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Tour Participants: Ed Drewitt (leader) with eleven Naturetrek clients 

Local Guides:   Lamin Sanneh, Lamin Jarju, Amadou Bojang, Sanna Kolley & Alagie Bojang 

Introduction 

A feast of species was enjoyed during our eight-day tour, based at the luxurious Mandina Lodge. Built on the 

edge of a mangrove creek, the trees were full of Gambian delights such as kingfishers, sunbirds and bee-eaters. 

The tidal mudflats amongst the mangroves were busy with foraging European waders such as wintering 

Whimbrel, while Ospreys were common including a colour-ringed individual from Germany. Twice-daily walks 

into the savannah woodland revealed a whole host of woodpeckers and turacos, and the nearby base camp 

attracted the local troop of Guinea Baboons. Excursions to Tanji and Kartong were rewarding with hundreds of 

whistling ducks, gulls, terns and a chance to see The Gambia's main fishing village alive with boats returning with 

their catch. With 166 bird species alongside crocodiles, monitor lizards, and a whole host of colourful butterflies 

seen, this holiday was a welcome hot and sunny adventure before Christmas and family celebrations back in the 

UK 

Day 1 Friday 4th December 

UK to The Gambia 

The clear starry night sky gave way to a beautiful sunny morning at Gatwick as we arrived from 7am to check in 

for our 10.10am flight with Titan Airline. We flew across the wooded countryside of Sussex, the heaths of 

Hampshire and Dorset, over Southampton, Bournemouth and Poole Harbour before heading south over 

Brittany in France. After the Bay of Biscay we flew across the Picos mountains, along the border of Spain and 

Portugal, heading out towards Northern Africa from Faro. We followed the Moroccan coastline before heading 

across the mountains, dried rivers beds and extensive Sahara desert sands of Western Sahara and Mauritania. All 

the time we were tracing the steps of millions of European migrant birds such as Nightingales and Blackcaps that 

made the journey just a few months earlier.  

 

We landed after a six-hour flight at just after 4.30pm in bright sunshine and 32°C heat. After making our way 

through customs and security we collected our luggage, put it through the scanner, and headed out to meet our 

drivers. Our journey to Mandina Lodge was 40 minutes in hot late-afternoon sunshine, passing school children 

on their way home, the hustle and bustle of a late Friday, and women dressed in colourful, vibrant clothing. We 

pass though the town of a Brikama before heading along a sandy track to Mandina, our lodge for the week. On 

the way we saw Pied Crow, Red-billed Hornbill, various species of dove, and Hooded Vultures perched on 

telegraph poles. While we quenched our thirst with a beer or soft drink, our host, Linda, introduced our guides 

before we headed to our lodges as the light faded. Whimbrel and Western Grey Plantain-eaters called around us, 

and some managed to spot Pied Kingfisher and Senegal Parrot before it got dark.  

 

We met again at 7.30pm for dinner and enjoyed watching jackdaw-sized Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bats hanging 

from the thatched straw roofing of the elaborate, spire-like roofs above our open-air restaurant. One or two flew 

low over the dining table, squeaking and revealing their long wings. Their squeaks sounded more like a tropical 

frog. A very small pipistrelle-type bat was also circling towards the top of the inside of one of the spires. Dinner 

was a delicious selection of chili tomato soup or scampi, a local white fish, chicken or steak for main and 

pineapple flambé. The occasional Red-eyed Dove called from the night-lit trees while frogs and cicadas sang 

throughout the cooler night. 
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Day 2 Saturday 5th December 

Buffulotto and mud flats 

We met at 7am for tea, coffee and biscuits, and a chorus of Red-eyed Doves, wood doves, Vinaceous Doves and 

various other birds. We jumped up to glance a Giant Kingfisher as it flew past. We met our four guides, Lamin, 

Lamin, Alagie (AJ) and Amadou at 7.30am and shared two canoes to go down river to the edge of Buffulotto 

village. Along the glistening, calm water the Red Mangrove trees were just flowering (green flowers) and 

providing lots of bird activity at high tide. During the first hour in the canoes we enjoyed watching Caspian Tern, 

Cattle Egret and Long-tailed (Reed) Cormorant overhead. Brown (Mangrove) Sunbirds occasionally flew out 

from the trees and Blue-breasted Kingfishers had their regular perches along the Mandina bolon (creek), five 

kilometres from the main River Gambia. Pied Kingfishers were often hovering or diving for fish and one 

Malachite Kingfisher dashed across the water into cover. A few metres into the mangrove trees two White-

backed Night Herons were hiding; the bright white back feathers helped locate one of the birds. A few Western 

Reef Egrets, a Great White Egret, a juvenile Purple Heron and a few African Darters were occasionally perched 

on the low, outer mangrove branches. A Hamerkop flew overhead. Whimbrels, wintering here after spending the 

summer in northern Europe, were plentiful and often feeding on the mud on the edge of the mangroves or 

flying past in small groups. They are very vocal too, and the odd one was perched up in a tree. On the boat trip 

back, now on a much lower tide, they were joined by a few Spur-winged Plovers, over a dozen African Wattled 

Lapwings, Redshanks, two Greenshanks and a Grey Plover. Common Sandpiper, also from Europe, and Senegal 

Thick-knee were also common, the latter lurking in small numbers near the mangrove roots. A flock of 12 

White-faced Whistling Ducks flew overhead while Broad-billed Rollers hawked insects up high. Two also 

perched either side of the creek, one joined by a Grey Woodpecker. Red-chested Swallows were flocking and 

joined by the odd Pied-winged Swallow. A flock of 20 White-throated Bee-eaters flew overhead too plus a few 

Rose-ringed Parakeets. Another mangrove highlight was seeing a large West African Crocodile laid out on the 

mud - it was still there showing off its teeth on the way back, and a little further along a small, younger animal 

slipped into the water. Another highlight was three or four Callithrix Monkeys (Green Vervets) feeding in the 

mangroves or scuttling across the mud. 

 

Out on the land at Buffulotto we explored the nearby bushes, small growing plots and a shallow quarry. 

Butterflies were aplenty including Common Dotted Border, Small Grass Yellow, African Emigrant and Orange 

Acraea, together with many Widow Dragonflies with their light blue bodies and black marked wings. A pair of 

Blue-bellied Rollers displayed and mated in nearby baobab trees, and a Rose-ringed Parakeet inspected his nest 

hole. A Senegal Parrot flew over our heads and others fed, almost hidden in nearby trees. A blossoming acacia 

tree was busy with many male Beautiful Sunbirds, joined by a male Scarlet-chested Sunbird (with a bright red 

chest) and a male Splendid Sunbird, showing off a mix of blues, purples and red iridescent colours. The bushes 

were also busy with Cordon-bleu, Northern Red Bishop, Village Indigobird, Lavender Waxbill, and a flock of 

Orange-cheeked Waxbills feeding in the grasses. A flock of Bronze Mannikins flew through and a Grey Kestrel 

glided overhead. In a distant acacia tree a sparrow-size Pin-tailed Whydah perched with its incredibly long tail, 

five or six times its body length. Other birds included Village Weaver, Piapiac, female Redstart, Long-tailed 

Glossy Starling, Black Kite and Hooded Vulture. Common (Brown-throated) Wattle-eye and Yellow-crowned 

Gonolek were also heard. 

 

As we walked back to our canoes local women, dressed in colourful unique dresses from the Balanta tribe, were 

celebrating the upcoming marriage of a son that evening with collective singing and food rituals, surrounding a 



The Gambia in Style Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     January 16 3 
 

boy who was the brother of the groom (the groom was in the army and not available till the evening of his 

marriage). Everyone then moved to the river where they washed themselves while dressed and the boy went 

through a baptism-like ritual. 

 

As we came back to Mandina an Osprey was perched in a mangrove tree, also here from northern Europe, and 

we just caught a glimpse of a colour ring on its left leg. A second sighting clinched the inscription on the black 

ring - MT and O. It was an individual that had originally been ringed in Germany.  

 

Most of the floating lodges had a basking Nile Monitor Lizard chilling out on the walkway as we came in to 

dock. During our late breakfast (fruit and full English) a small group of four African Palm Swifts circled the 

restaurant. A pair of Western Grey Plaintain-eaters came down to drink out of a wooden trough, and the fruit 

bats remained sleepy or preening in the thatch above. Nearby a few Diurnal Dwarf Geckos showed themselves 

on the restaurant wooden poles.  

 

The rest of the day was spent relaxing and we met again at 4pm to explore the local mudflats. During this time 

20 or more White-throated Bee-eaters were coming down to splash in the swimming pool, with Broad-billed 

Rollers and a Pied Kingfisher joining in. An African Harrier Hawk flushed everything as it flew into a tree by the 

pool, and a pair of plantain-eaters was panting in the heat nearby. A Goliath Heron, two Little Bee-eaters and 

various wading birds were also seen. 

 

At 4pm we headed into the nearby woodland and on to the mudflats of the mangroves. Along with the other 

guides we were joined by Sanna who was particularly good on butterflies and tracks and signs. In the shade of 

the trees a Greater Honeyguide and a female Splendid Sunbird fed near the lodge's water tanks. Bulbuls and 

Grey-backed Cameroptera were calling in the trees. Butterflies were everywhere include River Sailor, African 

Spirit, Common Dotted Border and Tiny Orange Tip. The grassland further on was full of Small Orange 

Acraeas, and we found White Caper butterflies huddling together on one plant. The mangroves here mainly 

flood on spring tides, and the pools appeared to be more freshwater than salt and attracting doves, a White-faced 

Whistling Duck, and a Pied Kingfisher. Palm trees were hiding a Shikra and a Lizard Buzzard. In a nearby 

baobab tree two Pearl Spotted Owlets were hiding and hard to pinpoint, but flew across the grassland into 

another tree. Meanwhile a Grey Woodpecker, an African Golden Oriole, a Long-tailed Glossy Starling and 

various doves were seen in the trees. Three Red-billed Hornbills were also showing off their red bills in an acacia 

bush. One of the owlets was relocated and after a bit of work, it was positioned in the telescope for everyone to 

see. Meanwhile, the group was distracted by a Grey Hornbill and a Bearded Barbet. Heading back, we passed 

hundreds more Small Orange Acraeas. A male Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher was sporting his rusty-orange 

plumage while a Grey-headed Bristlebill remained elusive. 

 

At dinner, 30 fruit bats remained in one of the restaurant spires. One was just above our heads, fanning its wings 

out and showing off its distinctive creamy coloured epaulettes on its shoulders. It squeaked every so often a little 

like a tropical frog. 

 

After dinner most of the group headed on a 15-minute walk through the woodland to Makasuto Community 

Forest base camp, an open space by the river with a pool, bar, and a tall, elaborate tower looking out across the 

site. We watched a rehearsal of dance and music from a local band and actor (dressed as a fictional fire-eating 

lion). We had front row seats and enjoyed some drinks while watching the entertainment surrounded by many 
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local families, villagers and staff of Mandina. The local band was playing its drums, and a string instrument, the 

Kora, that has 21 strings. We headed back at 10pm, and walking there and back, Sanna pointed out tracks in the 

sand made by monitor lizards and resting places of nightjars. He also pointed out the frog-like squeaky calls of 

Peter's Dwarf Epauletted Fruit Bat. 

Day 3 Sunday 6th December 

Kembujeh Rice Field and Nambikala Field 

We met at 7am for tea, coffee and biscuits, and watched a pair of Blue-breasted Kingfishers in the nearby 

baobab tree then on the top of one of the restaurant thatched spires. We then headed out at 7.30am in the 

canoes to the Kembujeh rice fields which, at this time of year, are planted with other crops such as hibiscus. As 

we gently canoed upstream in the cool air, the high tide was hiding a lot of the wildlife. We had close views of 

two different Long-tailed Cormorants while Brown Sunbirds flitted across the creek with one perching out in the 

open. Yellow-crowned Gonolek and Common Wattle-eye called or sang from the trees. A flock of spoonbill 

flew overhead while in the distance a Green Turaco perched in a tree and a striking Pied Hornbill took off. 

Long-tailed Starling, Broad-billed Roller and Pied Kingfisher were all common. As we exited the boat at least 

two Green Vervet monkeys were feeding in the mangroves on the opposite bank including a medium size baby. 

The adult was feeding on the tree bark. 

 

At the rice fields the grating call of Double-spurred Francolin could be heard. Two or three Tawny-flanked 

Prinias buzzed in the tall grasses, and large numbers of Village Weavers were in the palms, some stripping leaves 

for nest material. Three Grey Woodpeckers were in the trees; one stayed preening at the top of one showing off 

his red rump feathers. A beautiful Pied Hornbill flew into the top of a tree nearby with a berry or nut carefully 

held in its huge bill. Three Yellow-billed Shrikes were foraging around the base of palm fronds and a Little Bee-

eater was hawking insects metres away, allowing for close photographs. A Senegal Coucal was also lurking in the 

trees. The grasses were dewy and at least half a dozen African Grass Blue butterflies were perched dormant, 

some covered in dew droplets. Two African Green Pigeons perched in a nearby tree showing off their yellow 

feet and all green bodies. A male Beautiful Sunbird was showing off his iridescence plumage close by. In a nearby 

baobab tree a striking Lizard Buzzard was perched, with Long-tailed Glossy Starlings just below. A pair of Red-

cheeked Cordon-bleu were busy making a nest, visiting every few minutes with grasses.  

 

A little further along the trees were busy with Grey-headed Sparrows, a bright yellow Melodious Warbler, Red-

billed Firefinch, Grey-backed Cameroptera, a River Sailor butterfly and a male Red Basker dragonfly. In a more 

distance tree a male African Oriole was calling and showing off his bright yellow plumage. As we headed back, 

two Yellow-throated Leafloves flew into a palm but didn't pause for long. Just before we boarded the boats a 

pair of stunning Blue-bellied Rollers were perched, while a pair of Pied Kingfishers were exchanging a fish. 

Sailing back down to our lodge we spotted more waders as the tide subsided: Redshank, African Wattled Plover, 

Senegal Thick-knee, Common Sandpiper and Whimbrel. An African Reed Warbler was also singing from the 

mangroves.  

 

We landed back around 10.30am, ready for breakfast before a rest and individual birdwatching till 4pm. Various 

birds were seen during the day including Puffback, African Paradise Flycatcher, African Thrush, Snowy-crowned 

Robin Chat, Common Wattle-eye, Subalpine Warbler and Yellow-crowned Gonolek. Thousands of fiddler crabs 

could be seen marching across the mud at low tide, many seeking pools of water left behind. Many of the crabs 
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were waving their 'fiddles', an elongated thick claw, often white or red, in synchrony as part of their sexual 

display. A closer look at the mud also revealed mudskippers, amphibious-like fish that survive in the film of 

water left on the mud at low tide. They moved around using modified pectoral fins. 

 

We met again at 4pm after admiring a huge Goliath Heron pottering in the mud near the bar and ordering our 

dinner choices. We headed out on foot to Nambikala Field, walking out along the main track from the lodge 

before heading into the grassland and bushland. The first hour was quiet for birds but busy for butterflies. 

Hundreds and hundreds adorned the herbaceous habitat, much of which was a wild type of mint. There were 

Common Grass Yellows, Small Grass Yellows, Zebra Whites, an African Emigrant, an African Tiger, a few 

African Grass Blues and hundreds of Caper Whites. A highlight was a gorgeous Dark Blue Pansy with orange 

eyespots and iridescent blue patches on each hind wing. Along our walk the commonest sounds were the 

descending calls of Blue-spotted Wood Doves, along with the calls of Vinaceous Doves and plantain-eaters. A 

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird was also calling from one tree but hidden away, and Brown Babblers called together 

but remained hidden. A Double-spurred Francolin flew up out of the grasses like a pheasant before disappearing 

out of view, and a Patas monkey was in a distant tree but soon retreated to the ground once it had spotted us. 

The sandy track was full of the tracks of mongoose, monkey, monitor lizard and antlion. A call gave away the 

presence of a pair of Fine-spotted Woodpeckers - they were hard to see but every so often moved and gave away 

their position. Behind us, two Hooded Vultures were stood on a large stick nest tucked away amongst the 

branches of a big tree. As we headed along fields of couscous, Black-capped Babblers called from a tree and 

various Grey Hornbills gave brief and obliging views. A Pied Hornbill also perched close by and regurgitated a 

red berry which it dropped onto a leaf and managed to retrieve again. A distant Red-shouldered Cuckoo-shrike 

perched in a distant tree - black with a distinctive red patch on its wings. The guides found a Violet Turaco, a 

bird Jacquie had been hoping for. It looked black from a distance but through the telescope we could see the 

rich blue-purple colour with a bright red and yellow head and bill. Three Senegal Parrots also fed nearby in a tree 

with red berries and a Shikra flew past. Vittaline Masked Weavers were in bushes by their pumpkin-shaped nests 

and the cacophony of Village Weavers could be heard in the distance, sounding like a big flock of sparrows. As 

we headed back and the sun dropped below the horizon, the intense heat dropped away. We followed the 

footsteps of baboon footprints in the sand and headed back to the lodges, arriving back around 6.30pm.  

Day 4 Monday 7th December 

Tanji 

We met for breakfast at 6.45am, just as it was getting light. Some fruit bats were flying near the pool before 

coming in to roost. At 7.30am we headed out in the buses to explore the coastal habitat of Tanji, 50 minutes 

drive from Mandina. On the way we passed a hive of activity as children made their way to school and people 

were opening up their shops for the day. A flock of striking White Helmetshrikes flew away from the vehicles as 

we headed out of Mandina. 

 

We spent the morning exploring Tanji Bird Reserve with our hotel guides Lamin and Amadou. The sea was in 

sight and the sound of the waves audible. Yellow-crowned Gonoleks were calling everywhere but very difficult 

to see. We caught brief glimpses of three or four; usually snatches of their black and red bodies. A Black-

crowned Tchagra, a type of shrike, was singing beautifully out of sight in the trees. Birds were slow to reveal 

themselves but over the two and a half hours we saw many Red-billed Hornbill, displaying Grey Hornbill, 

Beautiful Sunbird, Variable Sunbird, Pied Crow and Grey Woodpecker. Osprey and Grey Heron flew overhead 
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several times. On a dry lagoon (at low tide) 20 Caspian Terns with their huge red bills were resting. Along the far 

bank an Osprey was stood on the ground while another flew over. A Northern Crombec, a wren-size bird, was 

calling in the bushes and flew out, showing its tail-less profile. A pair of Bearded Barbets was seen well, perched 

in a tree; their extravagant bill and head colours appreciated through the telescope. A highlight was a pair of Cut-

throat Finches; the male has a distinctive red band around his throat. As we got back to the vehicles a Lanner 

Falcon was seen overhead by a few. 

 

We headed back into Tanji village, the fishing capital of The Gambia, attracting fisherman from as far away as 

Ghana. The fisherman sail out in their large canoe-like boats known as pirogues, often sailing as far north as 

Senegal. We arrived as many of the boats were arriving, and watched hundreds of people gather as the fishes 

were offloaded into everything from wheelbarrows to large round containers. We walked through the market 

where hundreds of fishes were laid out to dry with salt. On the beach some people were gutting the fish and 

leaving a pile of offal, of which the Grey-headed Gulls quickly took advantage. The sandy beach was surrounded 

by hundreds of these gulls, while on the water's edge and on the sea, Lesser Black-backed Gulls mixed amongst 

them. Many of the lighter grey-winged varieties would be from the UK and wintering here. Pied Crows were 

picking their way through the fish heads and other rich beach debris left over from the fish processing. Ten 

metres away a small group of very obliging Bar-tailed Godwits was feeding in the sand along the water's edge. A 

rocky bar further out was home to lots of gulls as well as a Caspian Tern and a small, yellow-billed Royal Tern. 

Overhead a dozen Caspian Terns circled, looking for titbits to swoop down and catch. Further out to sea small 

flocks of Sandwich Terns were flying north along the coast. 

 

We headed on to Tanji Bird Reserve Eco-tourism Camp where we had a delicious lunch: chicken and fish kebabs 

with salad and chips, or vegetarian curry. After lunch we relaxed for an hour, looking out towards the sea or 

watching shaded pools where a variety of birds such as fire finches, manikins, bulbuls, African Thrush and 

Village Weaver came down to wash. The odd Agama Lizard was racing around the lodge and a large Pearl 

Charaxes butterfly was flying around with many other white and yellow butterflies, plus a Citrus Swallowtail and 

a Tiny Orange Tip.  

 

We left at 2.30pm and headed on to Kartong Bird Observatory. A line of 50 Lorries waiting to pick up sand 

from a nearby quarry caused us to take a slight diversion and approach the wetlands from a different direction. 

The heat was intense but in the shade of a wall we watched a male Africa Oriole feeding and singing in the trees. 

A pair with a different male then flew towards us and into trees behind. The wetlands, an expanse of open, 

vegetated water, was full of small flocks of White-faced Whistling Ducks and small numbers of African Jacana, 

Little Grebe, huge chicken-size Purple Swamphen, a Black-winged Stilt and a Knob-billed Duck. A Green-

backed (Striated) Heron flew past while various Squacco Herons were lurking amongst the vegetation with at 

least two Purple Herons. Overhead Little Swift, Red-chested Swallow and Wire-tailed Swallow were flying 

around. A Gull-billed Tern quartered the water and a Pink-backed Pelican flew overhead. A watery paradise! 

 

Feeling very hot, we headed back at 4pm and were back within 50 minutes. We then relaxed before dinner at 

7.30pm. 
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Day 5 Tuesday 8th December 

Base Camp and Sunset Cruise 

This morning we met at 7am for breakfast, and to the chorus of Blue-spotted Wood Doves, Red-eye Doves and 

Whimbrels. We set out for a walk at 7.30am, covering three miles to base camp, a small craft market and back 

along the main track. It was lovely and cool and our first wildlife was a Gambian Sun Squirrel and a Vervet 

Monkey together in the same palm tree. The monkey dropped out of the tree with its arms and legs spread out 

into the vegetation below. A hybrid paradise flycatcher was hiding in the undergrowth, and Double-spurred 

Francolins called from the grassland and trees; one revealing itself and showing its warm red-brown plumage 

before flying away. As we walked along the mangroves a bright yellow male African Oriole sang and fed from a 

bushy tree, half a dozen Senegal Parrots rested around the tops of dead palms which will be their nesting sites, 

and a pair of Blue-breasted Rollers was very obliging as they rested in nearby trees. The smaller bushes were busy 

with small birds including a Chiffchaff wintering here from Europe, two Northern Crombecs foraging for insects 

like Goldcrests, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleus and a few firefinches. Out on the mud Redshank, Common 

Sandpiper and Grey Plover were feeding. As we approached denser woodland other birdlife included Grey 

Hornbill, Variable Sunbird, Beautiful Sunbird, African Thrush and Pied Kingfisher. As we headed into the 

woodland we caught up with an exciting mammal, a troop of Guinea Baboons. At least 60 were foraging on the 

woodland floor, moving away the leaves with their hands and crunching seeds and nuts. There were mums with 

week-old babies, many young animals only months old, a huge dominant male who was mating with the females 

with red, swollen bottoms (indicating they are ready to conceive), week old babies being carried or dragged by 

their older siblings, a younger male with a limp, and lots of individuals grooming one another. It was a 

fascinating insight into baboon life - especially as the baboons are habituated to humans and allow you to get 

very close (but are not accustomed to being feed so carry on their natural behaviour). 

 

Moving on, we paused at base camp for a short while and some ascended the tall, elaborate tower to look across 

the extensive mangroves from up high. We then continued to another camp where day-trippers arrive for lunch 

and visit the nearby craft market. Along the way we heard an Oriole Warbler and spotted Brown Babblers, a 

Grey-backed Cameroptera, a nesting pair of Hooded Vultures and a Blue-breasted Kingfisher. A small number 

of baboons were in nearby palm trees and wandering through the camp. We paused for a short while at the craft 

market, some buying bracelets and a miniature Kora (a local string instrument). We then headed back along the 

main track, stopping to view a pair of Northern White-faced Owls in the top of a tree. They had remarkable 

cryptic plumages with lots of textured greys, whites and browns to keep them hidden. Jacquie watched a pair of 

Violet Turacos above her head and saw their bright crimson wings as they took off. Meanwhile, the rest of the 

group watched another turaco in another tree nearby. Along the way back a pair of perched Swallow-tailed Bee-

eaters were seen well. A small group of pied White Helmetshrikes provided brief entertainment as they played 

hide and seek, showing off their white crests and yellow eye rings when they did appear. At one point five were 

perched evenly in a row along a branch. We arrived back just before 10.30am ready for breakfast, and a day to 

relax and enjoy the sunshine and birdlife at our own pace. 

 

We met again at 4.45pm and headed out on a boat for a sunset cruise, doing a full circle of the mangroves and 

creek, and entering the vast River Gambia for a short while. In beautiful calm waters we enjoyed both the 

reflections of the mangrove trees, the late afternoon sunshine, and of course the birdlife. There were over 20 

different Pied Kingfishers during the trip, some hovering and diving with a splash close to our boat. At least 

three Ospreys flew overhead or perched nearby, and a few Sandwich and Caspian Terns quartered up and down 
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looking for food. Small numbers of Great Egret, Grey Heron, Goliath Heron, Green-backed Heron, Whimbrel, 

Greenshank and Common Sandpiper fed along the exposed banks. As we entered The Gambia River before 

turning round and enjoying some beers, a flock of Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters, a much bigger bee-eater than we've 

seen before, were flying overhead and some perching. A smaller White-throated Bee-eater was nearby. A Sacred 

Ibis flew downstream; its white wings lined black like mascara. Before we headed back to the lodge we finished 

with a spectacular finale; hundreds of egrets roosting on a single island of trees. The bulk, 300+, were Cattle 

Egrets joined by at least 20 Great Egrets, four Grey Herons, eight Reef Herons and at least six Black Herons. 

Nearby a roost of kites was also assembling with over 60 Black and Yellow-billed Kites gathering at the tops of 

the mangrove trees. As the light faded, Red-chested Swallows fed over the creek, and one final addition to our 

trip was a large crocodile on the bank which we watched slip into the water and disappear. 

 

As we enjoyed the roost of egrets the boat began to take on water and so began to make our way back to 

Mandina. With the water level increasing, we were unable to continue and we were rescued by a nearby lodge 

who were able to help. We were very grateful to the lodge staff and Dutch nurses living on site who helped see 

us safely transfer to a new boat and continue our journey back to Mandina for a slightly later than planned arrival 

and a stiff drink! 

Day 6 Wednesday 9th December 

Kartong 

This morning we gathered for breakfast at 6.45am and then headed to Kartong Bird Observatory, 50 minutes 

drive away to the south and close to the Senegal border. This wetland is best appreciated in the morning before 

the sun gets too hot. The now-vegetated pools used to be sand quarries and attract thousands of birds of 

hundreds of species. Over 500 White-faced Whistling Ducks were gathering in large flocks, many resting 

together on islands. Their calls provided a memorable soundscape. A mix of adults and juvenile birds were 

present, and also a few families of ducklings. Amongst the reeds and sedges many African Jacanas and a few 

Purple Swamphens were feeding, some also with chicks. Meanwhile, a crocodile was lurking in the water before 

slipping under the surface. A Malachite Kingfisher rested on a reed stem and behind us in the bushes a Singing 

Cisticola, a stunning Beautiful Sunbird, and two fledgling Village Weavers were spotted. The grasses along the 

track were full of black-blue darter dragonflies, and much larger blue ones too. African Tiger butterflies were also 

common. An Osprey perched in a distant tree near Greater Blue-eared Glossy Starlings. Overhead, a pair of 

Yellow-billed Cranes, an African Spoonbill, a single Spur-winged Goose, four Pink-backed Pelicans, two Black-

tailed Godwits, a Palm-nut Vulture and a flock of Rose-ringed Parakeets flew. Jacqueline spotted a Painted Snipe 

lift out of the reeds. A male Marsh Harrier, probably from western Europe, quartered the reeds and landed near 

a Purple Swamphen family, probably looking to snatch a chick for food. Before we left a Wood Sandpiper fed by 

a muddy pool, and an African Harrier Hawk, a huge raptor, flew low over the wetlands and rested at the same 

pool. Other birds included Little Grebe, Black-headed Heron, Grey Heron, Squacco Heron, Caspian Tern and 

Spur-winged Plover (including a leg-tagged individual). As we left, a family of Piapiacs were perched together on 

a grazing Ass looking for ticks and other parasites. 

 

By 10.30am we were heading south and ten minutes later stopped by a riverside venue where, only 50 metres 

away, we were looking at mangroves in Senegal. We stopped for a cup of coffee or freshly squeezed orange juice 

before heading north-east to Brikama. We stopped here briefly at a cash machine and then headed to Baobab 

Island near Kuloro for lunch. We took a small boat in two shifts to the island, only 20 metres away across the 
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creek. The island is full of very old baobab trees and also has accommodation for visitors. A little time was spent 

by individuals looking in the trees and a tidy list of Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, Golden-tailed Woodpecker, 

Cardinal Woodpecker, Grey Woodpecker, Grey-headed Sparrow, Red-billed Firefinch, Puffbird, Green Wood-

hoopoe, a dozen Senegal Thick-knees, Pied Kingfisher and Long-tailed Glossy Starling were recorded. We then  

headed back to Mandina, arriving just before 4pm, and spent the rest of the afternoon around the lodge.  

Day 7 Thursday 10th December 

Mangroves and Buffulotto 

After tea and coffee we started out along the walk we had done the previous Saturday afternoon, to experience it 

during the cool of the morning. We stopped to see a female Verreaux's Eagle Owl sitting on her nest. She had 

been calling on our way and we could just make out her pointed ear tufts and pink eyelids. Gonoleks called 

everywhere, and later we had good views of a single bird and then a pair - their yellow crowns and red breasts 

contrasting with their otherwise black bodies. A pair of Senegal Coucals sat out at the top of a bush - their eyes 

as red as our guides' t-shirts. One area of scrub was full of birds including a small flock of insect-catching White-

throated Bee-eaters, a Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, and various sunbirds including Beautiful, Variable, female 

Green-headed and Splendid Sunbird. Black-billed and Blue-spotted Wood Doves were feeding on the path in 

front or perched in nearby trees, and a pair of Pied-winged Swallows sat in a naked tree. Meanwhile a Greater 

Honeyguide was spotted in the middle of a tree before it dropped down. A male Lavender Waxbill showed well 

in another tree, as did a pair of Black-necked Weavers. A striking Lizard Buzzard sat in another tree showing off 

its pink cere and legs, and striped chest. Butterflies were flying around as it warmed up including Pea Blue, 

African Grass Blue, Common and Small Grass Yellows, Caper White, Pointed Caper White, Small Orange 

Acraea, River Sailor and Common Evening Brown. Down by the mangroves where the tide was higher than the 

other day a flock of five Green Wood-hoopoes were feeding at the top undersides of palm trees, and one was 

seen with a big white juicy grub. A Grey Kestrel flew overhead while an African Harrier Hawk perched on the 

top of a dead palm. An African Cuckoo chased the wood-hoopoes off when they came into lower bushes, and 

an African Reed Warbler sang from the mangroves. As we headed back we had views of a pair of Fork-tailed 

Drongos, gonoleks and the briefest views of a bristlebill. We arrived back at 10am for breakfast and some time 

to relax before meeting again at 4pm. Four of the group took at trip down the river with our guide Lamin to give 

a donation to the local day clinic. 

 

At 4pm we headed out on the canoes and went back to Buffulotto; visited on the first day out. A Palm-nut 

Vulture with its vivid black and white wings flew across the creek and a little later returned with a huge bushy 

stick as nest material. A flock of 11 White-faded Whistling Ducks flew overhead calling. A Purple Heron perched 

in the mangroves and moved along each time we got too close for it. A few Africa Darters and an immature 

Long-tailed Cormorant were also resting in the mangroves. Five Common Sandpipers, two Redshanks and a 

dozen Senegal Thick-knees were feeding on the creek bank. At least two Malachite Kingfishers gave close views 

while a number of Pied Kingfishers flew past. A Reef Heron was fishing close by, his eyes pointing forward as he 

scanned for fish. A colour-ringed Osprey, probably the one we had seen on Saturday, was perched in a tree. 

Suddenly it took off, lost height over the creek and with a splash caught a Red Snapper fish which it flew off 

with. Fantastic! 

 

On land it was quiet for birds due to the cloud cover - our first day of cloud. Despite this we still watched at least 

ten sunbirds, mostly Beautiful and Varied Sunbirds, busy in a stand of trees. An immature Splendid Sunbird was 
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also showing off. A Spur-winged Plover and a few thick-knees were in the quarry, and a pair of Bearded Barbets 

was perched in a naked tree nearby. As we headed back, Alan spotted a Pearl-spotted Owlet in some trees. 

  

On our canoe ride back we saw a Purple Heron catch a Tilapia fish, various Common Sandpipers called and flew 

past and, as we neared Mandina, a Giant Kingfisher, the size of a crow, sat in a tree before plunging in the water. 

Back near the lodge half a dozen women were sat in individual canoes collecting oysters growing on the 

mangroves roots. They used fabric to cover their hands to pull the sharp shells away from the trees. 

Day 8 Friday 11th December 

Basecamp and transfer 

Today was overcast and cool and, after breakfast, we headed out at 7.45am. The birdlife tends to be a bit 

suppressed in this weather, however small numbers of baboons entertained us, including a young male shaking 

the branch he was in and weeing over the path to intimidate us! As the temperature rose bird activity increased. 

At the base camp a Palm-nut Vulture was in a distant tree, two Red-necked Falcons passed overhead, two Long-

tailed Glossy Starlings fed on the ground, and a Striated Heron flew out across the water. An African Harrier 

Hawk also perched briefly. As we walked back out into the Guinea Savannah a Black-crowned Tchagra was 

singing beautifully. It was well hidden but did reveal itself and its red-brown back for a short while. A Golden-

tailed Woodpecker foraged at the top of a palm tree with lots of Village Weavers, and a Red-shouldered 

Cuckooshrike showed well in a nearby tree. Close by, two Guinea (Green) Turacos were in the trees and  

stopped long enough for us to appreciate their crests and red eye skin through the telescope. Blue-bellied Roller, 

Northern Puffback and Fork-tailed Drongo were also seen. Black-billed Wood Doves were common along the 

sandy paths, leaving behind their footprints. Two Little Bee-eaters sat out on a branch showing off nicely while 

further along, as we headed back, a few Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters were competing for insects with a pair of 

African Paradise Flycatchers. A Willow Warbler discretely fed in a bush and along the track close to the lodge a 

pair of Red-bellied Paradise Flycatchers were hiding. We arrived back around 10am with plenty of time to relax, 

pack, pay our bills and be ready for our transfer to the airport at 3pm. 

 

We said our farewells to everyone and made our journey to the airport, seeing various doves and Hooded 

Vultures along the way. Check in was quick and smooth, and from an outdoor café we saw hundreds of Cattle 

Egrets on the tarmac, and swifts and Black Kites flying overhead. 

Day 9 Saturday 12th December 

Despite the plane being a little delayed, we arrived back in London Gatwick at 12.10am to a temperature of 5°C. 

Security was quick, luggage retrieval slower, but we bid our farewells at 1.15am and set off home or to our 

overnight accommodation.  

 

A huge thank you to all the staff at Mandina Lodge for making it such a special and relaxing experience. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (= recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      December 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

1 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       3   6     

2 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus       1         

3 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus     1 H 2 H     

4 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata   13   150   500 11   

5 Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos       1         

6 Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis           1     

7 African Spoonbill Platalea alba     7     1     

8 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus         1       

9 White-backed Night Heron  Gorsachius leuconotus   2         2   

10 Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax   1         1   

11 Striated Heron  Butorides striata     1 1 1   2 1 

12 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides       6   4     

13 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 20 20        

14 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     2 4 8 4     

15 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala           2     

16 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   1   2   2 2   

17 Goliath Heron Ardea goliath   1 1   1 1 1   

18 Great Egret  Ardea alba   1 2 4 20 1     

19 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca         6       

20 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis   2 2 2 10 2 2   

21 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta   1             

22 Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis           2     

23 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens       2 1 4     

24 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus   4 5   4 1 2   

25 African Darter  Anhinga rufa   3     2   2   

26 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   1 1 2 3 3 1   

27 Black Kite  Milvus migrans          

28 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius   1          

29 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus           1     

30 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis   2       2 1 1 

31 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus         

32 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   1       1 1 1 

33 Shikra  Accipiter badius   1 1           

34 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus   1 1 1   1 1 1 

35 Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus   1         1   

36 Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera               3 

37 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus       1 1       

38 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra           2     

39 Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio       3   6     

40 Senegal Thick-knee  Burhinus senegalensis   6 3   6 12     

41 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus       1   1     

42 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus   4 6 8 4 6 1   

43 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus   12 2 10         

44 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   1   1 1 1 1 1 

45 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus       6   12     

46 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa           2     

47 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica       8         
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

48 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 1 20 6   12 2 4 1 

49 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   6 3 1 1   2   

50 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   2 1 1 2       

51 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola           1     

52 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   4 6 1 6 4 6   

53 Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis           1     

54 Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus       800   1     

55 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus       30         

56 Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus       10         

57 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica       1         

58 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia   4   30 1 1     

59 Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus       2         

60 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis       30 2       

61 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea         

62 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis               

63 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens               

64 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata         

65 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea          

66 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus     1        

67 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer   1    2    

68 African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus     2 6   1     

69 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri   4 3     6     

70 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus   6 6   6  4   

71 Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa     1         1 

72 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea     1   3       

73 Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator 2         

74 African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis             1   

75 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis   h 1       2   

76 Verreaux's Eagle Owl Bubo lacteus    1         1   

77 Northern White-faced Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis         2       

78 Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum   2         1   

79 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus   4 4 2 4     

80 Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus       10      

81 Common Swift Apus apus                

82 White-rumped Swift Apus caffer       6         

83 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster   2 4 2 2 1 1 1 

84 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus   4 4       

85 Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti     1           

86 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica   4 4 1 2 1 1 H 

87 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus   1       1 2   

88 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   1         1   

89 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis   6 10      

90 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  Merops hirundineus       1 2   1 2 

91 Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus   2 2 4     4 4 

92 White-throated Bee-eater  Merops albicollis   20 6       20   

93 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater  Merops persicus         20       

94 Green Woodhoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus          1 5   

95 African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus     3   1   1   

96 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus   1 6 4 2    1 

97 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi 2 2 8 10 2  4 3 

98 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus   1 H H 1 1 1 H 



The Gambia in Style Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     January 16 13 
 

      December 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

99 Vieillot's Barbet  Lybius vieilloti                 

100 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius   1   2   1 2   

101 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator   1         1   

102 Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera     2           

103 Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens           1     

104 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae   2 3 2   1   1 

105 Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni           1 1 1 

106 Brown-throated Wattle-eye  Platysteira cyanea   H 2 1 H   H   

107 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer   1 1 H 1 1   2 

108 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis     2       1 2 

109 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus       H H     1 

110 Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis     1     1   1 

111 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus   1 1 4 H H 4 2 

112 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina     3 4   1     

113 African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus   1 1 3 1       

114 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis             2 2 

115 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer   1       8 2   

116 Pied Crow  Corvus albus          

117 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus          

118 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens                 

119 Yellow-throated Leaflove Atimastillas flavicollis     2           

120 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus   1         1   

121 Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida   30  10       

122 Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii       10         

123 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma   3+       6 6 

124 Red-shouldered Cuckooshrike Campephaga phoenicea     1         1 

125 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura   1   1 2       

126 African Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus     H       H   

127 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus               1 

128 Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans     1         1 

129 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita         1       

130 Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta     1           

131 Singing Cisticola  Cisticola cantans           2     

132 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava     6 H       2 

133 Red-winged Warbler  Heliolais erythropterus   1             

134 Oriole Warbler  Hypergerus atriceps         H   H   

135 Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata   1 1 H 1     1 

136 Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii     H          

137 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus     H  4    

138 Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus                

139 Purple Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus     1 8         

140 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus   3 6   2  1 4 

141 Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus           1     

142 African Thrush  Turdus pelios   2 2 3 2   1   

143 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla     1       1   

144 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus   1             

145 Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus   6 4      

146 Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platurus               1 

147 Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis             1   

148 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis   1   1 1     1 

149 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus   6 3 8 4 4 4  



The Gambia in Style  Tour Report 

 

 

14  © Naturetrek     
 

      December 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

150 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus   1         3 1 

151 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus     1 4 2   4  

152 Copper Sunbird  Cinnyris cupreus             1   

153 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus       3       1 

154 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus     6   H      

155 Vitelline Masked Weaver Ploceus vitellinus      6           

156 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis         1   2 1 

157 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus           

158 Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus   1     1       

159 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   1 6 6 2     

160 Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus   4 4      2   

161 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens   4         2   

162 Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda   6             

163 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata   12        

164 Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata   1             

165 Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura   1             

166 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica   2 2           

Mammals                   

1 Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus 30 30 45 45 45 45 45 45 

2 Peter's Dwarf Epauletted Fruit Bat Micropterus pusillus    H             

3 Small bat, Pipistrelle sp.    1     1         

4 Patas Monkey Erythrocebus patas     1           

5 Green Vervet Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus   3 2   1 4   1 

6 Guinea Baboon Papio papio         60     15 

7 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus       1 2 2     

8 Striped Ground Squirrel Xerus erythropus           1     

Reptiles                   

1 Nile Monitor Lizard Varanus niloticus   3            

2 West African Nile Crocodile Crocodylus suchus   2 1   1 1   1 

3 Agama Lizard Agama agama       2   3     

4 Diurnal Dwarf Gecko Lygodactylus gutturalus    2 1           

Butterflies 

Citrus Swallowtail,  Papilio demodocus Narrow-banded Green Swallowtail,  Papilio nireus 

African Emigrant,  Catopsilia florella Small Grass Yellow,  Eurema brigatta 

Common Grass Yellow,  Eurema hecabe Caper White,  Belenois aurota 

African Caper White,  Belenois creona Creamy Small White,  Dixeia orbona 

African Spirit,  Leptosia alcesta Common Dotted Border,  Mylothris chloris 

African Tiger,  Danaus chrysippus Pearl Charaxes,  Charaxes varanes 

Cream-bordered Charaxes,  Charaxes epijasius River Sailor,  Neptis serena 

Small Orange Acraea,  Acraea serena Zebra White,  Pinacopteryx eriphia 

Tiny Orange Tip,  Colotis evagore antigone African Albatross,  Appias epaphia epaphia 

African Spirit,  Leptosia alcesta Bush Charaxes,  Charaxes achaemenes atlantica 

African Grass Blue,  Zizeeria knysna Dark Blue Pansy,  Junonia oenone 

Pointed Caper White,  Belenois gidica gidica Common Evening Brown,  Melanitis leda 
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Pea Blue,  Lampides boeticus  

Dragonflies 

Widow Dragonfly,  Palpopleura portia Black Percher,  Diplacodes lefebvrei 

Red Basker,  Crocothemis erythraea Strong Skimmer,  Orthetrum brachiale 

Other Taxa 

African Giant Snail,  Achatina sp.  Brown Paper Wasp,  Polistes sp. 

Antlion,  Myrmeleon sp.  Giant Milliepede,  Diplopoda: family Odontopygidae 

Driver Ants,  Dorylus sp.  Common Green Mantis,  Sphodromantis sp. 

West African Fiddler Crab,  Uca tangeri A Stick Grasshopper    

A Flat Mantis    Mangrove Oysters,  Grassostrea tulipa 

Fish   

African Red Snapper,  Lutjanus agennes Atlantic Mudskipper,  Periophthalmus papillo 

Guinean Tilapia,  Tilapia guineensis  

Plants 

Baobab,  Adansonia digitata Rhun Palms,  Borassus aethiopum 

Red Mangrove,  Rhizophora mangle  

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

Pink-backed Pelican Broad-billed Roller 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

