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Tour Leaders:   Ed Drewitt    Naturetrek 

Mamadou Wurry Jallow  Local Guide 

    Dato (Sarjo Conteh)   Assistant Local Guide 

 

Participants:    Nancy Moore 

    Diane Bratt 

    Barry McCarthy 

    Bernard King 

    Colin Undrill 

    Chris Moore 

    Nev Rayment 

    Sue Rayment 

    Christine Daley 

    Robert Waldron 

    Marilyn Horner 

    John Bleloch 

    Phyllis Bleloch 

    Julia Rand 

Summary 

Just six hours flight south from the UK, Naturetrek's November trip to Gambia revealed 295 species of bird (a 

record for the trips at this time of the year). We also saw 48 species of butterfly, various reptiles, and a host of 

mammals including Hippos, baboons, and Patas Monkeys. The rare and dapper Egyptian Plover was the star 

bird on wetlands close to Janjanbureh, an island town deep in land by the River Gambia. The rare (for the 

Gambia) Brown-necked Parrot was a hard bird to find but we were rewarded by three in woodland. Familiar 

species such as Osprey, Redstart, Whimbrel, Common Sandpiper, Whinchat and Willow Warbler were also 

encountered - a chance to see these species on their wintering grounds while the UK freezes! They were 

mingling with the colourful locals, from the blazing iridescence of sunbirds, and the rainbow colours of all the 

beeeaters found in the Gambia, including the Northern Carmine Bee-eater.  

 

Other highlights including the shy forest raptors such as the Ayre's Hawk Eagle and African Goshawk, while the 

Bateleur was a highlight for most as it soared over dry scrub. A boat trip along the River Gambia, and another 

through the mangroves at Tendaba, provided the chance to see a variety of kingfishers, rollers, herons, storks 

and the Brown Sunbird, a less colourful member of the family which makes its nest inches from the water's 

surface.  

 

From seabirds to shy forest dwellers, dry open grassland specialists to soaring eagles and vultures, this 12-day trip 

provided an enjoyable, and thorough insight into the birdlife across The Gambia. 
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Day 1 Friday 2nd November 

Hot and sunny, 33°C 

After an early cold start at Gatwick Airport, we were in the air by 9.15am, flying across Southampton, the 

Channel Islands and the Bay of Biscay in no time. The baking, multicoloured rocks and sand of the Sahel in 

Mauritania went on for hours before we crossed the coast of Senegal where we began our descent into the 

capital, Banjul. We were greeted by a blast of hot air as we exited the plane and views of tall, lush green elephant 

grasses gracing the sides of the runway. Two Hooded Vultures were showering under the lawn sprays. After a 

busy and bustling time getting our luggage, we were on the coach to the Bakotu Hotel, based by the coast.  

 

With an hour or so before the sun disappeared for the night, we met with our Gambian guide and leader 

Mamadou Wurry. We pottered up the road to see some of our first Gambian birds. As we edged our way along 

the road to Kotu Bridge, we were entertained by a few Yellow-crowned Gonoleks, Bronze Manikins, an African 

Thrush with food for its chicks, and a few Little Weavers. Meanwhile, the creek by the bridge was at low tide. 

The mud was busy with Senegal Thick-knees, Pied Kingfishers and the more familiar Common Sandpipers. One 

was tackling a small West African Fiddler Crab which wasn’t going to give up easily – the crab lost in the end! 

Our first Beautiful and Splendid Sunbirds showed off their bright colours alongside a Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, 

with its zebra-streaked head and yellow chest.  

 

As we settled in to our rooms before dinner, the sound of cicadas signalled the night shift, while African Toads 

crawled around the paths near our rooms. The friendly hotel African Spurred Tortoise, known as Sulcata, was 

also spotted and seen throughout our stay. After a delicious three-course meal we rested in our cooler air-

conditioned rooms, ready for an early start.  

Day 2 Saturday 3rd November 

Hot and sunny, 35°C 

We met early at 6.30am and walked down to Kotu Bridge to catch some early birds before breakfast – Pied 

Crows were the first birds along with Common Bulbuls which began to sing. Mamadou met us on the bridge, 

and as the light came up we were rewarded with Senegal Thick-knees, Broad-billed Rollers catching early 

morning insects, and our first raptors, the Sparrowhawk-like Shikra, an Osprey and a Grey Kestrel hawking 

insects. Two Little Bee-eaters were well hidden in the mangroves, whilst the partridge-like Double-spurred 

Francolin revealed itself with its sudden, grating call. A Grey Woodpecker was hiding in a nearby tree and the 

bushes revealed a wintering soft pastel-coloured Sub-alpine Warbler. African Palm Swifts fed overhead, a 

Woodland Kingfisher sat in a Baobab Tree, and Long-tailed Glossy Starlings flew past – they would be a familiar 

sight throughout our trip.  

 

After breakfast we set off to the Abuko Nature Reserve, an important small fragment of the original forest, still 

standing amongst an urban environment and subsistence farming. An African Jacana on a pool just outside the 

reserve made for a brief road stop. Above our heads was a busy colony of Village Weavers, some with young in 

their spectacularly woven nests. A Black Kite sat on electricity wired nearby. As we entered the forest, Red 

Colobus Monkeys were busy in the trees above us, and a Common Dotted Border Butterfly rested on some 

nearby leaves.  
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A Gambian Sun Squirrel climbed through the trees, and Nile Monitor Lizards rustled leaves as they hid away. 

Little Greenbuls busied themselves up in the trees, remaining cryptic with their dark green-brown colours. A 

Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu was collecting long grass strands and flying off with them to a nest – they trailed 

behind as it flew. Over the nearby pool, a huge crow-size Giant Kingfisher sat on its bamboo perch. As we 

ventured further into the forest, the distinctive call of the Common Wattleye became evident and a pair was 

spotted nearby. A Snowy-crowned Bush Robin remained elusive but did show briefly, and nearby a Blue-spotted 

Wood Dove sat above us in a tree. A pair of Red-billed Firefinches came down to drink, and African Mourning 

Doves sang throughout the forest.  

 

In a small opening, we stood for some time watching a pair of Grey-headed Bristlebills. One was singing and 

sounded fluty like a Blackbird. A Grey-backed Cameroptera showed briefly while a Pygmy Kingfisher perched 

only eight metres away but was camouflaged, and took time for everyone to see. The keen eyes of Mamadou 

meant a secretive African Goshawk didn’t go undetected. Careful guidance meant everyone got to the see the 

head of a hidden juvenile bird stood in a palm tree. Our walk also revealed Yellow-breasted Apalis, Collared 

Sunbirds, Black-necked Weaver, black swallows knows as Fanti Saw-wings, and a large Brown Paper Wasp. We 

got down on our knees to spot the scarce Weston Bluebill – a female showed briefly with her red chest and 

spotted flanks. Various butterflies flew in the open areas including the stunning Citrus Swallowtail, Common 

Grass Yellow, Savannah Demon Charaxes, and African Joker. Various dragonflies were also swarming over the 

water including Widow, Black Percher, Strong Skimmer, and Red Basker. We didn’t escape the ants either – 

despite our best efforts! The term ants in your pants couldn’t have been closer to the truth!  

 

After burning off lots of energy in the morning, we were ready for some fresh, local food. At Lamin Lodge, we 

sat in a semi-circle shaded from the heat of the sun in a Gambian style bar – a large hut made from local mud, 

wood and palm fronds. Just outside a colony of Village Weavers were busy nesting and singing. In the rice fields 

nearby we had heard a Pearl Spotted Owlet – this became a familiar sound as it is the call which Mamadou and 

other leaders use to attract small birds such as sunbirds. Two Little Bee-eaters darted out from a tree to catch 

insects while five Northern Red Bishops, including a bright red male, fed on nearby rice stems. A Long-crested 

Eagle took off from the field, showing off its distinctive white wing panels.  

 

Back at the bar, piles of oyster shells collected locally, were burning slowly – they leave behind a grey powder 

used as cement in the building industry. Nearby, some Baobab Trees stood – they are hundreds of years old, and 

seen throughout The Gambia. The fruits are used as a rehydration fluid (especially if you have Banjul belly), 

while the leaves are cooked, ground up, and mixed with couscous to help make this staple food easier to 

swallow. Near our eating-place, some food put down for the birds attracted Red-billed Firefinches and Cordon 

Bleus, while a large Agama Lizard basked under the bus!  

 

After eating delicious fresh Guinean or Guachanche Barracuda and chicken with chips, we had an afternoon 

walk in nearby woodland and rice fields on the edge of Lamin. Despite the heat, there was plenty around. We 

had good views of a Tawny-flanked Prinia, Wire-tailed Swallows and more Little Bee-eaters. One tree was busy 

with Grey-backed Cameropteras, a Violet-backed Sunbird, at least six Beautiful Sunbirds, a Western Olivaceous 

Warbler, and a Melodious Warbler. African Immigrant, African Tiger, and Citrus Swallowtail Butterflies were 

common. In the thicker undergrowth, a Yellow-throated Leaflove was tricky to spot, while a Greater 

Honeyguide close to a bee’s nest was glimpsed by most, usually just a view of its rear end!  
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A small family of White-crowned Robin Chats, a Violet Turaco, and good views of Senegal Parrots with their 

bright yellow chests went down well. In the open areas, Yellow-billed Shrikes were common alongside Blue-

breasted Rollers, usually perched in palm trees. Osprey, two Pink-backed Pelicans, Red-billed Hornbill, Red-

bellied Paradise Flycatcher, Short-winged Cisticola, and Bearded Barbet finished off our walk before we got back 

to the vehicle ready for some soft drinks.  

 

A quick stop in Yundum, near the airport, gave us a chance to see the huge nests of the White-billed Buffalo 

Weavers – they make individual compartments within one big woven nest. Each nest could contain six or more 

pairs nesting in each compartment. A female Double-spurred Francolin sat in an Acacia tree, while the male sat 

on top of a small termite mound calling. A Rufous-crowned Roller was on another Acacia Tree, and further 

down the road we stopped to see a Lizard Buzzard perched on electricity wires, showing off its banded tail and 

white-edged primary feathers.  

 

Our final stop was in the busy and dusty town of Serrekunda to see an African White-faced Owl – there were in 

fact two, high up in a tree of a private garden. We got scope-filled views, and we were able to see the long 

whiskers around the bill, the sharp talons and the fine patterning on their breast feathers. Blackcap Babblers 

made themselves known, and a hybrid flycatcher was also in the trees - a cross between a Red-bellied and an 

African Paradise Flycatcher. Just outside on the street, a huge hand-sized Giant Orb Web Spider waited patiently 

on her large web.  

 

We finished back at the hotel at dusk, ready for a shower and rest before dinner and the checklist. We were 

already up to 108 bird species. That evening African Giant Snails were sliding across the paths while Ed spotted 

a huge cat-sized Gambian Rat pottering past some rooms.  

Day 3 Sunday 4th November 

Hot and sticky, 32°C 

Today’s itinerary involved visiting some open grassland and protected forest, and Mamadou’s colleague, Sering, 

joined us. On our way Piacpiacs were busy climbing over donkeys by the roadside looking for the odd insect. 

Blue-bellied Rollers were perched on the electricity wires, alongside at least four Yellow-billed Shrikes. Three 

Mottled Spinetail Swifts swooped past and a field contained at least 30 Pied Crows, foraging amongst some 

recently dug soil. Red-chested Swallows perched on the wires, and Cattle Egrets were common in the fields.  

 

We spent some time walking along a dusty track at Kuloro looking out across grassland and the odd Acacia Tree. 

A Red-necked Falcon flew past, while Singing and Short-winged or Siffling Cisticolas, and Black-crowned 

Tchagra sang from the nearby trees. A male Marsh Harrier drifted over, while a pair of long-tailed Abyssinian 

Rollers wowed everyone with their bright blue colours and close views. One particular Acacia tree was busy with 

rollers, Vitalline Masked Weavers, Viellot’s Barbet, a Black-headed Heron, Pied Crows, Long-tailed Glossy 

Starlings, Grey Woodpecker, and a few familiar migrants, a Tree Pipit, a Melodious Warbler, and a Whinchat. 

Nearby a stunning male Northern Red Bishop perched on the top of some grasses. Meanwhile, a tiny Sky Blue 

Cupid Butterfly fed on some dried mongoose droppings. A little further along the track another tree was home 

to feeding Willow Warblers, a Western Olivaceous Warbler, a yellow-chested Senegal Eremomela, and four 

Senegal Parrots. A Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle and two immature Palmnut Vultures drifted overhead. 
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We drove a little way down the lane and arrived at Farasuta Forest – a reserve very close to Mamadou’s heart. 

This forest has been preserved, protected and managed by the local community – which includes many with a 

passion for birds. It contains some large, old trees, and shallow pools. As we entered, the darker interior was 

busy with Snowy-crowned Robin Chat, Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Common Wattleye, and Black-headed 

Weaver. At the pools some distant Pied-winged Swallows fed, six Green Wood Hoopoes passed by, and a 

Palmnut Vulture sat in a tree. A nocturnal White-backed Heron was discovered hiding in a small tree; its huge 

eyes a clue to its night-time hunting habits. Pied Kingfishers were abundant. We found a new butterfly for the 

forest – a shiny blue Widespread Forester. Some high-flying White-throated Bee-eaters were feeding above us, 

and a few Pink-backed Pelicans drifted overhead. The back of the pool was home to some Senegal Thick-knees 

and African Wattled Plovers. In front of them, in the water, the snout and eyes of a West African Nile Crocodile 

lurked, waiting for an opportunity to snap up some prey. As we came back out of the forest, a large Cream-

bordered Charaxes Butterfly came close, and three or four Pied Hornbills were perched in tall trees before 

moving on. 

 

After a bumpy ride through some flood-effected tracks (now dry!), we arrived at the Manakissa River Camp for 

lunch. The menu was delicious, with a range of rice, chips, salad washed in bottled mineral water, chicken, and 

barracuda. The flowering plants nearby and sugar water trays were attracting both Village Weavers and 

butterflies, including a Narrow-banded Green Swallowtail. A Giant Kingfisher was perched in silhouette in a 

large tree. Trees, lush green grasses, rice fields, and creeks surrounded the camp. We walked down the road 

discovering Hammerkops, African Jacanas, a Pearl-spotted Owlet, a Dark Chanting Goshawk flying high, 

Striated Herons and an Intermediate Egret. We stopped near a pool where a Malachite Kingfisher was beating a 

fish, and a juvenile Darter perched in a tree. Black Crakes were chattering in the reeds, and with some careful 

watching we were able to watch a few crakes as they darted across the mud. Purple Herons, White-faced 

Whistling Ducks, and Pied Kingfishers were also spotted.  

 

A stop by a bridge was also very productive, with more jacanas, including some small chicks with very long toes! 

The nearby trees were home to Yellow-fronted Canary, Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, an Oriole Warbler, and a 

stunning male Pin-tailed Whydah. Three Harrier Hawks flew low overhead giving splendid views, and on the 

other side of the bridge a large colony of Cattle Egrets were busy preening and gurgling in the trees. The odd 

Wire-tailed Swallow nipped past, a stunning bright red Bearded Barbet sat in a nearby tree, and a Levaillant’s 

Cuckoo was heard. As we ventured back along the track home, we stopped to see a Black-winged Red Bishop sat 

on top of a millet stem.  

 

On our journey back we stopped suddenly at Brukama when Mamadou spotted an eagle – it was a shy and rarely 

seen Ayre’s Hawk Eagle; a real bonus for the group! As we passed near the airport in Yundum, Patas Monkeys 

were busy raiding a small millet plantation, carefully negotiating the barbed wire. Others nearby were sitting on 

the runway light gantry close to the road! Some spotted a Black-shouldered Kite. Just before the hotel, a Red-

necked Falcon was perched on some wires. Before it took off we were able to see its heavily barred grey back 

and wings, and red-orange nape. 

 

Back at the hotel we had enough time to freshen up before dinner. We had an early start the following morning 

to catch the ferry across to the north bank of the River Gambia. Our bus was going ahead of us this evening and 

would all ready be on the other side of the river in the morning. 
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Day 4 Monday 5th November 

Overcast but hot sunshine later, 37°C 

Leaving at 6.30am and in the dark, we made the 20-minute journey in a different bus to the port at Banjul in 

good time. Mamadou’s manager Solomon also joined us. Hundreds of Pied Crows were leaving their city roosts 

and flying out to the suburbs at first light. We arrived at the ferry port with the ferry all ready full and waiting for 

our luggage and us. With minutes to go and the ferry man looking at his watch to ensure the boat left on time, 

the group quickly made their way up to the first level of the ferry, while the leaders and anybody else nearby 

helped transfer the luggage and lunch from the bus to the ferry. With seconds to spare, the ropes of the ferry 

were released from the port pillars and we were off.  

 

The ferry journey was 45 minutes long, and a chance for us to watch for some seabirds. It wasn’t long before we 

saw our first skuas, mainly the chunky Pomarine Skuas, but also a few slim-line Arctic Skuas. The odd Royal 

Tern flew past, and further out the sea was busy with Lesser Crested and Sandwich Terns. A few immature 

Lesser Black-backed Gulls joined in the fun, and further out a swarming flock of Common, Sandwich, and 

Lesser Crested Terns were feeding alongside a few Little Terns. Grey-headed Gulls also flew past, though they 

mainly hugged the coastline and beaches.  

 

As we arrived in Barra, on the north side of the river, we watched as industrial workers packed into local long 

boats known as pirogues to make their own journey to the south bank of the river in Banjul. There was also a 

large herd of goats on the beach and we were wondering how they were going to be put on a boat. Our question 

was quickly answered. The Gambians simply carry them on! We saw men carrying one or two goats over their 

shoulders, and placing them on to a deep-sided pirogue! Meanwhile, Speckled Pigeons replaced the niche of the 

Feral Pigeon around the port and town. We walked our way to the bus which had arrived the evening before. 

Our luggage followed on a large cart. After a rest, and with luggage secured on the top of the bus, and the fuel 

tanks refilled, we were off on our travels east.   

 

We stopped for breakfast half an hour later by the roadside near Budum, surrounded by trees. As we ate our 

bread, bananas, and hard-boiled eggs we watched a pair of Northern Puffbacks, six Green Wood Hoopoes, 

wing-displaying Grey Hornbills (with their characteristic ‘see you, see you’ call), Red-billed Hornbills, two 

stunning Violet Turacos which flew over our heads, an African Green Pigeon, Bearded Barbets, a Marsh Harrier, 

a Shikra, a few Wahlberg’s Eagles, Mottled Spinetails, a Giant Millipede, and a stunning black and white River 

Sailor Butterfly.  

 

Once we had finished our breakfast and enjoyed the morning’s delights, we only had to travel a short way along 

the road to see some Patas Monkeys in the grasses and trees, while a few Striped Ground Squirrels were crossing 

the road. It was a slightly cloudier day but still very hot. Along our journey Wahlberg’s Eagles were common, and 

we also saw Harrier Hawks, Red-chested Swallows, Red-rumped Swallows, Grey Kestrels, and a Dark Chanting 

Goshawk carrying a snake. We stopped at the Jokadou-Darsilame Wetlands and in a short space of time tallied 

up African Jacanas (included some young individuals), Red-rumped Swallows, over 100 Spur-winged Plovers, 

eight Pink-backed Pelicans, two Marsh Harriers, Black-headed Heron, Purple Heron, Squacco Heron, Western 

Reef Heron, Gull-billed Tern, Great Egret, one Spur-winged Goose, Grey Woodpecker, Mourning Doves, 

Senegal Parrots, and the obligatory colony of Village Weavers.  
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A little further down the road we came to a vast area of wetlands known as the Kerewan Bolong (creek). A 

careful scan with the scopes revealed not only two very obvious (and scarce) Greater Flamingos, but also a 

Black-tailed Godwit, a Black-winged Stilt, a Sacred Ibis, a Woolly-necked Stork and a mixed flock of Ringed 

Plovers, and the odd Curlew Sandpiper, Little Stint, Dunlin, Ruff, Greenshank and Wood Sandpiper. As we left, 

a flock of seven Great White Pelicans glided in front of us. Along the next part of the journey, a large Lanner 

Falcon flew over the open country, while a clumsy looking Exclamatory Paradise Whydah, with its ridiculously 

long tail, bumbled its way through the air! A Brown Snake Eagle, a Namaqua Dove, and two Hammerhops were 

also spotted.  

 

Our next stop, at Baobolong Wetlands, was looking out across some extensive water from a long causeway. A 

few Gull-billed Terns flew past very close – their pure white plumage and huge black bills couldn’t have been 

more of a contrast. A large flock of Cattle Egrets (100+) were gathering, while a Purple Heron, Senegal Thick-

knees, Black Kite, Long-tailed Cormorant, and a juvenile Montagu’s Harrier was also seen. We lunched for short 

while under a Baobab tree further along the road – highlights included a Brubru, and a Dark Chanting Goshawk. 

We then stopped in the nearby town of Farafenni where Mamadou and Dato bought some fresh watermelons 

for our dessert. Nearby we saw a Marabou Stork, Great Egret, Marsh Harrier, Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle, an 

African Hawk Eagle, and a second Exclamatory Paradise Whydah. 

 

A little further along, we stopped by some open grassland near Njain to eat our succulent, and sweet 

watermelon. They were very much in season, and could be seen piled up in local markets or along the verges in 

small villages. The nearby countryside was full of Groundnuts or Peanuts, as we know them. The locals had 

raked up the Groundnut plants. The Groundnut husks had been left on top of the roots and leaves to ripen and 

dry. As we ate our fruit, a brightly coloured Orange-flanked Skink came to see what all the fuss was about, while 

a Wahlberg’s Eagle and a Grasshopper Buzzard flew overhead. The Grasshopper Buzzard was falcon-like with a 

large orange panel in its wings. A Willow Warbler fed in a nearby tree. We then set about walking through some 

fields to see a Savile’s Bustard or two. Sadly, they were keeping hidden, but we did hear their whistle-like call. An 

African Cuckoo flew past, and a few Black-headed Lapwings were stood in a Groundnut field. As we walked 

back to the bus, at least two Flappet Larks displayed overhead – their wings rattled or clicked when they got 

really excited!  

 

We next stopped at Solomon’s Waterhole, Kerrcorsa, amongst a dry and dusty terrain. Later afternoon was a 

good time for birds to come down and drink. We didn’t have to wait long before Lavender Waxbills, Red-

cheeked Cordon Bleus, Bush Petronias, Northern Red Bishops, Black-billed Wood Doves, Black-rumped 

Waxbills (with their red eye masks), and Red-billed Queleas were coming down to drink. Highlights included a 

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting with its striking heads markings, a Little Green Bee-eater, a Sudan Golden Sparrow, 

and Lesser Blue-eared Glossy Starlings. We also had good views of an Exclamatory Paradise Whydah.  

 

It was late afternoon and we needed to make tracks to get our small ferry to the island where the town of 

Janjanbureh stood. However, not before we explored the beautiful and productive Kau Ur Wetland. It wasn’t 

long before we had our star birds of the trip, Egyptian Plovers. Two were happily resting on the mud, and we 

walked back from the bus to see them close. They were very dapper, smart birds – a highlight of the trip so far.  
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Meanwhile, Yellow Wagtails and the odd White Wagtails were feeding around the edge of the water, and a few 

striking White-headed Lapwings flew past. Senegal Thick-knees and Spur-winged Plovers were abundant. But 

none could surpass the reeling flock of Collared Pratincoles – hundreds were wheeling into the air before settling 

on to the mud to rest. Nearby, hundreds of Yellow-crowned Bishops bounced in and out of the sedges and 

reeds. Bernard spotted a distant Marsh Sandpiper, and in front of us Red-rumped Swallows and some White-

rumped Swifts fed. Not content with just two Egyptian Plovers, we were able to enjoy another at Banchange 

further along the road, where another rested by some water. As the light began to fade, a few Four-banded 

Sandgrouse flew past.  

 

We soon came to a very simple ferry port for a short five-minute journey to Janjanbureh. We arrived at the 

Baobolong Camp early evening. We dropped off our kit in our rooms before eating dinner, and going through 

our checklist of species seen for the day. There were lots of moths, beetles and other insects joining us, including 

a Common Grey Mantis. A large micro-bat was flying in to the dining area to feast on anything it could get its 

jaws onto! After a long day travelling we retired early. 

Day 5 Tuesday 6th November 

Overcast to begin with. Hot and sunny later, 37°C 

We woke to the calls of two Pearl Spotted Owlets and cicadas before they handed over to the day shift. After a 

good breakfast, we took the bus back across to the north bank (via the ferry) to explore some of the habitats we 

had passed the previous day. Our first stop was Kuntaur Swamp – the name gives the impression it is a muddy 

quagmire, but in fact it is an extensive area of rice fields developed with advice and support from rice farmers in 

Taiwan. Our target bird before the sun got too high was Black Coucal, and we weren’t disappointed. Two were 

perched by a stream – as their name suggests they are black all over, and have incredibly long, pointed hind 

claws!  

 

Life by the stream was busy – a few Yellow-crowned Gonoleks were calling from the bushes, while Black-headed 

Weavers were busy at their nests. We had good views of two Winding Cisticolas in song, while the odd Bruce’s 

Green Pigeon flew overhead. The rice fields were intersected by beautiful lily ponds which looked very cool and 

refreshing – they were busy with Great Egrets, Squacco Herons, Cattle Egrets, and Black Crakes (one darted 

across our path). A flock of six Spur-winged Geese flew over and a small flock of Red-billed Queleas were 

feeding on the taller grasses. A Red-necked Falcon dashed past with a weaver in its talons, and a Malachite 

Kingfisher sat relatively hidden over a ditch. West African Reed Frogs were calling from a nearby lily pond – 

their clicks sounded like static electricity or buzzing pylon wires.  

 

Shortly after turning off the main road, near Wassu, bright crimson red Northern Carmine Bee-eaters were 

perched in nearby trees. They were very common here and we saw at least 30 – they are much larger than the 

other bee-eaters we had seen, and this site was a good mecca for them. Meanwhile, a few Village Indigobirds, 

Grey-headed Sparrows, Mosque Swallow, and Red-chested Swallows were visiting the nearby buildings and trees, 

while two Wahlberg’s Eagles drifted overhead. As we wandered closer to an area of sand banks, other bee-eaters 

became evident. A large colony of multi-coloured Red-throated Bee-eaters were busy visiting their nest tunnels in 

the sand. Little Green Bee-eaters were darting back and forth from a tree, and a few Hooded Vultures glided 

down to the ground in front of us to drink.  
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A Beaudoin’s Snake Eagle flew overhead, while three Northern Anteater Chats, which had the postures of a 

Blackbird, perched nearby. When they flew, the flash of grey-white in their wings became visible. We moved just 

up the road to visit the Wassu Stone Circle – now classified as a World Heritage Site. The standing stones, carved 

from the rock laterite, are rich in aluminium and iron. They are thought to have been put in place around 750 

A.D. A picture of the stones appear on the 50 Dalasi Gambia note. After looking around the museum, and 

having some local drum music (with water containers) by the local children, we made our way back to the camp 

for lunch. We stopped via another waterhole where we saw three African Jacanas, Darters, and Squacco Herons, 

while a Grasshopper Buzzard flew overhead. A stop by the roadside a little further on revealed a female African 

Golden Oriole, Scarlet-chested Sunbirds, Bush Petronias, and Tawny-flanked Prinia.  

 

At the ferry crossing back, butterflies were coming down to the ground to feed on the minerals from the 

washing water used by the local people to clean their clothes. The dirty water it is poured away, leaving a food 

source for the insects. Guineafowl Butterflies were common, alongside Citrus Swallowtails, Dark Grass Blues, 

Small Grass Yellows, and African Emigrant butterflies. A Marabou Stork and a White-backed Vulture flew 

overhead.  

 

After lunch, just as we were leaving to explore woodland on the edge of the town, a soaring flock of over 70 

Hooded Vultures also revealed an African Fishing Eagle, a juvenile Martial Eagle, and Little Swifts. We spent the 

afternoon hiding in the shade under trees, and slowly exploring the woodland habitat. Broad-billed Rollers were 

showing well, and their call sounded like they were laughing at a joke. Red-rumped Swallows hawked insects, 

while tropical-sounding Yellow-crowned Gonolek were never far away. A small group of male and female Pintail 

Whydahs was a welcome sight, while six White-throated Bee-eaters flew overhead. A Fine-spotted Woodpecker 

took a little finding, while three Stone Partridges, including a splendid male with his white and black chest, 

gradually revealed themselves as they hunkered down under some trees. The presence of a bee’s nest was a good 

sign to look out for honeyguides – and it wasn’t long before both a Lesser Honeyguide and a juvenile Greater 

Honeyguide were seen. Grey-headed, Woodland, and Malachite Kingfishers were all spotted.  

 

Towards the end of our time here, the bushes were busy with lots of small birds including Grey-headed 

Sparrows, a few Sudan Golden Sparrows, Village Indigobirds, at least two Sub-alpine Warblers, Black-headed 

Weavers, Black-rumped Waxbills, Black-billed Wood Doves, and Red-billed Firefinches. As we got back, the 

open dusty track was a good spot for sandgrouse, and it wasn’t long before a pair of Four-banded Sandgrouse 

came down to feed. They were disturbed by a runner but relocated in a field closer to the bus and gave incredible 

views. Meanwhile, a Levaillant’s Cuckoo and a male African Golden Oriole showed off well in nearby trees.   

 

As the light faded we made our way back to camp ready for dinner and a rest. Mamadou found the local Pearl 

Spotted Owlets, and using our torches we were able to see one in the trees by our rooms. 

Day 6 Wednesday 7th November 

Clear skies – very hot, 38°C 

After an early breakfast we went for a morning’s boat trip west down the Gambia River, exploring the watery 

habitats for kingfishers, herons, raptors, and various other small birds. The water was flat calm; the sky was clear 

and the sunshine hot – all making for a pleasant and relaxing trip.  
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The songs of Oriole Warblers constantly filled the air – sweet, rich tropical notes. One was seen briefly. Along 

the river edge we spotted half a dozen Pied Kingfishers, at least eight Hammerkops and their large, domed nests, 

Common Sandpipers, Senegal Thick-knees, Black-headed Weavers and their nests, a Malachite Kingfisher, five 

Bruce’s Green Pigeons, Ring-necked Parakeets, and a flying African Jacana. Herons were abundant with at least a 

dozen Striated Herons, ten Black-crowned Night Herons, Purple Herons, Grey Herons, and the odd Squacco 

Heron. The list of species kept building with Green Wood Hoopoe, Long-tailed Cormorants, Diederik Cuckoo, 

Levaillant’s Cuckoo, Spur-winged Goose, Grey Woodpecker, Brown Babblers, Senegal Parrot, and Cardinal 

Woodpecker all making an appearance. The quiet Swamp Flycatcher was common along the water’s edge – at 

least 12 were seen in their territories, often close to the roost of trees. Palmnut Vultures were often perched on 

palm trees, and a few White-backed Vultures were also resting trees. A pair of Red-necked Falcons gave nice 

views, and an adult and immature African Fish Eagle put in an appearance alongside Western Banded Snake 

Eagle, Crested Hawk Eagle, Brown Snake Eagle, and a pair of displaying Gabar Goshawks. Blue-breasted, Grey-

headed, and Malachite Kingfishers were also seen.  

 

Mammals were in abundance with a few Vervet Monkeys, a large group of the near threatened Guinea Baboons, 

Red Colobus Monkeys and two Hippopotamuses. The Guinea Baboons were of various ages and many were 

preening each other. The Hippos kept popping up and down, and gave some lovely views before we headed 

back to port. A pair of Straw-coloured Fruit Bats chasing each other mid-morning was a welcome surprise, 

although it is common for them to be active during the day.  

 

Back at port we wandered along the river edge seeing some more Swamp Flycatchers, at least two White-

throated Bee-eaters, an Agama Lizard and a Pale Charaxes Butterfly. The highlight was Mamadou discovering a 

huge Verreaux’s Eagle Owl with lovely pink eyelids, and smooth grey plumage. The owl flew from its perch and 

came closer, attracting a female North Puffback Shrike, an African Paradise Flycatcher, and Brown Babblers. A 

stunning male African Golden Oriole was also in a nearby tree. Guineafowl Butterflies were in abundance 

alongside Caper Whites, African Caper Whites, African Emigrants, and lots of hawker dragonflies.  

 

The afternoon was spent south of the island back on the mainland at a waterhole at Kungkiling Forest. 

Cinnamon-chested Bunting, Yellow-fronted Canary, Black-billed Wood Dove, Venacious Doves, Yellow-billed 

Oxpeckers, and Bush Petronias were all seen coming down to the water. In the nearby trees, Scarlet-chested 

Sunbirds were abundant, and we came across a busy group of Grey-backed Cameropteras along with two 

Yellow-bellied Hyliotas.  A Pale Flycatcher, Tree Pipit and a female Redstart were also spotted briefly. We 

finished off when Mamadou uncovered a tiny, predatory Antlion – a tiny insect which makes a booby trap to 

catch ants by digging out a sand pit for the ants to walk into. We finished off down the road with some nightjar 

watching. We waited between 6.45pm and 7.10pm and were rewarded with the sight of a female Long-tailed 

Nightjar, plus some barking baboons. Back at camp we had a nice evening dinner, and did our checklist for the 

day, joined by an abundance of insects, before retiring for the night. 

Day 7 Thursday 8th November 

Clear skies – very hot, 39°C 

Today we were transferring from Janjanbureh to Tentaba Camp, a few hours away on the south bank. On our 

journey there we stopped at various locations – on the journey African Harrier Hawks, Marsh Harrier, White 

Helmet Shrikes (10), and Scarlet Chested Sunbirds were seen.  
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We stopped at one village to see nesting Marabou Storks – but the tree was empty. We carried along a little 

further and found them nesting in a different tree. These very wise, old-looking birds were standing over their 

nests, and some appeared to be incubating eggs. The local villagers had allowed us to wander through their 

outdoor yard to the back area to view the birds  - and we had attracted, as often was the case, a small audience. 

Leaving some of the children with pens and balloons we continued a little way along the road to see a few White-

backed Vultures resting with Hooded Vultures in some trees. We stopped at Jahali Swamp where we heard a 

Winding Cisticola and a few Yellow-crowned Gonoleks. Village Weavers were busy at their nests while Purple 

Herons, African Jacanas, and a Black Crake were down at by the water’s edge.  

 

In the hot midday skies, we stopped at Kudang - a dry, rocky, crisp place with dry, seeding plants. This was an 

ideal spot for the elusive and nocturnal Spotted Thick-knee. Despite being so cryptic and difficult to see, at least 

three were observed – their huge eyes evident and in flight we saw their striking black and white wing feathers. It 

was also a good spot for see Namaqua Dove at close hand.  

 

At Kumbaney, Mamadou scanned extensive lily ponds – they looked relatively quiet but then he called Pygmy 

Geese! Everyone piled out of the bus (after trying to keep cool), and after a little time, everyone had seen at least 

three or four of these diminutive geese (more like a duck!) at the back of the pools. The white lilies and fresh 

water made it tempting to just jump in! At least 30 Cattle Egrets and a few Squacco Herons were also present.  

 

Further along we found some big trees for shade, and paused our journey to eat our packed rolls and eggs (and 

another juicy watermelon). We added Pygmy Sunbird and Yellow White-eye to our day’s list. With temperatures 

almost reaching 40 degrees Celsius we tried to stay in the shade of our vehicle where we could. However, 

Mamadou was finding some more new birds for us, and at Pakliba Ridge, an area of reedbeds and shallow water, 

we watched a striking male Chestnut-backed Sparrow Lark flicking his wings to impress his more sparrow-like 

mate. Two Yellow Wagtails and a Marsh Harrier flew overhead, and a Reed Warbler sang from some reeds. A 

little further along the road we watched at least four Striped Kingfishers displaying and calling, flicking their 

wings to show off their bright blue wing panels. Two Tawny Eagles and two Wahlberg’s Eagles drifted overhead.  

 

After we passed through the busy and dusty town of Soma, we stopped at Soma Wetlands – a large expanse of 

water. Little Egret was a welcome tick, but the highlight was an Egyptian Plover. In recent years, this wetland has 

seen more sightings of this scarce wader and today was of no exception. A few White Wagtails, Caspian Terns, 

Pied Kingfishers, Pink-backed Pelicans, Grey-headed Gulls, and Gull-billed Terns were also spotted.  

 

Just before Tendaba we stopped by the roadside – with some ‘pishing’ and owl noises from Mamadou, it wasn’t 

long before the bushes were busy with a wide selection of birds including a pair of colourful Green-winged 

Pytilias, a Melodious Warbler, a female Redstart, a Nuthatch-coloured Northern Crombec, a Yellow White-eye, a 

Brown-rumped Bunting, at least six Grey-back Cameropteras, and a flock of at least a dozen European Bee-

eaters hawking insects overhead and calling. On the edge of Tendaba we stopped at Tendaba Airfield which was 

more of a wetland site than an airfield! A nearby tree was full of resting (and panting!) Pink-backed Pelicans, 

while the open landscape provided views of a Red-necked Falcon grabbing insects off the ground before 

perching, two Marsh Sandpipers, six Black-winged Stilts, six Grey Plovers, Patas Monkeys, and some lovely fly-

by views of Red-billed and African Grey Hornbills.  
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After a hot and busy day, we settled in to our rooms at Tendaba Camp while it was still light and sunny, before 

finishing the day with a wholesome meal, drinks and checklist (and removing various frogs and toads that had 

somehow found their way into our rooms!).  

Day 8 Friday 9th November 

Very hot and sunny, 38°C 

A cool morning and early breakfast put us in good form for a boat trip around the mangroves north of the river 

from Tendaba. We got into the long pirogue and made our way along the river (seeing the building where 

groundnuts are put on to ships for export), before crossing north and entering the mangroves. Here the Red 

Mangrove trees mix with the less common White Mangroves, and provide a special habitat for both local and 

migrant birds. A pair of Peregrines, probably European migrants, was watching over us, while a flock of white-

breasted Great Cormorants flew overhead. The mangroves were busy with wintering Whimbrels, Greenshanks 

and Common Sandpipers, while Western Reef Herons, Darters, Pied, Malachite, Blue-breasted, and Grey-headed 

Kingfishers were common. The aptly-named Brown Sunbird was also frequently seen, often darting across the 

water or disappearing into cover. We saw a few nests which look more like leaves and weed caught on some 

branches just a few inches above the hide tide level, offering a safe refuge for the birds. One even contained a 

few chicks. Red-chested Swallows flew overhead – they look like shorter-tailed versions of the UK Barn 

Swallow. A Klaas’s Cuckoo flew past in its undulating flight, and a little later we had good views of at least two 

shiny green Diederik Cuckoos. A tall standing Goliath Heron was a highlight of the trip, while a White-backed 

Night Heron on her nest was also a favourite moment alongside a Martial Eagle, close to its nest.  

 

In more open areas, Great Egrets, Intermediate Egrets, Cattle Egrets, Squacco Herons, Wooly-necked Storks, 

and Grey Herons were a common sight. Other birds included Venaceous Dove, Northern Puffback Shrike, 

Green Wood Hoopoe, Greater Honeyguide, White-throated Bee-eater (six), Abyssinian Roller, a Reed Warbler 

(heard), Northern Crombecs (heard), European Bee-eaters, and African Green Pigeons. Patas Monkeys were 

foraging in the trees – an unusual habitat for these normally open country monkeys, while the odd Nile Monitor 

Lizard sat in a tree. Arriving back early before lunch, we spent an hour or so exploring behind Tendaba Camp. 

Highlights included African Fish Eagle, Wahlberg’s Eagle, two Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters, and a very obliging 

Abyssinian Roller.  

 

After a welcome lunch, we explored the Kiang West National Park, a huge nature reserve just west of Tendaba, 

and discretely signposted. Turning off down a dusty track through a nearby village community, we drove through 

an overgrown track consisting of long grasses. We ended up with more grass insects in the bus than out! We 

were rewarded with one or two Bataleur Eagles with their distinctive bat-shaped profile, and close views of a 

Grasshopper Buzzard. Close to our stop, the rare Brown-necked Parrots could be heard calling. As we edged 

nearer they flew off, so we continued to walk along an overgrown path down to a waterhole. Despite the heat 

and humidity, the walk was worth it, and we saw nine African Spoonbills, a few Little Egrets, and a nice flock of 

Pink-backed Pelicans. A Woodland and Malachite Kingfisher were also nearby. As we walked back for some 

refreshments, the Brown-necked Parrots could be heard, and we had a nice view of at least one fly past. After a 

quick drink stop we nipped down to another water hole – it was relatively quiet apart from some recently fledged 

Striated Herons, a few Palmnut Vultures, and a calling Double-spurred Francolin.  
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As the day came to an end, we drove to another part of the reserve good for nightjars - hundreds of Glossy 

Purple Starlings and African Green Pigeons were going to roost or drink at the nearby waterhole. At dusk, at 

least two African Hobbies could be seen as silhouettes hawking insects. A few Fork-tailed Drongos were 

perched in nearby trees. As the light faded, a female Standard-winged Nightjar (with her short, square edged tail) 

flew around us before resting briefly on the track. Further back, a pair of Long-tailed Nightjars also resting on 

the track. As the light disappeared for the night we made out way back to camp to a welcome dinner, shower and 

rest.  

Day 9 Saturday 10th November 

Very hot; thunder and rain on coast, 39°C 

After a good night’s rest, we drove back to the nightjar sight to see what was living in the bushes by day. On our 

way, an obliging African Cuckoo sat in a tree, and a few Grasshopper Buzzards were seen at close view. A stop 

in the bus was very productive with Long-tailed Glossy Starlings, Ring-necked Parakeets, a pair of Copper 

Sunbirds, Variable Sunbirds, Scarlet-chested Sunbirds, and four Black-rumped Waxbills. A Dark Chanting 

Goshawk, Fork-tailed Drongos, and African Palm Swifts also added to the mix.  

 

A walk along the nightjar track revealed lots of giant millipede tracks. A Four-banded Sandgrouse took flight 

while a small flock of White-crested Helmet Shrikes were hanging around. Most of the group could hear a Black 

Scimitarbill (or Black Wood Hoopoe), and many managed to see it for a brief moment before it flew. A female 

White-fronted Black Chat was a new bird for the trip, and a Chestnut-crowned Sparrow Weaver was sat on the 

top of a tree. Nearby, the group had wonderful views of a Brown-rumped Bunting with its yellow breast and 

striking head markings. It sat there preening. A Redstart was also heard calling, and a Yellow White-eye was seen 

briefly. The day was now very hot, so we got back and drove a short way to some grassy field good for bustards. 

Most of the group opted to stay on the bus, but a few stalwarts joined Mamadou in walking through the field. 

They were rewarded with a few White-rumped Seedeaters. We then heard ‘bustard’ called, and looking out from 

the bus we could see a male Black-bellied Bustard in flight, with its black belly and bright white wing feathers. 

Those in the field got incredibly close views!  

 

It was time to move on for lunch and after a bumpy drive we arrived at Brumang Bridge near Kalagi. Set by 

some open water, WWF have been working with the Gambians to plant young mangroves after many died off a 

few years ago due to drought. We could see the saplings lined up in the mud. As we ate our prawns and chicken 

with rice and chips, hundreds of Little Swifts chased each other in a swarm over the nearby road bridge, uttering 

their quivering, screaming call. After much of an absence further east, Pied Crows and Speckled Pigeon suddenly 

appeared. Before we set off towards Banjul, the warm air allowed many large raptors to move overhead, many 

moving between northern and southern parts of Senegal via The Gambia. We saw at least two dark phase 

Booted Eagles, two European Griffin Vultures, four Wooly-necked Storks, a Yellow-billed Stork, a White-

backed Vulture, and an Osprey.  

 

Our trip back caught up with another Bataleu Eagle and White-backed Vulture, while a stop at some woodland 

Bamakuna was good for a Whistling Cisticola, Black-winged Bishop, Little Bee-eater, and Yellow-fronted 

Canary. Dark clouds towards Banjul meant rain, and we could hear rumbling thunder – but escaped any 

downpours.  
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We arrived back the Bakotu Hotel ready for a nice cool shower, air conditioning, and a relaxing evening. We got 

back while it was still light and some dived straight into the warm swimming pool before a welcome three-course 

meal, and the checklist done for the day. 

Day 10 Sunday 11th November 

Westerly winds; cloudy, cooler and damp, 33°C 

With a slightly later start, we left the hotel at 7.45am after breakfast and travelled down the coast to Tanji. On the 

way we saw Hooded Vultures, Piacpiacs, Abyssinian Rollers, Pied Crows, and a few spotted a White Wagtail.  

 

We started off in a woodland habitat which was slightly damp after rain had fallen here the night before. Yellow-

fronted Tinkerbird was a good bird to start with followed by good views of at least two Cardinal Woodpeckers. 

The first was a male, with a red, funky hair-do! Its crown feathers were loose and sticking up which made 

everyone chuckle. A Northern Crombec was heard while Brown Babblers, and a Grey Woodpecker fed in nearby 

trees. A little further along we also saw at least three Blackcap Babblers, while tiny African Spirit or Wood White 

Butterflies were delicately flying around. Fork-tailed Drongo, African Pygmy Kingfisher, Red-bellied Paradise 

Flycatcher, Western Violet-backed Sunbird, Senegal Parrots, and a juvenile Shikra were also seen.  

 

Our next stop was the dry and sandy foreshore of Tanji – covered in bushes and grasses with mean, spiky seed 

heads! This was a good site for Pied-winged Swallows, and we had the best views yet of birds perched in nearby 

trees alongside a few Fanti Saw-wings, which were often seen mating in flight. Overhead, Pallid Swifts were 

feeding. We had good views of a Green Wood Hoopoe with a large insect in its bill, while a male African Golden 

Oriole was perched nearby. Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters were also here, along with Splendid Sunbirds, Beautiful 

Sunbirds, and views of a Black Scimitarbill.  

 

Overlooking the large saline pool, we had time to suss out all the seabirds. Taking our time, we helped each 

other work out which terns were Royal, Caspian and Lesser Crested. In amongst them, there were a few Bar-

tailed Godwits, Slender-billed Gulls, Grey-headed Gulls, 20+ Ringed Plovers, Sandwich Terns, 3 Lesser Black-

backed Gulls, a few Whimbrel, and a Curlew. We paused for a two-minute silence at 11am as part of 

Remembrance Sunday back in the UK. Before we moved on, we also saw a few Turnstones, one Sanderling, one 

Curlew Sandpiper, and one or two Crested Larks. Further out to see, up to five juvenile Gannets were hugging 

the coastline, and a surprise tick.  

 

Before lunch, we stopped at Tanji beach itself, close to where all the fish are brought to land by the fishing boats 

before being frozen or smoked, and taken further in land. We walked along to a sand bar where there were 

hundreds of Lesser Black-backed Gulls of different races. Some careful observations also revealed two Kelp 

Gulls, with their darker wings, slightly larger bodies and greener looking legs. One Black-headed Gull was also 

amongst the Grey-headed Gulls. Some of the Lesser Black-backed Gulls were colour-ringed – no doubt as 

chicks in the UK or other parts of Europe. We managed to read three of the rings, and two were from Iceland! 

They had travelled a long way. Along the beach there were lots of cuttlefish bones, shells, and even a dead 

juvenile Gannet.  
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We lunched at the Paradise Inn where we had fish and chicken. We had a quick look at the nearby creek where a 

small group of Senegal Thick-knees were hiding out. Back onboard, we then made out way along the bumpy 

track to a woodland reserve at Brufut, not before driving through a flooded road and after checking out the 

water depth, we were racing across the water and mud, and to all our relief we got to the other side safely! We 

then relaxed for half an hour or so watching birds coming down to sugar water feeders at the entrance to the 

woodland. We were able to observe the comings and going of Vitelline Masked Weavers, Village Weavers 

(including some young birds), a Pygmy Kingfisher, two Brown Babblers, a Black-necked Weaver, Black-billed 

Wood Doves, Lavender Waxbills, Cordon Bleus, Common Bulbuls, and a Fork-tailed Drongo. Nearby, a young 

Agama Lizard was on a tree – hoping to not be spotted by any predatory bird!  

 

After enjoying some exquisite views of these birds we pottered in to the woodland, seeing some beautiful 

Elegant Acraea Butterflies feeding on flowers. On some nearby mongoose droppings, a colourful Striped 

Policeman Butterfly was feeding. Mamadou disappeared in the woodland for ages, scouting around, and looking 

for something in particular. Then we got a call. We followed to where Mamadou was and he showed us a resting 

male Long-tailed Nightjar! We couldn’t understand how he had found it – it was so hard to see even from three 

metres away, and yet Mamadou had stumbled across it whilst scanning the woodland floor. Remarkable! We 

spent some time closely watching and photographing the bird, with its huge eyes, cryptic plumage, long tail, and 

tiny, dome-like nostrils surrounded by protective bristles. A moulted secondary feather lay nearby. We left the 

bird to its rest and wandered back towards the bus.  

 

We finished off watching the drinking area for another half an hour – a pair of Orange-cheeked Waxbills just 

flew off while a juvenile and an adult African Thrush cautiously came to the water container on the ground. Red-

eyed Doves and Laughing Doves joined them, and a few Blackcap Babblers came in the trees near the feeders 

but their shyness meant they didn’t quite come to drink or wash. After another great day, we drove back to the 

hotel in time for a shower and rest before dinner and an early start the following day.   

Day 11 Monday 12th November 

Some cloud at first; sunny and hot later, 31°C 

Our penultimate day was met with a 7am start and a packed breakfast. We set off through rush hour Gambian-

style to Abuko Nature Reserve, with a view to catching some of the woodland birds before it got too hot. 

Despite the early start, the forest was very quiet and it took a few hours for the birds to reveal themselves. The 

Green Vervet Monkeys didn’t take quite so long, and above us we could hear their screeches, barks and squeaks 

as they slowly awoke. Some came down and rested nearby. Our first main bird to appear was an adult African 

Goshawk after Mamadou heard the alarm call of a Grey-headed Bristlebill. The raptor swept through the trees 

and landed but only gave brief views to those on their knees peering through. Most of the fruits in the trees 

above needed a few more weeks to ripen, but various Violet Turacos and Green Turacos were feeding on some 

ready to eat. The Violet Turaco was particularly vivid with its bright purple plumage, a flash of red in the wings, 

and a huge yellow bill with a red tip. A Pied Hornbill, only the second for the trip, called from the top of a tree. 

Other highlights included Greenbuls, Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher, Grey Woodpecker, a male Giant 

Kingfisher, and a calling Collared Sunbird. Various giant millipedes soldiered through the forest floor while army 

ants formed dark trails across a path, defended by larger individuals with pincers raised up and ready to bite! 
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We lunched again at Lamin Lodge for some fresh barracuda and chicken, and a welcome rest from the close 

heat. Prior to arriving we walked along the nearby rice fields leading up to the bar with colourful views (within 5 

metres) of Little Bee-eaters, feeding Northern Red Bishops, and Bronze Mannikins. Nearby a Western 

Olivaceous Warbler was singing away (a hint of spring!). A Zitting Cisticola zipped overhead, and a Green 

Sandpiper with its white rump hurried past.  

 

After lunch we wrestled our way through the bustling and colourful town of Serrekunda – as we left Lamin, a 

large flock of Great White Pelicans circled above us, effortlessly catching the rising thermals above the urban 

sprawl. We headed for the beach lagoons close to Banjul city. In glorious sunshine and surrounded by white 

sand, the pools at low tide were home to familiar waders; a few Oystercatchers, Grey Plover, Curlew, Sanderling, 

and Bar-tailed Godwit. The star bird meanwhile was a dinky White-fronted Plover (a little like a Kentish Plover). 

A nearby flock of terns and gulls contained a mixed flock of Royal, Caspian, Lesser Crested, and Sandwich 

Terns, plus some Grey-headed, Slender-billed, and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. A huge Giant Forest Orb Web 

Spider was sprawled in the middle of her web in a nearby tree while her tiny mate hovered closeby. Her mauve 

abdomen was shiny and glinted in placed – she looked liked she was studded with diamonds.  

 

At Kamalu Corner, a stunning male Yellow-crowned Bishop adorned the top of some reeds, and a flock of 

White-faced Whistling Ducks came in to rest. We moved on to the rice fields at Kotu, where we had incredibly 

close views of a Blue-breasted Kingfisher. Carefully walking along the raised channels, we also watched a 

Malachite Kingfisher, various herons, and sandpipers. Mamadou went off looking for Painted Snipe, but the 

raised water levels meant they were hiding away. Meanwhile, an Osprey dived into the scene, and was 

subsequently mobbed by a Black Kite. 

 

We finished off the day by a large wetland pool near the Officer’s Mess, and behind some housing. The water 

was lush with reeds and lilies, and surrounded by steep sloping sandbanks. The dumped rubbish of local 

communities, unable to pay for rubbish collections, was smouldering at the top of part of the slope – an 

unforgettable smell and sight. Despite this, the watery oasis was home to our familiar Moorhens, some Whistling 

Ducks, a Long-tailed Cormorant, and a number of Purple Swamp Hens, including some chicks. One adult was 

grasping a water snail with its long toes, and picking the mollusc out with its large, chunky bill. In a nearby palm 

tree, a juvenile Grey Kestrel was begging for food, and gave the best views yet though the scope. We headed 

back, stopping by Kotu Bridge to spot some thick-knees and sandpipers before beginning some packing and 

having dinner.  

Day 12 Tuesday 13th November 

Overcast to begin with; sunny later, 34°Celsius 

A westerly breeze was providing slightly cooler (still over 30 degrees C!), overcast skies first thing. As we 

gathered for breakfast, a Common Kestrel, a migrant from Europe, flew towards the beach. An Osprey also flew 

past. Nine of us set off to some open woodland – not like woodland as we know it. It was a habitat with small 

shrubs, larger pink-orange Silk Cotton Trees, and ground vegetation that has grown up after the watermelons 

had been harvested. It was perhaps the equivalent of our open heathlands (but with an entirely different set of 

plants). The site, known as Tujereng was a gem of a place.  
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As we arrived a Grey-headed Tchagra, a type of shrike, was sweetly singing across the open landscape. A Red-

winged Warbler gave obliging views as did a nearby Rufous Cisticola. A confident Whistling Cisticola also sang 

out loudly. Unlike other sites, this one was a mecca for European migrants wintering here, Whinchats often sat 

perched in small trees, a singing Sub-alpine Warbler, at least half a dozen Willow Warblers (including one 

singing), and a few Chiffchaffs. It was fascinating seeing where these species winter. In the distance, two ashy-

grey Lanner Falcons were perched, and then flew -their red-orange napes visible.  

 

The Silk Cotton trees were busy with other birds other than the warblers too. There were Red-cheeked Cordon 

Bleus, a Diederic Cuckoo (also calling), a singing Klaas’s Cuckoo, and a lovely pied-coloured Senegal Batis. A 

pair of Little Bee-eaters fed nearby, while a tiny Brown-backed Woodpecker was seen briefly…a short while later 

it was relocated, and gave obliging views. It was the size of a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, with white spots 

against a brown-olive back and wings and a red crown (male). It was feeding on the tiny, outer branches and 

often chased off by a Chiffchaff!  

 

With the temperature rising, it was time for an early lunch near the hotel – most of the group had delicious 

grilled Red Snapper (marinated in a tasty sauce), while a few had chicken. We returned to the hotel to say our 

farewells to Mamadou, Dato, and Aliji before finishing packing and freshening up prior to our transfer to the 

airport mid-afternoon. Those who had stayed at the hotel that morning had caught up with more waders at Kotu 

Creek, including two Wood Sandpipers, and two Giant Kingfishers. The journey to the airport was a chance to 

see our last pigeons, doves, vultures, and kites before we departed.  

 

We left The Gambia 15 minutes early after a hassle free, and relatively quick check-in as a whole group. We 

waved goodbye to behind the lush, green countryside, and the myriad of birds. We had seen 295 species in total 

– a record for Naturetrek and other companies for this time of the year.  Arriving in Gatwick at 10.30pm, we 

said our goodbyes once we had our luggage, and set off to our homes or hotels in the much cooler, damper 

English countryside! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species List 

Birds ( = recorded but not counted; h = heard only) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

1 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus         3      3       

2 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus   2+ h 1 h  3 h h h h h 

3 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata 6+ 1 20+ 50+ 2 1 30+ 10   25+  

4 Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos                 5       

5 Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis   1   20 7     3       

6 African Pygmy Goose  Nettapus auritus             4           

7 African Spoonbill Platalea alba               9         

8 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus       2                 

9 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis               5 1       

10 Woolly-necked Stork  Ciconia episcopus       2       10 10       

11 Marabou Stork  Leptoptilos crumenifer       1 5  20+ 3         

12 Hadada Ibis  Bostrychia hagedash         1 1             

13 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus       2                 

14 White-backed Night Heron  Gorsachius leuconotus     2         1         

15 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax           10+             

16 Striated Heron  Butorides striata 1 1 2+  1 12+   1      

17 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides       3 3   5     3   

18 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 1 20+ 50+  1        

19 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   4 4  1    6 2+ 2   

20 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala   14 2+  1     1   3   

21 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath               1         

22 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea     1 4    4+ 1         

23 Great Egret  Ardea alba 1 1           2   

24 Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia     2               

25 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca 6+                 1   

26 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta       2     2 1 3 1     

27 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis 2   1 2     1 20+ 2 2+  5+   

28 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta     2 2 6+ 15+  10+  1 1   

29 Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus       9       2 1   30+   
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

30 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens   2 1      40+         

31 Northern Gannet  Sula bassana                    5     

32 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus 1 1 5 2+      2 2 10   

33 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo              12+ 4 1     

34 African Darter  Anhinga rufa     1 1 4   14         

35 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   1     1 1 1   2 4 2 1 

36 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus     1                   

37 Black Kite  Milvus migrans 1  1     1     12+   

38 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptus                      

39 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus       1   1             

40 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus     1 5    2           

41 African Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus vocifer           2   2         

42 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis  1 3+   2 7   2 1      

43 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus 50+ 50+           

44 White-backed Vulture  Gyps africanus         5 12 2+    6     

45 Eurasian Griffon  Gyps fulvus                 4       

46 Beaudouin's Snake Eagle  Circaetus beaudouini     1 1 1   1 1         

47 Brown Snake Eagle  Circaetus cinereus       2        1       

48 Western Banded Snake Eagle Circaetus cinerascens            1             

49 Bateleur  Terathopius ecaudatus               2 1       

50 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus     6+   1 2 2   4 1    

51 Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates     1 4+      1 1        

52 Gabar Goshawk  Micronisus gabar          2     1       

53 African Goshawk  Accipiter tachiro   1 1               1   

54 Shikra  Accipiter badius   3+ 3   2+ 1 5 2 1 2  

55 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus   1             1   h   

56 Grasshopper Buzzard  Butastur rufipennis       1 3 1 1 1 4       

57 African Hawk-Eagle  Aquila spilogaster       2                 

58 Ayres's Hawk Eagle Hieraaetus ayresii     1                   

59 Wahlberg's Eagle  Hieraaetus wahlbergi        3 3+  5 5 2       

60 Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus                 2       

61 Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax             2           
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

62 Martial Eagle  Polemaetus bellicosus         1     2         

63 Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis   2   1 1 2 1           

64 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus                       1 

65 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni       1                 

66 Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus   2 1 2 2 3 1 1  2 2+   

67 Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera     2 1 1 2 1       1   

68 African Hobby Falco cuvierii               2         

69 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus       1               2 

70 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus               2         

71 Savile's Bustard  Lophotis savilei       h                 

72 Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster                 1       

73 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra     2+ h 1              

74 Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio                     5+   

75 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus                     5+   

76 Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis 4 4+  30+ 5 20+     12+   

77 Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis             3           

78 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus                     2   

79 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus 1     6+  1      1 1   

80 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus 10+   100+  20+       

81 Black-headed Lapwing  Vanellus tectus       4+      2+            

82 White-crowned Lapwing  Vanellus albiceps       3                 

83 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus 10+        1 4    15  

84 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola 2     5     8     2    

85 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     30+           20+ 10   

86 White-fronted Plover  Charadrius marginatus                     1   

87 Egyptian Plover  Pluvianus aegyptius       3     1           

88 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus   1 5  6+ 1       2   

89 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa       1                 

90 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica                   2 2   

91 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus              

92 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata                   1 5   

93 Little Stint Calidris minuta                        
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

94 Sanderling Calidris alba                   1 2   

95 Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea                  1     

96 Dunlin Calidris alpina                        

97 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 2           7   1 4  

98 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 2 2 2        20  6+  5  

99 Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatlilis       1     2           

100 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus               1     3   

101 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola 2     1               2 

102 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos                

103 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres       1           1     

104 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax       3+                 

105 Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola       1000+                 

106 Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus       10                 

107 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus       2                 

108 Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei                   2+ 5   

109 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus                   1     

110 Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus               

111 Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus                   2     

112 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus       10           200+ 3   

113 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica            1 2   2     

114 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia       5     1 6 2  5+   

115 Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus            2      10+   

116 Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis                   5   

117 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis                  30+ 20+   

118 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons                        

119 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo                       

120 Four-banded Sandgrouse  Pterocles quadricinctus         6   2 4 1       

121 Rock Dove  Columba livia                   

122 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea             

123 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis               

124 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens                

125 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata               
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

126 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea               

127 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus                 

128 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer   5 h               1   

129 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis                     

130 Bruce's Green Pigeon  Treron waalia           6   25         

131 African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus     1 1                

132 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri               

133 Brown-necked Parrot  Poicephalus fuscicollis               3         

134 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus               

135 Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa   1                 1   

136 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea 1 2   2   2         8+   

137 Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator             

138 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis              

139 Black Coucal  Centropus grillii         2   1           

140 Levaillant's Cuckoo  Clamator levaillantii     h 1 1 2       1     

141 Diederick Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx caprius           1   2       1 

142 Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas               2       1 

143 African Cuckoo  Cuculus gularis       1         1       

144 Northern White-faced Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis   2                     

145 Verraeux's Eagle Owl Bubo lacteus           1             

146 Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum   h 1   1 1 h           

147 Long-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus climacurus           1   2   1     

148 Standard-winged Nightjar Macrodipteryx longipennis               1         

149 Mottled Spinetail  Telacanthura ussheri                   

150 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus                

151 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus                        

152 Little Swift  Apus affinis             

153 White-rumped Swift Apus caffer                        

154 Purple Roller  Coracias naevius                    

155 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus                 

156 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster               

157 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus                   
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

158 Grey-headed Kingfisher  Halcyon leucocephala                     

159 Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti             4           

160 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica     1             1   

161 Woodland Kingfisher  Halcyon senegalensis   1                 

162 African Pygmy Kingfisher  Ispidina picta   2 1             1     

163 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus 1   1   2 1 1      1   

164 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   1 1               1 2 

165 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis             

166 Swallow-tailed Bee-Eater  Merops hirundineus                      

167 Little Bee-Eater  Merops pusillus                  

168 Red-throated Bee-Eater  Merops bulocki                        

169 White-throated Bee-Eater  Merops albicollis     12+   10    6         

170 Green Bee-Eater  Merops orientalis       1 2+ 20+             

171 Blue-cheeked Bee-Eater  Merops persicus                   1     

172 European Bee-Eater  Merops apiaster             20 50         

173 Northern Carmine Bee-Eater  Merops nubicus         30+ 1             

174 Lesser Wood-Hoopoe Phoeniculus aterrimus                 1 1     

175 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus     12+             

176 African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus     4               1   

177 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus             

178 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi             

179 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus 1 1 2     1      1 1   

180 Vieillot's Barbet  Lybius vieilloti     1           1     1 

181 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius   1 1 2 2+ 2 2 5         

182 Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor         1               

183 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator   1     1     1   1   2 

184 Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens           1       2     

185 Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera   h     1     1     1 

186 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae   1 1 2   2   3    1   

187 Brown-backed Woodpecker Dendropicos obsoletus                        1 

188 Senegal Batis  Batis senegalensis                       1 

189 Brown-throated Wattle-Eye  Platysteira cyanea   4+ 1     h   8 (h)     2+   
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

190 Brubru Nilaus afer       1                 

191 White-crested Helmetshrike  Prionops plumatus             10 2 10+      

192 Orange-breasted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus                   h     

193 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus     5                1 

194 Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis       2   1   1         

195 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus                

196 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina   5+ 6+   1     1 3   1   

197 African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus         3 1 2 h   1     

198 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis         1 2 5 5 10 2+ 2   

199 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer   4+               1 2   

200 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis         1 1             

201 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer                   

202 Pied Crow  Corvus albus 50+ 50+            

203 Flappet Lark  Mirafra rufocinnamomea       2                 

204 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata                   2 1   

205 Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark  Eremopterix leucotis             2           

206 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus             

207 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens   4+ 1                  

208 Yellow-throated Leaflove Chlorocichla flavicollis   1       2             

209 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus   5+                    

210 Fanti Saw-Wing  Psalidoprocne obscura   6+                  

211 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica               1         

212 Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida             20+        

213 Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii 1 10+ 1         1 6+ 1     

214 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma     2+             6+    

215 Red-breasted Swallow Cecropis semirufa                       

216 Mosque Swallow  Cecropis senegalensis       1 6+              

217 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica                      

218 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura           2 1 h    1   

219 Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans   1 3   2             h 

220 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus     2 1               4+ 

221 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita                       2+ 
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

222 Western Olivaceous Warbler  Iduna opaca   2 1               1   

223 Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta     2       1         1 

224 Singing Cisticola  Cisticola cantans     4                   

225 Whistling Cisticola Cisticola lateralis                 1     1 

226 Short-winged Cisticola  Cisticola brachypterus   1 1                   

227 Rufous Cisticola Cisticola rufus                       1 

228 Winding Cisticola Cisticola galactotes         1   2+           

229 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis   1   1            1   

230 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava   1 h h   h 1 h   h h   

231 Red-winged Warbler  Heliolais erythropterus     1                 1 

232 Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida   5+  1               1   

233 Yellow-bellied Hyliota Hyliota flavigaster           2             

234 Oriole Warbler  Hypergerus atriceps   h  h                  

235 Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata   3+           1     1 

236 Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla     1     6 6+   1       

237 Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii 2 h                3  

238 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus        6+ 8           

239 African Yellow White-Eye  Zosterops senegalensis         1     2       

240 Lesser Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chloropterus            1           

241 Bronze-tailed Starling  Lamprotornis chalcurus   2                   

242 Purple Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus   4 12+             

243 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus             

244 Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus     12+    3 3           

245 African Thrush  Turdus pelios 2+ 2+ 2     1         2 

246 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla   1 1             1 1   

247 White-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha albicapillus   5+        h             

248 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus           1 1   h      

249 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra     1                 4+ 

250 Anteater Chat  Myrmecocichla aethiops         3               

251 White-fronted Black Chat  Pentholaea albifrons                 1       

252 Pale Flycatcher  Bradornis pallidus           1             

253 Swamp Flycatcher  Muscicapa aquatica         2 10             
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  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

254 Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus              12+           

255 Western Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei   1               1     

256 Collared Sunbird  Hedydipna collaris   2                 1   

257 Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura                 1       

258 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis         2+ 20+  5+ 10       

259 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus              

260 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus                    

261 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus   1 5                 

262 Copper Sunbird  Cinnyris cupreus                 2       

263 Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-Weaver  Plocepasser superciliosus                 1     1 

264 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     1                

265 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus                 

266 Sudan Golden Sparrow Passer luteus       1 2               

267 Bush Petronia  Gymnoris dentata                      

268 White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris              

269 Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus 5+ 3+             1      

270 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis   10+ 4               1   

271 Vitelline Masked Weaver  Ploceus vitellinus     2                

272 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus             

273 Black-headed Weaver  Ploceus melanocephalus     2              

274 Red-billed Quelea  Quelea quelea                       

275 Yellow-crowned Bishop  Euplectes afer       100+ 20+           1   

276 Black-winged Red Bishop  Euplectes hordeaceus     1           1 1     

277 Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus               

278 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   6      1     2   

279 Western Bluebill Spermophaga haematina   1                      

280 Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus               

281 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens        2      2     

282 Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda                   2     

283 Black-rumped Waxbill  Estrilda troglodytes       1  10+       4     

284 Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba             2           

285 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata 10+ 12+                 
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  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

286 Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata    1             2   

287 Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura     1   4+ 2             

288 Exclamatory Paradise Whydah  Vidua interjecta       4+                 

289 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava            2            

290 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba             3     1     

291 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis     1     1             

292 White-rumped Seedeater  Crithagra leucopygia                 3       

293 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica                

294 Cinnamon-breasted Bunting  Emberiza tahapisi       2   1             

295 Brown-rumped Bunting  Emberiza affinis             1   1       

Mammals                           

1 Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus 1 1   1   1         1   

2 Straw-coloured Fruit Bat Eidolon helvum           2             

3 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius           2             

4 Westerm Red Colobus Monkey Procolobus badius                    

5 Vervet Monkey Chlorocebus aethiops                

6 Patas Monkey Erythrocebus patas                  

7 Guinea Baboon Papio papio           50+             

8 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus                     

9 Striped Ground Squirrel Xerus erythropus       2 1               

10 Gambian Rat Cricetomys gambianus   1                     

Reptiles                           

1 Nile Monitor Lizard Varanus niloticus                  

2 West African Nile Crocodile Crocodylus suchus     1                   

3 Agama Lizard Agama agama               

4 Brook's House Gecko Hemidactylus brooki angulatus                      

5 Orange-flanked Skink Mabuya perrotetii       1                 
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  Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Amphibians                           

1 African Toad Bufo regularis             

2 West African Reed Frog Hyperolius nitidulus         h               

Butterflies                           

1 Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus              

2 Narrow-banded Green Swallowtail Papilio nireus     1   1               

3 African Emigrant Catopsilia florella              

21 Small Grass Yellow Eurema brigatta              

22 Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe              

23 Large Orange Tip Colotis antevippe                        

24 Caper White Belenois aurota                      

25 African Caper White Belenois creona                      

26 Creamy Small White Dixeia orbona                        

27 African Spirit Leptosia alcesta                       

28 Common Dotted Border Mylothris chloris   1                     

29 Common Scarlet Axiocerces harpax                         

30 Sky-blue Cupid Chilades eleusis                        

31 Dark Grass Blue Zizina antanossa       1                

32 African Tiger Danaus chrysippus                      

33 Bush Brown sp. Bicyclus sp.     1                   

34 Pearl Charaxes Charaxes varanes                         

35 Cream-bordered Charaxes Charaxes epijasius     1   1           

36 Savannah Demon Charaxes Charaxes viola   1                     

37 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui                        

38 Diadem Hypolimnas misippus                   

39 Soldier Pansy Junonia terea                        

40 African Joker Byblia anvatara   1                     

41 River Sailor Neptis serena       1 1               

42 Guineafowl Hamanumida daedalus                  

43 Widespread Forester Euphaedra medon     1                   
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44 Small Orange Acraea Acraea serena              

45 Elegant Acraea Acraea egina                   12+     

46 Abadima Acraea Acraea pseudegina                      

47 Striped Policeman Coeliades forestan                     1   

48 Common Hopper Platylesches moritili           1             

Dragonflies                           

1 Widow Dragonfly Palpopleura portia                      

2 Black Percher Diplacodes lefebvrei                       

3 Red Basker Crocothemis erythraea                     

4 Strong Skimmer Orthetrum brachiale                       

5 Banded Groundling Brachythemis leucosticta                      

6 Common Wall Bradinopyga strachani                         

7 Damselfly sp. Ceriagron glabrum                        

8 Broad Scarlet Crocothemis erythraea                      

Other invertebrates                           

1 Tsetse Fly Gflossina sp.                         

2 African Giant Snail Achatina sp.                       

3 Brown Paper Wasp Polistes sp.                       

4 Antlion Myrmeleon sp.                        

5 Giant Millipede Diplopoda: family Odontopygidae              

6 Two-banded Blister Beetle Mylabris bifasciata                     

7 Driver Ants Dorylus sp.                          

8 Common Earwig Forficula senegalensis                         

9 Common Green Mantis Sphodromantis sp.                         

10 Giant Forest Orb Weaver Spider Nephila fenestrata    1                     

11 Giant Golden Orb Weaver Spider Nephila senegalensis                     1   

12 West African Fiddler Crab Uca sp                    

13 Guinean Tilapia Tilapia guineensis                       

 


