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Tour participants: Duncan McNiven (leader) plus local guides and nine Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 8th December 

London Gatwick to Mandina Lodge 

We all met up at Gatwick Airport on a cold December morning with the temperature barely above freezing 

before boarding a Titan Airways Airbus A320 for the comfortable six hour flight to Banjul. As we looked down 

on the Sahara where a sand storm appeared to be raging, it was hard to comprehend how a tiny bird like a 

Willow Warbler, weighing less than 10 grams, could navigate this vast expanse of desert beneath us twice a year. 

But they do, and perhaps we would come across one or two of these intrepid sprites, along with some more 

colourful residents, during our week in Gambia. 

 

Needless to say, the temperature on arrival in Banjul was considerably warmer than it had been a few hours 

earlier at Gatwick. After meeting Baba, our driver, who was able to help us buy some local currency at an 

exemplary rate, we were soon on our way. As we gazed out of our coach windows at the local Gambians going 

about their daily business, we noticed our first African birds in the form of Hooded Vultures and Long-tailed 

Glossy Starlings flying overhead. Remarkably quickly, we arrived at our destination for the next week among the 

mangroves on the banks of the Gambia River - the lovely Mandina Lodge, where we were welcomed by our 

charming host Linda with drinks by the pool. 

 

Linda talked us through the normal routine of events that would unfold during the following week which 

included a pleasant mix of short walks in the nearby forest, gentle canoe rides along the river backwaters, a 

sunset cruise and a couple of day excursions to sample some different habitats a short distance away. All with the 

proviso that if anyone wanted to chill out around the pool or do their own thing instead, then that was always an 

option. So, with the shadows lengthening, we all settled in to our various luxury stilted, floating or jungle lodges 

with the calls of Senegal Thick-knees resonating from the mudflats and Western Grey Plantain-eaters from the 

trees above our heads before meeting up for our first delicious Mandina meal by the pool and starting our 

holiday in earnest. 

Day 2 Saturday 9th December 

Am - canoe to Buffalotto and walk; pm - walk to mudflats 

We met at 7am for tea, coffee and biscuits in the restaurant before boarding our canoes with our local guides and 

set off downstream at 7.30am. A huge Giant Kingfisher flew into the bordering mangroves as we boarded the 

canoes - a bird that we would become quite familiar with over the next few days. As we paddled through the 

mangroves, Pied and Malachite Kingfishers paraded themselves from various fishing perches whilst the gaudy 

Blue-breasted Kingfisher was slightly more difficult to see concealed noisily in the bushes. As we stopped to 

admire a group of Guinea Baboons at their dormitory, we suddenly realised we were looking right at a White-

backed Night Heron on her nest. It was great to get this often difficult to see bird in the bag within half an hour 

of the start of our canoe ride! Overhead many Black Kites and Hooded Vultures were circling as an African 

Harrier-Hawk made its way up river and a strange Palm-nut Vulture sat on an exposed branch. On the bank a 

Nile Crocodile lounged whilst familiar waders from northern Europe - Common Sandpipers, Common 

Redshanks, Greenshanks and Whimbrels - picked around on the mud they shared with the resident Spur-winged 
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Lapwings and Senegal Thick-knees. Suddenly, we chanced across a Marsh Mongoose as he picked his way across 

the mud between the mangroves and he gave us a cursory backward glance as he went about his business. 

 

Alighting at Buffulotto, we immediately found a female Beautiful Sunbird feeding young in a pendant nest above 

the path and later on the walk we would see several of the stunning long-tailed males of this species. A dead tree 

next to the path had two birds in it and both turned out to be falcons - a Lanner and a Grey Kestrel. Nearby, a 

group of magpie-like Piapiacs moved through the trees. An open area nearby covered with flowering bushes 

proved to be productive as Beautiful and Variable Sunbirds fed on the flowers whilst Red-cheeked Cordon-

bleus, Lavender Waxbills and Red-billed Firefinches flitted around, the latter accompanied by their brood 

parasite, the Village Indigobird. A European Hoopoe gave point-blank views as it probed the ground, whilst 

Shikra and Lizard Buzzard added to our growing raptor list. All too soon, it was time to head back to Mandina in 

the canoes whilst noting the Green Vervet Monkey posing on the edge of the mangroves as well as the African 

Darter, with its neck shining chestnut in the morning sunlight. Back at Mandina we ate a hearty "Full English" by 

the pool whilst deciphering the cacophony of dove calls around us - Red-eyed, Mourning and Vinaceous - with 

Speckled Pigeon plus Blue-spotted and Black-billed Wood Doves providing backing vocals. 

 

After a relaxing siesta, we met up again at 4.30pm for a gentle stroll through the woodland surrounding the lodge 

to an area known as 'the mudflats' where, to no-one's surprise, there was a small wetland. The walk produced a 

steady stream of colourful new birds for our list including Brown-throated Wattle-eye, Splendid Sunbird, Grey-

headed Bristlebill, Grey-backed Cameroptera, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Blue-bellied Roller, Northern Black 

Flycatcher and a gaudy Bearded Barbet. Numerous equally colourful butterflies vied for our attention with the 

birds and we noted Common Grass Yellow, African Spirit, Common Dotted Border, River Sailor, Small Orange 

Acraea and African Grass Blue. At the wetland, large flocks of Village Weavers were swooping around looking 

for a roost site and Red-billed Hornbills perched in the surrounding trees. As the light began to wane we retraced 

our steps back to Mandina and frustratingly were eluded by a Bushbaby that had emerged early for its nocturnal 

activities but quickly disappeared into a dense tree before anyone could really get on to it. But never mind, after a 

lovely dinner and a few drinks back at the lodge we were already looking forward to what tomorrow would 

bring. 

Day 3 Sunday 10th December 

Canoe trip to Kubuneh am; woodland walk pm   

We met up at 7.30am for tea and biscuits then boarded our canoes for the short trip to Kubuneh village. On the 

way we noted a Brown Sunbird attending her nest suspended from a mangrove branch a few feet above the 

water. As soon as we landed at the village the birds came thick and fast. After admiring a Yellow-billed Shrike 

and a Long-tailed Glossy Starling, we noticed a Brown Babbler regarding us with suspicious red eyes. A male 

African Golden Oriole and a Yellow-crowned Gonolek added a kaleidoscope of colour, whilst a pair Senegal 

Parrots inspected a potential nest hole in a tree. A Pearl-spotted Owlet then announced its presence by calling 

before flying in the nearby tree where it gave everyone great views. After looking through the telescope at a 

Shikra sat on a telegraph wire, we returned to the boats through the village full of smiling schoolchildren. As we 

launched the canoes heading back to Mandina for breakfast, an Osprey flew over followed in quick succession 

by a Gull-billed Tern and then a Caspian Tern, whilst on the beach a pair of Wattled Lapwings and a Grey 

Plover had joined the usual Whimbrels and Thick-knees. 
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As we relaxed around the lodge during the middle of the day, some of us were entertained by flocks of both 

White-throated and Little Bee-eaters plunge bathing in the swimming pool as we ate lunch. Soon it was time to 

all meet up again for our gentle afternoon stroll through the surrounding woodland. Within a few metres of the 

lodge entrance we had already seen Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher, Northern Puff-back and a pair of showy 

Snowy-crowned Robin-Chats, but both Cardinal Woodpecker and Fine-spotted Woodpecker proved a little 

more difficult to see. Suddenly we were surrounded by a huge troop of Guinea Baboons, perhaps 200 strong and 

including all different ages, which were being 'moved on' by lodge staff because of the potential damage they 

could cause to the lodge buildings and gardens if they were left unsupervised!  

 

As we continued our walk we came across a tree which surely had a snake in it such was the number of agitated 

birds that were flying around it including another pair of Puff-backs, Northern Crombec, Senegal Eremomela, 

and Western Violet-backed and Variable Sunbirds. Soon we had to turn back as the sun began to go down, but 

not before we had added Green Turaco and an obliging Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird to our list, although Robert, 

who was compiling the trip's fantasy list, noted it down as a 'Tinkerbell'! As we retuned we stopped to examine 

some ant-lion pits that had been constructed in the path, each one hiding a voracious ant-lion larva waiting to 

grab any unfortunate ant that fell into its crater. Back at Mandina, as we enjoyed pre-dinner drinks we were 

entertained by the resident group of Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bats which were "pinking" and displaying their 

epaulets under a palm frond over the pool. 

Day 4 Monday 11th December 

Day trip to Kartong Wetlands 

Today was a slightly different schedule in that we were to visit a wetland at the coast near the Senegal border, so 

we had a 'continental style' breakfast and then boarded our bus for the short journey to Kartong. As soon as we 

stepped off the coach the birding started with a flock of Piapiacs, some of them riding on donkey backs. An 

unusual feature of these strange crows is that the young birds have red bills whilst the adults' are black. Purple 

Heron, Squacco Heron and Hamerkop were also spotted dropping into the wetland and we soon picked up 

Western (Purple) Swamphen, Black Crake Common Snipe, African Jacana and Black-headed Heron picking their 

way through the marsh vegetation. Overhead Gull-billed and Whiskered Terns swooped around whilst a Marsh 

Harrier hunted and flocks of Pink-backed Pelicans soared above. As the morning heated up, more raptors took 

to the air with Palm-nut Vulture, African Harrier-Hawk, Dark Chanting Goshawk and several Ospreys the pick 

of the bunch. We were temporarily captivated by a confiding Namaqua Dove until a vivid Abyssinian Roller took 

our attention away, whilst in the background a flock of Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters hawked insects. A distant splash 

of red turned out to be a Northern Red Bishop, still in partial breeding plumage, among a flock of many others 

in their drab non-breeding garb. 

 

It wasn't just birds that were attracting our attention as the wetland provided home for many attractive 

dragonflies including diminutive Black Perchers, Red Baskers and a single Vagrant Emperor that Martin was able 

to photograph. Not only dragonflies either as the marginal vegetation around the marsh was alive with gaudy 

African Tiger butterflies swarming over their caterpillar food plant. As we completed our circuit and returned to 

the bus, a final pool yielded flocks of White-faced Whistling Ducks, Black-winged Stilts, Black-tailed Godwits, 

and Wood and Green Sandpipers, whilst on an island an African Spoonbill dozed with some Spur-winged Geese 

and a Sacred Ibis. A huge Nile Crocodile was basking with its mouth wide open as a pair of Knob-billed Ducks 

flew in and hid behind an island. 
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A short excursion to the nearby beach allowed some of us to search for and ultimately find a White-fronted 

Plover which proved to have tiny chicks, whilst other members of the group relaxed and had refreshments in a 

beach cafe. Returning to the bus, we drove up the coast to enjoy a delicious lunch in a beach-side restaurant at 

Sartong where Grey-headed Gulls were sitting on boats moored just offshore. After lunch, a short ride further 

on saw us disembark at Tanji where we enjoyed the sights and sounds of the fish market as the fresh catch was 

unloaded from fishing boats on the beach. Enjoying the bonanza of fish scraps were hoards of terns including 

Caspian, Lesser Crested, Common and Sandwich Terns, competing with attendant Grey-headed and Lesser 

Black-backed Gulls, whilst an Arctic Skua flashed through almost unnoticed. After taking all this in we returned 

to our base at Mandina, where a cool beer awaited and, as dusk began to fall, a White-faced Owl hooted from 

the trees between the lodges. 

Day 5 Tuesday 12th December 

Am - Walk to Yambikalla; pm - walk to 'Paul' fields or Sunset Cruise   

It was nice and cool (17°C) as we met up for tea and coffee at 7.30am to start our morning walk, but it warmed 

up quickly during the morning to reach 32°C by 11am. The cool start to the day seemed to encourage the bird 

activity, and we were soon engaged in trying to get good views of both Green and Violet Turacos as they flew 

from tree to tree looking for fruit. They are such fabulous birds, the embodiment of what a colourful tropical 

bird should look like. They are particularly striking in flight when they show off their deep red flight feathers 

coloured by the pigment Turacin which is unique to the Turaco family. A stop to admire a pair of noisy Yellow-

crowned Gonoleks (always worth a second look) resulted in an encounter with two other refugees from the 

northern winter like ourselves in the shape of a female Common Redstart and a Willow Warbler. 

 

As we entered a more open area of cultivation, a tame Little Bee-eater perched on a grass stem over the path 

stopped us in our tracks temporarily. A little further down the trail a lively group of Green Wood Hoopoes kept 

us entertained for a while, busily working away at a tree trunk, but we were soon distracted by an African Grey 

Woodpecker and a Fork-tailed Drongo nearby. A pair of Black Scimitarbills proved a bit elusive for some, but 

much more obliging was a tame Striped Kingfisher contemplating its next meal from a dead snag. This confiding 

little bird provided some wonderful photographic opportunities for our photographers but eventually, with the 

temperature beginning to climb, it was time to head back to the shade of Mandina for a hearty breakfast. 

 

In the afternoon, four group members walked to the 'Paul' fields whilst the remainder went on the first Sunset 

Cruise out to the main Gambia River. The walking group had a pleasant stroll through woodland and scrub, 

eventually arriving at an area of rice paddies where a noisy Long-crested Eagle provided prolonged views with 

his 'Elvis quiff' fluttering in the evening breeze. In the nearby fringing damp woodland, Yellow-throated 

Leafloves and Blackcap Babblers eventually showed well, as did an African Grey Woodpecker clinging to a fence 

post. Back at Mandina, as we enjoyed another lovely evening meal, the' Sunset Cruisers' reported that they had 

visited a huge egret roost out in the mangroves containing hundreds of Cattle Egrets along with other species of 

heron including two Black Herons. The boat ride to the roost had also yielded sightings of five Goliath Herons 

and two young African Fish Eagles. Another species was added to the list as we completed the daily log when 

Richard and Paulette gave a compelling description of a bird seen swimming across the channel from their lodge 

which can only have been an African Finfoot, whilst Robert also added 'Peanut Vulture' to his impressive 

alternative bird list! 
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Day 6 Wednesday 13th December 

Day trip to Abuko Nature Reserve and Kotu Bridge 

Today was the second of our day trips away from lovely Mandina so, after a quick bite of breakfast, we set off 

for Abuko Nature Reserve. After paying our entrance fees, we entered this small protected patch of gallery forest 

which provides an oasis for wildlife amid the hustle and bustle of African life outside. Our first notable sighting 

was not a bird but some mammals - a beautiful group of five Western Red Colobus Monkeys quietly sitting 

grooming in the trees on the far side of a clearing. As we proceeded through the forest we heard an Oriole 

Warbler singing but, despite our best efforts, it steadfastly refused to show. More obliging was a pair of Red-

bellied Paradise Flycatchers. A pair of the scarce Western Bluebills showed only briefly in the undergrowth 

before, unfortunately, being flushed by some other tourists. In a nearby clearing we found some Fanti Saw-

wings, a small dark forest swallow, hawking insects whilst higher up over the trees Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters and 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters did the same.  

 

A short bus ride away saw us disembarking at Kotu Bridge where we watched in fascination as a Black Heron 

did his amazing canopy feeding trick where it folds its wings like an umbrella over the water to provide shade to 

attract fish. The creek here was alive with water birds including very showy Pied Kingfishers and a solitary 

Hamerkop, almost too close for photographs. Western Reef Egrets and Grey Herons fished along the creek 

whilst an Osprey soared overhead and Wire-tailed Swallows swooped under the bridge where, no doubt, they 

had concealed their nests. 

 

In the heat of the day, we retired to the Calypso Restaurant at Cape Point for a delicious lunch whilst all the time 

being distracted by the wildlife around us. A shallow pool next to the restaurant was heaving with Nile 

Crocodiles with at least 13 reptiles counted, whilst some huge Nile Monitor Lizards roamed the grounds. Blue-

cheeked Bee-eaters and Red-chested Swallows swooped in to drink from the pool and a quick check of the 

nearby beach located a Northern Wheatear sitting on a sign warning about the crocodiles. 

 

It was then time to return to Mandina but we decided to have another quick look back at Kotu Bridge as it was 

not far out of the way, and this proved to be a good decision as a whole new suite of birds were on show. A 

resplendent Malachite Kingfisher was perched up looking for its lunch and both Striated Heron and Common 

Ringed Plover were new for our list. Reluctantly, we left the river and made our way back towards Mandina in 

the bus, but the birding was still not over as some eagle eyes on the bus spotted a Rufous-crowned Roller (the 

last roller for our list) on a roadside wire and a Long-crested Eagle sat on a telegraph pole.  

Day 7 Thursday 14th December 

Am - canoe to Kembujah and walk; pm - walk to Paul fields or sunset cruise. 

The day started off with the discovery of a much photographed chameleon by the swimming pool as we enjoyed 

our early morning tea and coffee. Then, a gentle paddle upstream from Mandina saw us arrive at Kembujah after 

about 20 minutes where we disembarked. This is an area of open fields and rice paddies bordered by fringing 

woodland. A now-familiar Lizard Buzzard sat patiently in a tree whilst a Violet Turaco feasted on some fruits, 

affording us spectacular views. We took a short side trail through the woodland that ended at a small acacia tree 

containing a pouched nest hanging from a branch. This turned out to belong to a pair of Beautiful Sunbirds who 
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were perfectly content to feed their young as we watched close-by. Just as accommodating were a pair of Red-

cheeked Cordon-bleus that held us transfixed as they positively glowed in the early morning sun. 

 

Soon we were crossing some open fields where a pair of lovely Blue-bellied Rollers sat on adjacent fence posts 

allowed close examination. Nearby some Green Wood Hoopoes and Brown Babblers moved through the trees 

looking for their breakfast. Talking of which...it was time to head back to Mandina where a 'Full English" was 

awaiting us. 

 

During the afternoon ‘chill out’ period, a check of the lodge water tanks revealed a succession of birds coming in 

to drink in the heat of the day including Superb, Splendid and Green-headed Sunbirds and, a great surprise, a 

pair of Western Bluebills, one of the species we had gone to see at Abuko the previous day. Perhaps Mandina 

will become a regular site for them. Nearby, a pair Lemon-breasted Apalises were more new birds for the trip. 

 

For the afternoon's excursions we had to split again so that those who had not yet experienced the sunset cruise 

could do so, whilst the rest walked to the Paul fields with our local guides. The walkers had a pleasant stroll 

through the bush seeing lots of by now familiar birds and added White-crested Helmetshrike to the list. 

Meanwhile, out on the river, the sunset cruisers were helping Daphne and Ian celebrate Daphne's birthday with 

the help of a bottle of Cava and a beautiful sunset. In the mangroves, hundreds of egrets, herons and darters 

flocked in to roost on a small island until every single branch of the trees were covered in cackling birds. On the 

way to the roost we had seen Goliath Herons and Pink-backed Pelicans and, best of all, a female African Finfoot 

plodding around on the mud with her comically outsized, lobed orange feet. 

 

Later, back at Mandina after a sumptuous last dinner, we all celebrated Daphne's birthday again as the kitchen 

staff sang 'Happy Birthday' and presented her with an ice-cream cake complete with candles which we all helped 

her to polish off. 

Day 8 Friday 15th December 

Walk to the craft market at Makasutu; drive to Banjul airport; flight to Gatwick 

A relatively late 8am start saw us walking through the woodland to the craft market at Makasutu. Six Swallow-

tailed Bee-eaters hunched up together on a branch captivated us rather more than a solitary, rather dull, Little 

Greenbul. Some Stone Partridges called from a nearby bush, from which they suddenly 'exploded' in true 

partridge fashion. After a bit of gentle bartering, some souvenirs were acquired from the craft market and we 

watched a fascinating demonstration of local weaving skills. As we left the market, a showy Scarlet-chested 

Sunbird posed for good telescope views, but it was soon time to return to Mandina for our final late breakfast of 

the trip. But even after checking out of our individual lodges, there was still time to grab a couple of hours 

birding before our coach departed. A quick check of the water tanks produced an endless succession of thrushes, 

robin-chats, waxbills, bulbuls and sunbirds, including our first Pygmy Sunbird of the trip, coming to drink and 

bathe, and a female Western Bluebill also put in another appearance. 

 

Finally, we had to tear ourselves away from lovely Mandina and, after saying our farewells to the staff and our 

local guides, we boarded the bus for the short trip to the airport. But the wildlife hadn't quite finished with us yet 

as, before we reached the main road, we spotted a troop of Patas Monkeys sitting quietly on a fence, taking our 

final primate list of the trip to four species. 
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At Banjul Airport, our flight left promptly on time and six hours later we were back at Gatwick, saying our fond 

farewells, but perhaps still dreaming of sunbirds, bee-eaters, kingfishers and Mandina Lodge. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

 

Goliath Heron 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Key:  =recorded but not counted; H = heard 

      December 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

1 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus   3        H 2 

2 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus   2 H   H   H H 

3 Ahante Francolin Francolinus ahantensis   2             

4 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata       150         

5 Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis       6         

6 Knob-billed (African Comb) Duck  Sarkidiornis melanotos       2         

7 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata       2         

8 Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis       1         

9 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus       1     1   

10 White-backed Night Heron  Gorsachius leuconotus   1             

11 Striated Heron  Butorides striata           1     

12 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides          1     

13 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis       

14 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea       1 4  2   

15 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala   1 1 10   1 1 1 

16 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath         5   7   

17 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea       5 4 1 1   

18 Great Egret  Ardea alba   1    1 10 1 

19 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca         2 1 1   

20 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta       1   1     

21 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis   2 2 2  2 40 1 

22 African Spoonbill Platalea alba       1         

23 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta       4   2   1 

24 Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus             4   

25 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens   1   20 5 1 11 1 

26 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus   4 1 2  6 40   

27 African Darter  Anhinga rufa   2     50 2 23   

28 African Finfoot Podica senegalensis         1   1   

29 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus     1 15 8 1 2   

30 Black Kite  Milvus migrans         

31 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus migrans parasitus           1 15   

32 African Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus vocifer         2       

33 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis   1   2 1 1     

34 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus       

35 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus         2       

36 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   2 1 2     1   

37 Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates       1 2       

38 Shikra  Accipiter badius   1 1       2   

39 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus   1   1 1 1 1   

40 Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 1     1 1       

41 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus 1     1   2     

42 Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus 1 1   2         

43 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra     1           

44 Western (Purple) Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio     10           

45 Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis 2 6 12 1 6 4 10   

46 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus       1         

47 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus       20         
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

48 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus   4   70  10    

49 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus     2      2 2 

50 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola     1 H   1 2   

51 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula           3     

52 White-fronted Plover  Charadrius marginatus       4         

53 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago       20         

54 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus       10         

55 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa       10         

56 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus H H 20 H  6 27 H 

57 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata       1        

58 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus H 1 1   2 2 3   

59 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia H H 1 1 1 1 2   

60 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus       2         

61 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola       2   1     

62 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos H 6 6   40 2 20   

63 Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus       200   1     

64 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus       20         

65 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica     1 1   1 2   

66 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia     1 50 20 1 6   

67 Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis       1         

68 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis       1 4   4   

69 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo       1         

70 Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus       1         

71 Feral Pigeon Columba livia domestica        

72 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea       

73 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis       

74 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens       

75 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata       

76 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea       

77 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus         

78 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer         

79 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis       3 1 1 1   

80 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri       

81 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus   1 2 30 6     1 

82 Guinea (Green) Turaco  Tauraco persa     1   10       

83 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea         10   6 1 

84 Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator       

85 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis   4   10 6 1 10   

86 Northern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis leucotis       1         

87 Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum     1           

88 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus   2 2   6 2 10 10 

89 Purple (Rufous-crowned) Roller  Coracias naevius           1     

90 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus       1         

91 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster   2     1 1 3 2 

92 European Roller Coracias garrulus       1         

93 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus   2             

94 Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti         1     1 

95 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica 1 4    8 1     

96 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus   2       2     

97 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   2             

98 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis   2 2 1 H 1 1 1 
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99 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  Merops hirundineus   6 4     1 1 6 

100 Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus   2 2   6 1     

101 White-throated Bee-eater  Merops albicollis       20 1     

102 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater  Merops persicus       10 20 50 27 20 

103 Black Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus aterrimus         2       

104 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   1 1   1       

105 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus   6     4   6   

106 African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus   2 1   2   2 1 

107 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus   1 1  1   7 1 

108 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi   2 2  4 1 10   

109 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus     1       2   

110 Vieillot's Barbet  Lybius vieilloti         2       

111 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius   1 1   2   1 1 

112 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator           1     

113 Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera     1   2 1 1 1 

114 Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens     1   1       

115 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae         2       

116 Brown-throated Wattle-Eye  Platysteira cyanea   2   H H 2 4 

117 White-crested Helmetshrike  Prionops plumatus             5   

118 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus     1   2       

119 Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis     3         2 

120 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus   2  2 6   4 H 

121 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina     1   2       

122 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator       2         

123 African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus     1           

124 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis         1   2   

125 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer     2     2   2 

126 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis   4 2   4   6 2 

127 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer   6   40         

128 Pied Crow  Corvus albus       

129 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus         

130 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens 1 2 1   H 2 2   

131 Fanti Saw-Wing  Psalidoprocne obscura           6     

132 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus   1 2     H 2   

133 Yellow-throated Leaflove Atimastillas flavicollis         2 2     

134 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         

135 Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida           10     

136 Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii           2     

137 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma   2     3     3 

138 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum                

139 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura     2           

140 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus         1       

141 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava         2   4 2 

142 Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida             2   

143 Oriole Warbler  Hypergerus atriceps           H     

144 Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata   2 H   2   H 4 

145 Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla     2       2   

146 Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii         2     2 

147 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus          

148 Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus       10         

149 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus    1 20 20 1 10   
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150 African Thrush  Turdus pelios   2 2   2 2 6 8 

151 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla     2     2 2 2 

152 White-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha albicapillus   1     H       

153 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus         1   1   

154 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe                 

155 Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides   1     1       

156 Mangrove (Brown) Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus   2 2           

157 Western Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei     1           

158 Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platurus               1 

159 Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis     1       4 4 

160 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis     1   1 1 1 1 

161 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus    1 2 2 4 10 10 

162 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus   1 1       4 10 

163 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus   1 1   2       

164 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus       10         

165 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus   1 1       1   

166 White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris     1     6     

167 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis   1 6     4   2 

168 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus         

169 Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus       100         

170 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   4 6     5 10   

171 Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus   2 2   2   4 2 

172 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens   2         10 4 

173 Western Bluebill Spermophaga haematina           1 2 1 

174 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata         

175 Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata   1   1         

176 Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura   1             

177 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava       10 2   2   

178 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica   2             

 Mammals                   

1 Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus         

2 Western Red Colobus Monkey Procolobus badius           5     

3 Patas Monkey Erythrocebus patas               5 

4 Green Vervet Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus   2 1     6     

5 Guinea Baboon Papio papio    200      20   

6 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus   2 2           

7 Marsh Mongoose Atilax paludinosus   1 1           

Reptiles                    

1 Nile Monitor Lizard Varanus niloticus     1     5 1   

2 West African Nile Crocodile Crocodylus suchus   1   1 3 13 2   

3 Agama Lizard Agama agama       1         

4 Chameleon sp. Chamaeleo sp.             1   

Butterflies 

         1 Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus   1 1         1 

2 Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe         

3 Caper White Belenois aurota              

4 African Spirit Leptosia alcesta                
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5 Common Dotted Border Mylothris chloris           

6 African Tiger Danaus chrysippus              

7 River Sailor Neptis serena          

8 Small Orange Acraea Acraea serena           

9 Elegant Acraea Acraea egina              

10 African Grass Blue Zizeeria knysna         

11 Pea Blue Lampides boeticus               

12 Blue Pansy Junonia orithya              

Dragonflies                   

1 Black Percher Diplacodes lefebvrei                

2 Red Basker Crocothemis erythraea              

3 Strong Skimmer Orthetrum brachiale                

4 Vagrant Emperor Anax ephippiger                

Misc Taxa                  

1 Brown Paper Wasp Polistes sp.                

2 Ant-lion sp. Myrmeleon sp.                 

3 Common Green Mantis Sphodromantis sp.                

4 West African Fiddler Crab Uca tangeri         

5 Mangrove Oysters Grassostrea tulipa         

6 Atlantic Mudskipper Periophthalmus papillo         

7 Guinean Tilapia Tilapia guineensis         

 

Pearl-spotted Owlet 


