This was 

close to the presidential palace and the border with Senegal so it was not as relaxed and routine-like as all of the 

others. However, handing over a fist full of biros to an inquisitive soldier seemed to facilitate an unhindered 

passage. Random road-side stops delivered birds. The next one yielded Ruppell’s, White-backed, European 

Griffon and Hooded Vultures with a Bateleur as a bonus.  

 

We arrived at the Kalagi Centre at 12.50pm and enjoyed a couple of hours respite from travelling and shade 

from the intense heat. Red-necked Falcon and African Fish Eagle were new for the trip. We moved on. An 

impromptu stop to battle our way through a maize field gave us scratches, bites, allergic reactions, blood, much 

sweat and a Tree Pipit! It was late when we arrived at Tendaba Camp, but a couple of adventurous Yorkshire 

men wandered towards the river and saw the only Barn Owl of the trip. The camp is basic but has cheery murals 

of vividly coloured birds to offset the rusticity. Facilities were few but we laughed at the fact that even with so 

little to malfunction a high percentage of items didn’t work. Light bulbs were missing. Handles fell of doors. 

Electricity was rationed. It was just as described and as expected so no one had any complaints. In comparison 

to what many local people had, we knew we were in luxury. Oh! And there wasn’t a mosquito in sight! 

Day 5 Tuesday 1st November 

Hot (36ºC), humid and sunny with high cloud 

The Pearl-spotted Owlets that had been calling through the night were silent when we left at 6.40am to make our 

way further up river to Georgetown. Some school children were already on the red, dusty road ambling towards 

a school that was two hours walk away. Two Bush Pigs trotted across the bumpy road. A pair of spectacular 

Abyssinian Ground Hornbills defied their description and stood proudly aloft at the very top of a tall tree. A 

little further on a bizarre bird with a ludicrously long tail flew by looking like a cartoon hand grenade complete 

with speed lines. This was the bird that most of us had seen in the field guide and just couldn’t wait to meet. It 

was our first Exclamatory Paradise Whydah. What a name! What a tail!   

 

The next stop was at some wetlands near to Soma. Hundreds of bee-eaters and assorted herons and plovers kept 

us busy but the highlight was an immaculate Egyptian Plover seen flying in towards us. It landed close by and 

gave breath-taking opportunities for photography.  
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As we refuelled in Soma we peered from the bus windows at women carrying eggs, bananas, water buckets and 

ground nuts perched precariously on their heads. There was so much going on that we hardly noticed that the 

fuel was being delivered by a hand pump. After Soma the pitted, pot-holed road transformed into a tarmac strip 

and lead us past a quarry where a troop of forty Guinea Baboons were at play. Close to the village of Jappineh 

we spotted the very rare Ovambo Sparrowhawk and an African Hawk Eagle. A lily-covered, reed-fringed pond 

near to Willingara Ba produced Black Crakes, Jacanas with fledged young and two White-crested Helmet Shrikes. 

A Ruppell’s Vulture flew in to join the White-backed and Hooded Vultures on a stark, dead tree. All the 

important identification features could be seen on this obliging heavy-weight.  

 

The next marsh had deeper water and denser vegetation which successfully hid African Pygmy Geese who 

permitted no more than tantalising glimpses. British birders would have settled quietly at the edge concealed by 

drab clothing and ready for a long, patient wait. Mamadou had a different approach. He waded out in a 

fluorescent yellow top “pishing”, owl calling and rasping for all he was worth but the stubborn wildfowl were 

unmoved. The otherwise undistinguished village of Fula Bantang became our focus of attention for its colony of 

nesting Marabou Storks. The local children were amused by our interest and intrigued by our optics. A 

consignment of empty water bottles was duly distributed. A bottle tossed into the void would precipitate a 

frantic scuffle for ownership, but one placed directly into the hand of a specific child led to no contesting action 

from the others. The concept of private ownership had been appreciated. 

 

It was 5.40pm when we alighted wearily from the bus at Baobolong Camp on Georgetown Island. This was as 

basic as the last camp, but endearing in its way. Holes in the mosquito net were easily mended with Elastoplasts. 

A colony of fruit bats hanging restlessly from a tree and a cacophony of crickets with toads leaping across the 

floor of the dining area added to the feeling of being away from it all.  

Day 6 Wednesday 2nd November 

Oppressive heat and humidity 

At 7.10am we were assembled on the rickety quayside ready to board a boat to take us down the Gambia River. 

It served as an excellent viewing platform as it was stable and the engine was quiet. Diminutive and drab Swamp 

Flycatchers fluttered along the bank side, but it was the kingfishers that linger in the memory; Woodland, Pied, 

Malachite, Blue-breasted and the exquisite Shining Blue Kingfisher were stunning in their boldly coloured 

plumages. A flock of European Turtle Doves was a welcome sight as it comprised more individuals than any of 

us had seen all summer in Britain. Vervet Monkeys and Guinea Baboons chastised us as we glided by, but the 

sight of three Hippos quietly resting at the edge of the river beneath overhanging trees caused the most 

excitement.  

We returned to camp with time to spare and used it to walk down an infrequently used track where posturing 

and indignant baboons tried to scare us away.  Our afternoon session began in a quarry near Bansang where we 

watched a colony of Red-throated Bee-eaters nesting in a warm orange-coloured cliff face. At 4.50pm we pulled 

up at Kunkilling Forest Park where we found a Greater Honeyguide, Vieillot’s Barbet and Dideric Cuckoo. A 

roadside stop for nightjars produced only Broad-billed Rollers cavorting in the gloom of encroaching darkness. 

We were back at camp at 7.10pm, exactly twelve hours after starting out! We were enjoying rice, spaghetti and 

fried aubergine by 8pm. 
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Day 7 Thursday 3rd November 

Oppressive, hot and very humid with no wind 

Breakfast was taken at 7am and by 7.35 we were ready to make the ferry crossing to the north side of the river. 

However, our driver’s attempts to jump the queue met with firm resistance and it was 9am before we were 

across. This gave us time to watch the comings and goings of those dependent for their livelihood upon ferry 

passengers spending money on provisions and services. Stalls offering bananas, ground nuts, coffee and assorted 

clothing were staffed by women who, although at subsistence level, chatted on mobile phones.  

 

The Kuntaur Swamp was only 20 minutes down the road. It is a landscape of flat, cultivated fields with water-

filled dykes where clusters of brightly clothed girls were washing clothes. Our quarry was the locally distributed 

Black Coucal which surrendered readily to our scrutiny of its open habitat. Moving on towards Wassu we 

stopped at another quarry to see a mixed colony of Red-throated, Carmine and Little Green Bee-eaters. The 

Carmines were as gorgeous as expected and they put on a good show as did three Ant-eater Chats perched on a 

dead tree stump. A pocket of road side marsh had been selected by an Egyptian Plover as a suitable feeding 

ground and yet again we had marvellous views of this very smart wader. A pair of mating Monitor Lizards held 

our rapt attention until a Purple Swamp Hen stumbled into view. Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle took some separating 

from Short-toed, but this one came extremely close so that the extensive dark hood and paler, less distinct under 

wing pattern could be appreciated.  

 

The Kaur marshes attracted thousands of Collared Pratincoles which took to the air in wheeling masses. It was a 

spectacular sight. Yellow-billed Oxpeckers were hard to find despite the density of livestock. However, we did 

find two, one on a cow; the other on a donkey. Three water hole stops on the way back to Georgetown yielded a 

good range of birds including a handsome male Cinnamon-breasted Bunting and Blue Pansy butterflies at a 

mineral lick joined by the ubiquitous Guinea Fowl butterfly. Our evening nightjar hunt failed again, but we did 

see several Four-banded Sandgrouse and a superb Orange-flanked Skink. 

Day 8 Friday 4th November 

Hot, cloudy and a bit of a breeze. Slightly less humid 

An early breakfast enabled us to assemble at the camp’s landing stage ready to board a boat at 7.30am with all 

our luggage. The plan was to thwart the queue at the ferry. Ansu would drive the bus over early and meet us on 

the other side. We had to ensure that we had enough water to meet our consumption of at least three litres a day. 

The festival of Tobaski was approaching and hundreds of families were on the move from Senegal. It did seem 

obvious that the pressure on the single ferry at Farafenni would be immense and that our projected arrival 

around midday would only see us at the back of a long queue. As it turned out it was an extremely long line of 

buses, coaches, trucks and cars that greeted us. Crossing was impossible so we had to turn back to Georgetown 

and then continue our long journey along the south side to Tendaba. This decision had cost us a full day’s 

birding and with it the chance of some exciting species.  

 

It was 3pm when we arrived at the Georgetown ferry. Our delight at seeing no queue was short lived as the bus 

became grounded on the exit ramp. There was an ominous grinding and crunching with sparks spitting spitefully 

at those attempting to ease its passage. The angle was too steep and our bus was stuck.  
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Much banter erupted as a thousand ideas on what to do bounced back and forth - wood, thick ropes, much 

pushing and sweating and gesticulating were all tried. Damage to the rear bumper and lights was considerable but 

it hung on and eventually the bus was securely on the ferry without leaving any vital chunks behind. We stopped 

in Soma for some morale boosting bananas and Sprites after a very long and trying day. It was 7.45 when we 

lurched to a halt at Tendaba and disgorged our luggage into the arms of eager porters. 

Day 9  Saturday 5th November 

Hot (36ºC), humid and sunny 

The prospect of a boat trip into the Red Mangrove swamps and channels was sufficiently exciting for us all to 

put the problems of the previous day behind us. By 7.40am we were off in an open, long boat complete with 

outboard motor. We had a really enjoyable ride through the channels and creeks to a habitat that was 

unapproachable by any other means. The Mouse-brown Sunbird failed to incite a riot, but the Goliath Heron 

certainly got us off our seats. This immense bird dwarfed nearby Great White Egrets. We returned to camp at 

11am for lunch and by 2pm we were on the road again. We stopped at 3pm at a marsh where an oddly plumaged 

pale Wahlberg’s Eagle flew over. We had based the day on being granted entry to a shrimp farm where untold 

ornithological riches awaited us. Mamadou did know that permission was most unlikely to be given and sure 

enough we were denied access which added to our frustration at losing even more birding time. It was 7.30pm 

when we finally arrived at Bakotu Hotel. It was a hot water shower, life restoring air conditioning and, for some, 

a cold beer or two that we raced to our rooms to enjoy. 

Day 10 Sunday 6th November 

Hot (33ºC) and sunny 

After a comfortable night and a good breakfast we were ready for anything the coast could throw at us. Tujereng 

Woods was our first locality. Here we saw our first and only Long Crested Eagle and Black-crowned Tchagra. 

Those who missed the first one caught up with the plucky Senegal Batis. White-fronted Black Chat and Yellow 

Penduline Tit were also new birds.  

 

We left the woods at 10.15 and headed for Tanji. On the way a dead tree with three Hooded Vultures aloft with 

drooping wings and hang-dog expression was reminiscent of a scene from Jungle Book. “What we gonna do 

then?” “I dunno, what do you want to do?”  At Tanji the aftermath of the fish market assaulted our nostrils and 

presented a scene of dereliction. The best bird was an adult Kelp Gull.  

 

For lunch we returned to the Sand Plover Restaurant near Bakau. A Curlew Sandpiper was on the foreshore. As 

we were leaving a Sacred Ibis was spotted on a rubbish filled marshy pool overlooked by huge advertising 

hoardings. There was actually time for a siesta as we returned to the hotel at 2.30pm and were not summoned 

until 4pm when we began our scrutiny of the local rice fields. Two Painted Snipe were flushed together with a 

Common Snipe. A village pond surrounded by crumbling walls and of awkward access enabled us to secure the 

best views of the trip of White-faced Whistling Ducks and, unexpectedly, a Lesser Moorhen. The Palm Beach 

Hotel rice fields held another Sacred Ibis and an Intermediate Egret. We were back at the hotel for 6.30pm.  
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Day 11 Monday 7th November 

Very hot, humid and sunny 

This morning we visited Bonto Forest; a dense woodland of tall trees. Birds were challenging to see and we 

strained our necks upwards in the hope of glimpsing a Green Hylia or a Green Crombec. A short distance away 

we were led to a well known, long established roost of White-faced Scops Owls. Two peered down at us, but 

lacked the striking facial pattern of adults. The next owl stop was near to Tunjina All Saints where this time the 

owls were immense Greyish Eagle Owls. These are not in the field guide. We now faced a long drive to the Sand 

Plover Restaurant - we picked up one new species on the beach in the form of a Common Tern. It was amusing 

to watch Western Reef Herons fishing in the shallow sea. Small shoals of fish leaped clear of the surf and glided 

like mini shearwaters for a couple of metres before plunging back to safety some distance from the baffled 

heron. It caught nothing.  

 

The road to Brufut Woods is pot-holed, scared with deep tyre tracks and dreadfully uneven. It was no surprise 

when we heard the familiar sound of crunching and splitting, mangled plastic issued from the rear of the bus. It 

took a great deal of pushing, shoving, revving of the engine and shifting of the gears to free us. More parts were 

added to the collection of fragments for the build your own bus kit. It was worth the effort as the woods were 

superb for new birds and butterflies. A Pearl-spotted Owlet perched in full view and an Egyptian Vulture sailed 

overhead. A Sulphur-breasted Bush Shrike gave us the run around. Then, in terms of rarity, the bird of the trip 

turned up…it was a Yellow-throated Tinkerbird. This only lives in Senegal in a restricted area and it was the first 

record for Brufut!  

 

Despite the intense heat beneath a corrugated roofed hide, we were captivated by the comings and goings of 

birds to an artificially created drinking pool. Two Pygmy Kingfishers were seizing bees from the shallow water. 

Eight African Thrushes came to bathe. Suddenly everything scattered. An immaculate, male Shikra swooped 

down to take a leisurely dip. We had magnificent views of its subtle plumage with greys and pink tinges. As many 

of us remarked it would have been fascinating to have spent a few hours here just watching to see what turned 

up. We would probably have drunk the pools dry though! On the walk back to the bus we chanced upon a 

wonderful Green Turaco which showed itself very well. We were back at the hotel for 7.20pm. 

Day 12 Tuesday 8th November 

Hot and sunny with no cloud 

On our last morning we were taken to coastal sites where disappointingly the tide was high and the few birds 

that remained were at a distance. It was time to head back to the hotel for a refreshing shower and clean-up. The 

bus picked us up at 1.45pm after we had said farewell and thanks to Mamadou, Ansu and Sarjo. Passing through 

the airport checks and formalities was the smoothest and quickest that any of us had experienced and our flight 

left ahead of time. We landed at a murky Gatwick at 10.15pm after a memorable holiday during which we had 

experienced the real Gambia and 285 of its bird species and 30 butterflies. What a trip! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Checklists 

Birds 

 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis capensis  
Very scarce. Only seen at two locations 
 
Long-tailed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus africanus  
Frequently seen at most freshwater wetlands. 
 
African Darter Anhinga rufa  
Common especially up river. 
 
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus  
Only one seen. 
 
Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens )  
Most common pelican 
 
White-backed Night Heron Gorsachius leuconotus 
A single on the nest at Farasuto and one at  Georgetown 
 
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
Seen in low numbers 
 
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides  
Common in most wetland areas. 
 
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis ibis ) 
Common, seen almost daily in sizeable numbers.  
 
Striated Heron Butorides striatus atricapillus   
One to two encountered at most wetlands. 
 
Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca   
Only two seen. One fishing at Koto Creek 
 
Western Reef Egret Egretta gularis schistacea   
Widespread. 
 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta garzetta   
Plenty seen 
 
Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia brachyrhynchus  
Only four seen 
 
Great Egret Egretta alba melanorhynchos) 
Widespread 
 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea purpurea   
Mainly singles at a range of localities. 
 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea cinerea  
Common 
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Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala  
Fairly widespread, usually in low numbers.  
 
Goliath Heron Ardea goliath  
Only 3 found at Tendaba creek.  
 
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta umbretta   
Present at most wetlands. 
 
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis  
Only found at Tendaba creek. 
 
Black Stork Ciconia nigra 
One at Kaur was possibly only the third record in recent times. 
 
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus microscelis  
Recorded at two localities. 
 
Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus   
Colony nesting at village. 
 
Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus  
Only two individuals seen 
 
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata   
Seen at most wetlands. 
 
Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis gambensis   
Usually seen in flight around wetland areas, in small groups of up to 20. 
  
African Pygmy Goose Nettapus auritus 
Six at one marsh and two at another. 
 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus haliaetus   
Widespread, but most numerous in coastal areas. 
 
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus caeruleus  
One perched on pylon on day three. 
 
Yellow-billed (Black) Kite Milvus (migrans) parasitus   
Widespread, but most numerous in coastal areas. 
 
African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer   
Very scarce. Only three seen 
 
Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis   
Coastal area only. 
 
Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 
Just one seen at Brufut Woods. 
 
Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus monachus  
Very common, Seen in large numbers most days.  
 
African White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus  
Present in low numbers inland. 
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Rüppell's Griffon Vulture Gyps rueppellii rueppellii   
Three were seen. One perched gave good views as it flew off. 
 
Eurasian Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus 
Just a few mixed in with white-backs inland. 
 
White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis  
Three individuals were seen. 
 
Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle Circaetus beaudouini  
Three were seen. 
 
Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus (3:12)  
Three in total, all inland. 
 
Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus   
Poorly represented, with just three sightings.  
 
African Harrier Hawk Polyboroides typus pectoralis   
Common and widespread. 
 
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus aeruginosus  
Represented at several inland wetland localities. 
 
Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar   
A total of four seen.  
 
African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 
One seen perched in dense forest. 
 
Dark Chanting Goshawk Melierax metabates metabates   
Most often seen from the bus window, prominently perched on roadside wires etc. 
 
Shikra Accipiter badius  
Commonly encountered at a wide range of localities, but best at forest drinking pool. 
 
Ovambo Sparrowhawk Accipiter ovampensis 
One individual of this exceptionally rare hawk was seen near Soma. 
 
Grasshopper Buzzard Butastur rufipennis   
Six seen in total, at dry inland localities. 
 
Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus monogrammicus  
Widespread, though unobtrusive. Seen on five days. 
 
Wahlberg's Eagle Aquilla wahlbergi  
Widespread. About a dozen seen in total. 
 
African Hawk Eagle Hieraatus spilogaster  
Only seen on three occasions 
 
Booted Eagle Aquila pennatus  
Only one seen. 
 
Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis   
Just one sighting. 
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Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus   
Three individuals but distant and poorly seen. 
 
Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus   
A common bird 
 
Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera ruficollis  
Only three including a pair together at Kalagi. 
 
Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus abyssinicus  
Three in total 
 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus  
A juvenile on a pylon 
 
Stone Partridge Ptilopachus petrosus petrosus   
Heard on one occasion but never seen 
 
Double-spurred Francolin Francolinus bicalcaratus bicalcaratus  
Widespread, mainly flying across roads. 
 
Black Crowned Crane Balearica pavonina 
One fantastic individual in flight at Kaur wetlands 
 
Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra   
Disappointingly scarce with only two seen. 
 
Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio  
Just one at Kaur. 
 
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  
Only two. 
 
Lesser Moorhen Gallinula angulata 
Just one on a village swamp. 
 
Savile's Bustard Eupodotis savilei 
One seen briefly by a very lucky few north of the river. 
 
African Jacana Actophilornis africana  
Small numbers were seen at most wetland sites.  
 
Greater Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis  
Two were flushed from rice fields. 
 
Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 
 Seen from the Sandplover Restaurant 
 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus himantopus  
Small numbers at wetlands throughout. 
 
Senegal Thick-knee Burhinus senegalensis)  
Present in most wetland areas. 
 
Egyptian Plover Pluvialis (or Pluvianus) aegyptius  
Nine were seen in the Kaur area.  
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Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola pratincola &/or fuelleborni   
Many thousands were present at Kaur in spectacular massed flight. 
 
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula  
Fairly common in two or three localities. 
 
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola  
A few individuals were seen. 
 
African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus senegallus   
Present at most wetlands. 
 
Black-headed Lapwing Vanellus tectus tectus   
Not seen until mid tour. 
 
White-headed Lapwing Vanellus albiceps 
Seen on both visits to Kaur. 
 
Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus  
Very common and widespread. 
 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea  
One seen from the Sandplover Restaurant 
 
Ruff Philomachus pugnax  
Several on Kaur marshes 
 
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago gallinago  
One flushed from rice bed.. 
 
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica lapponica   
Several werte seen. 
 
Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa 
Just two were picked out at Kaur 
 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus phaeopus  
Widespread and numerous. 
 
Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata  
Only one seen..  
 
Common Redshank Tringa totanus totanus   
Present in small numbers at most wetlands. 
 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia  
Well represented at most wetlands. 
 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus   
A few encountered singly on freshwater wetlands. 
 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola  
More gregarious than the above and often encountered in small groups at some wetland areas.  
 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  
Very common throughout wherever there was water.  
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Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres interpres   
A few on the coast. 
 
Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus poiocephalus  
Present in large numbers at Banjul and Tanji.  
 
Slender-billed Gull Larus genei  
Rather scarce. 
 
Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
Several small parties mixed in with Grey-headeds 
 
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus vetula   
One adult was identified amongst the gulls at Tanji. 
 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus intermedius  
Present in good numbers at Banjul and Tanji. 
 
Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica nilotica  
Very few seen. 
 
Caspian Tern Sterna caspia  
Best appreciated from the Sandplover Restaurant  
 
Royal Tern Sterna maxima albididorsalis ( 
Several at the Sandplover Restaurant and at Tanji 
 
Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis sandvicensis   
Well represented along the coast. 
 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo hirundo   
Only one was seen.  
 
Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus bengalensis 
Loitering on beach at Sandplover Restaurant on each visit. 
 
Little Tern Sterna albifrons albifrons &/or guinea   
A single feeding on the sea at the restaurant. 
 
Four-banded Sandgrouse Pterocles quadricinctus   
About 10 individuals were seen. 
 
Rock Dove Columba livia  
Feral population around coastal towns. 
 
African Green Pigeon Treron calva nudirostris  
Only seen briefly in flight by a few people 
 
Bruce's Green Pigeon Treron waalia  
Seen in small numbers around Georgetown.  
 
Red-billed (or Blue-spotted) Wood Dove Turtur afer  
Scarce, but a pair showed well at Abuko. 
 
Black-billed Wood Dove Turtur abyssinicus  
Most commonly encountered wood-dove, plentiful around Georgetown and Tendaba. 
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Namaqua Dove Oena capensis  
Several seen inland. 
 
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea guinea  
Abundant 
 
European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
One flock seen at Tendaba. 
 
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata  
Very common and widespread 
 
African Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens shelleyi   
 Plentiful. 
 
Vinaceous Dove Streptopelia vinacea (  
Common and probably overlooked. 
 
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis senegalensis  
Very common and widespread.  
 
Brown-necked Parrot Poicephalus robustus fuscicollis   
One in flight briefly over Farasuto Forest. 
 
Senegal Parrot Poicephalus senegalus senegalus  
Fairly common and widespread. 
 
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri krameri   
Common and widespread. 
 
Green Turaco Tauraco persa buffoni   
Two seen really well including one at Abuko. 
 
Violet Turaco Musophaga violacea (3:12)  
One at Abuko. 
 
Western Grey Plantain-eater Crinifer piscator  
Common and widespread. 
 
Levaillant's Cuckoo Oxylophus levaillantii   
Three in total seen, plus one heard. 
 
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 
Only a single seen. 
 
Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas   
Only two seen all trip. 
 
Didric Cuckoo Chrysococcyx captius   
Encountered on three occasions. 
 
Yellowbill Ceuthmochares aereus 
Just one heard but not seen. 
 
African Black Coucal Centropus grillii 
Four individuals seen in same area of Kauntur Swamp 
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Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis 
Common and widespread. 
 
Barn Owl Tyto alba 
One at Tendaba seen by a very lucky couple of people. 
 
African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis senegalensis  
Two roosting outside the restaurant at Marikissa Lodge. 
 
White-faced Owl Ptilopsis leucotis leucotis  
Two at a regular roost site at Brufut Woods. 
 
Greyish Eagle Owl Bubo cinerascens 
Two roosting at secret location 
 
Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum perlatum  
Just two seen 
 
Mottled Spinetail Telecanthura ussheri ussheri  
Small numbers seen, all inland. 
 
African Palm Swift Cypsiuris parvus parvus  
Common and widespread. 
 
Pallid Swift Apus pallidus brehmorum  
Reasonable flocks towards end of trip on coast 
 
Little Swift Apus affinis aerobates  
Very common and widespread. 
 
Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala leucocephala  
Three seen. 
 
Blue-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon malimbica torquata   
Most common on the Tendaba creek crawl. 
 
Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis senegalensis   
Seen at several widely scattered localities. 
 
Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti chelicuti  
Three encounters, all inland. 
 
African Pygmy Kingfisher Ceryx picta picta  
Uncommon, though widely spread. Two at forest drinking pool. 
 
Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata galerita  
Common, present at most wetlands.  
 
Shining Blue Kingfisher Alcedo quadribrachys 
One superb sighting of this very rare kingfisher at Tendaba. 
 
Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima maxima  
Seen at three localities including Abuko.  
 
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis rudis   
Very common in all wetland areas. 
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Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus pusillus  
Most frequently encountered in coastal areas where quite common.   
 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus chrysolaimus  
Only seen in very small numbers 
 
Red-throated Bee-eater Merops bulocki bulocki  
40+ at a breeding colony near Wassu. 
 
White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis  
Locally common. 
 
Little Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis viridissimus  
Seen well at three sites including Wassu. 
 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus chrysocercus  
Some sizeable flocks. 
 
European Bee-eater Merops apiaster   
Flocks seen around Georgetown. 
 
Northern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicus nubicus   
12+ seen in the Wassu area. 
 
Rufous-crowned Roller Coracias naevius naevius 
Twelve were seen in total at a wide scattering of localities.  
 
Blue-bellied Roller Coracias cyanogaster  
Most common in coastal areas. 
 
Abyssinian Roller Coracias abyssinica ( 
Most common inland, double figure sightings most days. 
 
Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus afer   
Reasonable numbers, predominantly coastal and at dusk 
 
Green Wood-hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus senegalensis  
Fairly common.  
 
Northern Ground Hornbill  Bucorvus abyssinicus 
A pair perched on a tree top. 
 
Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus kempi   
Very common and widespread. 
 
African Pied Hornbill Tockus fasciatus semifasciatus  
The rarest hornbill. Seen on four occasions 
 
African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus nasutus  
Very common and widespread. 
 
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus chrysoconus  
Seen twice and heard once. 
 
Yellow-throated Tinkerbird Pogoniulus subsulphureus 
One found in Brufut Woods was the first record for The Gambia in years. It is only found in Senegal. 
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Vieillot's Barbet Lybius vieilloti buchanani   
About six seen 
 
Bearded Barbet Lybius dubius   
A total of 4-5 encountered. 
 
Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator  
Two were seen. 
 
Fine-spotted Woodpecker Campethera punctuligera punctuligera  
Only seen on the first day at Abuko 
 
Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos goertae goertae  
The most common woodpecker seen, widespread. 
 
Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea 
One flushed from maize field during bustard hunt. 
 
Crested Lark Galerida cristata senegallensis )  
Just one seen on the coast. 
 
Chestnut-backed Sparrow Lark Eremopterix leucotis melanocephala  
Three individuals only. 
 
Fanti Saw-wing Psalidoprocne obscura   
Seen at Abuko and around Georgetown. 
 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia  
Only one or two at Georgetown. 
 
Mosque Swallow Hirundo senegalensis senegalensis  
Small numbers inland only.  
 
Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo (daurica) domicella  
Very common and widespread. 
 
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii smithii   
Very scarce indeed. 
 
House Martin Delichon urbica  
Not many seen. 
 
Red-chested Swallow Hirundo lucida lucida  
The most abundant of the swallows. 
 
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Good numbers were present at Kaur, otherwise only occasional singles elsewhere. 
 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba  
A few at Kaur .  
 
Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys ansorgei  
A single only. 
 
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 
Two singles seen. 
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Little Greenbul Andropadus virens erythropterus  
A single seen at Abuko. 
 
Yellow-throated Leaflove Chlorocichla flavicollis flavicollis  
About eight seen in total. 
 
Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapilla morelorum   
A skulking individual at the Farasuto Forest. 
 
Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus inornatus  
Very common and widespread. 
 
Northern Anteater-chat Myrmecocichla aethiops  
Three were seen in the Wassu area. 
 
White-fronted Black Chat Pentholaea albifrons 
One seen at Tanjeh 
 
Snowy-crowned Robin Chat Cossypha niveicapilla niveicapilla  
Two were seen on day two and day eight 
 
White-crowned Robin Chat Cossypha albicapilla albicapilla  
Eight  at scattered localities 
 
Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus  
Just a single wintering male was found.. 
 
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  
Two sightings of singles well inland. 
 
Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe 
Only one near beach. 
 
African Thrush Turdus pelios chiguancoides  
At Abuko, Tendaba and Brufut Woods 
 
Isabelline Warbler /Western Olivaceous Warbler  Iduna opaca 
One in coastal scrub at Tanji. 
 
Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta   
A single only.  
 
Singing Cisticola Cisticola cantans swanzii  
Encountered on three occasions 
 
Siffling Cisticola Cisticola brachypterus brachypterus  
Seen only twice 
 
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis uropygialis   
Frequently heard in agricultural areas, occasionally sitting up on view. 
 
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava subflava  
Only three sightings 
 
Red-winged Warbler Heliolais erythroptera erythroptera  
Several were heard but only one showed itself well. 
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Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida  
Only seen at Abuko and two elsewhere.. 
 
Grey-backed Camaroptera (Bleating Bush Warbler) Camaroptera brevicaudata brevicaudata 
Four  singles seen. 
 
Senegal Eremomela Eremomela pusilla  
Five in total seen at well spread wooded sites.  
 
Northern Crombec Sylvietta brachyura brachyura  
Only two individuals were found 
 
Green Crombec Sylvietta virens 
Just one at Bonto Forest 
 
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus trochilus  
Seen at several widely spread wooded sites. 
 
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita  
A few singles were seen.  
 
Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Two old, worn individuals lacking any green or yellow in the plumage and with a weak eyestripe. 
 
Oriole Warbler Hypergerus atriceps  
Frequently heard but only seen once. 
 
Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans cantillans  
Two sightings.  
 
Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus) 
A single showed briefly at the Kunkilling Forest. 
 
Northern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis edolioides 
One seen at Abuko 
 
Swamp Flycatcher Muscicapa aquatica aquatica  
Five were seen from the Georgetown river cruise.  
 
African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis viridis  
Two pairs 
 
Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone rufiventer rufiventer  
Three or four in aboko area. 
 
Red-bellied x African Paradiseflycatcher 
This distinctive hybrid was seen at Abuko 
 
Senegal Batis Batis senegalensis) 
Two. 
 
Common Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea cyanea  
A brief single at the Farasotu Forest.  
 
Brown Babbler Turdoides plebejus platycircus  
A few groups seen in widespread localities.  
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Blackcap Babbler Turdoides reinwardtii reinwardtii  
Two groups were seen 
 
Yellow Penduline Tit Anthoscopus parvulus senegalensis  
Only one seen 
 
Mouse-brown Sunbird Anthreptes gabonicus  
A few were seen on the Tendaba mangrove cruise..  
 
Western Violet-backed Sunbird Anthreptes longuemarei  
A single at the Penang rice fields. 
 
Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 
A male at the Farasotu Forest. 
 
Green-headed Sunbird Cyanomitra verticalis 
One seen on the golf course at Koto 
 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis senegalensis  
Fairly common inland, scarcer at the coast.  
 
Beautiful Sunbird Cinnyris pulchella pulchella   
Common in coastal areas. 
 
Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus venustus  
Scattered records 
 
Splendid Sunbird Cinnyris coccinigastra  
Occasionally encountered on the coast, not seen inland.  
 
Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cuprea  
Two sightings at the coast 
 
Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis senegalensis  
Seen on two occasions 
 
Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator  
Three individuals were seen. Two were juveniles and one was an adult. 
 
Yellow-billed Shrike Corvinella corvina corvina  
Common and widespread.  
 
Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegala senegala  
One encounter with this beautiful songster. 
 
Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis gambensis  
Only three individuals were seen. 
 
Yellow-crowned Gonolek Laniarius barbarus barbarus  
More often heard than seen. Best views at Koto Creek. 
 
Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike Telophorus sulfureopectus  
One extreme skulker in coastal scrub near Tanji. 
 
White Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus plumatus  
Only two together. 
 



Gambia - A Birdwatching Tour Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     January 12 21 
 

African Golden Oriole Oriolus auratus auratus  
Only one skulking individual was found..  
 
Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis divaricatus  
Common and widespread.  
  
Pied Crow Corvus albus  
Common at the coast, much scarcer inland. 
 
Piapiac Ptilostomus afer  
Common at the coast, very few seen inland. 
 
Purple Glossy Starling Lamprotornis purpureus purpureus  
Mostly seen around Georgetown, scarce at the coast.  
 
Bronze-tailed Glossy Starling Lamprotornis chalcurus chalcurus   
Three scattered sightings. 
 
Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus chalybaeus  
Not many were picked out. 
 
Lesser Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chloropterus chloropterus  
Common inland in small numbers 
  
Long-tailed Glossy Starling Lamprotornis caudatus 
Very common throughout. 
 
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus africanus  
Two encounters, both inland. 
 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus indicus  
Noted around Kotu, Tanji and the airport. 
 
Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus griseus  
Common in a wide range of wooded habitats. 
 
Bush Petronia Petronia dentata dentata  
Unassuming though fairly regular inland.  
 
White-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis albirostris  
Fairly common in coastal localities.  
 
Little Weaver Ploceus luteolus luteolus ()  
Encountered rarely but only  in coastal areas. 
 
Black-necked Weaver Ploceus nigricollis brachypterus  
Common at Brufut Woods and Abuko.  
 
Heuglin’s Masked Weaver Ploceus heuglini 
One at roadside pool. 
 
Vitelline (African) Masked Weaver Ploceus (velatus) vitellinus  
One at Farasotu Forest and four en-route to Georgetown on the North bank.  
 
Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus cucullatus  
Super-abundant and widespread.  
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Black-headed (or Yellow-backed) Weaver Ploceus melanocephalus melanocephalus  
Common on the North bank especially in the Kaur area. 
 
Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea quelea  
Seen in a few localities  
 
Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer afer  
Very common and conspicuous..  
 
Black-winged Red Bishop Euplectes hordeaceus hordeaceus  
Common where it occurs. 
 
Northern Red Bishop Euplectes franciscanus ( 
Common and widespread throughout.  
 
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala senegala &/or rhodopsis  
Common in coastal areas, in smaller numbers inland.  
 
Orange-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda melpoda  
Encountered at five localities and quite common. 
 
Black-rumped Waxbill Estrilda troglodytes   
Common in widespread habitats. 
 
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus bengalus )  
Common and widespread throughout. 
 
African Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis atricollis  
A single at Georgetown seen by a lucky few. 
 
Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata  
Common in coastal areas.  
 
Cut-throat Finch Amadina fasciata 
A pair seen well perched in a tree. 
 
Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata chalybeata 
Small numbers, all inland.  
 
Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 
Just three individual males. 
 
Exclamatory Paradise Whydah Vidua interjecta  
Six to eight individual males seen. 
 
White-rumped Seedeater Serinus leucopygius riggenbachi  
A single at Kunkilling Forest.  
 
Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus caniceps  
Common in woodlands in all areas 
 
Cinnamon-breasted Rock Bunting Emberiza tahapisi goslingi 
Only one was found 
 
Brown-rumped Bunting Emberiza affinis nigeriae  

Again, only a single individual was found. 
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Butterflies 

Encedon Acraea Common Bush Brown Small Grass Yellow 

Creamy Small White Calypso Caper White Striped Policeman 

Elegant Acraea Brown-veined White Soldier Pansy 

River Sailor Black Hopper Savanna Pied Pierrot 

Grizzled Skipper Blue Pansy African Caper White 

Narrow Banded Green Swallowtail Cream-bordered Charaxes African Emigrant 

White Lady Swallowtail Grey Elfin Small Orange Tip 

Small Orange Acraea Golden Pansy Little Commodore 

Citrus Swallowtail African Tiger Pearl Charaxes 

Clouded Flat Twin-spot Skipper African Spirit 

Guinea Fowl Common Grass Yellow African Grass Blue 

Mammals 

Western Red Colobus Monkey Green Vervet Monkey Red Patas Monkey 

Guinea Baboon Bush Pig Hippopotamus 

Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Sun Squirrel Mongoose 

Reptiles 

Orange-flanked Skink Yellow-fronted Agama Nile Monitor lizard 

Other Taxa 

Mudskipper African Toad Fiddler Crabs 

Praying Mantis Ant Lion Cockroach 

Paper Wasps   

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

