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Tour participants: Keith Buchanan (Leader) with 10 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 3rd January 

The group gathered at Gatwick for our 6 hour flight with Titan Airways to Banjul, the Gambia, and the flight 

left, without incident, in mid-morning. On arrival in Banjul we negotiated the slightly chaotic luggage inspection 

system and quickly made contact with the Gambia Experience representative who signposted us to our waiting 

bus. 

 

For about 40 minutes we drove along the busy main road; a kaleidoscope of small shops, welding and metalwork 

enterprises, cafes and forlorn looking dogs before turning off onto the dirt road leading to the Makasutu Forest. 

Children waved to us constantly as we passed by and we soon came to the welcoming gates of the Mandina 

Lodges complex. Our ever-cheerful hostess, Linda, greeted us warmly and gave us a briefing about the upcoming 

week. By then it was starting to get dark and was completely so by the time we sat down to dinner at 8pm. 

Following this delicious meal we all retreated to our respective lodges having had a very long day. 

Day 2 Saturday 4th January 

An early start today so, fortified with tea and biscuits, we set off in two canoes towards Buffuloto. While waiting 

on the jetty we got our eye in by watching a Speckled Pigeon on top of one of the lodges. Shortly after setting 

off, a Giant Kingfisher was seen, but proved rather shy and elusive. One or two Anhingas perched high on trees, 

allowing comparison with the Long-tailed Cormorants which tended to perch lower down. A circling African 

Goshawk was an early highlight, although the Osprey further along was much more accommodating, choosing 

to sit on branches overhanging the river. The delicate pendulous nest of a Mouse-brown Sunbird was spotted 

overhanging the water from a dead branch. 

 

As we approached Buffuloto various waders were seen on the mud under or near the mangroves. Some were 

very familiar – Redshank, Greenshank, Grey Plover and Common Sandpiper for example; others less so – 

Senegal Thick-knee and Western Reef Heron. Disembarking the canoes, we stopped to admire the work of the 

ladies processing oysters on the bank. The whole animal is used – the flesh as food but the shell is ground up 

and used as a whitewash or fertiliser. 

 

We didn’t progress very far in Buffuloto due to the abundance of birds. Green Wood Hoopoes mingled with 

rowdy mobs of Piapiacs and a Fine-spotted Woodpecker eventually gave excellent views. But the highlight was 

an overgrown field which was alive with mixed flocks of small seed-eating birds: Pin-tailed Whydahs, Orange-

cheeked Waxbills, Red-cheeked Cordon Bleus, Village Indigobirds and Red-billed Firefinches all vied for our 

attention, particularly as they were constantly in motion and were difficult to get a clear view of. 

 

Sated after an almost overwhelming first morning, we walked happily back to our canoes then back to Mandina 

for a hearty breakfast. 

 

In late afternoon those of us not on the sunset cruise set off to walk to the mudflats. One of the first birds we 

encountered was the lovely Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher and not long after, we encountered the similar 

African Paradise Flycatcher. Both species have splendid elongated tail feathers. Looking down as well as up, 
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ground dwelling species such as African Thrush and Grey Headed Bristlebill were also encountered. Above our 

heads, Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters, Little bee-eater, White-throated bee-eaters and Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters all put 

in an appearance. The soft cooing of Blue-spotted and Black-billed Wood Doves were a constant soundtrack in 

the background. Pied, Red-billed and African Grey Hornbills were all seen along the way, as well as nice views of 

Beautiful and Splendid Sunbirds. 

 

At the mudflats, a large group of Spur-winged Lapwings made a striking sight, and a Blue-breasted Kingfisher 

was located in a tree but was rather shy and largely stayed in cover. As the light was beginning to fade, we started 

to make our way back again but were soon stopped by the sight of our first Bearded Barbet, albeit rather distant. 

Two more Bearded Barbets followed but were basically silhouettes in the fading light and it was virtually dark by 

the time we returned, tired but satisfied after a very rewarding day. 

Day 3 Sunday 5th January 

Today we set off immediately after breakfast for the famous bird reserve at Kartong. But before arriving we 

made unscheduled stops to admire a feeding Black-shouldered Kite and an African Golden Oriole. On arrival, 

we paid our entrance fee to the figure who mysteriously appears to collect it and set off to walk the sandy trail. 

Our first encounter was with an obliging Senegal Coucal which set on a post long enough for all to get a good 

view. Out on the wetland edge, the birds were being coy. An African Jacana bobbed in and out of view, soon 

joined by a Purple Swamphen and a Squacco Heron, also bobbing in and out of view. Moving on, some of the 

group hung back as a Yellow-crowned Gonolek was heard calling. It eventually flew across the track, giving brief 

views. 

 

Further on we gave some assistance to a man whose donkey cart had overturned and our reward was nice views 

of an African Harrier Hawk floating by. Focussing then on raptors, Marsh Harrier and Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle 

were also spotted. As we progressed, small parties of Red-rumped Swallows flew by, with the occasional Red-

chested Swallow, Barn Swallow and House Martin. 

 

Near the beach, we approached the ridge overlooking the main wetland where flocks of White-faced Whistling 

Ducks were wheeling about, whistling as per their name. In amongst them sat a majestic Great White Pelican, 

which was soon joined by a Pink-backed Pelican, allowing a size comparison between the two. Out to their left, a 

single Spur-winged Goose was sitting. A variety of waders were also using the wetland, including Bar-tailed 

Godwit, Wood, Green and Common Sandpipers and Black-winged Stilts. Walking down to the beach, a Short-

toed Eagle flew over, and one or two Sand Martins had joined the other hirundines. After a refreshing cold drink 

at the beach, most of the party walked parallel to the beach, through the low scrub. This produced Blue-cheeked 

Bee-eaters but also the glorious Carmine Bee-eater. Several were flitting around backward and forwards to a low 

tree, near to which was another tree holding a Woodchat Shrike. On the ground nearby, a Crested Lark hopped 

around. Moving on down to the beach, we stopped briefly to watch two Kentish Plovers before proceeding back 

to the bus. A 40 minute drive took us to our lunch stop at Sanyang, where we enjoyed a buffet lunch of local fish 

and other dishes. 

 

After lunch we drove to Tanji, the largest fishing village in Gambia. This was a chaotic melee of people, fishing 

boats, and fish smoking arrangements, and fascinating to watch. Turning to the birds, we enjoyed the fishing 

Caspian and recently split (from Royal), West African Crested Terns, and the large numbers of Grey-headed 
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Gulls. Towards the end of the village, Bar-tailed Godwits and Turnstones were working the tidelines. Walking 

back to the bus, a White Wagtail was spotted amongst the buildings. Leaving Tanji, we drove back to Mandina 

Lodges where many enjoyed a refreshing swim. 

Day 4 Monday 6th January 

Our early walk this morning was to the cultivated area known as Nambikala. Heading off up the track the forest 

was very quiet initially. Our first notable encounter was with a Violet Turaco which was eating small figs along 

with two Western Plantain-eaters. These three birds teased us by revealing bits of themselves but not all at once, 

so that observers had to piece together the size and shape of the Turaco. 

 

Moving on, we stopped to look at some Yellow-fronted Canaries but stayed to track down a Yellow-fronted 

Tinkerbird which had popped up. This was located again but not the Black-crowned Tchagra which had put in a 

brief appearance. Some Senegal Eremomelas settled in a wayside shrub and we managed to get good views of 

these attractive little birds – this allowed contrast with the Little Weavers that were feeding on the millet seed 

heads. In an open area fringed with trees, a Striped Kingfisher sat out in the open, although distant.  

 

As we moved through an open field where the groundnuts had been harvested we got good views of a Red 

Colobus Monkey, which had been feeding on the far side and, almost immediately after, a Lanner Falcon was 

seen sitting at the top of a Baobab. Grey-headed Sparrow and Northern Crombec were also new birds for the 

group. 

 

On our way back some of the group got tantalising views of a bird rather like a European Rock Thrush. This was 

not resolved although that species had not been recorded in Makasutu before so one of the Robin-chats was a 

more likely contender. By then breakfast was overdue and we headed back to Mandina for our hearty cooked 

breakfast. 

 

The afternoon outing in canoes was to the little village of Kubuneh. On the way there, very good views of a 

Purple Heron were obtained from a bird sitting up in the mangroves. On disembarking from the canoes, we 

were struck by a nicely maintained garden just set away from the water’s edge. This proved to be something of a 

magnet to birds and we were just admiring a group of Piapiacs when two Yellow-billed Shrike appeared. This 

was closely followed by a Fine-spotted Woodpecker. With the owner’s permission we entered the garden and 

had fine views of two White-crowned Robin-chats and a Blue-bellied Roller. Up in a tree, a Red-billed Hornbill 

was feeding a juvenile on palm fruit. 

 

We walked up the path leading from the water and admired a huge Kapok tree, with enormous buttress roots. 

After unsuccessfully searching for Pearl-spotted Owlet in a traditional roosting tree we headed back down 

towards the water. On the way, calls alerted us to Yellow-crowned Gonolek and we were lucky enough to see 

two of these lovely birds at close range. Following this we once again boarded our canoes and headed back, 

enjoying a beautiful sunset along the way. 
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Day 5 Tuesday 7th January 

Our early morning walk today was to the Nambikala rice field. The birds were quiet as we set out in the 

gathering light, but a brief view of Snowy-crowned Robin Chat started things off. The next notable incident was 

a tantalising glimpse of a Green Turaco, a shy species living up to its name. Splendid, Beautiful and Scarlet-

chested Sunbirds were spotted as we moved along the trail. A bird high in a dead tree turned out to be a Grey 

Kestrel and all got good views of its prominent yellow eye ring and yellow legs. 

 

A Pied Swallow on a dead shrub was soon followed by several others and, nearby, a sleepy group of White-

throated Bee-eaters were lined up on a branch, huddled together for warmth. Further on, two Swallow-tailed 

Bee-eaters sat inconspicuously on the edge of a Cashew. As we reached the rice field, a fruiting Strangler Fig was 

busy with birds: African Thrush, Common Bulbul and Bearded Barbet were all seen well. Out over the rice field, 

a Shikra flew by, putting up flocks of Village Weavers. Cattle Egrets and a Black-headed Heron kept a watchful 

eye on developments. 

 

As we headed back towards Mandina, a Violet Turaco in the top of a tree gave us our best view yet of this 

species and so all headed back contentedly towards breakfast. 

 

In the afternoon some of us set off for the sunset cruise. As we headed out to the mouth of the Gambia River 

we enjoyed the vista of Red Mangroves, with Anhingas perched high in trees and a succession of Long-tailed 

Cormorants, Caspian Terns etc drifting by. There was also the unusual sight of both Common Sandpipers and 

Whimbrel perching on branches above the water. A highlight was a Goliath Heron flying majestically across the 

channel. 

 

As we reached the river mouth, a number of Ospreys were fishing. In the trees, Pink-backed Pelicans perched 

alongside Yellow-billed Storks. Several African Spoonbills wheeled around above the mangroves. Heading back 

upriver, we entered some smaller creeks where we encountered several West African Crocodiles. As the light 

faded we entered the creek where several neighbouring trees constituted a major heron roost. Fascinated, we 

watched as large numbers of Cattle Egrets came in to roost alongside Anhingas, Long-tailed Cormorants, 

Western Reef Herons, Little and Great White Egrets. But by then it was getting dark so we cruised back on the 

mirror-calm water into a rosy hued sunset. 

Day 6 Wednesday 8th January 

We started today with a 40 minute drive to the Lamin Rice Fields. Here meticulous plots were being maintained, 

mainly by the women. Rice was grown in the wet season then, in the dry season, raised beds were painstakingly 

created for the growing of cassava (tapioca), sweetcorn and sweet potatoes etc. Date palms were scattered 

throughout, many festooned with plastic bottles collecting sap for the making of palm wine. Despite all this 

human activity birds were everywhere. Large flocks of Village Weavers, and smaller flocks of White-billed 

Buffalo Weavers were not welcomed due to the toll they took on the rice crop. Lurking behind the fronds of a 

palm, a Lizard Buzzard was spotted, betraying its presence through calls 

 

The many ditches held a large variety of waterbirds: Little, Large, Intermediate and Cattle Egrets jostled with 

Black-headed, Striated and Black Herons, one of the latter briefly demonstrating its famous ‘umbrella’ display. 
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Black Crakes were present but elusive, slipping in and out of the drainage channels. A walk beyond the rice fields 

revealed numbers of Senegal Thick-knees hiding under the mangroves and later, in a large Baobab, a Blue-bellied 

Roller was giving its peculiar grating calls as it chased, and was chased by, a Pied Crow. 

 

As we walked back towards the road along the raised embankment both Green and Common Sandpipers slipped 

in and out of the cultivated areas. Common Wall and other dragonflies were also present, as well as butterflies 

such as African Tiger. 

 

Crossing the road, we entered Abuko Forest reserve. A very short distance in, movements in the branches 

betrayed the presence of Western Red Colobus monkeys, gathering fruit in a tree along with many Western 

Plantain-eaters. A dark line through the floating vegetation in a pond indicated where a snake had recently 

passed, but it was not seen. The pond’s resident crocodile was in full view on the bank. A large and confusingly 

plumaged heron caused much discussion in the group and with the guides, and the species to allocate it to was 

not resolved. Away from the pond, fleeting glimpses were had by some of the Western Bluebill, the group having 

to step gingerly over a line of soldier ants to do so. The undoubted highlight of the walk round the reserve was 

the viewing of a noisy group of Green Turacos, vocalising and chasing each other around the crown of a tree. A 

Lesser Honeyguide was also a nice sighting before the group re-boarded the bus. 

 

Lunch was taken at the delightful Calypso restaurant in Bakau on the coast. As we ate, we could watch crocodiles 

in the pool and Caspian Terns coming down to chase fish and drink. 

 

Our final stop was at Kuto bridge. A pleasing array of waterbirds were present here: Little Ringed Plover, Spur-

winged and Wattled Lapwings, Greenshank and Giant Kingfisher were all observed, but the star was a little 

Malachite Kingfisher which fished from a dead tree right in front of the group – a lovely was to end the day. 

Day 7 Thursday 9th January 

Our early walk started uneventfully as we made our way up the gentle slope away from the compound. One of 

the party had not yet had views of the Violet Turaco so when one was spotted in a fruiting tree we spent some 

time in trying to get good views. As often with turacos this required patience. This individual crept around the 

tree revealing tantalising glimpses until, finally, most people had seen most of it! 

 

The next notable incident was another Violet Turaco – this time in full view although not close. Shortly after, a 

distant bird in a treetop was identified as a dark phase Tawny Eagle. A Common Redstart nearby took us rather 

by surprise; so out of context for most of us. 

 

A line of tall trees lining the road had us scouring the leaves until finally a roosting Northern White-faced Owl 

was spotted. Moving the scope eventually allowed us to see its face, although it was sleeping. 

 

Moving into the rice fields in the ‘Paul’ area, we stopped to admire Yellow-billed Shrikes feeding on the ground 

near some Red-billed Hornbills. Two boys working amongst the sweet potato crops were rather bemused by our 

activities and equipment. A distant Lanner Falcon distracted us from the shrikes then the calls of Yellow-

throated Leaflove drew us to another fruiting tree, although the birds were not seen. But soon after, a lovely 

African Golden Oriole was in full view and, in the tree beside, two Bearded Barbets were feeding. 
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Small roadside bushes yielded both a Tawny-flanked Prinia and a Grey-backed Cameroptera, although both were 

difficult to see with their skulking habit. As we emerged into more open country a raptor was seen on top of a 

tree – a female Dark Chanting Goshawk, with its prominent supercilium. A little further on and mobbing Pied 

Crows drew our attention to more raptors; this time a male Marsh Harrier and a Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle. Then 

we walked back to the lodges for breakfast. 

 

In the late afternoon we once again boarded the canoes and headed for Buffuloto. It was a lovely evening as we 

moved at a leisurely pace amongst the mangroves. A Malachite Kingfisher sat up nicely for us and Red and 

Greenshank were along the mangrove edge along with the ubiquitous Whimbrels. 

 

On arrival, we walked up towards the old quarry. As we walked up the track a Wall Dragonfly sat, appropriately, 

on a wall – difficult to pick out with its cryptic colouration. Turning into the quarry, a noisy party of Black-

capped Babblers protested at our presence. Along the edge of the reeds, Little Bee-eaters hawked and a Palm-nut 

Vulture flew over majestically. A Green Wood Hoopoe sat at the top of the tree. As we headed back to our 

canoes, a Golden-tailed Woodpecker landed nearby. Intermittently hidden by leaves, all eventually got a good 

look, including that impressive golden tail. 

 

On the return canoe journey, a Giant Kingfisher seemed to keep us company as it flew ahead of the canoes, 

landing periodically, and a Purple Heron joined in later on. Finally, to a chorus of Blue-cheeked and White-

throated Bee-eaters, we arrived back at the lodges for dinner. 

Day 8 Friday 10th January 

Our last day commenced with a walk to the craft market. On the way we did some birdwatching and were soon 

engrossed in picking out a Tawny-flanked Prinia from some dense bushes. An Ahanta Francolin appeared very 

briefly but did not linger – this species is notoriously shy. A loud call signalled a departing Double-spurred 

Francolin and, nearby, a mixed flock of Little Weavers and Yellow-fronted Canaries diverted us. Then a 

Northern Puffback bobbed up, giving all a good view. Along this stretch of track, two Green Turacos flew 

across, and one stopped long enough to let everyone have a good look. Not long after, an obliging Violet Turaco 

also provided good views. Arriving at the craft market, the group had a look around the stalls, chatting to the 

stallholders and watching the weaver at work. On the way back, a Double-spurred Francolin stood on the track, 

allowing more of the group to see this shy bird. 

 

We arrived back in good time for breakfast. Some of the group had already left for their extension to Senegal, 

and some others were staying on at Mandina, so it was just a small group who left at lunchtime for the flight 

back to Gatwick after a busy and rewarding week. 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
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Species Lists 

Birds (✓=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      January 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus   ✓   ✓   ✓   

2 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ 

3 Ahanta Francolin Francolinus ahantensis           ✓   

4 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata   ✓           

5 Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis   ✓           

6 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis     ✓ ✓       

7 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

8 African Spoonbill Platalea alba       ✓       

9 Striated Heron  Butorides striata     ✓ ✓ ✓     

10 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides   ✓     ✓     

11 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

12 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

13 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

14 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath ✓   ✓ ✓       

15 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea     ✓ ✓   ✓   

16 Great Egret  Ardea alba ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

17 Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

18 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca         ✓     

19 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

20 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

21 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

22 Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus   ✓           

23 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

24 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

25 White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus     ✓         

26 African Darter  Anhinga rufa ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

27 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

28 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus   ✓           

29 Black Kite  Milvus migrans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

31 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

32 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus   ✓           

34 Beaudouin's Snake Eagle  Circaetus beaudouini   ✓ ✓     ✓   

35 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

36 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   ✓     ✓ ✓   

37 Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates           ✓   

38 Red-chested Goshawk Accipter toussenelii ✓             

39 Shikra  Accipiter badius ✓     ✓       

40 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus ✓     ✓ ✓     

41 Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax           ✓   

42 Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus       ✓       

43 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus     ✓     ✓   

44 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra         ✓     

45 African Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio madagascariensis   ✓           

46 Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

47 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus   ✓     ✓     
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

48 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

49 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus   ✓     ✓ ✓   

50 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

51 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula ✓   ✓ ✓       

52 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius         ✓     

53 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrius   ✓           

54 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus   ✓   ✓ ✓     

55 Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa   ✓           

56 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica   ✓           

57 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

58 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

59 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

60 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus         ✓     

61 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola   ✓     ✓     

62 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

63 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres   ✓           

64 Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus   ✓ ✓   ✓     

65 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus   ✓     ✓     

66 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica   ✓       ✓   

67 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

68 West African Crested Tern  Thalasseus albididorsalis   ✓ ✓ ✓       

69 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

70 Rock Dove  Columba livia   ✓     ✓     

71 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

72 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

73 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

76 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

77 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

78 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

79 African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus       ✓       

80 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

81 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

82 Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa       ✓ ✓   ✓ 

83 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

84 Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

85 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

86 Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas     ✓         

87 Northern White-faced Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis           ✓   

88 Mottled Spinetail  Telacanthura ussheri ✓   ✓ ✓       

89 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

90 Little Swift  Apus affinis         ✓ ✓   

91 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus   ✓       ✓   

92 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

93 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus         ✓     

94 Grey-headed Kingfisher  Halcyon leucocephala   ✓           

95 Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti     ✓         

96 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

97 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

98 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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      January 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

99 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

100 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  Merops hirundineus ✓     ✓ ✓     

101 Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   

102 White-throated Bee-eater  Merops albicollis ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

103 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater  Merops persicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

104 Northern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicus   ✓           

105 Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops             ✓ 

106 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

107 African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus ✓ ✓           

108 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

109 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

110 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus H   ✓ H   H ✓ 

111 Vieillot's Barbet  Lybius vieilloti ✓             

112 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius ✓     ✓   ✓   

113 Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor     ✓ ✓ ✓     

114 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator       ✓       

115 Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera ✓   ✓   ✓     

116 Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni           ✓   

117 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae ✓   ✓ ✓       

118 Brown-throated Wattle-Eye  Platysteira cyanea ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

119 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus     ✓ ✓   ✓   

120 Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis   ✓         ✓ 

121 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

122 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

123 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator   ✓           

124 African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   

125 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis ✓   ✓ ✓       

126 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

127 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis ✓     ✓       

128 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

129 Pied Crow  Corvus albus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

130 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata   ✓           

131 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

132 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens       ✓ ✓   ✓ 

133 Yellow-throated Leaflove Chlorocichla flavicollis       ✓       

134 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus ✓   ✓         

135 Fanti Saw-Wing  Psalidoprocne obscura         ✓     

136 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia   ✓           

137 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

138 Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida ✓ ✓           

139 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma       ✓       

140 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum   ✓           

141 Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica   ✓           

142 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura     ✓ ✓       

143 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita       ✓       

144 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis         ✓     

145 Common Whitethroat Sylvia cantillans     ✓         

146 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava           ✓ ✓ 

147 Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida ✓   ✓ ✓       

148 Oriole Warbler  Hypergerus atriceps H             

149 Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata H         ✓   



The Gambia in Style  Tour Report 

 

 

10  © Naturetrek     February 20 
 

      January 

  Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

150 Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla     ✓ ✓       

151 Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii ✓         ✓   

152 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   

153 Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus   ✓           

154 Purple Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus   ✓           

155 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

156 European Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis     ?         

157 African Thrush  Turdus pelios ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

158 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

159 White-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha albicapillus     ✓         

160 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus           ✓   

161 Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides           ✓   

162 Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

163 Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis       ✓   ✓   

164 Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura     ✓         

165 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis       ✓   ✓   

166 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

167 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

168 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

169 Copper Sunbird  Cinnyris cupreus       ✓       

170 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus   ✓           

171 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus     ✓     ✓   

172 White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris         ✓ ✓   

173 Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus ✓   ✓       ✓ 

174 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ 

175 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

176 Black-winged Red Bishop  Euplectes hordeaceus ✓             

177 Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus           ✓   

178 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

179 Western Bluebill Spermophaga haematina         ✓     

180 Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

181 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens     ✓ ✓     ✓ 

182 Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda ✓     ✓   ✓   

183 Black-rumped Waxbill Estrilda troglodytes       ✓       

184 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

185 Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata ✓       ✓ ✓   

186 Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓ 

187 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava   ✓     ✓     

188 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba   ✓           

189 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓ 

190 White-rumped Seedeater Serinus leucopygius   ✓           

Mammals                 

1 Western Red Colobus Monkey Procolobus badius     ✓   ✓     

2 Guinea Baboon Papio papio ✓         ✓   

3 Green Vervet/Callithrix Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

4 Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

5 Striped Ground Squirrel Xerus erythropus           ✓   

6 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus ✓     ✓       
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Butterflies 

Citrus Swallowtail, Papilio demodocus Small Grass Yellow, Eurema brigatta 

Common Grass Yellow, Eurema hecabe African Spirit, Leptosia alcesta 

Common Dotted Border, Mylothris chloris African Caper White, Belenois creona 

Creamy Small White, Dixeia orbona Pea Blue/Long-tailed Blue, Lampides boeticus 

African Tiger, Danaus chrysippus Cream-bordered Charaxes, Charaxes epijasius 

Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui Small Orange Acraea, Acraea serena 

Dragonflies 

Widow Dragonfly, Palpopleura portia Black Percher, Diplacodes lefebvrei 

Red Basker, Crocothemis erythraea Common Wall Dragonfly, Bradinopyga strachani 

Marine 

West African Mangrove Oyster, Crassostrea tulipa Antlion, Myrmeleon sp.  

West African Fiddler Crab, Uca tangeri Atlantic Mudskipper, Periophthalmus papillo 

Reptiles 

Nile Monitor Lizard, Varanus niloticus Agama Lizard, Agama agama 

West African Crocodile, Crocodylus suchus  

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  

 

 

   

 

Pied Kingfisher by Gordon Crabtree 


