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Tour participants: Duncan McNiven and Debbie Pain (leaders) plus local guides and 12 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 7th December 

London Gatwick to Mandina Lodge 

We all met up at Gatwick Airport for our mid-morning Titan Airways flight to Banjul, the capital of Gambia. 

Our flight was slightly delayed due to inclement weather but soon enough we were on our way south, leaving 

behind the mountains and plains of southern Europe and crossing the vast aridness of the Sahara Desert. 

Eventually, the landscape below us became greener and lusher as we crossed in to Senegal and entered the 

Guinea Savannah biome. By the time we touched down in Banjul it was already early evening and the light was 

beginning to wane. Duncan and Debbie were there to meet and greet us and help with acquiring the small 

amount of local currency we would require for our holiday and in no time at all we were aboard our bus for our 

short journey to Mandina Lodge. Less than an hour later we were sat under the twinkling fairy lights of the 

Mandina reception area whilst our gracious host Linda welcomed us and gave us the briefest of briefings before 

we were all shown to our luxurious lodges nestled amongst the mangroves and forest trees lining the river. A 

short while later we all met up again for dinner by the pool to begin the serious task of getting to know each 

other and wondering what tomorrow would bring. 

Day 2 Saturday 8th December 

Canoe to Bufalotto, then walk am; walk to the mudflats pm. 

We all met up again by the swimming pool at 7am as dawn was breaking for tea or coffee and biscuits and then 

quickly boarded our two canoes for our first exploration of the riverine habitats surrounding Mandina.  As the 

sun rose over the mangroves we saw the first of many colourful kingfishers that we would encounter over the 

next week in the form of Pied and Malachite Kingfishers, two of the commonest species on the river.  A 

Whimbrel flew down river calling noisily and a group of Guinea Baboons became agitated as we floated pass 

their mangrove roost site, but we were soon distracted by a beautiful Blue-breasted Kingfisher perched on a 

prominent twig.  Two distinctive Palm-nut Vultures flew up river distantly, passing a perched Osprey.  As we 

paddled slowly downstream one of our local guides, Lamin, explained a little about the history of the area and 

the livelihoods of the local villagers which apart from farming included harvesting the abundant Mangrove 

Oysters which encrusted every single mangrove root around us. As he spoke, a flock of White-breasted 

Cormorants flew overhead and a pair of gaudy Bearded Barbets sat obligingly on a riverside branch. Already the 

air was beginning to warm up and more raptors took to the air with many Hooded Vultures and Yellow-billed 

Kites soaring low overhead. 

 

We soon arrived at Bufalotto where villagers were processing some freshly harvested oysters whilst nearby some 

Hooded Vultures inspected the discarded shells for any morsels. We walked up a gentle path through the trees 

noting a Senegal Coucal,  a large cuckoo, perched on a distant bush. Nearby an African Harrier-hawk explored 

the nooks and crannies in the crown of a palm tree, no doubt searching for roosting bats or birds’ nests to 

plunder. Both Beautiful and Scarlet-chested Sunbirds showed off their dazzling plumages in flowering bushes 

along the track and a flock of striking Green Wood-hoopoes flew past. We watched a tiny but colourful Red-

billed Firefinch drinking from a puddle, whilst down in a quarry we saw our first Spur-winged Lapwings of the 

trip. As a Shikra flew over it was time to turn around and retrace our steps back to the waiting canoes to be 
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paddled back to Mandina, whilst noting the African Darters and Common Sandpipers that would become very 

familiar to us over the next week. We arrived back at the lodge 10.30am and enjoyed our first sumptuous 

Mandina breakfast together by the swimming pool which looked very inviting indeed as the temperature began 

to creep up into the thirties. 

 

During our middle of the day interlude some of us watched a Pied Kingfisher devour a large fish by the 

restaurant, Little Bee-eaters plunge-bathing in the swimming pool, flocks of White-throated Bee-eaters hawking 

the skies overhead and a pair of Beautiful Sunbirds attending to a nest right next to the bar. After relaxing 

around the lodge during the heat of the day we all met up again later in the afternoon for some optional 

activities. Four of us opted to go out in a motorboat to enjoy one of Mandina’s famous ‘Sunset Cruises’ which 

takes passengers out to the main river channel through the mangroves. The cruise ends up at a large roost where 

thousands of egrets arrive as the sun goes down and crowd on to a tiny mangrove islet, jostling for space until 

every available branch is packed. Quite apart from this spectacle, the cruise allows us to get close to a number of 

different birds and the participants on this evening’s cruise recorded Goliath Herons, Ospreys, Pink-backed 

Pelicans, Caspian Terns, Sandwich Terns and Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters. Everyone got a chance to enjoy this 

experience during the course of the week. 

 

The rest of us went for  a gentle walk through the bush surrounding Mandina towards an area known as ‘the 

mudflats’ where unsurprisingly there is a small wetland. As we walked in the warm afternoon sunshine we 

familiarized ourselves with some more of the area’s resident birds. A brief stop at the Lodge’s overflowing water 

tanks allowed us to see a succession of interesting species coming in to drink and bathe which included Green-

headed and Superb Sunbirds, Greater Honeyguide, African Thrush, Grey-headed Bristlebill and many Common 

Bulbuls. Out in the bush we found the stunning, but noisy, Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Yellow-fronted 

Tinkerbird, Senegal Eremomela, Yellow-bellied Apalis, an elusive and lovely Violet Turaco and several of its 

much commoner relative, the Western Grey Plantain-eater. A group of Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters entertained us 

for a while before we eventually emerged at the mudflats where Red-eyed Doves and Grey Hornbills were 

drinking whilst Wattled Lapwings patrolled the water’s edge. Up in the trees surrounding the wetland, a perched 

Palm-nut Vulture and a Shikra allowed great scope views. But by now the sun was setting so it was time to set 

off back to the lodge to meet up with our sunset cruising friends and share an evening of conversation and good 

food by the pool. 

Day 3 Sunday 9th December 

Day trip to Kartong wetlands and Tanji beach and fish market  

Today was one of two days in our time in Gambia in which we ‘escaped’ from our luxurious surroundings at 

lovely Mandina and took a bus trip out to explore some different habitats. So, after meeting for an early 

breakfast at 7am we jumped in our bus and were soon on our way down the bumpy track from the Lodge 

heading south to explore an area along the Atlantic coast near the southern border with Senegal. Although our 

destination was some distance away, that did not stop us from birding en route and there were plenty of 

interesting roadside birds for us to stop and admire. One stop to examine a smart Broad-billed Roller on a wire 

resulted in further views of groups of Yellow-billed Shrikes, Piapiacs and Long-tailed Glossy Starlings. Raptors 

were also well represented and we were able to scope and compare the superficially similar Lizard Buzzard and 

Grey Kestrel, the latter of which became the bird of the trip for Julie. 
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Soon enough we arrived at our destination – the shallow wetlands and coastal scrub at Kartong. A bird ringing 

station here is run by resident Norfolk ex-pat Colin Cross whose footballing affinities were in no doubt as the 

name on his residence ‘Carrow Road’ attested! Colin gave a brief run down on the work the ringing station does 

and some of the results of their studies and also gave us some useful gen on some unusual birds that were in the 

area. After thanking Colin for his time we meandered through the maze of shallow, red fringed pools noting 

Purple Swamphens, African Jacanas, Black-headed and Purple Herons and flocks of noisy White-faced Whistling 

Ducks. A Marsh Harrier caused some panic among some of the birds as it quartered the marshes whilst overhead 

African Harrier Hawks, Palm-nut Vultures, Yellow-billed Kites and Ospreys circled.  

 

As we returned to our waiting bus on the road, scrutiny of another pool revealed a Spur-winged Goose and a 

group of four Black-tailed Godwits to add to the list whilst overhead a mixed flock of Great White and Pink-

backed Pelicans soared on a thermal. Jumping back on the bus we made the short journey down to the coastline 

so that we could explore the dune scrub and beach habitats. A resplendent turquoise Abyssinian Roller greeted 

us as we de-bussed and nearby a familiar southern European bird in the shape of a wintering Woodchat Shrike 

perched atop a small bush in typical shrike fashion. Spotting a distant flock of bee-eaters hawking insects along 

the dunes we marched off in pursuit to find that most of them were lovely Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters. But the 

flock also contained five stunning Northern Carmine Bee-eaters  dressed in shocking pink body plumage with 

bottle green heads. These were the unusual birds that Colin had tipped us off about as they are normally only 

found a good day’s drive inland from the coast in Gambia so we were in luck. 

 

Suitably impressed, we turned our attention to the beach where Caspian, Royal, Gull-billed and Sandwich Terns 

were flying offshore. By this time, some of our party had already sought refuge from the heat of the day in a 

ramshackle beach bar which signalled that it was time to head back up the coast to our next appointment – lunch 

in a beach side restaurant in Sanyang! 

 

Suitably refreshed and rested after our leisurely buffet lunch we hopped back in the bus but stopped briefly to 

scan a road side pool where Striated and Squacco Herons, Reed Cormorants, and single Greenshank, Green 

Sandpiper and Common Sandpiper allowed close scrutiny. Our afternoon destination a little way up the coast 

was the fish market at Tanji through which we walked down to the beach. Of course, where you get freshly 

caught fish being processed you also get fish scraps, and where you get fish scraps you also get birds. Sure 

enough, the beach and offshore shoals were alive with flocks of Grey-headed Gulls, Lesser Black-backed Gulls, 

Caspian, Royal and a few Lesser Crested Terns. Also here working the beach were a group of four Bar-tailed 

Godwits, far from their breeding ground up in the Arctic. 

 

Having taken in this lively scene we retraced our steps back to the bus and headed back to Mandina where we 

were greeted by a Broad-billed Roller plunge-bathing in the swimming pool whilst White-throated Bee-eaters 

hawked from the trees overhead. 

Day 4 Monday 10th December 

Walk to Rice Fields am; canoe ride and walk at Kubuneh village pm 

After early morning tea, we all went for a gentle stroll through the bush in direction of an area of rice fields not 

far from Mandina. At least that was the intention but in fact we made slow progress as it was such a pleasant 

morning with so much bird activity to stop and admire that we never got there! Around the water tanks Snowy-
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crowned Robin-chats were being very showy and a smart male Greater Honeyguide came in briefly for a drink. 

As we made our way out into the open bush a succession of colourful birds presented themselves for inspection 

and photography including African Golden Oriole, Green Turaco, Violet Turaco and Black-crowned Tchagra.  A 

few Fanti Saw-wings, that strange little forest swallow, were gliding around hawking insects and Variable 

Sunbirds twittered from the tops of some bushes.  

 

A troop of monkeys then caught our attention climbing into the branches of a dead tree and upon scrutiny they 

turned out to be Patas Monkeys resplendent with their russet crowns. We got very close to a group of Hooded 

Vultures which had gathered to feast on a rather smelly dead donkey, which reminded us…wonder what the chef 

was cooking up for breakfast back at Mandina? With that in mind we turned and headed back to our lovely lodge 

for something to eat. After breakfast,  Duncan gave the group a quick ‘masterclass’ on dove identification at the 

end of which we could start to distinguish the symphony of dove calls that accompanied us everywhere we went. 

All around us we could hear the calls of Vinaceous Dove, Mourning Collared Dove, Red-eyed Dove, Laughing 

Dove, Black-billed Wood-dove and Speckled Pigeon. Everyone then dispersed to do their own thing during the 

heat of the day and those that went for a swim were joined by a Pied-winged Swallow which dipped in for a 

drink whilst Little Swifts and African Palm Swifts hawked overhead. 

 

At 4.30pm we all met up again for a canoe ride to the village of Kubuneh where five Senegal Thick-knees greeted 

us as we landed on the river bank. We soon heard some Senegal Parrots calling and were delighted to find that 

two of these colourful birds resplendent in green, yellow and grey were feeding on some seeds at eye level with 

some Rose-ringed Parakeets affording some wonderful photo opportunities. Nearby, a subtly beautiful African 

Green Pigeon was discovered sitting quietly in a fruiting tree. More outlandish was a Yellow-crowned Gonolek 

that uncharacteristically perched in plain view – a gaudy vision in black, scarlet and yellow. Now it was becoming 

difficult to know where to look as birds came thick and fast with an African Grey Woodpecker, a flock of Brown 

Babblers and a Village Indigobird vying for attention. 

 

A little further along the track we discovered a tiny but smart Pearl-spotted Owlet in a large Kapok tree being 

mobbed by a bulbul whilst under some nearby bushes a White-crowned Robin-chat skulked. On the way back to 

the canoes we found a Red-billed Hornbill dust bathing in a ploughed field and a Fine-spotted Woodpecker flew 

into a nearby tree. As we paddled back through the mangroves in the gathering dusk Broad-billed Rollers 

hawked like nightjars over the river channel but soon we were back at Mandina enjoying another delicious 

evening meal with some extra guests that had invited themselves – four Gambian Epauleted Fruitbats hanging 

from the thatched roof of the restaurant building! 

Day 5 Tuesday 11th December 

Walk to Paul Fields am; canoe to Kembujeh rice fields pm.  

After tea and biscuits at 7am during which we admired some Senegal Parrots perched in the tree over the 

swimming pool,  we went for a walk through the woodland to the Paul Fields. A covey of Ahanta Francolins 

scurried across the track as we passed the water tanks. As we strolled through the bush we put into practice some 

of our dove song recognition skills learned the previous day and realized that we were surrounded by many 

Vinaceous, Red–eyed and African Mourning Doves and we enjoyed good views of both Blue-spotted and Black-

billed Wood Doves. A troop of Brown Babblers with their piercing orange eyes moved through the bushes and 

flocks of Little and Village Weavers flew around us. A we reached the local craft market careful scrutiny of the 



The Gambia in Style Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     March 19 5 
 

tall trees revealed that two Northern White-faced Owls were roosting there. At first we only managed to secure 

‘arse-end views’ but gradually by repositioning the scope we managed to see the birds’ heads with their 

conspicuous white facial discs. 

 

By now we were on a bit of a roll as first two gorgeous Violet Turacos perched openly on some dead branches 

preening themselves whilst Scarlet–chested Sunbirds visited some flowering trees and an African Grey 

Woodpecker inspected a hole in a dead palm stump for its suitability for raising a family. As we reached the Paul 

Fields two Red-billed Hornbills hopped around on the ground close by but perhaps of more interest was the 

Long-crested Eagle perched on a distant palm, his ‘Elvis quiff’ flopping about in the gentle breeze. But time was 

moving on and as the day began to heat up we headed back to camp to enjoy another hearty breakfast. 

 

During the middle of the day, some of us sought refuge from the heat in the swimming pool which we shared 

with three plunge-bathing Pied Kingfishers and a drinking Fanti Saw-wing swallow. Later, as the heat began to 

subside we set off again in the canoes in the direction of the local rice fields whilst four of us took the option of 

another sunset cruise out on the main river. Common Redshanks, Whimbrels and Common Sandpipers were 

much in evidence and we had several good views of Malachite Kingfishers and Blue-breasted Kingfishers. But 

this kingfisher-fest got even better when a much less common Shining Blue Kingfisher flew in and perched in 

the mangroves near the canoes. After all this excitement we never did make it to the rice fields as the tide was 

against us so we returned to Mandina as darkness fell and Red-chested Swallows hawked over the river channel. 

Day 6 Wednesday 12th December 

Day trip to Abuko Nature Reserve and Kotu Bridge 

Today was another of the days we got to ‘escape’ from our luxurious lodge and explore some different locations 

and habitats out in Gambia proper. So, after breakfast we boarded our bus to go exploring but before we had 

even reached the main road we saw a new bird in the shape of a dazzling Purple Glossy Starling on the side of 

the track. Our first stop was an area of cultivation known as the Lamin Rice Fields where we were greeted by the 

sight of a Lizard Buzzard surveying the scene from the top of a tree whilst a Senegal Coucal moved through the 

bushes and a flock of Green Wood-hoopoes flew past. Some Black Crakes were calling from  reedy ditches and 

with a little persuasion a few of them came out into the open and ran about displaying their bubblegum coloured 

legs and banana yellow bills.  As we walked along the banks of a small canal a Black Heron came into view and a 

Green Sandpiper flew past calling noisily. Wattled Lapwings, Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters,  African Jacanas, a 

Striated Heron and a Woodland Kingfisher all added to the multi-coloured spectacle around us and at the far end 

of the fields we spotted over twenty Senegal Thick-knees seeking shade under some fringing bushes. 

  

We retraced our steps towards the main road noting flocks of White-billed Buffalo-weavers and Piapiacs as well 

as some colourful insects in the form of Red Basker and Strong Skimmer dragonflies, plus a more familiar 

Painted Lady butterfly. Despite one of our group coming off second best in an altercation with a Bush 

Cucumber we made it out to the road which we quickly crossed and walked straight into our next site, the 

famous Abuko Nature reserve. 

 

Abuko is Gambia’s oldest nature reserve and preserves a small area of moist gallery forest along the Lamin 

stream. As we worked our way around the reserve along the footpath we skirted the main pool where Pied-

winged Swallows were hawking insects. Before long we had found one of our main targets and a mammal that 
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many in the group had expressed an interest in seeing – the endangered Western Red Colobus monkey whose 

main claim to fame might be that it is hunted as prey by Chimpanzees in some parts of its range. However there 

are no chimps in Abuko so the first group of Colobus we found were very relaxed, snoozing in the tree canopy. 

A little later on we had great views of an active troop moving through the vines.  Turning our attention back to 

birds, whilst trying to see a Grey-headed Bristlebill skulking in the undergrowth, Duncan suddenly spotted a male 

Western Bluebill hopping around on the forest floor under some vines and with a bit of maneuvering most 

managed to get a glimpse of this elusive, chunky and beautiful little waxbill. As we continued our walk an Oriole 

Warbler and Little Greenbul sang from thick cover unseen but both Green and Violet Turacos were more 

accommodating. We finally emerged from Abuko by a side entrance and after a short bus ride we arrived at our 

lunch stop, the idyllic Calypso restaurant where we sat in the shade in next to a freshwater pool containing a 

number of very large Nile Crocodiles and swooping Caspian Terns. 

  

After a delicious lunch which some of us shared with some very tame Agama lizards, we reluctantly left the 

Calypso but before heading back to Mandina but stopped for a brief look at the creek at Kotu Bridge where a 

Giant Kingfisher flashed past us whilst we scanned the river bank for waders which included Black-winged Stilts, 

Greenshanks, Redshanks, Spur-winged Plovers and Senegal Thick-knees. Before too long we were back at our 

lodge in plenty of time to refresh ourselves before gathering again for another evening meal by the pool. 

Day 7 Thursday 13th December 

Walk to Peanut Fields am; canoe ride to Kembujeh Rice Fields pm. 

Our early morning tea and biscuits were rudely interrupted by a pair of Giant Kingfishers which had the temerity 

to perch in the mangroves on the far side of the creek in plain view. Today we decided to revisit the area known 

as the Peanut Fields so we set off through the bush at a leisurely pace accruing distant views if a Pied Hornbill 

but point blank views of a very cute Namaqua Dove. A Singing Cisticola made a brief appearance but since this 

was not their breeding season it was not going to sing for us. We had great views of  Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, 

Northern Black Flycatcher and two Lanners but what we were really after here was the little Striped Kingfisher, a 

dry country bird that we knew had a territory in the vicinity. Sure enough after a short search AJ found us a 

calling bird, but lost it again before we all saw it, only for Debbie to relocate it so everyone got to see it well in 

the end. By this time, the day was already beginning to heat up so we headed back for breakfast only stopping to 

look at a remarkably sparrow-like Bush Petronia. 

 

After a lazy midday siesta during which Debbie managed to find a Gabar Goshawk and male Subalpine Warbler 

in the mangroves, we set out again in the canoes whilst the final contingent went on the last sunset cruise of the 

trip. An African Yellow White-eye attracted some attention in the tree over the swimming pool as we boarded 

the canoes for the short paddle up the creek to the Kembujeh Rice Fields passing a selection of now familiar 

waterbirds and a huge croc. We only had time for a short walk in the rice fields but managed to see a selection of 

waxbills, weavers and raptors before heading back down the creek to Mandina before we became stranded by the 

receding tide. As we neared our lodge, Wire-tailed Swallows hawked overhead and a delicate Marsh Sandpiper 

picked its way across the mudflats near the jetty. 
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Day 8 Friday 14th December 

Walk to the craft market at Makasutu; drive to Banjul airport; flight to Gatwick 

Our flight back to Gatwick wasn’t due to leave Banjul airport until early evening so we had plenty of time to 

enjoy another walk in the environs of Mandina Lodge. After admiring a Goliath Heron perched on the 

mangroves opposite the jetty, we set off for the short walk to the local craft market. As we passed the camp 

water tanks a Spotted Honeyguide came in to drink – maybe the same bird that David had found the previous 

day. Some Stone Partridges were calling from under a very large bush and steadfastly refused to budge but 

amazingly everyone got to see them with AJ’s expert guidance. At the craft market some took the opportunity to 

browse and purchase gifts whilst the non-shoppers loitered outside ‘papping’ the resident White-faced Owls and 

trying to get good views of a Violet-backed Sunbird. Our return to Mandina resulted in close views of a Blue-

bellied Roller sitting with some Long-tailed Glossy Starlings but soon we were tucking in to a “Full English” one 

last time and preparing ourselves for our departure. 

 

When the bus arrived we reluctantly bade farewell to the wonderful Mandina Lodge staff and guides who had 

looked after us so superbly over the past week before we clambered aboard for the short journey to Banjul 

Airport. Our Titan Airways flight left promptly on time and soon we were winging our way north over the desert 

arriving late in the evening at Gatwick. As we bade each other fond farewells in the baggage reclaim hall perhaps 

we were still thinking about Mandina and its Sunbirds, Bee-eaters, Rollers, Hornbills, Kingfishers…and was that 

AJ’s delicious laughter following us out into the Gatwick night? 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds:  ✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard 

      December 

  Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

1 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus               2 

2 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus   ✓ ✓ H ✓   H H 

3 Ahanta Francolin Francolinus ahantensis      2 ✓       

4 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata     ✓           

5 Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis     ✓           

6 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus   4             

7 Striated Heron  Butorides striata   1 ✓ ✓   ✓     

8 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides   1 ✓     ✓     

9 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

10 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

11 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala     ✓     ✓     

12 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath   2   ✓     3 1 

13 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   ✓ ✓ ✓ 3   5   

14 Great Egret  Ardea alba   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

15 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca     14     ✓     

16 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   ✓ ✓     ✓     

17 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

18 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

19 Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus    ✓         

20 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens   8 ✓   ✓   ✓   

21 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

22 White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus   ✓   ✓         

23 African Darter  Anhinga rufa   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

24 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

25 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus     ✓           

26 Black Kite  Milvus migrans   ✓ ✓   ✓       

27 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

28 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

29 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus     ✓           

31 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus   1            

32 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   ✓ ✓       ✓   

33 Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates       ✓         

34 Gabar Goshawk  Micronisus gabar             ✓   

35 Shikra  Accipiter badius   2             

36 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus     ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 

37 Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis         ✓   ✓   

38 Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus     ✓           

39 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus       ✓     2 ✓ 

40 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra           ✓     

41 African Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio madagascariensis     ✓           

42 Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

43 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus     ✓ ✓   ✓     

44 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus   ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓   

45 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus   ✓       ✓ ✓   

46 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola         ✓   ✓   

47 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus   ✓ ✓     ✓     
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

48 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa     ✓           

49 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica     ✓           

50 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

51 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

52 Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis               1 

53 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

54 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus   1 1           

55 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

56 Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus     ✓           

57 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus     ✓           

58 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica     ✓           

59 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

60 Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus     ✓     ✓     

61 Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis     ✓           

62 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

63 Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) Columba livia     ✓           

64 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

65 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

66 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

67 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

68 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

69 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

70 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

71 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis   ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ 

72 African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus       ✓         

73 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa       ✓   ✓ ✓   

76 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

77 Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

78 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis   ✓       ✓ ✓   

79 Northern White-faced Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis         2     1 

80 Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum       1         

81 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

82 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus   ✓       

83 Little Swift  Apus affinis       ✓   ✓ ✓   

84 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus     ✓     ✓     

85 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

87 Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti             2   

88 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

89 Woodland Kingfisher  Halcyon senegalensis           ✓     

90 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

91 Shining-blue Kingfisher  Alcedo quadribrachys       1         

92 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

93 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

94 Swallow-tailed Bee-Eater  Merops hirundineus   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

95 Little Bee-Eater  Merops pusillus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

96 White-throated Bee-Eater  Merops albicollis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

97 Blue-cheeked Bee-Eater  Merops persicus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

98 Northern Carmine Bee-Eater Merops nubicus     5           
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

99 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

100 African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus       ✓     ✓ ✓ 

101 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

102 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

103 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus   ✓ H ✓ H H ✓ H 

104 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius   ✓   ✓ ✓       

105 Spotted Honeyguide Indicator maculatus             1 1 

106 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

107 Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera       ✓         

108 Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni             ✓   

109 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

110 Brown-throated Wattle-Eye  Platysteira cyanea   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

111 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus       ✓     H   

112 Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis       ✓         

113 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

114 Red-shouldered Cuckooshrike  Campephaga phoenicea     ✓           

115 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina       ✓   ✓     

116 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator     1           

117 African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus       ✓         

118 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis       ✓         

119 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

120 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis   ✓   ✓ ✓       

121 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer     ✓     ✓     

122 Pied Crow  Corvus albus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

123 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

124 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens   H   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

125 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus   ✓       ✓   ✓ 

126 Fanti Saw-Wing  Psalidoprocne obscura       ✓ ✓       

127 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓     

128 Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida    ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

129 Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii     ✓   ✓   ✓   

130 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma       ✓   ✓ ✓   

131 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura      ✓    ✓   

132 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita      ✓    ✓   

133 Singing Cisticola  Cisticola cantans            ✓   

134 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans            ✓   

135 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava  ✓  ✓ ✓   H   

136 Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida   2             

137 Oriole Warbler  Hypergerus atriceps           H     

138 Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

139 Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla   ✓             

140 Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii             ✓   

141 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

142 African Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis          ✓   

143 Purple Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus           ✓ ✓   

144 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

145 African Thrush  Turdus pelios   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

146 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

147 White-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha albicapillus       ✓         

148 Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides             ✓   

149 Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

150 Western Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei               ✓ 

151 Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis   ✓ ✓   ✓       

152 Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura   ✓ ✓           

153 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis   ✓  ✓        

154 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

155 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus   ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓ 

156 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus       ✓         

157 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     ✓           

158 Bush Petronia Gymnornis dentata            ✓   

159 White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris       ✓   ✓ ✓   

160 Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus   ✓     ✓       

161 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis           ✓ ✓ ✓ 

162 Vitelline Masked Weaver  Ploceus vitellinus           ✓ ✓   

163 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

164 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

165 Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

166 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

167 Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda                 

168 Western Bluebill Spermophaga haematina           1     

169 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

170 Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata       ✓         

171 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava       ✓         

172 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba       ✓         

173 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica   ✓         ✓   

Mammals                   

1 Western Red Colobus Monkey Procolobus badius           ✓     

2 Guinea Baboon Papio papio   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Green Vervet/Callithrix Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Patas Monkey Erythrocebus patas       ✓         

5 Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

6 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Butterflies                   

1 Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus         ✓ ✓     

2 Small Grass Yellow Eurema brigatta      ✓   ✓     

3 African Emigrant Catopsilia florella   ✓             

4 Common Dotted Border Mylothris chloris         ✓       

5 Caper White Belenois aurota   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Pea Blue/Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus       ✓     ✓   

7 African Grass Blue Zizeeria knysna       ✓         

8 African Tiger Danaus chrysippus     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

9 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui           ✓     

10 River Sailor Neptis serena       ✓     ✓   

11 Small Orange Acraea Acraea serena   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

12 Elegant Acraea Acraea egina           ✓     

Odonata                   

1 Black Percher Diplacodes lefebvrei     ✓     ✓    

2 Red Basker Crocothemis erythraea           ✓     
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      December 

  Common name Scientific name 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

3 Strong Skimmer Orthetrum brachiale         ✓ ✓     

Miscellaneous invertebrates                   

1 West African Mangrove Oyster Crassostrea tulipa   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Brown Paper Wasp Polistes sp.           ✓     

3 Antlion Myrmeleon sp.    ✓             

4 Giant Millipede Diplopoda: family Odontopygidae           ✓     

5 West African Fiddler Crab Uca tangeri   ✓             

Reptiles                   

1 Nile Monitor Lizard Varanus niloticus   1 1   2     1 

2 Agama Lizard Agama agama           ✓     

3 West African Crocodile Crocodylus suchus       ✓   ✓ ✓   

Fish                   

1 Atlantic Mudskipper Periophthalmus papillo   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

2 Guinean Tilapia Tilapia guineensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Violet Turaco 

Beautiful Sunbird at nest Brown-throated Wattle-eye 


