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Tour participants: Richard Bashford (leader), Lamin, Sanna, Amadou, Alajie “AJ”, Mas (local guides) with 11 

Naturetrek clients. 

 

Introduction 

 

For most of the group, this was their first overseas travel for some time – and what a place to visit!  Within six 

hours and no time difference, we were in The Gambia. An hour and a half later, we were at Mandina River 

Lodge – our home for the week where the Mandina team took care of us, fed us, showed us their wonderful 

local wildlife and were such brilliant fun!   

Day 1                                                                                Friday 28th January 

Our day started early at Gatwick, which meant a simple and quick check-in, boarding on time. A slight worry our 

timings would be disrupted when an announcement of an electrical fault came over the speakers. Thankfully, we 

were on our way, fifty minutes late, but nothing which would alter our plans. We arrived around 15:30 and again, 

experienced a pretty straightforward “processing” at Banjul airport (with no sign of the promised Rapid Antigen 

testing (we were fine with that…!), and out the other side where we met our driver who took us through the 

vibrant streets of Yundum and Brikama with a few of the more obvious birds being seen from Hooded Vultures, 

Western Plantain Eaters, and a host of doves species. Then it was a left turn off the tarmac, down the track to 

the haven of Mandina Lodge where our host Linda, and her fabulous team were there to meet us. After our 

journey, we welcomed the promise of a cool drink overlooking the mangroves where Linda formally welcomed 

us and explained a little about the lodge. We paid close attention to her, except when the Pied Kingfisher landed 

on the adjacent tree. Then it was time to settle into our rooms before meeting up for dinner and outlining details 

for the following day. We couldn’t wait! 

Day 2                                                                           Saturday 29th January 

Warm and sunny 

 

After a welcome sleep, we met at 7am under dark skies where we were given tea and coffee and biscuits as the 

sky got lighter – not before we admired a sickle Venus next to a sickle moon. Around 07.30, Lamin, Sanna and 

Amadou arrived and prepared the boats for our morning trip to Buffulotto. On the trip, we saw our first Blue-

breasted Kingfishers, Caspian Terns, Whimbrels and a group of Grey Hornbills as we arrived. On dry land, we 

were in the close company of many Hooded Vultures. To be honest, there was really too much to see as we took 

a short walk past the oyster and cockle shells. But we did our best with Senegal Coucal, Piapiacs, Little Bee-

eaters, Senegal Eremomela, Namaqua Dove and Yellow-billed Shrike. A large Baobab tree hosted a pair of hole-

nesting Senegal Parrots and briefly a pair of Red-necked Falcons. Before too long, it was time to return for our 

late breakfast (in reality, an early lunch). We arrived back at the lodge by 10.35 and most partook of a cooked 

breakfast – such amazing omelettes! As the heat rose, we wandered our separate ways to relax – most opting for 

a dip in the pool. A few took a short walk to the water tanks seeing Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher and 

Lavender Waxbill.  

 

At 16.30, the heat of the day was subsiding and we met for a walk to the mudflats – with four of the party taking 

the sunset cruise. Our walk was excellent with great views of African Paradise Flycatcher, Pied Hornbill, Red-
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cheeked Cordon Bleu, Painted Snipe (only just by finding a gap in mangrove roots and using a scope), a Black-

shouldered Kite being harassed by a pair of Grey Kestrels, Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Vinaceous Dove and a 

pair of Green Turacos. The boat trip hit the jackpot with an African Finfoot, several Goliath Herons, Purple 

Heron, Pink-backed Pelicans and many Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters. A great day for all.  

Day 3                                                                              Sunday 30th January 

Warm and sunny 

 

A day trip today so we started at 07.00 for breakfast before boarding the bus and heading to the coastal area near 

the southern Senegal border. Out destination was Kartong Bird Observatory which we reached by a very 

respectable 08.40 when the temperature was perfect and birdlife active. Our first bird was a perched Purple 

Starling at the roadside – our first of the trip and much admired. But the waterbirds were the main attraction 

with many White-faced Whistling Ducks, African Purple Swamphens, Black Crakes, Purple and Squacco Herons 

and Jacanas. On nearby bushes we enjoyed several showy Abyssinian Rollers, Harris Hawk and Green Wood-

Hoopoes. Each patch of water had something else to see, but a favourite was a Black Egret in full “umbrella” 

mode. A backdrop of African Spoonbills and Spur-winged Geese made this a great spot before heading to the 

beach. A few minutes drive later, we placed our order for freshly squeezed citrus fruit drinks (we think oranges 

and lemons), and wandered along to see Bar-tailed Godwit, Sanderling, Royal Tern, Little Terns and a surprise 

Crested Lark in full song. After our welcome fruit juice, we headed to Sanyang for an amazing buffet of local 

food. A great place to relax.  

 

After our meal, we headed for somewhere very different. The fishing town of Tanji is a hive of activity, and we 

spent 45 minutes wandering through the small buildings with racks of drying and smoked fish, then to the beach 

full of vibrantly painted fishing boats and many people going about their business. A queue formed on the beach 

as people waited for their turn to wade into the sea to the moored boats to buy fish. Here there were masses of 

Grey-headed Gulls waiting for their turn too.  

 

Back on the bus, we headed back to Mandina for 16.30 where we met the chef and ordered our choice for 

evening meal and then we had a chance to relax, swim or go for another short wander before meeting at 19.30 

for the checklist and a welcome dinner. 

Day 4                                                                             Monday 31st January 

Warm and sunny with a light breeze 

 

Tea, coffee and biscuits consumed, we were on canoes with Amadou, Lamin and Mas. This morning we were 

heading for Kembujeh Rice fields, passing the old Base Camp where an Osprey perched on the tower giving 

excellent views as we passed. We also spooked a Goliath Heron from the mangroves. As we turned the corner of 

the creek, both birds were sitting on top of the mangroves offering arty shots for the group as we passed with 

the rising sun behind. As we disembarked at Kembujeh, we valiantly tried to keep up with the range of species in 

this fantastic bit of habitat – woodland, scrub, irrigated fields with women watering their crops as we snaked 

through the fields. First was a Bearded Barbet – one of the most striking and bizarre looking birds on the trip, 

followed by Grey and Fine-spotted Woodpeckers, a Pearl-spotted Owlet, Lizard Buzzard, African Golden 
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Oriole, Northern Black Flycatcher and Village Indigobird. Not bad!  We also saw a Striped Ground Squirrel just 

before we got back on the boats. On the route back, we had great views of African Darter and Striated Heron. 

Brunch was enjoyed at a respectable 11am, but this does mean we are able to make the best of the cool day 

before taking things a little easy afterwards with many of the group enjoying the pool. A small party had a post 

breakfast walk where we saw Grey-backed Camaroptera, Snowy-crowned Robin-chat and Little Greenbul. 

 

After our relaxation period, we met at 15:30 ensuring we had all put in our dinner choices with the chef. Then it 

was a walk to Nambikala Field with Amadou and Mas. Here we tracked down a few different species including 

Greater Honeyguide, Violet-backed and Variable Sunbirds, Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, Klaas’s Cuckoo and a 

perched Lanner Falcon. Meanwhile, the second party took the sunset cruise and enjoyed a different range of 

species including Yellow-billed Stork, European Spoonbill, Pink-back Pelican and Blue-cheeked Bee-eater. 

Checklist and dinner at the usual time rounded off with the popular choice of Gambian Rice Pudding. 

Day 5                                                                             Tuesday 1st February 

Very warm and sunny. 

 

This morning we set off with AJ and Lamin for an area known as “Paul” which was back along the entrance 

drive and left into a large irrigated field area. On the way we added our first Splendid Sunbird which was feeding 

in a flowering tree. This was a particularly fortuitous stop since AJ spotted a young male Pygmy Sunbird – one of 

the lesser seen species. This one may not have had the bright yellow belly, but it did have the fine tail streamer. 

Before reaching the fields, we stopped in the entrance to the cultural village and the two White-faced Owls AJ 

had checked on the day before, were thankfully in the same tree – not very awake but we did get looked at 

through narrow eyes for a time!  Into the fields, we picked up a small group of Black-capped Babblers and then 

found an African Golden Oriole in the same tree as a Violet Turaco – a blaze of colours in one tree!  Other birds 

seen here were Shikra, Lizard Buzzard and a fabulous party of White Helmetshrikes. With tummies starting to 

rumble, we headed back noting our first perched Pied-winged Swallow and some beautifully lit Swallow-tailed 

Bee-eaters.  

 

A cooked brunch was enjoyed with the popular omelettes featuring on 90% of plates!  While most then relaxed, 

a small party of two, checked out the water talks and were rewarded by a Splendid Sunbird and a Golden-tailed 

Woodpecker. 

 

A smaller party visited the woodland area this afternoon with highlights being Violet Turacos another Klaas’s 

Cuckoo, Short-toed Snake Eagle and a Northern Puffback. The sunset cruise party saw a perched eagle which 

was identified from photos as a Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle (a species we usually see at Kartong), Curlews, Osprey, 

Pink-backed Pelican and a great view of a Crocodile sliding into the water in front of the boat. After a refresh, 

we met at the bar, ran through the checklist and enjoyed another excellent meal. 

Day 6                                                                      Wednesday 2nd February 

Warm and sunny with a light breeze 
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Our day started with the light breakfast of bread, hard boiled eggs and “pancakes”, a popular choice with the 

group and more like a sweet battered doughnut. We were on the road at 07.35, through the colourful and busy 

towns until we arrived at Lamin Rice fields an hour later. Here we enjoyed a wander around the irrigated fields 

and marshes noting many Black Crakes, Jacanas, Striated Herons, juvenile Harris Hawk, Broad-billed Roller, 

Lizard Buzzard, Grey Kestrel, Wattled Plover and some stunning Painted Snipes which were spooked by a man 

walking through his field. They had the good grace to fly right by us giving us amazing views.  

 

Next it was across the road to Abuko Forest – a small nature reserve of old forest which is home to a group of 

Red Colobus Monkeys. As the morning heated up, we were thankful of the shade. The birds were hard to come 

by however, but a perched group of Sacred Ibis provided our first chance to see this species well. Other target 

species such as Grey-headed Bristlebill and Western Bluebill gave one or two the briefest of views unfortunately. 

We saw a couple of somewhat obscured Red Colobus monkeys so we were pleased to find one as we left the 

forest which was far closer and allowed photos. By now, it was 12.30 and time for the drive to our lunch stop.  

 

The Calypso restaurant is a popular site and we walked through the garden to our tables under a canopy 

overlooking a small pool. Here Crocodiles rested on the shore, and swallows and bee-eaters drank – not a bad 

place to spend a couple of hours. We even added a species to the list with a juvenile Night Heron. The journey 

back to the lodge was very busy but fascinating and we arrived in time to relax – most by swimming, before 

dinner. 

Day 7                                                                           Thursday 3rd February 

Warm and sunny 

 

An excellent day starting with a canoe trip to Kubeneh. Here we caught up with several species we’d not seen 

well or even at all, including a couple of Malachite Kingfishers. Once we’d disembarked, we chatted to a group 

of local people processing shellfish and then noticed an African Golden Oriole in a nearby tree. To get the sun in 

a better place, we passed a few more villagers, one of whom started to sing, and then dance. Others started 

banging out a beat and joining in with the singing. We watched this scene unfold before our eyes before a few 

Naturetrekkers were encouraged to join in!  A lovely interlude. Moving on we caught up with Lavender Waxbill, 

Fine-spotted Woodpecker, Scarlet-chested and Splendid Sunbird, African Green Pigeon, Grey-headed Sparrow 

and Tawny-flanked Prinia. Wonderful!  Back on the boats, we returned and were back enjoying our brunch 

around 11am. The early part of the afternoon was spent in the open-air office with Linda’s laptop and printer, 

patiently working through our Covid-19 paperwork, for hopefully the last time as this particular bit of 

bureaucracy ends next week.  

 

There was still time to swim and relax of course, before a party went on a late afternoon walk to the mudflats. 

This walk was once of the most productive with great views of Snowy-crowned Robin Chat, Yellow-breasted 

Apalis, White Helmetshrike, Wattled Plover, White-billed Buffalo Weaver and amazing views of Yellow-billed 

Shrike and Black-shouldered Kite. On the way back, the icing on the cake was provided by Green Turaco and 

Northern Crombec. Another excellent meal followed before we turned in for the night. 

Day 8                                                                                Friday 4th February 



The Gambia in Style Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     April 22 5 
 

Cooler first thing, but still warm and sunny 

 

With most of the day ahead one of travel, we were keen to squeeze in another walk. Our circular route took us 

into the scrubby bushland where we actually managed to see Stone Partridge!  One performed a near vertical 

take-off but the second stayed under a tree allowing pretty decent views until it too, zoomed up and over our 

heads – a small woodland chicken, crossed with a Harrier jump jet…. Both Green and Violet Turacos were seen 

as well as Variable and Splendid Sunbirds. We passed the cultural centre where some bought souvenirs and we 

managed a great view of one of the White-faced Owls - in the same tree as earlier in the week. This was 

particularly rewarding because Marian wasn’t with us on our first walk here, so she caught up with this popular 

species. A flock of starlings flew overhead including our first Greater Blue-eared Starlings. In addition, a few 

Common Swifts were added to the trip list – we may see them in a few months in the UK!  Back at Mandina for 

a 10am breakfast with time to pay our bar bills and finish packing. As we waited for the bags to be loaded, a pair 

of Yellow-fronted Canaries perched in the nearby mangrove.  

 

Just before noon, the lodge staff and guides lined up for the Naturetrek group to show their appreciation. We 

thanked them all for an amazing holiday and of course, our host Linda who keeps the show on the road. It has 

been a particularly difficult time for Mandina over the last two years, so it was so good to see things back on 

track. We said our goodbyes and took the bus to the airport, arriving just before 1pm. We said goodbye to Rob 

and Debs, Derek and Ruth who were staying another four days. The transit through the airport to the departure 

lounge was pretty smooth and we were all in the departure lounge around 14.00.  

 

Our flight left on time and actually arrived half an hour early. A good result!  With final goodbyes, we went our 

separate ways, reflecting on a very welcome and fantastic week of amazing weather, wildlife and company. 

 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 

tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Species lists 
 

Birds (H = Heard only, L = Leader only) 
 

      28 Jan - 4 Feb 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

1 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus       H   H   2 

2 
Double-spurred 
Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus       2 ✓ 2     

3 
White-faced Whistling 
Duck  Dendrocygna viduata     ✓ 1         

4 Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis     5           

5 Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis   2   1         

6 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus           7     

7 
Black crowned Night 
Heron Nycticorax nycticorax           1     

8 Striated Heron  Butorides striata   1   2   2 1   

9 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides     10     10     

10 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

11 African Spoonbill Platalea alba     10   1 2     

12 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia       6         

13 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   5 8 2 5 1 1   

14 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala   1 1   1   1   

15 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath   8   5 5       

16 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea   1 4 3   1     

17 Great Egret  Ardea alba 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 2   

18 Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia           1     

19 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca     1     3     

20 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   1 2 1   1     

21 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis   ✓ ✓ 1 6 8 3   

22 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta     1     3 1   

23 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens   10 4 9 10       

24 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus 5 ✓ ✓ ✓ 2 ✓ 1   

25 
White-breasted 
Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus     8           

26 African Darter  Anhinga rufa   ✓ 3 3 5       

27 African Finfoot Podica senegalensis   1             

28 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   6 8 3 1   1   

29 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus   1 2       1   

30 Black Kite  Milvus migrans   1             

31 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

32 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis 2 4 2 3 1 1 1   

33 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

34 
Beaudouin's Snake 
Eagle  Circaetus beaudouini         1       

35 Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus         1       

36 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus     2       1   

37 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus     2 1 2 1     

38 Shikra  Accipiter badius   1   1 2 1 1   

39 Lizard Buzzard  
Kaupifalco 
monogrammicus   1   1 1 1 2 1 

40 Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus   2       2 1   

41 Common Kestrel - L Falco tinnunculus               1 

42 Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera   2             

43 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus       1   1     
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      28 Jan - 4 Feb 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

44 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra     3     ✓     

45 
African Purple 
Swamphen  

Porphyrio 
madagascariensis     10           

46 Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus     1           

47 Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis 1 ✓ ✓ H 1 5 5 H 

48 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus     3           

49 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus   5 ✓ 1 3 ✓ ✓   

50 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus           1 1   

51 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   4 12 1         

52 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     8           

53 Greater Painted Snipe  Rostratula benghalensis   3       4     

54 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus     ✓     ✓     

55 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica     10           

56 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

57 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   1     4   H   

58 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 3 1 1 2 2       

59 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   5 1 1 2   3   

60 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus     1     3 1   

61 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola     2           

62 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   ✓ 1   15   3   

63 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres     ✓           

64 Grey-headed Gull  
Chroicocephalus 
cirrocephalus     ✓           

65 
Lesser Black-backed 
Gull  Larus fuscus     4           

66 Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica     1       1   

67 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia   ✓ ✓ 3 5 1     

68 Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus     10           

69 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis   1 5 1 3       

70 Little Tern  Sternula albifrons     30           

71 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo     1           

72 Rock Dove  Columba livia ✓             ✓ 

73 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

74 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis ✓ 4 ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

75 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

76 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

77 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea ✓ 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

78 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus       3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

79 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer   4 3 ✓ ✓       

80 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis   2   2         

81 African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus             2   

82 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri   5 ✓ 2   ✓ ✓   

83 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus 2 10   5 2 ✓ 10 2 

84 Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa   2         3   

85 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea   1     5 2 2 1 

86 Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

87 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis   2 4 H   3 1   

88 Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas       1 1       

89 
Northern White-faced 
Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis         2     1 

90 Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum       1         

91 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

92 Little Swift  Apus affinis 1 1     2 2   3 
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      28 Jan - 4 Feb 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

93 Common Swift Apus apus               6 

94 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus     14     ✓   1 

95 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster     1 8 2 3     

96 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus           2     

97 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica   4   1     1   

98 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus   1         3   

99 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   5 3 3 1 ✓ 1 H 

100 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 1 

101 
Swallow-tailed Bee-
Eater  Merops hirundineus     3 2 5       

102 Little Bee-Eater  Merops pusillus   5       6     

103 
White-throated Bee-
Eater  Merops albicollis ✓ 15 ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

104 Blue-cheeked Bee-Eater  Merops persicus   ✓   10 ✓ 10 2   

105 West African Hoopoe Upupa senegalensis     1           

106 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus     10       5   

107 African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus   5 2     6     

108 African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus   10   4 1 8 ✓ 4 

109 
Western Red-billed 
Hornbill  Tockus kempi   4 2 4 12 20 ✓ ✓ 

110 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus       3 2     H 

111 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius       4         

112 Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor   1     1       

113 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator       1 2       

114 
Fine-spotted 
Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera       1     2   

115 
Golden-tailed 
Woodpecker Campethera abingoni         1       

116 
African Grey 
Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae       1         

117 
Brown-throated Wattle-
Eye  Platysteira cyanea 1 10 3 2 ✓ 4 ✓ ✓ 

118 
White-crested 
Helmetshrike  Prionops plumatus     6   10   6   

119 Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus   H             

120 Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis         1       

121 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus 1 1 3 6         

122 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina   1         2   

123 Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator     1           

124 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio       1         

125 African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus       1 1   1   

126 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis   1             

127 
Red-bellied Paradise 
Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer   1 1 1 1 1     

128 
African Paradise 
Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis   1     1   1   

129 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer   15       5 30   

130 Pied Crow  Corvus albus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

131 Crested Lark  Galerida cristata     2           

132 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

133 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens     3 1 2   1   

134 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus     1     H   H 

135 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

136 Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii   1       1     

137 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma   2     1       
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      28 Jan - 4 Feb 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

138 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura             2   

139 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus               1 

140 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita     1       3   

141 Melodious Warbler - L Hippolais polyglotta           1     

142 Olivaceous Warbler - L Hippolais opaca             1   

143 Subalpine Warbler Curruca cantillans     1       1   

144 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava             1   

145 Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida             3 2 

146 
Grey-backed 
Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata       3 3 2 2 2 

147 Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla   2   2         

148 Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii       1 2       

149 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus             7 3 

150 Bronze-tailed Starling Lamprotornis chalcurus     1           

151 
Greater Blue-eared 
Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus               3 

152 Purple Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus     4         1 

153 
Long-tailed Glossy 
Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus   1 4 4   3 20   

154 Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus     3           

155 African Thrush  Turdus pelios 3 5 ✓ 2 4 1 3 ✓ 

156 
Snowy-crowned Robin-
Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla   1 2 2   1 2 1 

157 
White-crowned Robin-
Chat  Cossypha albicapillus               H 

158 
Northern Black 
Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides       2     1   

159 Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus 1 ✓ 3 2 ✓   1   

160 
Western Violet-backed 
Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei       1         

161 Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis   2   1 2   1   

162 Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura         5       

163 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis 1   2       1 2 

164 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

165 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus         6     2 

166 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus       2       2 

167 
Northern Grey-headed 
Sparrow  Passer griseus             3   

168 Bush Petronia Petronia dentata           2     

169 
White-billed Buffalo 
Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris             100   

170 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis   2 1 2 ✓ ✓   2 

171 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

172 Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea     1           

173 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   ✓ 5 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

174 
Red-cheeked Cordon-
Bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus   15 2 3 ✓ ✓ ✓   

175 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens   4       2 5   

176 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

177 Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata       1         

178 Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura   5   ✓ 2     35 

179 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava     3           

180 Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica             2 3 
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      28 Jan - 4 Feb 2022 

  Common name Scientific name 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

1 Western Red Colobus Monkey Procolobus badius           5     

2 Guinea Baboon Papio papio 100   100   ✓ ✓   ✓ 

3 Green Vervet/Callithrix Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus 1 10 1 5 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

4 Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat 
Epomophorus 
gambianus 20 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5 
Peter's Dwarf Epauletted Fruit 
Bat Micropteropus pusillus      ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

6 Striped Ground Squirrel Xerus erythropus       1         

7 Gambian Sun Squirrel 
Heliosciurus 
gambianus         1 1 2 1 

 

 

Common name Scientific name Tour 

Butterflies Papilionidae   

Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus ✓ 

  Pieridae   

Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe ✓ 

African Spirit Leptosia alcesta ✓ 

  Lycaenidae   

Pea Blue/Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus ✓ 

  Nymphalidae   

African Tiger Danaus chrysippus ✓ 

River Sailor Neptis serena ✓ 

      

Moths     

Crimson Speckled Utetheisa pulchella ✓ 

Ragged Thorn Xenimpia erosa ✓ 

      

Dragonflies     

Portia Widow Palpoplerua portia ✓ 

Black Percher Diplacodis lefebvrii ✓ 

Red Basker Urothemis assignata ✓ 

      

Repitiles and amphibians     

Olive Sand Snake Psammophis mossambicus ✓ 

Brown-flanked Skink Mabuya affinins ✓ 

Nile Monitor Lizard Varanus niloticus ✓ 

Agama Lizard Agama agama ✓ 

West African Crocodile Crocodylus suchus ✓ 

African Common Toad Sclerophrys regularis ✓ 

      

Others     

West African Mangrove Oyster Crassostrea tulipa ✓ 

Antlion Myrmeleon sp.  ✓ 

Driver Ants Dorylus sp.  ✓ 

West African Fiddler Crab Uca tangeri ✓ 

Atlantic Mudskipper Periophthalmus papillo ✓ 

 
 
 
 
  

Green Sandpiper 


