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Tour participants: Philip Thompson (leader) with ten Naturetrek clients 

Day 1                                                                              Tuesday 4th January 

Our flight from Gatwick arrived in mid-afternoon in Banjul where we negotiated the various forms and 

immigration checks before swiftly being ushered onto our coach transfer to Mandina Lodge, a journey of 45 

minutes. We were able to begin our acclimatisation to the hot sun and chaotic scenes of normal Gambian life on 

the roadside. We soon became familiar with Pied Crows, Hooded Vultures and a range of doves as we travelled. 

 

Arriving at our lodge, we were met by Linda who explained a few points before we were all allocated our rooms, 

all the while being serenaded by a range of exotic bird calls from the lodge gardens. We had time to relax before 

a meeting before dinner, during which further points of the trip were explained. 

Day 2                                                                         Wednesday 5th January 

Our soon to be familiar routine of early rising for tea and biscuits followed by a morning excursion, to be back 

for a hearty breakfast was undertaken. Our first excursion was via a canoe trip along the mangrove lined creeks 

to the Buffulotto oyster midden. During the canoe ride we saw African Darter, Reed Cormorant, Osprey and a 

range of herons, kingfishers, waders. Arriving at the oyster midden at the waterside, numerous Hooded Vultures 

and Piapiacs were loitering about on the lookout for scraps from the oysters as they were processed. Our walk 

then led us up the main track past a disused and now flooded quarry towards areas of new diggings and patches 

of rough grassland. A wide and, at times, a bewildering range of birds were encountered by the group making it 

difficult to know where to focus one’s attention! On the ground, a mixed flock of finches contained Lavender 

and Orange-cheeked Waxbills, Red-billed Firefinch and Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu whilst perched higher in the 

bushes were a number of Pin-tailed Whydah and smart Village Indigobird. Sunbirds were much in evidence with 

good views obtained of Variable, Scarlet-chested and Beautiful as they sought out flowers to feed from. A Fine-

spotted Woodpecker caught our attention before being eclipsed by a handsome Lanner Falcon that alighted in 

the top of it’s favourite Baobab Tree within the quarry. All too soon, our time drew to a close and we returned to 

the canoes for our transfer back to the lodge and a well-earned breakfast. 

 

After our customary period of relaxation during the heat of the middle of the day, we met up once more in late 

afternoon for our second excursion of the day. This time we remained on foot and walked from the lodge to the 

mudflats area alongside Buffulotto village. Once more, we were assailed with numerous new birds to admire and 

familiarise ourselves with. Around the local’s family vegetable plots Long-tailed Starlings, White-billed Buffalo 

Weavers and Western Red-billed Hornbill were seeking out spilt grains and insects, whilst feeding from the 

branches of the numerous large trees were Blue-bellied Roller, Fork-tailed Drongo and Northern Black 

Flycatcher. Surveying the area, a Grey Kestrel was picked out perched high in a palm. On our return walk, our 

guides expertly picked out a stunning metallic emerald green Klaas’s Cuckoo perched unobtrusively high in a tall 

forest tree. We were back in time to freshen up before our first group meeting and fine evening meal. 

Day 3                                                                            Thursday 6th January 

Today we undertook the first of our coach excursions away from the lodge. We firstly drove to the far south-

western corner of the coast of The Gambia, very close to the Senegal border and the village of Kartong. Our 
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destination here was a large area of flooded old sand excavations that were now well vegetated with lush 

marshland plants, creating a wonderfully rich bird area managed by the local community and Bird Ringing 

Station. It did not take long after arriving and disembarking before we were happily enjoying several new and 

exciting birds to admire. First to grab our attention was an obliging Abyssinian Roller perching on the makeshift 

fencing posts surrounding the small vegetable plots. Having admired this beauty, we next paid attention to the 

mix of Glossy Starlings present, eventually totalling four different species. Among several other birds spotted in 

the surrounding vegetation, Bearded Barbets, Senegal Coucal and Little Bee-eaters stood out for special 

attention. In the wet flooded areas several Squacco Herons, African Purple Swamphens, Spur-winged Plovers 

and African Jacanas were immediately noticeable. A broad range of wetland birds were seen among them herons, 

African Spoonbill, Hammerkop and Sacred Ibis were duly noted. The rather unexpected sight of a couple of 

Pink-backed Pelicans landing in a tree was a surprising sight!  

 

As we walked slowly along the main sandy track we continued to make many exciting observations. Overhead, 

after carefully picking among the many fast-moving individuals, was an interesting mix of swallows comprising 

Red-chested, Wire-tailed, Red-rumped and Mosque. A stunning Yellow-crowned Gonolek finally gave us all a 

good clear view, the scarlet chest flaming in the bright sunlight. Having past the end of the flooded pits, we 

picked out a handsome Long-crested Eagle followed by an unobtrusive and patient Grey-headed Kingfisher 

silently scanning from his woodland perch. 

 

We then boarded the coach to be driven the remaining short distance to the beach where we firstly enjoyed a 

cool refreshing soft drink from an entrepreneurial local and his much expanded and improved (although still 

handbuilt and rustic) beach bar! From here we walked south down the beach towards Senegal picking out several 

wader species and Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters. Unfortunately our timing meant that our visit coincided with the 

high tide preventing us from walking as far as hoped. We returned to the coach to head off to our lunch 

appointment at a beach front restaurant where we enjoyed a splendid buffet meal of very fresh fish among other 

local dishes.  

 

After lunch we drove the short distance to scan across the Sanyang Estuary and shallow lagoon to check through 

the large number of roosting terns and assortment of waders and herons. Amongst the dense throng of roosting 

Caspian Terns a couple of smaller Lesser-crested Terns were found (although convincing the group members of 

this took some time!) whilst a couple of passing Gull-billed Terns added to the diversity. A fine flock of smart 

Black Herons were present, with a few demonstrating their characteristic ‘umbrella’ fishing technique. Among 

the waders, Spotted Redshank and Marsh Sandpiper were notable scarce additions. A very obliging pair of Pied 

Kingfishers delighted us as they commuted overhead between the lagoon waters either side of the road. After an 

exciting day, and with the temperatures now getting beyond comfortable we headed back to our lodge to relax 

before dinner. 

Day 4                                                                                  Friday 7th January 

Our morning walk today took us through more open savannah terrain than previously, resulting in a number of 

new species recorded. Doves are a major part of the avifauna of the area, so the group were beginning to get to 

grips with the commoner species. During our walk we were able to find individuals of both Blue-spotted and 

Black-billed Wood Doves to compare as well as the other similar pairing of Mourning and Vinaceous Doves. 

New species encountered included Senegal Eremomela, Northern Crombec, Northern Puffback, Splendid 
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Sunbird and Lizard Buzzard. It was interesting to encounter European migrants here on their wintering grounds. 

Species such as Common Chiffchaff, Western Olivaceous Warbler and notably Northern Wheatear were all seen. 

After reaching an area of large mature Baobab Trees and having enjoyed a pleasant walk we retraced our route 

back to the lodge for breakfast. 

 

A few of the group walked to the water tanks on their tower where leaking water was a valuable resource to the 

forest birds. Birds seen here included Grey-headed Bristlebill, Little Greenbul, Greater Honeyguide and Black-

necked Weaver. 

 

Once more, after our mid-afternoon rest period, most of the group met up for a second canoe trip upstream to 

visit the Kembujeh Rice Fields, whilst a few undertook the ‘Sunset Cruise’ out to the main Gambia River 

through the mangrove creeks. The canoe trip proved hard work for the guides paddling as the tide was just on 

the turn heading out. Our creek had a couple of sharp bends where the outbound current was very strong 

needing an extra paddler to enable us to make it round and on to the village destination! We were met at the 

bank by a large group of young boys boisterously swimming and splashing in the creek. Once all were safely 

ashore, we very quickly were alerted to the presence of a diminutive Pearl-spotted Owlet in the tall trees 

alongside the track. We were able to get some fantastic views of both the real eyes and ‘false’ eyes on the back of 

it’s head. Other notable birds seen included Yellow-throated Leaflove and Northern Red Bishop. A Violet 

Turaco put on a good show for the group.  

 

Back at the lodge we heard of the range of herons, Ospreys, Pink-backed Pelicans and others seen on the boat 

cruise. 

Day 5                                                                             Saturday 8th January 

This morning we walked in similar habitat to yesterday passing the Craft Centre and Donkey Sanctuary on our 

route. New birds continued to be found alongside what were becoming familiar species for some, but also 

allowing group members to ‘catch up’ with birds missed on previous days. Perhaps one of our most notable and 

desirable species seen was a Guinea Turaco picked out high in the canopy of tall forest trees. Despite it’s striking 

colouration, within the dappled shade it proved to be still remarkably well camouflaged. Another notable find 

was a Western Violet-backed Sunbird that on quick examination had a rather ‘House Martin’ look to it’s 

plumage, but after a patient prolonged viewing we were able to catch the iridescent nature of it’s feathers catch in 

the sunlight. Reaching the Craft Centre we checked the tops of the nearby trees finding a pair of roosting 

Northern White-faced Owls sleepily maintaining one eye on the ground beneath! This was shortly followed by a 

large group of sociable White-crested Helmetshrikes passing through. Breakfast now beckoned. 

 

Once more, several of the group checked out the dripping water tanks where we were fortunate in seeing both 

Lesser and Spotted Honeyguides joined by a Green-headed Sunbird among several other species. Of great 

interest was the report from a couple of the group staying in one of the floating lodges of their sighting of an 

African Finfoot making it’s passage among the tangled mangrove roots! 

 

A repeat split in the group occurred as last night, with most taking another walk and a small number the Sunset 

Cruise. During our walk we had a second sighting of Yellow-crowned Gonolek and Northern Puffback. A new 

species found was a handsome Black-crowned Tchagra that was uttering it’s rather unexpectedly melodious song 
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from some low shrubs. On the return leg of the walk, we were very lucky in a passing Red-necked Falcon settling 

briefly in the top of a nearby tree. This is a species previously seen distantly at Kartong by only a few of the 

group and a bird not previously seen in the lodge area. 

Day 6                                                                                Sunday 9th January 

Today was the second of our coach excursions, firstly visiting the Lamin Rice Fields followed by Abuko National 

Park. As we walked out within the Lamin Rice Fields, the busy activities of the locals tending their crops was 

evident but clearly not of concern to the many birds present. A good start was had with the sighting of a Bronze-

tailed Glossy Starling showing well on top of a nearby palm. In the wet paddies and ditches a wide range of 

herons were present that included both Great Egret and Black Heron. African Jacanas scampered everywhere 

joined by the slightly comical looking Black Crakes. A roosting flock of Senegal Thick-knees was disturbed by a 

local, although they didn’t move far. It was interesting to watch the rice crop being threshed by hand, with the 

evident spillages attracting a large flock of White-billed Buffalo Weavers on the lookout for easy pickings.  

 

Crossing the main road we next entered Abuko where our main interest was in finding the small isolated 

population of Western Red Colobus Monkey found here. We were very fortunate in encountering a small mixed 

group of Colobus and Callithrix Monkeys not long after starting our walk. The rather sad-faced Colobus 

compared with the alert and inquisitive Callithrix expressions. We continued our circuit through the tall canopy 

forest reaching the stilted Visitor Centre from where we had some great views of the striking Broad-billed Roller 

perched opposite on a bare branch! Back on the forest floor we began a patient search for the ever-elusive 

Western Bluebill sometimes found nearby. We were indeed fortunate in spotting an individual coming to drink 

from a swampy pool. Typically during it’s brief appearance, it proved very tricky to point out to the group in the 

thick tangled vegetation, with only one or two seeing the birds reflection in the water (does that count)!! In 

compensation we had some good views of African Paradise Flycatcher. As is sometimes the case, around 

midday, bird activity in the forest was pretty quiet as we continued our circuit. We eventually arrived back at our 

coach where we were then transferred to our lunch destination on the coast. 

 

Our restaurant was located opposite a freshwater pool that held a few West African Crocodiles and a few 

interesting birds. Our main enjoyment came from the frequent periodic aerial visits to the pool of drinking and 

bathing Caspian Terns and Little Swifts. One amazing sight was a small group of Broad-billed Rollers suddenly 

appearing for a fly-by drink, before vanishing as rapidly as they arrived. We enjoyed a very pleasant relaxing 

lunch watching the activities of the birds over the pool before we headed back to the lodge before dinner. 

Day 7                                                                             Monday 10th January 

Our last canoe trip took us to Kubeneh Village where we had a very pleasant walk around this attractive village 

with it’s friendly residents. Our route led us past a few small buildings before reaching a grove of huge Baobabs, 

Kapok and Fig trees which we duly admired whilst also being delighted to spot African Golden Oriole, White-

crowned Robin-Chat, Greater Honeyguide, Purple Glossy Starling and a male Northern Puffback in this general 

area. We spent a pleasant morning enjoying the variety of birds on offer before once more, boarding the canoes 

to be paddled back to the lodge for breakfast, during the journey picking up Grey and Common Ringed Plovers 

on the exposed mudflats as a reminder of home! 
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Having light-heartedly presented the lodge guides with a list of ‘Wanted’ birds they took it as a challenge and our 

afternoon walk was on a mission! First up was a diminutive Pygmy Kingfisher. This took some skilled finding, as 

not only is it pretty small, but being a woodland species it can sit quietly and patiently on a low perch in amongst 

the open savannah scrub and woodland and hence very retiring. We were delighted with some fantastic views of 

this little gem. Next it was on into an a more open grassland area with a number of tall scattered Baobabs. Here 

our local guides whistling calls provoked a reply from a Striped Kingfisher. This is another woodland species, 

always found away from water. We then spent a considerable time admiring and photographing an individual 

that sat prominently on top of a leafless tree and allowing for an ever closer view. A fine Long-crested Eagle was 

also found that moved perches a couple of times showing the large diagnostic white patches in the wings as it 

flew. On our return route to the lodge a concerted effort was made to glimpse a skulking Oriole Warbler. We 

could all hear it calling from within some very thick shrubbery and even see leaves and twigs moving and 

twitching as the bird moved within this impenetrable cover. Finally, the bird appeared for the very briefest 

moment before vanishing again. Only a few of the group caught a glimpse; a worthy effort. 

 

Day 8                                                                            Tuesday 11th January 

 

Our final day still allowed time for a full morning’s walk before we needed to head to the airport. With our 

‘Wanted’ list still in our guides minds, we headed out for the open savannah woodlands. Group members were 

still catching up with birds seen on previous days as stops were taken to spot their individual requirements. A 

fantastic start was had with a fine Dark Chanting Goshawk that was very tolerant and allowed for a prolonged 

excellent viewing. We continued on with our walk gradually building an impressive list of species. We reached a 

large isolated fruiting Fig Tree where the cry went up ‘Vieillot’s Barbet’. The group gathered round and all got a 

great view of a pair of these elusive birds in the treetop. Unbelievably, whilst admiring the Barbets through the 

‘scopes they were disturbed by a small group of African Green Pigeons landing in exactly the same spot, a 

species several of the group had expressed a desire to see! A fitting climax to our trip. 

 

It was now back to the lodge to freshen up, change, finish packing and then relax a while to await our coach to 

take us to the airport for our return home. This all went without a hitch and we all arrived safely back in the UK 

on time. 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays. 
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Gambia in Style Tour Report 

 

 

6  © Naturetrek March 22      
 

Checklist 
 

Birds (H = Heard only) 
 

    January 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus   ✓   ✓ H   H ✓ 

Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Ahanta Francolin Francolinus ahantensis               ✓ 

White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata     ✓           

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca     ✓           

Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis     ✓           

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis     ✓           

African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus     ✓     ✓   ✓ 

African Spoonbill Platalea alba     ✓           

Striated Heron  Butorides striata       ✓   ✓     

Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides     ✓     ✓     

Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     

Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

Great Egret  Ardea alba   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ 

Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca     ✓     ✓     

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta     ✓ ✓   ✓     

Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     

Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens     ✓ ✓ ✓       

Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus       ✓   ✓     

African Darter  Anhinga rufa   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

African Finfoot Podica senegalensis         ✓       

Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus     ✓           

Black Kite  Milvus migrans   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Beaudouin's Snake Eagle  Circaetus beaudouini   ✓ ✓     ✓     

Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   ✓ ✓   ✓       

African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates               ✓ 

Shikra  Accipiter badius   ✓       ✓   ✓ 

Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus       ✓ ✓       

Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis     ✓       ✓   

Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus   ✓ ✓ ✓         

Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera     ✓   ✓       

Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus   ✓             

Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra           ✓     

African Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio madagascariensis     ✓           

Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus     ✓           
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    January 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus       ✓ ✓   ✓   

Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola             ✓   

Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula             ✓   

African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus     ✓     ✓     

Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago     ✓           

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus     ✓           

Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis     ✓           

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   ✓ ✓       ✓   

Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus   ✓       ✓     

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola     ✓           

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus     ✓           

Grey-headed Gull  
Chroicocephalus 
cirrocephalus     ✓     ✓     

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus     ✓           

Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica     ✓           

Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis     ✓           

Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis       ✓ ✓ ✓     

Rock Dove  Columba livia     ✓     ✓     

Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus       ✓     ✓ ✓ 

Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis   ✓ ✓   ✓       

African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus     ✓         ✓ 

Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa         ✓     ✓ 

Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis     ✓ ✓   ✓     

Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas   ✓         ✓   

Northern White-faced Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis         ✓       

Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum       ✓         

African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Little Swift  Apus affinis           ✓     

Purple Roller  Coracias naevius     ✓           

Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus     ✓     ✓     

Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus           ✓     

Grey-headed Kingfisher  Halcyon leucocephala     ✓           

Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti             ✓   

Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica   ✓             

African Pygmy Kingfisher  Ispidina picta             ✓   
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    January 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   

Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Swallow-tailed Bee-Eater  Merops hirundineus       ✓ ✓   ✓   

Little Bee-Eater  Merops pusillus     ✓     ✓     

White-throated Bee-Eater  Merops albicollis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Blue-cheeked Bee-Eater  Merops persicus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus       ✓   ✓     

African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus       ✓ ✓   H H 

Vieillot's Barbet  Lybius vieilloti               ✓ 

Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor         ✓   ✓   

Spotted Honeyguide Indicator maculatus         ✓       

Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator       ✓     ✓ ✓ 

Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera   ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓ 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni ✓           ✓   

African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae         ✓   ✓   

Brown-throated Wattle-Eye  Platysteira cyanea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Senegal Batis Batis senegalensis     ✓     ✓     

White-crested Helmetshrike  Prionops plumatus         ✓       

Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus         ✓       

Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis       ✓ ✓   ✓   

Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus   H ✓   ✓     H 

Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator     ✓         ✓ 

African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus             ✓   

Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red-bellied Paradise 
Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis           ✓ ✓   

Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   

Pied Crow  Corvus albus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Crested Lark  Galerida cristata     ✓           

Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens       ✓ ✓       

Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus       ✓       H 

Yellow-throated Leaflove Chlorochicla flavicollis       ✓       ✓ 

Sand Martin  Riparia riparia ✓               

Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         ✓       

Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii     ✓ ✓         

Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Mosque Swallow  Cecropis senegalensis     ✓           

Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica     ✓           

Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura       ✓ ✓     ✓ 

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus               ✓ 

Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita       ✓         

Western Olivaceous Warbler Iduna opaca       ✓ ✓   ✓  
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    January 2022 

Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta   ✓     ✓       

Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis     ✓           

Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava             ✓ ✓ 

Oriole Warbler  Hypergerus atriceps           H ✓   

Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata   H   ✓ H   H H 

Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla       ✓     ✓   

Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii           ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus     ✓           

Lesser Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chloropterus     ✓           

Purple Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus     ✓       ✓   

Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

Bronze-tailed Glossy Starling Lamprotornis chalcurus           ✓     

African Thrush  Turdus pelios ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

White-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha albicapillus             ✓   

Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus             ✓   

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe       ✓         

Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides   ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓ 

Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓ 

Western Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei         ✓     ✓ 

Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis         ✓       

Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis   ✓     ✓       

Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus       ✓ ✓   ✓   

Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus               ✓ 

Northern Grey-headed 
Sparrow  Passer griseus   ✓   ✓         

White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris   ✓ ✓     ✓     

Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus     ✓           

Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis       ✓ ✓   ✓   

Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea           ✓     

Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus       ✓         

Western Bluebill Spermophaga haematina           ✓     

Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 

Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda   ✓             

Black-faced Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis     ✓           

Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata   ✓             

Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura   ✓ ✓   ✓       

Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava     ✓ ✓       ✓ 

Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis     ✓           

Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus     ✓           

Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica       ✓ ✓     ✓ 

 
Others 
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Common name Scientific name 

Western Red Colobus Monkey Procolobus badius 

Guinea Baboon Papio papio 

Green Vervet/Callithrix Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus 

Patas Monkey Erythrocebus patas 

Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus 

Peter's Dwarf Epauletted Fruit Bat Micropteropus pusillus  

Striped Ground Squirrel Xerus erythropus 

Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus 

 
 

Common name Scientific name 

FLOWERING PLANTS ANGIOSPERMS 

Magnoliidae (Dicotyledons) 

Acanthus Family Acanthaceae 

Black Mangrove Avicennia germinans 

Blue Pussyleaf/Rice Farm Grass Nelsonia canescens 

    

Cashew Family Anacardiaceae 

Cashew Tree Anacardium occidentale 

Mango Mngifera indica 

    

Dogbane Family Apocynaceae 

Sodom Apple Calotropis procera 

Senegal Saba/Kaba Saba senegalensis 

Monkey's Shuttle Strophanthus samentosus 

    

Daisy Family Asteraceae 

Goatweed Ageratum conyzoides 

a Knapweed Centaurea perrottetii 

  Grangea maderaspatana 

  Sphaeranthus senegalensis 

    

Catalpa Family Bignoniaceae 

Akoko Tree/Kunjunborong Newbouldia laevis 

    

Caper Family Capparaceae 

Crocodile's Tooth/Woolly Caper Bush Capparis tomentosa 

    

Cocoplum Family Chrysobalanaceae 

Gingerbread Plum Neocarya macrophylla 

    

Bushwillow Family Combretaceae 

Burning Bush Combtretrum paniculatum 

    

Bindweed Family Convolvulaceae 

Beach Morning Glory Ipomoea pes-caprae 

    

Pea Family Fabaceae 

Groundnut/Peanut Arachis hypogaea 

Camel's-foot Tree/Napoleon's Plume Bauhinia monandra 

West African Laburnum/Drumstick Tree Cassia sieberiana 
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Common name Scientific name 

FLOWERING PLANTS ANGIOSPERMS 

Rattlepod Crotalaria retusa 

Velvet Tamarind Dialium guineense 

Bell-flowered Mimosa Dichrostachys cinerea 

Coral Tree Erythrina senegalensis 

Winter Thorn Faidherbia albida 

African Locust Bean Tree Parkia biglobosa 

    

Deadnettle Family Lamiaceae 

Gumbar Tree/Gamhar Gmelina arborea 

Bushmint Hyptis suaveolens 

    

Mallow Family Malvaceae 

Baobab  Adansia digitata 

Kapok Tree Ceiba petandra 

    

Mulberry Family Moraceae 

Strangler Fig Ficus craterostema? 

Sycamore Fig Ficus sycamorus 

    

Four O'Clock Family Nyctaginaceae 

Bourganvillia Bourganvillea spectabilis 

    

Water-lily Family Nymphaeaceae 

Egyptian Lotus Nymphaea lotus 

White Water-lily Nymphaea micrantha 

    

Willowherb Family Onograceae 

Mexican Primrose-willow Ludwigia octovalvis 

    

Bedstraw Family Rubiaceae 

Shrubby False Buttonweed Spermacoce verticillata 

    

Mangrove Family Rhizophorceae 

Red Mangrove Rhizophora mangle 

  

    

Liliidae (Monocotyledons) 

Palm Family Arecaceae 

Black Rhun Palm/African Fan Palm Borassus aethiopium 

Coconut Cocos nucifera 

African Oil Palm Elaeis guineensis 

Senegal Date Palm Phoenix reclinata 

 
 
 

Common name Scientific name 

Butterflies  

  Papilionidae 

Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus 

  Pieridae 

Small Grass Yellow Eurema brigatta 

Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe 
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African Emigrant Catopsilia florella 

Zebra White Pinacopteryx eriphia tritogenia 

African Spirit Leptosia alcesta 

African Albatross Appias epaphia epaphia 

Common Dotted Border Mylothris chloris 

Caper White Belenois aurota 

African Caper White Belenois creona 

Creamy Small White Dixeia orbona 

  Lycaenidae 

Pea Blue/Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus 

African Grass Blue Zizeeria knysna 

  Nymphalidae 

African Tiger Danaus chrysippus 

Dark Blue Pansy Junonia oenone 

Little Pansy/Little Commodore Junonia sophia 

Diadem Hypolimnas misippus 

River Sailor Neptis serena 

Guineafowl Butterfly Hamanumida daedalus 

Elegant Acraea Acraea egina 

Small Orange Acraea Acraea serena 

    

Dragonflies   

Widow Dragonfly Palpopleura portia 

Black Percher Diplacodes lefebvrei 

Red Basker Crocothemis erythraea 

Strong Skimmer Orthetrum brachiale 

  

Reptiles & Amphibians   

Agama Lizard Agama agama 

Brook's House Gecko Hemidactylus brooki angulatus 

West African Crocodile Crocodylus suchus 

African Common Toad Sclerophrys regularis 

  

    

Other    

African Giant Snail Achatina sp.  

West African Mangrove Oyster Crassostrea tulipa 

Brown Paper Wasp Polistes sp. 

Giant Milliepede Diplopoda: family Odontopygidae 

Driver Ants Dorylus sp.  

West African Fiddler Crab Uca tangeri 
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Green Sandpiper 


