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Tour participants: Philip Thompson (Leader), Lamin, AJ, Saneh, Amadou, Lamin (Local Guides)  

With 10 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Tuesday 20th March 

Having left the chilly, snowbound UK behind, we arrived into the tropical heat of Gambia in the mid afternoon. 

We were then quickly through the formalities and into our bus taking us to Mandina Lodge.  

 

Passing though the sprawling suburban outskirts of Yundum, the most obvious birds were the abundant Hooded 

Vultures, Laughing Doves and Pied Crows. Leaving the tarmac, we entered the bumpy sand access road to the 

lodge, passing through Makasuto Forest as we went. 

 

On arrival we were met by Linda, the lodge manager, who arranged a cold drink for all and gave us a briefing on 

the details of our stay. It was next off to our respective accommodation units to relax before meeting up once 

more for dinner. A few of the group took this time for some preliminary birding, spotting a rich and diverse 

selection of species in the lodge grounds. 

Day 2 Wednesday 21st March 

Our first excursion was by canoe, travelling upstream to the Bufaloto area. We got off to a great start with a 

Giant Kingfisher perched atop one of the floating lodges, allowing a close approach in the canoes. 

 

Paddling slowly and silently up the main creek, birds were not too disturbed by our passage. This allowed us to 

obtain some very close views of Malachite, Pied and Blue-breasted Kingfishers that were focussed on fishing 

from the fringing mangrove roots. We were lucky once more with the sighting of a Marsh Mongoose on an area 

of open mud beneath a couple of Callithrix (Green Vervet) Monkeys sitting atop an isolated mangrove. 

 

We pulled up at our destination to continue our morning on foot. Birds came thick and fast during the next hour 

as we only travelled a short distance into the scrubby woodland. Early sightings included several Piapiacs, 

Western Red-billed Hornbill, Senegal Coucal, Beautiful Sunbird and a stunning Violet Turaco! Overhead, raptors 

included numerous Hooded Vultures, Yellow-billed Kite and a pair of African Harrier-Hawks. 

 

Having seen a few Rose-ringed Parakeets already, we were delighted to spot a couple of vibrant Senegal Parrots 

that unfortunately did not hang around. Further stunning finds included a trio of Blue-bellied Rollers that did the 

decent thing and stayed put, perched in the open on a tall leafless tree for all to admire. In the same area we 

firstly had a pair of Purple Starlings flying into a nearby palm, followed by a small flock of Long-tailed Glossy 

Starlings. A final highlight was a Hoopoe perched nearby that we were able to watch through the telescope. The 

supporting cast of weavers and sunbirds was rather outshone by these early finds! We then returned to the lodge 

for our mid-morning breakfast followed by a siesta and relaxation in the midday heat. 

 

We met up for our afternoon walk where we then split, with four of the group taking the Sunset Cruise boat trip 

with the rest walking to the ‘Mudflat’ area. The walk began passing through thick tangled forest in which we 

caught a few glimpses of a Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat on the forest floor. In the flowering trees various 

sunbirds had been attracted that included a scarce Violet-backed Sunbird that only a few managed to pick up. 
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Our route led into more open savannah with a different mix of birds, highlights being Namaqua Dove and a 

Northern Puffback. Reaching the mudflat area at the farthest reaches of the mangroves, a new selection of birds 

was found, with the stars being a group of 10 Greater Painted-snipe that showed beautifully in the evening sun. 

Our walk then led on through some agricultural allotments with White-billed Buffalo Weavers, Long-tailed 

Glossy Starlings and Yellow-billed Shrike as highlights. An obliging Fine-spotted Woodpecker sat close by, 

allowing a prolonged observation. The local Lizard Buzzards were seen on a couple of occasions as flybys, with 

only a single perched sighting. 

Day 3 Thursday 22nd March 

Today was the first of our two coach excursions from the lodge, with our trip to Kartong Bird Observatory in 

the far south-west of Gambia, close to the Senegalese border. The journey took a little under an hour, during 

which we passed through the bustling market town of Brikama and several smaller homesteads exposing the 

group to the full Gambian experience of stalls, tradesmen, livestock and general life carrying on at the roadside. 

 

With the journey completed we were out of the coach and immediately picking out new and exciting birds. 

Creeping and scuttling among the rank vegetation and base of the tall reed beds were a number of African 

Jacanas, African Swamphens (a split from Purple), Squacco Herons and Black Crakes.  On the wing a single 

Broad-billed Roller was hawking over the reeds, whilst patiently perched around us were a number of Abyssinian 

Rollers, with their elegant long tail streamers. African Harrier-Hawks were abundant as were the ubiquitous 

Yellow-billed Kites and Hooded Vultures, joined here by Ospreys, Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle and Booted Eagle. 

A small, dashing Red-necked Falcon settled in a distant tree to devour an unfortunate sunbird it had just caught, 

giving an extended viewing through the telescope. 

 

Continuing our walk around the reed-filled wetland we were met by the coach on a dirt road that led down to the 

beach. Most of the group opted to re-board and be driven whilst a few continued with the walk. They were 

rewarded with a handsome Purple (also known as Rufous-crowned) Roller for their efforts. 

 

With the group back together, we first had a refreshing cold drink from the local ‘beach bar’ of rather simple 

construction. We then took a walk along the beach, heading for the river mouth forming the border with 

Senegal. Offshore, numerous small parties of terns were passing too and fro, comprising mainly Caspian, Royal 

and Lesser Crested with a few Sandwich and Little to remind us of home. On the shoreline a mix of similarly 

familiar waders comprised Whimbrel, Grey Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Sanderling and Common Ringed Plover. 

We did manage to find a local rarity in the form of a White-fronted Plover. Nearby, for comparison, was a trio of 

very similar winter-plumaged Kentish Plovers. The tide was high at the time of our visit meaning that the hoped-

for tern roost was not present, with the birds all actively feeding elsewhere. 

 

We retraced our steps back to the coach for our transfer to our restaurant on the beach for lunch. Here we 

relaxed over our ‘local catch’ special accompanied by a refreshing cold drink. The meal was enlivened by a small 

performing group of local women playing an assortment of percussion instruments and singing a medley of 

typical ‘call-and-response’ tribal songs. A few of the visiting tourists, to their credit, joined in with the energetic 

dance routines without embarrassing themselves! 
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Rejuvenated we returned to the coach to head back to the lodge with only a final stop at an area of mudflats and 

tidal mangroves where we checked out a large roosting gathering of terns and gulls, among which were 

numerous Caspian and Royal Terns. 

 

We got back to the lodge in the mid-afternoon allowing ample time to freshen up and relax before dinner. 

Day 4 Friday 23rd March 

Another canoe trip this morning took us to Kubeneh Village. During the journey out we spent a little time 

peering into the thick mangroves looking for the elusive roosting White-backed Night Herons. Having 

successfully found them, all that was then needed was managing to enable the entire group to pick them out! 

 

Having disembarked at the rough muddy landing, we passed through numerous large oyster-shell middens 

before entering the diffuse outer boundaries of the village. Walking the paths alongside numerous walled and 

fenced family compounds produced plenty of interesting birds to keep us occupied. Early new additions to the 

tour bird-list were a small party of Lavender Waxbills feeding on the Kapok flowers, a stunning pair of African 

Golden Orioles and a Grey Kestrel.  The patient local guides endeavoured to get the whole group onto these 

birds so that no one missed out. 

 

At the heart of the village among a grove of large Baobabs stood a huge Kapok tree with massive basal 

buttresses that held a particularly significant role in the village religious ceremonies. Among the huge spreading 

canopy we were also able to admire a pair of Grey Hornbills. 

 

Walking further we reached another group of Baobabs alongside a large fruiting Fig tree. Here we were fortunate 

and delighted to admire both African and Bruce’s Green Pigeons side by side on top of a leafless Baobab, 

allowing the subtle green, yellow, grey and lavender colours to be seen at their best. 

 

By now our time was drawing on for breakfast, so we headed back to the river and our canoes, adding Little 

Weaver to our list on the way. 

 

Our afternoon walk was to the Bufaloto Rice Fields. We stopped first to check out the water tank tower near the 

lodge. The leaking water attracts a number of forest birds among which today were a couple of African Paradise 

Flycatchers, Green-headed Sunbird and Little Greenbul. An early highlight was a stop to closely examine a 

slender evergreen tree. It did not take long for the local guides to pick out a roosting Pearl-spotted Owlet peering 

down at us. Then a little more time was needed to point it out to the group! Luckily, we had the scope with us 

and that was trained on the bird, giving a wonderful view. Entering the fenced agricultural rice cultivations, our 

attention was caught by an assemblage of birds at an area of flooded ditches and wet fields. Among several Cattle 

Egrets were a small number of Intermediate Egrets, but the main draw was a couple of Hamerkop that kept 

vanishing from sight in the deep ditch. Eventually they showed well to the group to the delight of some. During 

the return route, we chanced upon a Fork-tailed Drongo close by a Northern Black Flycatcher, allowing a direct 

comparison of these superficially similar birds.  
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Day 5 Saturday 24th March 

For our second coach excursion, we drove the short distance to begin with a visit to the Lamin Rice 

Fields/Tonbi Wetlands. The wet flooded agricultural fields and allotments held a varied selection of water birds 

unconcernedly feeding whilst the locals continued their hard work of cultivation among them. Several African 

Spoonbills, Sacred Ibis and Squacco and Black Herons were all on show, seeking out frogs and fish in the 

ditches. A Little Bittern seen by one of the guides was patiently waited for to make another appearance from the 

small patch of tall reeds near the path. As the group’s attention began to drift towards other birds and 

conversation, it then chose to make a characteristic rapid transit into another patch of reed and was thus missed 

by nearly everyone! A perched Long-crested Eagle made for a much easier observation as it remained in view for 

a prolonged period. We were entertained by a rather pugnacious Blue-bellied Roller that spent considerable time 

harassing and chasing crows from its territory. On one occasion, after a lengthy pursuit, both the Roller and 

Crow then returned to rest up in the same tree metres apart, ready for round two! Among numerous African 

Jacanas, a single (not-so-) Common Moorhen was seen, the only one of the trip.  

 

We continued on our circular route spotting numerous other bird species as we went, ultimately returning to the 

main road where we were picked up by our coach to be driven the short distance further to the entrance to 

Abuko National Forest. The day was beginning to warm up as we began our walk through this important 

remnant of gallery forest. It did not take long before we came on our main target of a troop of threatened 

Western Red Colobus. Unfortunately, it appeared that they were just in the process of taking their mid-morning 

siesta and were thus rather sleepy and generally slumped in the branches above us. Spending some time with the 

group, a few individuals did wake sufficiently to provide some fine photo opportunities and a little ‘action’, 

mainly from the young adolescents leaping through the canopy. 

 

Moving on, we reached the observation hide overlooking a forest pool alongside which a group of Nile 

Crocodiles could be seen snoozing on the bank in the long grass. Flitting over the water a pair of Pied-winged 

Swallows hawked for insects. Our walk continued on a circuit through the forest, but due to the warmth and late 

morning, birdlife was a somewhat muted, with little seen of note. 

 

Back at the entrance we met the coach once more to be transferred to our lunch destination on Cape Point on 

the Atlantic. The restaurant here provided some very comfortable shaded tables overlooking a freshwater pool 

where we could bird, relax and dine in comfort. The pool held several large Nile Crocodiles, a number of which 

were sunning themselves on the banks. The water’s edge also attracted egrets, herons and sandpipers to fish in 

the shallow water. The stars of the show were a number of dashing Caspian Terns that periodically swept past to 

plunge through the water; it was hard to tell whether they were drinking or washing. We enjoyed a lovely meal 

washed down with a cool drink whilst the bird activity continued. Replete and relaxed, we then made our way 

back to the lodge. 

Day 6 Sunday 25th March 

Our morning walk, today, led through open savannah and acacia woodland, culminating in reaching a grove of 

large mature Baobabs. This resulted in a rather different selection of birds seen from previously. 
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At the start, shortly after leaving the lodge and while still in thick tangled canopy forest, we spotted a pair of 

Ahanta Francolins scratching among the leaf litter at the base of a tangle of roots. Patient watching produced 

good views of these skulking birds. In rather more open forest with grassy glades a party of Bantam-like Stone 

Partridge were disturbed, resulting in them scuttling into a dense shrub. Once more, after some patience and 

gentle persuasion, they scampered out to burst into the air and away. 

 

A rich haul of Sunbirds was seen at various points during the walk, comprising Pygmy, Variable, Beautiful, and 

Splendid, among which were several resplendent males in their iridescent plumage that shone out. 

 

A metallic-green-and-white Klaas’s Cuckoo proved elusive for the group before we finally obtained excellent 

views of two birds together, making our earlier ‘off-piste’ pursuit redundant! A densely leafy shrub nearby had 

attracted a rich collection of mobbing birds of several species, drawing the conclusion that they had probably 

detected a snake. On closer inspection, the bush contained an old termite mound with numerous entrance holes, 

so our hunch was unconfirmed, to the relief of some. 

 

A couple of pairs of Little Bee-eaters were seen: bright jewels characteristically perched on slender stems feet 

above the ground. The drably coloured non-breeding Northern Red Bishops on the dusty ground were, by 

comparison, something of a disappointment to the group members, having seen the guidebook illustration of 

scarlet breeding males! 

 

Reaching the impressive large mature Baobabs at the furthest point of the walk, we met a small group of 

domestic cattle that had attracted a trio of Yellow-billed Oxpeckers lined along the back of one individual 

making for a fine photo opportunity. 

 

After some time spent in a fruitless search for Striped Kingfisher, we began to make our way back. Our passage 

was interrupted with the sighting of a Black Scimitarbill and Black-crowned Tchagra in the ploughed vegetation 

off the path. This led the group in pursuit, with only the Scimitarbill being seen by most. A final highlight was a 

Brown Snake Eagle perched characteristically surveying the area, harassed by a group of mischievous Pied Crows 

giving it a hard time that were blankly ignored! 

 

We took a shorter walk in the afternoon heat leading firstly to the Base Camp recreation centre. Shortly after 

leaving the lodge grounds, we came upon our first Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher, a stunning male with long tail 

streamers. Passing through the Base Camp after a little nose around we soon came to the Cultural Centre with its 

market and craftspeople. We rather overlooked this as we were caught up in staring into the top of a tall slender 

eucalyptus tree where we picked out a roosting Northern White-faced Owl. This bird sleepily half opened one 

eye to keep us under a rather disinterested observation while we admired its streaked plumage. Heading on, our 

final highlight of the day was a group of White-crested Helmetshrikes passing through. They kept typically in 

close company, numbering half-a-dozen birds and after the by-now-accustomed neck-straining, looking up into 

the tall forest trees, we all enjoyed some fine views. 

Day 7 Monday 26th March 

The morning was spent taking another canoe trip upstream in the Mandina Bolong. Initially birds were rather 

few and far between as we slowly paddled along the creek. Excitement was the raised with the sighting of a 
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scarce Shining–blue Kingfisher, followed by a second! We managed to approach closely to one bird perched 

within the mangroves; a rare treat as this species is quite shy and usually only seen rapidly darting away. 

 

We disembarked at the Kembujeh Rice Fields area where a multitude of birds were immediately all around. 

Scratching and feeding on the sandy ground was a varied mix of small finches that included both Northern Red 

and Black-winged Bishops, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu, Orange-cheeked Waxbills, Common Firefinches and Pin-

tailed Whydahs. Slowly making progress, we encountered numerous other species, many of which we had already 

become familiar with but were still a delight to make further acquaintance with, such as Bearded Barbet, 

Common Wattle-eye, African Golden Oriole and Yellow-crowned Gonolek. 

 

Entering the cultivated allotments, where the local women were kept busy watering their crops, birds were still 

plentiful. A new discovery was a pair of vocal Yellow-throated Leafloves that were displaying together and 

showed well in a thickly leafed tree. 

 

Returning to the canoes to make our return, our progress was rather stymied by the falling tide. It took some 

persuasion to get launched into deeper water once the entire group were aboard! A last highlight of the morning 

was passing a party of feeding Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters using the mangroves along the creek as their lookouts 

and perches. 

 

The afternoon walk was taken into an area of open savannah woodland where the group were successful in 

connecting with a small party of Patas Monkeys. Another success was the sighting of the trips first and only 

Dark Chanting Goshawk. 

 

The last of the group’s Sunset Cruises was taken, during which the boat led through the large creeks leading 

ultimately to the River Gambia itself, where it was possible to appreciate the width of this major river. A group 

of roosting Pink-backed Pelicans, joined by a couple of Yellow-billed Storks, perched in the mangroves and 

allowed a close approach. The boat began its return down a different creek before turning off into a narrower 

cul-de-sac where a small isolated island of mangroves grew. This provided the necessary security for large 

numbers of herons, egrets and other waterbirds to roost. We pulled into the mangrove edge to moor and wait in 

silence as the bird numbers gradually grew, and more and more birds arrived to argue over the best perches. The 

majority of birds present were Cattle Egrets and Long-tailed Cormorants but also included were Western Reef 

and Black Herons, plus Great Egrets, numerous Darters and Pied Kingfishers. With the day drawing to a close 

and the light beginning to fail, we did a final close circuit of the roost and then began to head back, with more 

birds passing overhead to join the throng. 

 

After dinner a few of the group took a walk out spotlighting to see what we could find. We were successful in 

picking out a couple of Senegal Lesser Galagos (Bushbabies) in the tall trees alongside the main access road, 

alongside several bats. 

Day 8 Tuesday 27th March 

Our mid-afternoon return flight allowed time for one final walk before breakfast. For this we repeated a previous 

walk that some of the group had missed (due to having been on the Sunset Cruise), in which we headed to the 

Base Camp resort and on to the Cultural Centre.  
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The walk got off to a good start with the sighting of a Violet-backed Starling in typical pose on top of a tree. 

Excitement was only tempered by the fact that this was a rather dull streaky female and not an iridescent violet 

male! Moving on we passed the ‘Wise Man’ faith healer and fortune-teller’s hut once more, where we 

encountered the same flock of Orange-cheeked Waxbills.  

 

After a gentle stroll we arrived at the Cultural Centre where we picked out the roosting Northern White-faced 

Owl once again for the whole group to admire. Reaching the main access road, we followed this back to the 

lodge during which a flashing Red-chested Goshawk passed rapidly through the forest in front, too quickly for 

most, unfortunately. Rather better for the group was a very obliging Grey-headed Bristlebill that perched for 

some time in clear view before dropping to the ground to feed among the leaf detritus. With these final new 

species for the trip under our belts, we arrived back at the lodge to freshen up before finishing our packing to 

await the coach to transfer us to Banjul International Airport for our homeward flight. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted) 

      March 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

1 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus           6 1   

2 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus   2       1   1 

3 Ahanta Francolin Francolinus ahantensis           2     

4 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata   1 40           

5 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis         2   2   

6 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus   6   1 8 1 3   

7 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus         1       

8 White-backed Night Heron  Gorsachius leuconotus       2   2 1   

9 Striated Heron  Butorides striata 1 1 1   1       

10 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides   1 4 1 10   1   

11 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis    6   2   

12 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     3   1 1 2   

13 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala   3 2 2 5   2   

14 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath   1   1   7 1   

15 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   3   3 2 2 2   

16 Great Egret  Ardea alba 1 2 10 2 6 10 10 1 

17 Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia       6         

18 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca   1     4   1   

19 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta         1       

20 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis 1 2 1 2 4     

21 African Spoonbill Platalea alba   1     12   3   

22 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta       2 1       

23 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens   2 25 1   5 12   

24 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus 1 1 50 3 4 2  1 

25 White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus     1           

26 African Darter  Anhinga rufa 1 4     1 3 30   

27 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus     12     4 2   

28 Black Kite  Milvus migrans     1           

29 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius parasitus         

30 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis   1 2   1 1 3   

31 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus         

32 Beaudouin's Snake Eagle  Circaetus beaudouini     1       1   

33 Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus           1     

34 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   2 12     1     

35 Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates             1   

36 Red-chested Goshawk Accipiter toussenelii               1 

37 Shikra  Accipiter badius     1           

38 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus   2 1   2       

39 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus     2           

40 Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis         1       

41 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus     1           

42 Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus       2 2 1 1   

43 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus         1       

44 Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera     2           

45 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra   1 2 2 10       

46 African Swamphen  Porphyrio madagascariensis     6           

47 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus         1       
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

48 Senegal Thick-knee  Burhinus senegalensis   1 4   20 2 1 2 

49 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus     3           

50 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus   12 30     4   

51 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus             2   

52 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   1 18 11     4   

53 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 3   15 3         

54 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus     4           

55 White-fronted Plover  Charadrius marginatus     2           

56 Greater Painted-snipe  Rostratula benghalensis   10         10   

57 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago     4           

58 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus     6 2 12       

59 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 4        

60 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 1 1     1   5   

61 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   2 2 1     1   

62 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus     1   3       

63 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola     2   1       

64 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 1 3   1   10 6   

65 Sanderling Calidris alba     20           

66 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres     8           

67 Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus               

68 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus                

69 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica       2   1 4 1 

70 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia     60 4 8 1     

71 Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus     40   10       

72 Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis     20           

73 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis     10           

74 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons     6           

75 Feral Pigeon Columba livia domestica               

76 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea           

77 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis         

78 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens         

79 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata         

80 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea              

81 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus            

82 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer         

83 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis   1 6     1 2   

84 Bruce's Green Pigeon  Treron waalia       8         

85 African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus       2         

86 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri 2 6 1  4 6  2 

87 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus   4 2 12 6 6 1   

88 Guinea (Green) Turaco  Tauraco persa           2 1   

89 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea   1 2 1 1 2 3 1 

90 Western Plantain-eater  Crinifer piscator         

91 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis   2 2 6 5 2 2   

92 Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klass           2     

93 Northern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis leucotis           1   1 

94 Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum       1         

95 Mottled Spinetail  Telacanthura ussheri   3             

96 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus         

97 Little Swift  Apus affinis     1           

98 Purple (Rufous-crowned) Roller  Coracias naevius     1           
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

99 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus     5   2 1   1 

100 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster   10 4 2 6 8 6 4 

101 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus     1           

102 Grey-headed Kingfisher  Halcyon leucocephala     1           

103 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica          1 

104 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus    1 1         

105 Shining-blue Kingfisher  Alcedo quadribrachys             2   

106 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima      1 1   2   

107 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis    6     

108 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  Merops hirundineus   12       1     

109 Little Bee-Eater  Merops pusillus         1 6 2 1 

110 White-throated Bee-eater  Merops albicollis  20      6 

111 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater  Merops persicus           5 20   

112 Black Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus aterrimus           2     

113 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops   1             

114 West African Hoopoe Upupa senegalensis         1 1     

115 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus 2   2   2 3 3   

116 African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus         1 2     

117 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus       2 1 2 4 2 

118 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi   20 6     6 

119 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius 2 2 2 2     3 1 

120 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator       1         

121 Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor       1         

122 Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera   1   1 3 1 1   

123 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae   1 1 2   2 2   

124 Brown-throated Wattle-eye  Platysteira cyanea 2 2   2 5 6   

125 White-crested Helmetshrike  Prionops plumatus           6     

126 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus           1 1   

127 Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis   1             

128 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus 2 3 1 8 1    3 

129 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina   2   4 3   2   

130 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator     1           

131 African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus       2     3   

132 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis       1 1 1 2 1 

133 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer           3   2 

134 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis       2 1 2 1   

135 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer      1 3   6   

136 Pied Crow  Corvus albus         

137 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus         

138 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens       1 1 1     

139 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus               1 

140 Yellow-throated Leaflove Atimastillas flavicollis             2   

141 Fanti Saw-wing  Psalidoprocne obscura  4 4 2 2 2   

142 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         1     1 

143 Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida         

144 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma         2 2     

145 Mosque Swallow  Cecropis senegalensis     4           

146 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura 2         1     

147 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita       1         

148 Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli           1 2   

149 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus   1           6 
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      March 

  Common name Scientific name 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

150 Common Whitethroat Sylvia cantillans           1     

151 Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta           1     

152 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis     2       1   

153 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava             1   

154 Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata   1       1 2 1 

155 Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla   1   2   4 4 8 

156 Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii   3       2   2 

157 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus     1   1 4 2   

158 Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus     1 1         

159 Purple (Pale Glossy) Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus   3 6 10   8 6   

160 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus   6 6 8 4 1 2   

161 Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster               1 

162 Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus           3 1   

163 African Thrush  Turdus pelios   3      2   

164 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla 1 3   3 1 3 2 2 

165 Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides   1   1   2 2   

166 Mangrove (Brown) Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus   4 1 1     1   

167 Western Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei   1             

168 Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platurus           5     

169 Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis       1   2 2   

170 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis   1         2 

171 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus          

172 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus   6   4     2 

173 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus   3          1 

174 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus     2           

175 White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris   20   15    20   

176 Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus       2 2     2 

177 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis     1 1 4     2 

178 Vitelline Masked Weaver  Ploceus vitellinus           1 2   

179 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus          

180 Black-winged Red Bishop  Euplectes hordeaceus             6   

181 Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus            20   

182 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala          

183 Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus   1   6    6 4 

184 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens       10   2 2   

185 Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda           12   12 

186 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata         

187 Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura   2         8   

188 Iberian Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava iberiae     4           

189 White Wagtail Motacilla flava     3           

190 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica   4       2     

Mammals 

Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat, Epomophorus gambianus Peter's Dwarf Epauletted Fruit Bat, Micropterus pusillus  

Western Red Colobus Monkey, Procolobus badius Patas Monkey, Erythrocebus patas 

Guinea Baboon, Papio papio Green Vervet/Callithrix Monkey, Chlorocebus sabaeus 

Senegal Lesser Galago/Bushbaby, Galago senegalensis Gambian Sun Squirrel, Heliosciurus gambianus 

Striped Ground Squirrel, Xerus erythropus Marsh Mongoose, Atilax paludinosus 

Gambian Pouched Rat, Cricetomys gambianus  
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Reptiles 

West African Nile Crocodile, Crocodylus suchus Agama Lizard, Agama agama 

Other Taxa 

Citrus Swallowtail, Papilio demodocus African Emigrant, Catopsilia florella 

Small Grass Yellow, Eurema brigatta Common Grass Yellow, Eurema hecabe 

African Spirit, Leptosia alcesta Common Dotted Border, Mylothris chloris 

African Tiger, Danaus chrysippus River Sailor, Neptis serena 

Small Orange Acraea, Acraea serena Large Orange Tip, Colotis antevippe 

Dark Blue Pansy, Junonia oenone Darker Commodore, Precis antilope 

Pea Blue/Long-tailed Blue, Lampides boeticus   

  

Black Percher, Diplacodes lefebvrei Red Basker, Crocothemis erythraea 

Strong Skimmer, Orthetrum brachiale  

 


