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Tour participants: Philip Thompson (leader), Lamin, AJ, Amadou and Lamin (local guides) 

Together with 12 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 24th February 

Having arrived safely, if a little delayed, into Banjul Airport we negotiated the rather chaotic and overwhelming 

porters, to be met and escorted to our transfer coach driven by Baba, our regular driver for the tour. It was then 

a direct transfer to our lodge within the Makasutu Forest.  

 

As we passed along the route past an array of small businesses on the roadside, several species of birds were 

noted. The abundant Hooded Vultures were hard to miss, with a number of large trees containing numerous 

roosting birds, joined by many more soaring throughout the area. Roadside wires held a confusing mix of doves 

of several species, which we would come to identify in the coming days. Of rather more interest were several 

Yellow-billed Shrikes, bee-eaters and rollers. We soon turned off the tarmac and onto the dirt road leading to the 

lodge. Progress became somewhat slower, allowing us to enjoy the view a little better as we bounced along the 

remainder of the route.  

 

Arriving at the lodge we were met by Linda, our host, with a welcome drink and short introductory talk about 

the lodge before being shown to our rooms, during which several exotic and puzzling birdcalls could be heard 

from the surrounding vegetation! 

 

After some time to relax and familiarise ourselves with the grounds, we met up for our first enjoyable evening 

meal, noting the passing of several Epauletted Fruit Bats through the buildings and into the roof structure. 

Day 2 Saturday 25th February 

Our first excursion involved our soon-to-be customary early morning tea and biscuits before boarding a couple 

of canoes paddled by our local guides. We headed upstream, along the Mangrove-lined creek heading for the 

Kembujeh Ricefields. Several Long-tailed Cormorants, African Darters and various herons and kingfishers were 

seen as we made our slow and stealthy passage. 

 

On arrival at our shallow point of disembarkation one of the group, perhaps feeling conditions to be a little hot, 

opted to take a rather unexpected plunge into the creek! Luckily the water was only a foot deep and after their 

brief plunge they were soon on their feet and then to rapidly dry out in the hot sunshine. This event had rather 

distracted the group from a small group of delicate Namaqua Doves feeding on the shore edge with a handsome 

Lizard Buzzard perched metres away on a dead tree. After this exciting start, the walk continued to provide many 

more birding highlights as we slowly made our way along the sandy tracks, aided by the vigilant eyes of our full 

complement of local guides, keen to ensure everyone saw every bird available. We were soon observing a 

diminutive Pearl-spotted Owlet showing well above us in a nearby tree, closely followed by the extraordinary 

sight of eight African Golden Orioles all in the top of one tree! This was almost immediately followed with a pair 

of stunning Bearded Barbets and Pied Hornbill. Feeding in a mixed flock on the ground were several Red-billed 

Firefinches, Orange-cheeked Waxbills and Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu.  
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Our route led through rough scrubby woodland before reaching an area of small-scale cultivation, where 

members of the local community were hard at work looking after their plots. Looking into the numerous wells, 

we were surprised to see how close the groundwater level was, being only about one metre below ground, even 

at this point of the dry season. Several young girls helping their mothers were clearly given their allotted task of 

drawing water and irrigating the crops. In contrast to the intensive and rather barren wildlife-free zones of 

western agriculture, these small-scale plots held an abundant birdlife, chief among them being numerous Western 

Red-billed Hornbills and a couple of dazzling Blue-bellied Rollers. 

 

With temperatures starting to rise as fast as the bird count, we headed back to the canoes where, after a careful 

boarding, we returned to the lodge for our late morning jumbo breakfast. Rejuvenated after bacon, egg, sausage 

and tea we were then able to retire to our rooms to freshen up, take a siesta or take a refreshing dip in the 

attractive lodge swimming pool. The pool was to provide one of the best spots for birding in the lodge with the 

daily visit by a flock of delightful White-throated Bee-eaters that came to drink and bathe every day. 

 

We met up once more in the late afternoon for our second excursion, most being taken by the local guides on a 

walk to an area of mudflats after passing through an area of thick forest. The rest of the group opted to take the 

‘Sunset Cruise’ by boat.  

 

The boat trip headed downstream to eventually reach the River Gambia. Along the way a host of different 

herons and egrets were seen, joined by terns, kingfishers and wading birds. Having reached the main river, the 

huge size became apparent with the far shore only barely discernible. A couple of distant Pink-backed Pelicans 

were picked out followed by a piebald Palm-nut Vulture that settled in the fringing mangroves. Our careful 

approach was not tolerated too closely before it took to the wing once more. The cruise culminated in taking a 

side creek and pulling over to observe an isolated water-surrounded patch of mangroves. Here, as we quietly 

waited and watched, a slow arrival of roosting herons gradually built up to a large and noisy multitude after ever 

increasing flocks of birds flew in from all directions. The birds mainly comprised Western Cattle, Western Reef 

and Great Egrets joined with good numbers of African Darters, Long-tailed Cormorants and, rather surprisingly, 

numerous Pied Kingfishers. With the throng reaching several hundred birds and the light beginning to fade, we 

took a slow circuit of the roost before heading back for the evening meal. 

 

The majority of the group that had been led on a walk had highlights of a distant roosting Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl, 

several species of sunbird and more rollers. 

Day 3 Sunday 26th February 

Today we undertook the first of our two coach excursions to further off destinations. After a 50-minute minibus 

journey we visited the coastal area of Kartong Bird Observatory, to the far southern edge of Gambia close to the 

Senegalese border.  

 

The main habitat comprised a series of flooded abandoned sand quarries. These have matured with abundant 

and rich vegetation around the edges of the pools, with numerous lilies on the open water. This has resulted in 

attracting a rich assemblage of marsh and water birds. Immediately upon arrival, as we disembarked and were 

met by the ex-pat Englishman who runs the observatory, we were distracted by the nearby large numbers of 

White-faced Whistling Ducks, Jacanas, Squacco Herons and African Swamphens. He briefly explained the 
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history of the area before having to soon head off and oversee a bird ringing morning that was currently 

underway. 

 

Our group then began a slow walk through the area, passing a number of different pools. We had not gone far 

before an obliging Abyssinian Roller perched nearby on a fence line post to be admired, followed shortly by a 

Broad-billed Roller that flew close overhead. This was joined by a handsome and dashing Red-necked Falcon, 

which had been perched in some distant shrubby trees. The next pool held a trio of the rather bizarre 

Hamerkops that were actively hunting for frogs in the shallow water’s edge. Continuing in similar fashion with a 

wide mix of water birds and farmland birds being seen, we made our way towards the final pools. Hunting over 

these were a diverse variety of swallows of five different species that took a little while for everyone to latch on 

to all those present. This last pool held another mix of herons, most of which were new for the trip. The stars 

were the iconic Black Herons or Umbrella Birds with one individual fishing in its characteristic manner which 

gave rise to its colloquial name. Several freshwater wading birds were present, although a little harder to pick out. 

 

Our route next led along a wide dirt road to the sea. We had been met by Baba with the minibus so several of 

the group opted to ride the rest of the way while some of the group chose to continue walking. They were 

rewarded with a handsome Grey Kestrel perched nearby and a flyover flock of Spur-winged Geese before re-

joining the group at the beach.  

 

We then undertook a walk along the seashore towards a river mouth and hoped-for roosting gulls, terns and 

waders. A small flock of Little Bee-eaters were feeding close by, using the dried stems of the beachfront 

vegetation for perches. Overhead a couple of Ospreys were in constant view as they fished close offshore. 

Passing by at sea were a number of large Caspian Terns and Pink-backed Pelicans. As we neared the river mouth 

we came upon a small flock of roosting waders comprised of Kentish Plover and two or three White-fronted 

Plovers. In their non-breeding plumage the two species were very difficult to tell apart, but after a close approach 

and telescope views, we were able to see the distinguishing features to the group’s satisfaction! Resting on the 

shingle islands of the river mouth were up to six Ospreys, whilst around them numerous waders were feeding, 

the highlight being the delicate Marsh Sandpiper. 

 

We then retraced our steps with a few of the group enjoying a paddle in the ocean as we went. Back at the 

vehicle a local entrepreneurial ‘barman’ had cold drinks from a cool box on offer that were eagerly taken 

advantage of and drunk in the shade of a large tree, on the ‘lounge bar’ stools. 

 

The heat of the day had now built up, leaving us with the attractive option of lunch in a shady beachfront 

restaurant. We all enjoyed a pleasant meal watching the Grey-headed Gulls at sea and an Agama Lizard on a 

restaurant Coconut tree, before our return back to our lodge and another evening meal. On our return, a few of 

the group took a short walk from the lodge to check the leaking water tanks for birds. These attracted a steady 

stream of sunbirds, weavers, bulbuls and a single Lesser Honeyguide. 

Day 4 Monday 27th February 

Our morning excursion was again by canoe when we travelled to Bufaloto, where we landed and took a walk. As 

we approached our landing spot a large flock of Senegal Thick-knees flew up and settled again nearby, 

numbering nearly 30 birds.  
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Once ashore we firstly were able to watch the local ladies processing the Mangrove Oysters that are harvested 

laboriously by these women from dugout canoes. Each oyster is hacked from the roots of the mangroves and 

collected in their rather worse-for-wear canoes. They are then landed and boiled to open the shells to extract the 

contents. The accumulated shells are also used as a cheap alternative to whitewash after being baked and crushed 

to produce a pure white powder. The middens of spent shells were also providing an attractive spot for 

scavenging Hooded Vultures and Piapiacs to pick out any remaining scraps.  

 

The walk produced another dazzling array of new and attractive birds. The most striking of these were a trio of 

Violet Touracos moving among the crowns of some nearby trees, with their bright yellow bills and red-topped 

heads standing out among the leafy canopy. Once in flight, the striking red wings and deep blue plumage made 

them one of the standout birds of the trip. Whilst discussing the reason for the Long-tailed Glossy Starlings 

riding the backs of a couple of donkeys, an obliging Yellow-billed Oxpecker duly arrived and proceeded to 

demonstrate its specialised behaviour whilst hitching a ride, namely gleaning ticks, parasites and scabs from 

among the donkeys delicate areas! Among other birding highlights, mention should be made of the colourful 

passing Senegal Parrots and Rose-ringed Parakeets with their characteristic screeching calls, of which a number 

of both species were seen during our walk. Not so colourful were the selection of non-breeding plumaged 

widows, whydahs, weavers and indigobird that were seen but rather failed to set the group’s world alight! 

Compensation was provided by a selection of shimmering metallic sunbirds, although these could at times cause 

problems as they moved rapidly among the tallest parts of the trees. The most commonly seen was the aptly 

named Beautiful Sunbird, joined next in regularity by Splendid and Scarlet-chested Sunbirds. 

 

Once again the morning was warming up nicely and thoughts were turning towards breakfast and a relaxation in 

the shade. We returned the way we had come, only to find the tide had risen in our absence and one of the 

canoes was now floating a metre or two from the shore with its rope tied to a now submerged root of mangrove! 

Our unfazed guide Lamin bravely slipped off his sneakers and waded in to save the day and we then were safely 

paddled back to the lodge. 

 

After the rest period in the middle of the day, we were then led on another late afternoon walk through a lightly 

forested area and then among some more areas of cultivated plots. At the start of the walk we were able to 

connect with a couple of the forest skulking Snowy-crowned Robin-Chats. A rather elusive Stone Partridge only 

provided a glimpse for a couple of the group. Rather easier to spot was our first Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird. 

When we came alongside the fenced enclosure of the cultivated plots we picked up a family group of Black 

Crakes feeding in the open in a wet marshy area, and nearby a couple of African Jacanas feeding within the 

tiniest patch of water-lily bed imaginable. The plots held the customary large number of Western Red-billed 

Hornbills and White-billed Buffalo Weavers. Feeding from a low perch within the open scrubby forest a 

Northern Black Flycatcher showed well, shortly followed by a superficially similar Fork-tailed Drongo for 

comparison. Having reached birding overload, we returned to the lodge to freshen up before dinner and to 

process all that we had seen so far. 

Day 5 Tuesday 28th February 

Our second coach excursion took us initially to Brufut Forest reserve. Soon after setting of we stopped to 

admire a resplendent Long-crested Eagle perched in the morning sun close to the track.  
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Continuing on and having left the tarmac, we bounced down a succession of bewildering dirt roads, finishing up 

passing a rather unappealing rubbish dump where we soon stopped to meet up with a local specialist bird guide 

who could lead us to view a couple of the forests specialities. Our walk then commenced, passing through an 

area of open savannah forest during which we encountered a good range of bird species; highlights being further 

Senegal Parrots, Green Pigeon, Lanner Falcon and Little Swift. 

 

When we reached the forest boundary we carried on along the wide sandy track alongside that allowed good 

views into the forest. Sunbirds feeding on the flowering trees were the main attraction with five species seen, of 

which Copper Sunbird was new for the trip. Two birds were spotted, one of which was moulting into adult 

plumage and rather nondescript, the other being a full adult. A rapidly moving Striped Ground Squirrel shot 

across the path ahead of the group, missed by most. Upon reaching the main entrance, we paused for a cool 

drink from the cool box of another ‘bar’ owner with shady benches overlooking a small clearing fitted out with 

several small water bowls. These were attracting a steady stream of visiting birds to drink, allowing us a relaxing 

time as we cooled off identifying the various species. The common Village Weavers included a single Little 

Weaver showing its diminutive size by comparison. We were also able to get a good examination of Northern 

Red Bishops, with a single larger Black-winged Red Bishop for comparison. 

 

Now refreshed, we were then led along narrow winding paths into the thick forest, firstly to be shown a roosting 

African Scops Owl by our local expert. This bird proved another challenge for the group, as it was perched in a 

thickly vegetated tree, only visible at a narrow angle looking almost straight up! As a result, we had to confine our 

observations to its rear end, its head remaining concealed: an exciting bird but perhaps not the best of views. 

Our next stop, however, was a real treat. After another short distance through the maze of narrow overgrown 

tracks we were led to a ground roosting Long-tailed Nightjar, deep within the forest. The bird remained dozing, 

unconcerned by our presence no more than eight feet away, allowing a mind-blowing view and photographs. 

The cryptic plumage was a joy to admire at such a close range. Even better, we were then led to a second bird 

nearby showing the much darker plumage of a male. We then retreated back to the main track where the minibus 

had moved to meet us.  

 

Our next stop was a visit to the coastal Bijilo Forest Park. Our main target here was the primates, which did not 

prove difficult to see initially with numerous Green Vervet Monkeys casually scampering all around us, 

unfortunately becoming rather habituated to humans by the illegal feeding of peanuts. Still, it did provide some 

lovely intimate observation of these attractive monkeys; unfortunately the same could not be said for the site 

itself as permission had been granted for some form of development in this immediate area with the resulting 

bulldozing and destruction of the forest and its trees! These however were not the main reason for our visit. We 

were soon able to pick out the species for which this area has its main importance; the threatened and 

increasingly isolated population of Western Red Colobus Monkeys. We were able to enjoy some prolonged and 

interesting views of a number of family parties of these attractive primates. As a result of the clearance work the 

birdlife was a little diminished, but did at least include a couple of Snowy-crowned Robin-Chats. 

 

Our final move was to our lunch destination at another seafront restaurant. A short stop en route was taken for a 

visit to one of the local craft markets where the group were able to admire and purchase some local artefacts. 

Our lunch stop was wonderfully sited with a shady table overlooking a small freshwater pool with its compliment 

of West African Crocodiles. Whilst we relaxed waiting for our lunch orders to arrive we could enjoy some 

excellent birding without leaving our seats! Several Caspian Terns paid visits for a scooped drink, whilst passing 
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at sea were a number of smaller Swift Terns. The resident Pied Kingfisher was oblivious to the gathered diners as 

it went about its business catching its own lunch, posing from very close range! After a delicious lunch, it was 

then a straightforward transfer back to the lodge in good time before dinner. 

Day 6 Wednesday 1st March 

Our early morning walk today led ultimately to a large Baobab grove through a mix of savannah and woodland, 

with another rich assortment of birds seen. An early sighting caused a little controversy with all three local guides 

pointing out an African Paradise Flycatcher and the group all seeing a Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher! Order was 

restored with the subsequent decision being made that what we had all seen was one of the local hybrids that 

occur in this overlap zone of the two species. Whilst still within the dense forest we came upon a feeding flock 

of sunbirds that included a moulting Pygmy Sunbird, the first for the trip. A pair of forest skulkers was seen 

next, with the sighting of a Blackcap Babbler and two Grey-headed Bristlebills that kept low among some 

thankfully scattered bushy scrub. Excitement was then raised by the sighting of two Guinea Turacos that, true to 

their kind, kept fairly hidden in the tree canopy.  

 

As we reached the area of numerous magnificent towering baobab trees we encountered a number of different 

bird species. Firstly a small flock of Purple Starlings with their prominent yellow eye were admired through the 

telescope in a nearby tree, followed by a Lanner Falcon that was making hunting forays through the grove of 

trees. A Black-crowned Tchagra hopped along the ground with little concern in the group approaching close to, 

allowing for some excellent views. Nearby, an unassuming Striped Kingfisher kept up its silent patient perching 

on the lookout for food. Sated with birds, a return was made for breakfast. 

 

For our late afternoon walk we took to the canoes once more and returned to Kembujeh Jetty. We began the trip 

by slowly paddling the canoes close to the mangrove forest skirting the creek. After a little patient peering into 

the shadows, our luck was in with the sighting of a roosting White-backed Night Heron a couple of metres from 

the water’s edge. This nocturnal heron is not an easy find so we counted ourselves fortunate that the sharp eyes 

of our local guide AJ had picked out this elusive bird. A little further on we were stunned to notice the bright red 

legs of an African Finfoot standing on the mud beneath the overhanging mangroves! The bird then walked 

through the tangled roots before taking to the water a couple of times, interspersed with a couple more spells of 

walking through the mangrove roots. At no point did the bird move out from the shore more than a metre and 

kept within the shelter of the arching root system, making it clear why these are such sought-after difficult to see 

birds. This is a species that the local guides, out every day, may only expect to see once a year at best. A very 

special sighting indeed!  

 

With the excitement of our two lucky sightings past, we arrived at our landing point to continue our walk into 

the village, arriving at a huge central Kapok Tree. A Yellow-billed Shrike was feeding from posts nearby, but our 

main attention was caught by a pair of woodpeckers feeding on a fallen tree ahead of us. These were identified as 

Golden-tailed Woodpeckers and we were able to clearly see the heavier streaking on the neck and breast, and the 

golden yellow rump and tail base distinguishing this species from the similar Fine-spotted Woodpecker that we 

had seen on a couple of occasions previously. Happy from an enjoyable walk, we returned to the canoes and 

returned to the lodge. As a final highlight as we reached the lodges, we came upon the troop of Guinea Baboons 

numbering in the region of 100 individuals, scampering over a couple of the floating lodges but mainly engrossed 

in clinging to the mangrove roots above the water feasting on oysters!  
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Day 7 Thursday 2nd March 

This morning the group was presented with a choice between the scheduled walk or a special trip for the 

photographers in search of Broad-billed Roller, that had so far eluded being ‘captured on film’. Four opted for 

the ‘photography special’ that required another canoe trip and longish walk to an area that had been reported to 

hold a couple of the desired birds. As it transpired, the rollers failed to appear but the participants were suitable 

elated with stunning images of Black Heron in full ‘umbrella’ fishing mode as the highlight of another bird-filled 

excursion. 

 

The main group took a route through the canopy forest and on into the more open wooded savannah, during 

which we were still finding new birds for the trip. As we set out we encountered the entire Guinea Baboon troop 

of nearly 200 individuals using the same track as ourselves. They remained casually unconcerned by our presence 

as they went about their day; feeding, squabbling, playing and socialising. It was quite an experience to be able to 

observe them at such close quarters as they scampered past our feet and scrambled through the overhead 

branches. Our next aim was to try and connect with the local Stone Partridges. We were soon distracted by an 

unambiguously genuine African Paradise Flycatcher with its smoky grey belly that showed well. Back to our 

mission, we were soon hearing the attractive fluty notes of a covey of partridge, which after some careful stalking 

and initially fleeting glimpses, we were all able to obtain a satisfactory view of these rather understated game 

birds scurrying among the scrubby bushes and long grasses. Further new finds included a couple of Senegal 

Eremomelas with a pair of Northern Crombecs showing well nearby. Another understated find was a Vitelline 

Masked Weaver for the weaver enthusiasts, shortly followed by a Yellow-throated Leaflove.  

 

To complete the range of primates possible in this region of Gambia, we were next lucky to spot a trio of resting 

Patas Monkeys in a group of distant trees. These are said to be the fastest primates in the world, being largely 

terrestrial in their feeding and habitat and only rarely climbing trees. Through the telescope we could admire the 

rather scary facial features, with their deeply shaded eyes and black nose giving them from distance a rather skull-

like appearance.  

 

Our purple patch then produced a Red-shouldered Cuckooshrike. This attractive black bird was perched on the 

top of a tree and offered occasional good views as it changed position. By now our route had reached the 

Cultural Centre within the Makasuto Community Forest. Before we had an opportunity to have a look around, 

the local guides were able to find the resident roosting Northern White-faced Owls in a thinly vegetated 

eucalyptus tree. Whilst still at an awkward angle overhead, the trio of birds were clearly visible to be admired as 

they sleepily opened an occasional eye to check out their surroundings.  

 

We then had an opportunity to have a walk among the local artisan’s stalls showing their carvings, pottery and 

fabrics. It was interesting to watch the local weaver making scarves on his simple handloom, with the finished 

products displayed for sale behind him. After this successful morning it was back once more for breakfast. 

 

The afternoon walk returned to the mudflat area via the canopy forest. After several good forest bird sightings, 

we were then hurriedly ushered forward by another guide to catch sight of a stunning Forest Cobra Naja 

melanoleuca crossing the path and then to vanish into thick undergrowth! As we first caught sight of this 

impressive six-foot specimen, it could be seen retracting its hood before vanishing. Presumably the other guide 

with a client ahead of us had disturbed the snake as it began to cross the path, and possibly it had risen up and 
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fanned its hood in a defensive posture. This species is regarded as the largest of the world’s true cobras, being 

able to attain a length of up to ten feet. 

 

We next entered an area of palm and cashew cultivation where we came upon a party of White-crested 

Helmetshrikes. These handsome black and white birds with their Cockatoo-like crest moved through the 

plantation as a family group, giving some excellent views as they passed.  

 

Leaving the plantation we came to the area of open mud with a small stream and fringing mangrove. A search 

was made to find the elusive Gambian speciality of Painted Snipe with no luck but we were compensated with a 

perched Shikra followed by an obliging Striated Heron perched within a small tree. With the sounds of a local 

party in full swing, we passed on into agricultural smallholdings once more. A striking find in the sandy ground 

were three flowering spikes of the Aroid Amorphophallus aphyllus. We were then back on familiar ground as we 

made our way back. 

Day 8 Friday 3rd March 

With our return flight not due to leave till late afternoon, we still had a final walk to enjoy before our farewell. As 

a special treat we had a lie-in of half an hour before setting out in a leisurely manner to feast on the richness and 

variety of birds that Gambia has to offer. Amazingly even at this late stage in the tour we were still finding new 

birds for the trip, beginning with a smart metallic green Klaas’s Cuckoo, unfortunately only seen by a couple of 

the group (with a stunning accompanying photograph!). 

 

Our route took us back past the Cultural Centre where those of the group not with us yesterday were able to see 

the roosting owls. Whilst most relaxed, the local guides were able to show both White-crowned Robin-Chat and 

the very rare for this area Little Green Woodpecker to a fortunate few! We moved off as a group, passing 

through the Base Camp via a winding path through some thickly tangled vegetation before finally returning to 

the lodge grounds. 

 

We then had ample time to relax before packing and boarding our minibus, ably driven by Baba, to the airport 

where we had a rather lengthy wait, due to a slightly delayed departure, before finally arriving safely back in the 

UK.  

 

Whilst everyone didn’t see everything spotted during the trip, everyone did at least see most, which is all that can 

be hoped for. For a lucky few, their sightings of Nile Monitor Lizard, Marsh Mongoose and the charismatic 

Gambian Pouched Rat eluded most. Hopefully everyone was happy with their own personal sightings. As for the 

‘snoring Manatee’, this is a mystery left unsolved! 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

1 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus       1     10   

2 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus   1   5     6 5 

3 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata     300+           

4 Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis     5           

5 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     1           

6 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis       1         

7 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus   2 2 4         

8 African Spoonbill Platelea alba     4 1         

9 White-backed Night Heron  Gorsachius leuconotus   2       1     

10 Striated Heron  Butorides striata   1   1     1   

11 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides     6           

12 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 10 350+ 20      

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   4 2 6     1   

14 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala   6 2 1 2       

15 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath   5   2   1     

16 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   2   3     1   

17 Great Egret  Ardea alba   40 6 20 2 2 2   

18 Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia     1           

19 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca     3       1   

20 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta     20           

21 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis   25 6 25 1 6    

22 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta   3 5   1       

23 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens   2 4 9         

24 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus 1 50 2  2 4    

25 African Darter  Anhinga rufa   25 6 25 2 1    

26 African Finfoot Podica senagalensis           1     

27 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   5 10 10   1 1   

28 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus             1   

29 Black Kite  Milvus migrans             

30 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 6        

31 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis   4 1 1 2 2     

32 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus         

33 Beaudouin's Snake Eagle  Circaetus beaudouini   2             

34 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   1       1     

35 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   3 3 2   2 3 2 

36 Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates   1             

37 Gabar Goshawk  Micronisus gabar       1     1   

38 Shikra  Accipiter badius   1     1   3   

39 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus   1   1   1 2   

40 Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis   2     1 1     

41 Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus     1 1   1 1   

42 Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera     1           

43 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus       1 1 1 2   

44 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra     3 4     1   

45 African (Purple) Swamphen  
Porphyrio 
madagascariensis 

    12           
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      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

46 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus     6           

47 Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis H 6   30 1   4   

48 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus     5           

49 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus     6           

50 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus   4 8 12 6   4   

51 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus 1 6 3   2   4   

52 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   2 16     1 1   

53 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     20           

54 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus     6           

55 White-fronted Plover  Charadrius marginatus     2           

56 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus     30 3 2   2   

57 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago     2           

58 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica   4 2 1         

59 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus         

60 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   4   2     1   

61 Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis     1       1   

62 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   2 3 2   2     

63 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus H     2         

64 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola   1 2           

65 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   16   6 1 2 2   

66 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres     10           

67 Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea     2           

68 Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei     1           

69 Grey-headed Gull  
Chroicocephalus 
cirrocephalus 

    100+          

70 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus     3   3       

71 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica   2 6     1     

72 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia   8 20 4 6 2 1   

73 Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus         6       

74 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis   10   1 4       

75 Rock Dove  Columba livia              

76 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea   4 15      

77 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis         

78 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens           

79 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata         

80 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea         

81 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus   2        

82 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer   8       

83 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis   4   2   1     

84 African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus   3   1 1 6     

85 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri 2 3 3 5 3 6     

86 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus   4 8 10 6 10 6 4 

87 Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa           2     

88 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea       4 1 1 4 1 

89 Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator 10 20       

90 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis   4   2 2 2 2   

91 Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas               1 

92 Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus   1             

93 African Scops Owl  Otus senegalensis         1       

94 Northern White-faced Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis             3 3 

95 Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum   1             

96 Long-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus climacurus         2       



The Gambia in Style Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     May 17 11 
 

      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

97 Mottled Spinetail  Telacanthura ussheri       1     10   

98 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus 6        

99 Little Swift  Apus affinis         8       

100 Purple Roller  Coracias naevius         1       

101 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus   2 12   2       

102 European Roller Coracias garrulus     1           

103 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster   2   3 3   8   

104 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus     2   2       

105 Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti           1     

106 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica   3 1 3   3 3   

107 African Pygmy Kingfisher  Ispidina picta   2 1 2   1 1   

108 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus   3   2   1 2   

109 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   1 1 2   1     

110 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis 2  4      

111 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  Merops hirundineus   25   6 4 2 4   

112 Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus   4 5 6 5 5 6 2 

113 White-throated Bee-eater  Merops albicollis   20 20 30   20 20 1 

114 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater  Merops persicus   20 12 10 4 10 10 6 

115 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus     1           

116 African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus   1             

117 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus   3 2 2 4 4   1 

118 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi   20 6 20 10    

119 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus       1   2   2 

120 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius   10 2 4     1 1 

121 Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor     1           

122 Spotted Honeyguide Indicator maculatus       1         

123 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator   1     1       

124 Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera   2 1 1     1   

125 Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni           2     

126 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae   3   2     2 1 

127 Little Green Woodpecker Campethera maculosa               1 

128 Brown-throated Wattle-Eye  Platysteira cyanea     2 1   1 1   

129 White-crested Helmetshrike  Prionops plumatus             8   

130 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus           1     

131 Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis           1 1 1 

132 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus   4 2 2   3 4   

133 Red-shouldered Cuckooshrike  Campephaga phoenicea             1 1 

134 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina 4 6     3 1 1   

135 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator     4     1     

136 African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus 1 12             

137 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis   4   1     1   

138 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer     1 1   1   1 

139 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis             2 1 

140 
hybrid African x Red-bellied Paradise 
Flycatcher 

Terpsiphone rufiventer x 
viridis 

          1     

141 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer   1 3 30 6 8 6   

142 Pied Crow  Corvus albus         

143 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus         

144 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens   1 3       1 1 

145 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus     1     2 1   

146 Yellow-throated Leaflove Chlorocichla flavicollis             1   

147 Fanti Saw-Wing  Psalidoprocne obscura   1     1 1     



The Gambia in Style  Tour Report 

 

 

12  © Naturetrek     May 17 
 

      February/March 

  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

148 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   10            

149 Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida 8 6        

150 Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii                

151 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma   10             

152 Mosque Swallow  Cecropis senegalensis                

153 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica                

154 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura   1         2   

155 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita             1   

156 Whistling Cisticola Cisticola lateralis           2     

157 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava   2   4   4 2   

158 Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida             2   

159 Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata       2   2 2   

160 Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla             4   

161 Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii           2   1 

162 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus   15 4 6 3 10 6 6 

163 Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus   12 6           

164 Purple Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus   1       3     

165 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus 2 15 25       

166 Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus       1         

167 African Thrush  Turdus pelios   6 4 6 3 5   

168 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla     1 3 1 3 1   

169 White-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha albicapillus               3 

170 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus           1 1   

171 Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides       1   2     

172 Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus   4 1 4   3     

173 Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis     4 1   2     

174 Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura           1     

175 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis   10 2 4 5 4 6   

176 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus 1 7 12 20 25    

177 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus   1 3 1 6 6 6 2 

178 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus   1     2 2 2 3 

179 Copper Sunbird  Cinnyris cupreus         2       

180 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     2           

181 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus   8     2 12     

182 White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris   40   40      

183 Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus         1 2     

184 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis   4 6 3 1   2   

185 Vitelline Masked Weaver  Ploceus vitellinus             1 4 

186 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus          

187 Black-winged Red Bishop  Euplectes hordeaceus       10 1       

188 Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus       30        

189 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   50        

190 Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus   8 3 10 10    

191 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens   4 1 6 2 1     

192 Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda   20   2   1 1 6 

193 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata          

194 Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata       1         

195 Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura       3       3 

196 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava     1           

197 Plain-backed Pipit  Anthus leucophrys     1           

198 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis     2           
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  Common name Scientific name 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

199 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica   1       1 1   

Mammals 

 

  

       1 Western Red Colobus Monkey Procolobus badius         12       

2 Guinea Baboon Papio papio   12 2     100 200   

3 Green Vervet/Callithrix Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus   3 12 1 30 6 10 6 

4 Patas Monkey Erythrocebus patas             3   

5 Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus         

6 Peter's Dwarf Epauletted Fruit Bat Micropteropus pusillus                

7 Striped Ground Squirrel Xerus erythropus         2 1     

8 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus   1 1   2 5 1 1 

9 Gambian Pouched Rat Cricetomys gambianus       1     1 1 

10 Marsh Mongoose Atilax paludinosus   1       2 1   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Bee-eater African Pygmy Kingfisher 

Bearded Barbet Western Osprey 
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Reptiles 

Forest Cobra, Naja melanoleuca Nile Monitor Lizard, Varanus niloticus 

Agama Lizard, Agama agama Diurnal Dwarf Gecko, Lygodactylus gutturalus  

West African Crocodile, Crocodylus suchus  

Other Tax 

Citrus Swallowtail, Papilio demodocus Mediterranean Tiger Blue, Tarucus rosacea 

African Tiger, Danaus chrysippus River Sailor, Neptis serena 

Lang's Short-tailed Blue (aka Common Zebra Blue), Leptotes pirithous 

African Giant Snail, Achatina sp.  West African Mangrove Oyster, Crassostrea tulipa 

West African Fiddler Crab, Uca tangeri African Red Snapper, Lutjanus agennes 

Atlantic Mudskipper, Periophthalmus papillo Guinean Tilapia, Tilapia guineensis 

Plants 

Baobab, Adansonia digitata Rhun Palm, Borassus aethiopum 

Coconut, Cocus nucifera Kapok Tree, Ceiba pentandra 

Red Mangrove, Rhizophora mangle an Arum, Amorphophallus aphyllus 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

  

White-throated Bee-eater Abyssinian Roller 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485

