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Tour participants: Keith Buchanan (leader) with 11 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 16th November 

The group met at Gatwick and moved through check-in and onto the plane with no queuing and minimal fuss. 

Arriving in Banjul, we set out for Mandina Lodges. We had some delays and it was starting to get dark as we 

arrived at the lodges, having stopped twice to recover suitcases which had been swept off the top of the minibus 

by the overhanging vegetation! Some of us spotted our first Pied Crows, Hooded Vultures and African Grey 

Hornbills from the bus. 

 

We were greeted warmly by Linda and her staff, and soon everyone was established in their lodges and dinner 

was being served, accompanied by traditional music and swooping bats. 

Day 2 Saturday 17th November 

We had an early start; we were off in canoes for our first outing. We cruised alongside the mangroves and were 

barely away from the lodges when a Grey Woodpecker was spotted coming in and out of a nest hole in a dead 

tree. A second highlight was a pair of Blue-breasted Kingfishers perched high in a tree, closely followed by a 

Broad-billed Roller. The birds came thick and fast and, as they were all new to many in the group, were almost 

overwhelming. A flock of White-throated Bee-eaters lifted from a tree in front and, as we drew up onto a muddy 

beach, a Swallow-tailed Bee-eater sat obligingly on a treetop.  

 

At Kembujeh we took a walk through the fields of rice, Cassava and Hibiscus in search of more birds. However, 

one of the first creatures we spotted was a Sun Squirrel descending a nearby tree, head first. A Lizard Buzzard 

gave us good views and we followed a group of Green Wood Hoopoes as they made their way through the palm 

trees. A Violet Turaco was frustratingly hard to see, as was a Senegal Coucal which insisted on only showing 

itself through foliage. At the end of the walk, as silhouettes along with the pendulous nests of Village Weaver, 

two Wahlberg’s Eagles were found sitting in a palm tree. By this time, it was necessary to turn back so we could 

make the return journey before the tide fell too low. Some familiar birds were present on the return trip: 

Whimbrel, Redshank, Greenshank and Grey Plover all reminded us that these familiar birds make long and 

perilous journeys to overwinter. As we passed the Grey Woodpecker tree again, two Malachite Kingfishers were 

briefly seen, though not by all, and whetted our appetites for the next outing. But it was time to enjoy our 

sumptuous breakfast then relax in the heat of the day. 

 

At 4.30pm we headed out on a walk from Mandina Lodges. As we walked along the track, we noticed a number 

of attractive butterflies, such as the Small Grass Yellow, which seemed to thrive in the wild mint growing 

profusely on both sides of the path, but our attention soon turned again to birds. We saw an African Paradise 

Flycatcher female but the male, with its long elegant tail, proved very elusive as we followed its progress parallel 

to the path, always seeming to keep vegetation between it and us. Two Willow Warblers reminded us, again, 

about the prodigious distances migrant birds cover. A glimpse of a party of Stone Partridges was frustratingly 

brief. The wonderfully bizarre Bearded Barbet was more accommodating, but another brief glimpse of the 

diminutive African Pygmy Kingfisher was also frustrating. 
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Arriving at the muddy margins of the water, we disturbed a small group of Wattled Plovers, which took off, 

making their vociferous alarm calls. A Grey Kestrel sat quietly under the fronds of a nearby palm. An African 

Grey Hornbill flew past with its peculiar, woodpecker-like, undulating flight. A flock of White-faced Whistling 

Ducks also passed overhead, but as the light was beginning to fade, it was time to begin retracing our steps. We 

arrived back just as it was getting dark, but not before we had had a much better look at a party of four Stone 

Partridges which we found, again, on the track. 

Day 3 Sunday 18th November 

Today was a full day out so, after an early breakfast, we set out at 7.30am, back up the bumpy track leading to 

Medina Lodges. We firstly visited the community reserve at Kartong. Almost immediately, we caught sight of 

Piapiacs hitching a ride on a nearby donkey, but we were then distracted by an African Swamphen which 

emerged from long vegetation then flew to reveal its large red feet and legs. Moving round the edge of the 

wetland, we were struck by the mixture of birds here, as true wetland species such as White-faced Whistling 

Ducks were juxtaposed with birds associated with the settlement – Laughing Doves, Village Weavers etc. A 

Senegal Coucal sat on a fence.  

 

As we moved around the edge of the reserve, the next highlight was a gorgeous Yellow-crowned Gonolek, one 

of the bushshrikes and an extremely colourful bird. Extraordinarily, an African Harrier-Hawk then landed in the 

same tree and the two appeared to glower at each other, then turned their backs on each other! While all this was 

going on, the adjacent tree was hosting a pair of Blue-bellied Rollers which proceeded to mate while emitting 

their strange, laughing call. Further on, a distant Woodland Kingfisher obligingly sat out on a low branch, closely 

followed by a Double-spurred Francolin. Another area of wetland produced Grey-headed Kingfisher and we 

were over-flown several times by Ospreys, some of which were holding fish. At the top of a distant tree a Palm-

nut Vulture sat out prominently. 

 

Some of the group hitched ride on our bus for the final distance down to the beach, but the rest of us soon 

caught up with them as they had stopped for an Abyssinian Roller sitting near the road. We all then proceeded to 

the beach area. We walked along the beach for a short distance, admiring the Caspian Terns flying past, but apart 

from these, it was fairly quiet, bird-wise. A couple of Western Reef Egrets were standing about, and a Black-

headed Heron graced the top of a tree. We decided to have some freshly squeezed grapefruit juice at a beach-side 

shelter then head off for lunch at a pleasant beach-side restaurant. 

 

After lunch we drove to the village of Tanji. This has a bustling, colourful beachfront, crowded with traditional 

fishing boats and local people. We ran the gauntlet of racks of drying fish and partially constructed boats to 

reach the beach, where we watched the hazardous business of beaching the fishing boats, then hauling them up 

out of the grip of the tide. Large flocks of Grey-headed Gulls were fighting over scraps while Caspian Terns, 

Royal Terns and Kelp gulls flew by. But by then it was time to leave and we boarded the minibus for the return 

trip to Mandina Lodges. 
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Day 4 Monday 19th November 

We set off early for our walk to Nambikala field. Our first notable encounter was with the local troop of Guinea 

Baboons. They were being chased away from the lodges area as they can be quite destructive in the camp. The 

lead male appeared close to us, with several youngsters, but was quite unconcerned by our presence. 

 

Soon afterwards, the calls of a Pied Hornbill had us searching the surrounding treetops until the bird was 

located. Following it, we discovered it had a nesthole in a dead palm trunk and was feeding chicks which poked 

their heads out of the hole at the approach of the adult. A little further on, pairs of Variable and Beautiful 

Sunbirds were flitting in and out of the canopy, and good views of Black-billed Wood Dove were obtained, both 

on the path and in trees. The elusive little Grey-backed Cameroptera sat out long enough for some of the group 

to get reasonable photographs, although not as good as those of a male Variable Sunbird which sat on an 

exposed perch, right at the top of a small tree. A Singing Cisticola reminded us of the large number of species of 

this group which are found in the Gambia, in contrast to the single species found in Europe. In the distance, a 

Violet Turaco flew past but was not visible for long enough for all to see. 

 

On the way back, we stopped to look at a Shikra circling overhead and those at the back of the group were 

startled by a dark shape with a long tail shooting across the path behind us, almost certainly a Marsh Mongoose. 

Then it was time to head back for a late breakfast. 

 

At 4.30pm we set out in a canoe towards Buffulotto. Almost immediately we stopped to look at a Malachite 

Kingfisher. Proceeding past the floating lodges, a Goliath Heron was spotted but flew over the riverside trees. 

However, it reappeared and, perching at the top of a tree, gave a good opportunity for photographs. We passed 

the area where Mangrove Oysters were processed and found a group of Senegal Thick-knees resting on the mud 

flats along with a couple of Wattled Plovers. We moored here and took a short walk inland. A pair of diminutive 

Pygmy Kingfishers were encountered, and rather more elusive Orange-cheeked Waxbills. 

 

On our return journey in the canoe, we came across a troop of Guinea Baboons settling down for the night in 

the riverside trees. They were spread out along the edge of the river, with typically two or three animals together 

in each tree, often grooming each other. A single African Darter flew upriver and some Senegal Parrots were on 

a dead tree nearby. As we neared the lodges a Giant Kingfisher flew by, a fitting end to a good day. While some 

of us had been on the canoe trip, others had been on the sunset cruise, where a slightly different mix of birds 

had been encountered, plus a sizeable crocodile. 

Day 5 Tuesday 20th November 

We set off on foot to the ‘Paul’ field but were quickly intercepted by a calling Grey-headed Bristlebill. While 

peering for it in the dark understorey, an African Thrush showed itself. Across the track the pleasing notes of an 

Oriole Warbler brought us hurrying over in that direction, but to no avail. Fortunately, the Bristlebill had 

reappeared by this time and was seen by the whole group. Moving on, a tree was thoroughly examined for the 

Turacos that were seen briefly. No amount of searching found us the Guinea (Green) Turacos but brief glimpses 

of the Violet Turacos were obtained. 
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Far ahead, in a huge Baobab, a Dark Chanting Goshawk was seen, rubbing shoulders with Hooded Vultures and 

being mobbed by Pied Crows. We struck out for the rice fields and soon found ourselves following a narrow 

path through patches of rice and sweet potato plantation. Unfortunately, the water proved too deep to get views 

of the water although Squacco Herons were seen coming and going. Nevertheless, we enjoyed watching the 

Yellow-billed Kites, White-billed Buffalo Weavers and Yellow-billed Shrikes which were patrolling the fields. We 

beat a hasty retreat as some of the group were getting bitten by ants. 

 

As we moved up out of the rice fields, a Lizard Buzzard was sitting in a dead tree in good light, giving a nice 

opportunity to compare and contrast it with the Dark Chanting Goshawk. As we watched it, an eagle drifted by 

in the distance. It stopped to hover – a characteristic of the Short-toed Eagle which it proved to be: perhaps 

having migrated from southern Europe. 

 

As we re-entered the Makasutu Forest, our guide, ‘AJ’, spotted something high in a tree. It was a Northern 

White-faced Owl (also known as White-faced Scops Owl) but was very difficult to pick out due to the constantly 

moving leaves and twigs. Eventually we managed to get a scope on it and everyone had good views of the owl, 

which stared down at us disapprovingly. A nice finish for the morning. 

 

This afternoon, while some went on the sunset cruise, others went in the canoe. The river was fairly quiet, with a 

number of Broad-billed Rollers stationed on riverside trees. Numbers of Common Sandpiper were also seen, 

along with Spur-winged and Wattled Plovers. As we approached the small village of Kubeneh, both Black and 

Yellow-billed Kites sat in a Baobab overlooking the water. We walked up through the village, stopping to look at 

Senegal Parrots and Beautiful Sunbirds. An African Harrier-Hawk sat in a distant tree. As we reached the end 

point of the walk our guide spotted a movement high in the tree under which we stood. After some searching, 

we located a Pearl-spotted Owlet. Getting the whole group to see it proved a formidable undertaking, due to the 

huge size of the tree and the very small owlet. In fact, the Owlet turned out to be Owlets and they were evidently 

a pair, as when we eventually relocated them, they were sitting together, staring crossly down at us. By then it 

was time to return. As we had been delayed by the Owlets, it was nearly dark as we returned to the lodges; this 

probably explained why we saw the rarely-seen White-crowned Tiger Heron sitting in one of the riverside 

mangroves. 

Day 6 Wednesday 21st November 

This morning’s first visit was to the Lamin rice paddies. These were busy with local people tending their rice and 

sweet potatoes (the ground nuts having already been harvested). The undoubted highlight was our early sighting 

of a Black Heron, on the edge of a ditch. We attempted to follow this individual when it flew up and did manage 

to reconnect with it further round, after having watched a mixed group of Senegal Thick-knees and other birds 

in a wet patch. Walking down between the rice paddies afforded us a closer view of this heron but, 

unfortunately, being in a ditch did not allow us to see it adopting its ‘umbrella’ posture. While circumventing the 

rice paddies, we were interested to note a man sitting by the rice. We were told that he would be there all day as, 

if he did not, the weavers would eat his entire crop before it was ready for harvesting. A sobering thought. 

 

As we progressed round the fields, a raucous noise alerted us to some palms – here we found nesting Green 

Wood Hoopoes feeding young. The ditch nearby had a Giant Kingfisher on a convenient perch for photographs 

and, a little further on, the lovely Woodland Kingfisher was also visible. Two Palm-nut Vultures flew over to give 
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some contrast to the large number of Hooded Vultures visible. A Nile Monitor lizard draped across the branches 

of a tree was a striking sight. 

 

Returning to the bus we covered the short distance to the Abuko reserve. Seated comfortably by the small lake 

we could observe the goings on in a leisurely fashion. Several West African Crocodiles traversed the pool slowly. 

A Purple Heron on the far side stretched its neck to blend with the tall grasses. Woodland Kingfisher and Broad-

billed Roller sat on overhanging branches. A movement in a far tree revealed the presence of a Western Red 

Colobus monkey although good views were difficult as it sat high in a palm. Fanti Saw-wings and Little Swift 

hawked over the water. 

 

A walk around the reserve produced rather fleeting views of both African Paradise Flycatcher and African Red-

bellied Paradise Flycatcher, then it was off to lunch. For this we went to the coast at the Cape, to the Calypso 

restaurant. This was a lovely spot and we were grateful to sit in the shade with a pleasant sea breeze, looking out 

over the pond with its Crocodiles and hawking swifts. 

 

After lunch, our last visit was to the Kotu Bridge. Here the tide was in, so a limited number of birds were on 

show, but we did enjoy the Red-chested Swallows and a Purple Starling. A short walk along the edge of the river 

revealed a Malachite Kingfisher and several Yellow-billed Kites but by then it was very hot, and we retreated to 

the bus, looking forward to a dip in the pool back at the lodges. 

Day 7 Thursday 22nd November 

A short canoe ride brought us up to the village of Buffulotto. The river was relatively quiet but numbers of 

calling Whimbrel called our attention to a raptor in the air. It was a Marsh Harrier: it quickly disappeared, but not 

before it had also put up all the resting Senegal Thick-knees. We beached the canoes at Buffulotto and walked up 

the track. We had gone about 100 metres when a Splendid Sunbird sat at the top of a tree, giving great views of 

this little jewel. A Greenshank rose, calling, from the wet flashes on the floor of the quarry and a solitary Fork-

tailed Drongo started mobbing a Grey Kestrel in a huge Baobab. A Hamerkop sat on the quarry floor.  

 

High-pitched calls from along a grassy track attracted our attention, and there was a buzz of activity, with many 

small birds crossing and criss-crossing the track but proving difficult to get decent views. They turned out to be 

Lavender and Orange-cheeked Waxbills mixed with Red-billed Firefinches. We spent some time trying to get 

views of these tiny birds in the tall grass. Very frustrating! Moving further, we noticed movement in a big 

Baobab, revealing the presence of a pair of Senegal Parrots in a nest hole. Further on, a flock of Pin-tailed 

Whydah moved from bush to bush, eventually settling in a larger tree. Just before, we had been careful to give a 

wide berth to a hornets’ nest. A pair of Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu had deliberately chosen to nest right beside it, 

for protection. 

 

It was getting hot now, so we started heading for the canoes but paused to admire a Pygmy Kingfisher in a 

Cashew tree. As we canoed back, a pair of Blue-breasted Kingfishers called and flew into the mangroves while a 

Palm-nut Vulture flew parallel to us. Then it was back for breakfast. 

 

This afternoon the group split once again into those doing the sunset cruise and those doing a walk. The sunset 

cruise set off towards the main Gambia River but were soon stopped to admire a Sacred Ibis probing in the mud 
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with a Great Egret. An Osprey on a high tree and an actively fishing Sandwich Tern followed, with the 

occasional Caspian Tern flying over. We also watched with interest the local dugout canoes, expertly 

manoeuvred by the local women fishing for crabs to make a soup which is sold in the market. The Gambia River 

is many kilometres wide at this point – too far to see across. We watched a Pink-backed Pelican before starting 

to head back.  

 

Shortly after, we stopped to photograph a large West African Crocodile resting in the mangroves. After 

tolerating us for a short time, it suddenly slid into the water. Going up a smaller creek, we encountered a Palm-

nut Vulture sitting in trees in a tiny island in the mangroves. This tiny island turned into a major heron roost and 

we turned off the engine to watch the spectacles of hundreds of Cattle Egrets, Western Reef Herons, Long-tailed 

Cormorants, African Darters and Great Egrets coming noisily in to roost, with loud protests from their 

neighbours. As we moved out into the main creek, once more we enjoyed the dramatic sunset before returning 

to the Lodge. 

Day 8 Friday 23rd November 

Some of the group decided to chill by the pool on our last morning but others went for an early morning walk. 

The walk started quietly but some excitement was created amongst the guides when a bird turned up that one 

guide had seen once, the other never – a Cut-throat Finch. All managed to get at least brief views of this striking 

little bird. As it was an early start, we also managed to follow a small party of Stone Partridge as they moved, 

feeding constantly, along a sandy track. This was followed by a very obliging Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird which 

gave everyone fantastic photographic opportunities. On our way back, we again found the White-faced Owl we 

had seen on an earlier outing. It was more sleepy this time, and viewed us through half-closed eyes. By then it 

was time to go back for breakfast and pack ready for our return journey, after a wonderful week in the Gambia. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      November 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

1 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata ✓ ✓           

2 Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis   ✓           

3 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus ✓           ✓ 

4 Ahanta Francolin Francolinus ahantensis             ✓ 

5 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis     ✓         

7 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus           ✓   

8 African Spoonbill Platalea alba       ✓       

9 White-crested Tiger Heron Tigriornis leucolophus       ✓       

10 Striated Heron  Butorides striata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

11 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

12 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

14 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

15 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath     ✓ ✓       

16 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea     ✓   ✓     

17 Great Egret  Ardea alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

18 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca         ✓     

19 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta         ✓ ✓   

20 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

21 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

22 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

23 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

24 African Darter  Anhinga rufa     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

25 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

26 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   ✓   ✓   ✓   

27 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

28 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

29 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus       ✓       

30 Wahlberg's Eagle Aquila wahlbergi ✓             

31 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus ✓     ✓ ✓     

32 Shikra  Accipiter badius     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

33 Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates       ✓       

34 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus           ✓   

35 Black Kite  Milvus migrans       ✓ ✓     

36 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

37 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra         ✓     

38 African Swamphen  Porphyrio madagascariensis   ✓           

39 Senegal Thick-knee  Burhinus senegalensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

40 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus   ✓           

41 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   ✓           

42 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

43 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus     ✓ ✓   ✓   

44 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola ✓             

45 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   ✓           

46 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus   ✓     ✓     

47 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

48 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

49 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia ✓         ✓   

50 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus     ✓ ✓       

51 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

52 Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei   ✓           

53 Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus   ✓           

54 Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus   ✓           

55 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

56 Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus   ✓           

57 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis   ✓ ✓     ✓   

58 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

59 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ 

60 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

61 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H ✓ 

62 Laughing Dove  Spilopelia senegalensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

63 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus   ✓ ✓       ✓ 

64 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer ✓     ✓   ✓   

65 African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus ✓             

66 Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa ✓     ✓ ✓     

67 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

68 Western Plantain-eater  Crinifer piscator ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

70 Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii     ✓         

71 Northern White-faced Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis     ✓       ✓ 

72 Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum     ✓         

73 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

74 Little Swift  Apus affinis         ✓     

75 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus   ✓           

76 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

77 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

78 Grey-headed Kingfisher  Halcyon leucocephala   ✓           

79 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

80 Woodland Kingfisher  Halcyon senegalensis   ✓     ✓     

81 African Pygmy Kingfisher  Ispidina picta ✓   ✓     ✓   

82 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

83 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

84 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

85 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  Merops hirundineus ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

86 Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

87 White-throated Bee-eater  Merops albicollis ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

88 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater  Merops persicus     ✓ ✓ ✓     

89 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

90 African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus   ✓ ✓         

91 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

92 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H ✓ ✓ 

93 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus     ✓     ✓ ✓ 

94 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

95 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator         ✓ ✓   

96 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae ✓             

97 Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus ✓ ✓       ✓   

98 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
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      November 

  Common name Scientific name 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

99 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

100 Brown-throated Wattle-eye  Platysteira cyanea ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓ 

101 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus     ✓       ✓ 

102 Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis       ✓     ✓ 

103 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ H 

104 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina   ✓   ✓       

105 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator   ✓           

106 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis           ✓   

107 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer         ✓     

108 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis ✓       ✓     

109 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer   ✓     ✓     

110 Pied Crow  Corvus albus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

111 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

112 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens             H 

113 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus       ✓       

114 Fanti Saw-Wing  Psalidoprocne obscura ✓   ✓   ✓     

115 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica ✓   ✓ ✓       

116 Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

117 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura ✓       ✓     

118 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus ✓       ✓ ✓   

119 Singing Cisticola  Cisticola cantans     ✓       H 

120 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis   ✓           

121 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava ✓     ✓       

122 Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida   H           

123 Oriole Warbler  Hypergerus atriceps       H       

124 Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata H ✓ ✓   ✓     

125 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

126 Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus           ✓   

127 Lesser Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chloropterus         ✓     

128 Purple Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus   ✓     ✓     

129 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

130 Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus   ✓           

131 African Thrush  Turdus pelios       ✓     ✓ 

132 Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   

133 Western Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei ✓   ✓     ✓   

134 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

135 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

136 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus     ✓         

137 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus ✓ ✓   ✓       

138 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

139 White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris     ✓ ✓   ✓   

140 Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus ✓ ✓           

141 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis     ✓ ✓ ✓     

142 Vitelline Masked Weaver  Ploceus vitellinus           ✓   

143 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

144 Cut-throat Finch  Amadina fasciata             ✓ 

145 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

146 Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

147 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens           ✓   

148 Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda     ✓     ✓   

149 Orange-breasted (Zebra) Waxbill Amandava subflava         ✓   ✓ 
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150 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

151 Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata           ✓   

152 Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura           ✓   

153 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica           ✓   

Mammals                 

1 Western Red Colobus Monkey Procolobus badius         ✓     

2 Guinea Baboon Papio papio ✓ ✓ ✓       H 

3 Green Vervet / Callithrix Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus     ✓ ✓ ✓     

4 Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

5 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus ✓       ✓ ✓   

6 Marsh Mongoose Atilax paludinosus     ✓         

Butterflies 
        

1 Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus   ✓ ✓         

2 Small Grass Yellow Eurema brigatta ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

3 Zebra White Pinacopteryx eriphia tritogenia       ✓       

4 African Spirit Leptosia alcesta ✓             

5 African Caper White Belenois creona ✓   ✓         

6 Creamy Small White Dixeia orbona ✓             

7 African Tiger Danaus chrysippus   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

8 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui     ✓   ✓     

Other Invertebrates                 

1 Red Basker (dragonfly) Crocothemis erythraea         ✓     

2 African Giant Snail Achatina sp.      ✓         

3 West African Mangrove Oyster Crassostrea tulipa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Antlion Myrmeleon sp.  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 Giant Milliepede Diplopoda: family Odontopygidae     ✓         

6 West African Fiddler Crab Uca tangeri ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Flowering Plants Angiosperms               

  True Dicotyledons Eu-dicots               

  Acanthus Family Acanthaceae               

  Black Mangrove Avicennia germinans   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

  Cashew Family Anacardiaceae               

  Mango Mngifera indica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

  Pea Family Leguminosae               

  African Locust Bean Tree Parkia biglobosa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  Mallow Family Malvaceae               

  Baobab  Adansonia digitata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  Kapok Tree Ceiba pentandra   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  Four O'Clock Family Nyctaginaceae               

  Bourganvillia Bourganvillea spectabilis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  Mangrove Family Rhizophorceae               

  Red Mangrove Rhizophora mangle ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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  Monocotyledons Monocots               

  Palm Family Arecaceae               

  Black Rhun Palm/African Fan Palm Borassus aethiopium ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  Coconut Cocos nucifera ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

  

Bearded Barbet 

White-faced Scops Owl 


