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Tour participants: Oliver Smart (leader) with local guides and 11 Naturetrek clients 
 
Introduction 
 
The Gambia, situated on the west coast of northern Africa is completely surrounded by Senegal. The Gambia has 
a highly productive tidal river, the River Gambia, running through its heart and this supports commercial farming, 
fishing and tourism industries. The bustling safe streets and friendly people make this a great destination for a 
wildlife watching tour, particularly as we were to enjoy the peace and tranquillity of the mangroves along the 
Mandina Bolon tributary of the River Gambia. 

Day 1                                                                                   Friday 18th March 

Our flight departed close to time from London Gatwick and headed south to Banjul on the coast of The Gambia. 
We had mostly all met in the airport and we were excited by the forthcoming birding and general wildlife that we 
might encounter. Only our tour leader had been to the country before, so the experience was to be new for 
everyone else. On arrival in the capital, we took the relatively slow navigation through security, passport control 
and luggage handling before boarding The Gambia Experience bus to the hotel at Mandina River Lodges. We were 
warmly welcomed by our host for the week; Linda, who sat us down in front of mangroves alongside the bar and 
introduced us to this special part of The Gambia. 
 
We took a refreshing hibiscus drink and sitting in the shade we enjoyed the light breeze passing through the open 
seating area. A few birds were whizzing about or furtling in the undergrowth. Common Bulbuls were scattered 
and calling, Western Plantain-eaters perched high in trees and a few African Palm Swift sped rapidly through the 
hazy sky. 
 
We set off to our rooms for a short relaxation and unpacking time and to prepare for dinner. Around the restaurant 
we enjoyed the evening roost of African Mourning Doves and Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bats hanging upside-
down, squeaking and later darting through the buildings and huts. A large communal flock of Cattle Egret passed 
overhead heading to their roosting areas too and Pied and Malachite Kingfisher, Gull-billed Tern and a Monitor 
Lizard were also spotted. 
 
Our first dinner was very tasty and washed down with, a somewhat familiar beer from Europe! The temperature 
had dropped significantly, but was still a very pleasant evening to be outdoors and in amongst nature. 

Day 2                                                                                  Saturday 19th March 

After a slightly interrupted night for some, the coolness of the morning was very pleasant. At 7am we had drinks 
and biscuits and enjoyed the first dawn chorus in The Gambia. Several species were starting to move and leave 
their roosting sites including Hooded Vulture, Cattle & Great White Egret. A pair of Giant Kingfishers landed on 
trees above the swimming pool and gave a little welcoming call before whizzing off over the incoming tide. Pied 
Kingfisher flew by too, as did an African Spoonbill.  
 
We met with our guides and set off in two large canoes heading downstream along the tributary outside the lodges. 
Although it seemed quiet, birds steadily showed themselves. Malachite, Blue-breasted and later Shining Blue 
Kingfisher darted across the river, as did African Darter, the Snakebird, and an Osprey flew from a mangrove 
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section that we hadn’t even spotted. It would have been an amazing sight sitting there, had we spotted it initially. 
Redshank and later Common Sandpiper were feeding on muddy sections and a Mangrove Sunbird called as it flew 
across the water.  
 
We headed to an oyster farm near Buffulotto and picked up Senegal Thick-knee, Whimbrel, Reed Cormorant, 
Purple, Black, Striated and Black-headed Heron as well as Western Reef Egret. Birdlife was thriving around us 
now and it was hard to keep focus on one bird before the next species was being called out. Blue-cheeked bee-
eaters dashing overhead catching insects on the wing before heading to a regular perch. 
 
After disembarking we took our time to walk along a dirt track to some flowering trees. There were so many 
highlights that it’s hard to pinpoint any one, but Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Violet Turaco, Northern Red-billed, 
Pied & African Grey Hornbill, Orange-cheeked and Lavender Waxbill, African Green Pigeon, White-throat Bee-
eater, Piapiac, Pied-winged Swallow and Beautiful, Splendid and Variable Sunbird were seen. We had hardly walked 
more than 100 metres, so we carried on a little further before stopping overlooking a damp area of grassland. Blue-
bellied Roller was the highlight with a flying African Harrier-hawk thrown in. 
 
Our journey back was only broken a few times with Willow Warbler and perhaps a highlight for many African 
Golden Oriole. Yellow-breasted Apalis showed a couple of times, a pair of Greater Blue-eared Starling and a Fanti 
Saw-wing - a black hirundine careering around like it was a fighter pilot! 
 
We settled back at dock and took time to enjoy our first brunch. The time during the heat of the day was then 
spent at leisure, enjoying the swimming pool, the various wooded areas, the tower hide and our own lodges. We 
reconvened at 16:30 for our afternoon excursion. Four of the group set out for the first sunset cruise and the 
remaining wildlife enthusiasts spent time exploring mudflats near to the hotel. 
 
The party of four headed out to the Gambia River via the Mandina Bolon tributary (bolon meaning creek). We 
enjoyed a number of new sightings, although highlights definitely included several Ospreys catching fish and 
various close encounters with egrets and herons; particularly Goliath! The boat trip was relaxing, warm and 
peaceful and we covered several miles as we navigated the mangrove river system. At the river mouth we spotted 
Yellow-billed Stork, Pink-backed Pelican, Caspian and Royal Terns. Our return leg took us into quieter channels 
where we encountered a group of African Wattled Lapwing and two West African Crocodiles before good views 
of a Marsh Mongoose hunting along a muddy bank. As the sun set over the vast area, we took note of the great 
wildlife we spotted and enjoyed the remainder of our drinks onboard. 
 
The other larger group headed into forest habitat before venturing through scrub, farmland and then to an area of 
open mudflats. The group had lots of new encounters with a vast array of birds including highlights with Northern 
Puffback, African Paradise Flycatcher, Ahanta Francolin, African Pygmy Kingfisher, Lizard Buzzard, Yellow-
fronted Tinkerbird, White-crested Helmetshrike, Northern Black Flycatcher, Pin-tailed Whydah and Northern 
Crombec.  
 
The tally for the day had reached almost 100 bird species, a truly remarkable number for our first exploration of 
the area. After another fine three course meal and beverages we completed our bird log and made our final 
arrangements for our second day; where we’d head off to Lamin Rice Fields. 
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Day 3                                                                                     Sunday 20th March 

Our first venture outside the confides of the mangroves and lodge today as we headed to Lamin Rice Fields. This 
famous site is a farmed area of flooded marshes. During the dry season the crops contain sweet potato, onion and 
maize along with fruiting trees. When the rains come, the area is mostly under water and rice is the predominant 
crop.  
 
We walked along a bund giving good views over the pools and channels, birds appearing in all directions. Black 
Heron, African Spoonbill, various egrets appeared as did several migrant waders; Green and Wood Sandpiper as 
well as a Common Ringed Plover. Doves and pigeons cooed from every tree it seemed whilst Hooded Vultures 
and Black and Yellow-billed Kites cruised and circled overhead.  
 
Several species were new for the group including White-billed Buffalo Weaver, Shikra, Black Crake, African Sacred 
Ibis and African Jacana. Senegal Thick-knee, Blue-breasted Bee-eater, Yellow-billed Shrike, Grey Woodpecker and 
Northern Black Flycatcher all made decent appearances. A perched Lizard Buzzard was a nice find, showing the 
white undersides, pale grey upperparts and black stripe vertically through the throat. Other wildlife including 
Widow and Red Basker Dragonfly, Dark Grass Blue and African Tiger were spotted as we made our way back to 
the bus. 
 
From our morning stop we spent an hour exploring the Abuko Reserve, although time of day and rumbling 
stomachs didn’t keep us here long. On the walk, two Violet Turacos posed long enough for everyone to get views. 
From the tower hide we enjoyed scanning the pool and West African Crocodile, African Mud Turtle and African 
Darter hunted, coming up with fish several times. From nearby foliage sprung a flock of Black-necked Weavers 
and more distantly a Palm-nut Vulture spent the entire time relaxing in a palm tree. A squirrel made an appearance 
but not long enough for a proper identification. African Spirit butterflies fluttered through the understorey on our 
return walk. 
 
We journeyed the short drive to Calypso Restaurant alongside the Atlantic Ocean. This super spot gave us some 
new birds and a delicious lunch when it eventually arrived; definitely on Gambian time. Yellow-casqued Hornbill 
and Audouin’s Gull made fantastic appearances along with Black Heron performing a fantastic hunting display 
and hence the name ‘Umbrella Bird’ as it opened its wings in the shape of an unbrella to create a shaded area in 
which to fish. Crocodiles, a one-legged Grey Heron, Yellow Wagtail, African Silverbill, Grey-headed Gull, Caspian, 
Royal and Sandwich Terns, Little Bee-eater and Splendid and Beautiful Sunbirds made for fine birding. 
 
Our last stop for the day was Kotu Bridge and although with high tide we were unable to navigate along the edge 
of the mangroves, we did spot Purple Roller, Malachite Kingfisher, Whimbrel perching bizarrely on wires and 
Wire-tailed and Red-chested Swallows. 
 
Driving back to base we stopped to purchase some local fruits from a street seller and the sweetness of the bananas 
was delicious, as indeed was our dinner. Checklists complete, we relaxed for the rest of the evening. 
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Day 4                                                                                    Monday 21st March 

Our day began at 7am as usual, before leaving for a canoe ride to Kubuneh. This small village sits alongside the 
tributary to the Mandina Bolon and is a great birding spot. The cruise downstream started with Grey Plover, 
Malachite Kingfisher and Senegal Parrot. As we navigated, we picked up a couple of Blue-cheecked Bee-eaters, 
Common Ringed Plover, Senegal Thick-knee and Striated Heron. The slow-moving canoe is a great way to observe 
wildlife and often allows a very close approach. 
 
We pulled ashore at Kubuneh and immediately our leader spotted a Crimson-speckled Footman resting on a grass 
stem. As we walked around the village, we encountered several fantastic birds including Black-billed Wood Dove, 
Yellow-fronted Canary, Violet Turaco, Fine-spotted Woodpecker, Blackcap Babbler and Northern Grey-headed 
Sparrow. Alongside a ginormous Kapok Tree, we encountered our first Gambian Sun Squirrel and also two Bruce’s 
Green Pigeons sitting in a Baobab. This was a fantastic view in good light, a memorable way to finish our morning 
walk.  
 
As we returned to the canoes and made our way back, our leader struck gold once more with an African Finfoot 
crossing the river, although unfortunately both boats were not side-by-side so not everyone managed to see it. 
Black and Yellow-billed Kites cruised overhead along with Hooded Vultures, a daily theme with these birds, 
however today was our lucky day as two Beaudouin’s Snake Eagles flew overhead too, circling for many minutes! 
 
During our downtime a few people staying close to the pool to enjoy the birds drinking and bathing with White-
throated Bee-eaters, Fanti Saw-wings and a Pied Kingfisher making for great entertainment. Others went for a 
walk and encountered a few new species, despite the heat of the day, including Senegal Eremomela, Melodious 
Warbler and Brown Babbler. 
 
The group split once more for the afternoon adventures with four completing the sunset cruise and the others 
enjoying a walk around Nambikala. We started off well with Green-headed Sunbird and Ahanta Spurfowl, both 
super localised birds. Brown-throated Wattle-eye, Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher and African Thrush showed by 
the water tower. Later we encountered several smaller birds, with lots of Village Weavers, Red-billed Firefinch and 
also plenty of sunbirds. Another highlight included Green Wood Hoopoes, feeding in the trees, and giving decent 
observations. Then another real treat in the form of two Klaas’s Cuckoos that fed in a few trees, giving splendid 
photographic opportunities. 
 
We also enjoyed a decent array of raptors during the walk with Dark-chanting Goshawk, Lizard Buzzard, African 
Harrier-hawk and a fine Lanner Falcon soaring overhead. Namaqua Dove, three species of hornbill and Yellow-
crowned Gonolek ended a most fabulous evening walk.  

Day 5                                                                                  Tuesday 22nd March 

Our second local day where we headed on a walk in the morning towards the donkey and horse sanctuary, picking 
up birds along the way. The guides and our leader worked together to pick out some tricky birds including Green-
headed Sunbird, Black Scimitarbill and Greater Honeyguide. Walking along the main track gave us opportunity to 
scan both sides with ease and soon we were amongst lots of sunbirds, African Paradise Flycatcher and flocks of 
Pin-tailed Whydah and Red-billed Firefinch. Yellow-crowned Gonolek skulked in the shadows and a brief juvenile 
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Village Indigobird was seen by some. Senegal Eremomela was seen a few times too and eventually everyone 
managed to see this tiny bright yellow bird. The highlights though for many were a Bearded Barbet posing well in 
good light and later a smashing male Pygmy Sunbird that literally flitted above our heads! 
 
During the downtime and before our final outing of the day Yellow-breasted Apalis, Short-toed Eagle and Pied-
winged Swallow were seen around the lodge. Some enjoyed a session of photographic Lightroom tuition during 
the break too, which was a good use of time. Others went swimming or kayaking so it was a pleasant break, no 
matter what choice of entertainment one fancied. 
 
Our afternoon walk was most enjoyable too, as we headed to a different part of Nambikala. The remaining four 
in the tour party headed off for their sunset cruise, spotting Yellow-billed Stork, Pink-backed Pelican, several 
Osprey and West African Crocodile. As the rest of the group left the lodge, our leader spotted a Lesser Honeyguide, 
a bird that helps to guide honey collectors to the nests apparently. We walked towards the sun and initially we did 
not pick up a great deal, apart from a group of White-crested Helmetshrikes and other common species we’d seen 
earlier. We gathered pace though as some birds posed nicely for photographs including Lizard Buzzard, Senegal 
Parrot and Swallow-tailed Bee-eater. Our guide took time to show us some of the trees and their uses in cooking, 
drinking or for domestic purposes. 
 
We criss-crossed a few tracks and with the sun now on our backs we started our return loop. This was met with 
some new birds including Black-winged Bishops in their dry season plumage as well as two Eurasian Hoopoe, 
foraging on the sandy track. A Glossy-backed Drongo (now split from Fork-tailed Drongo), perched on vegetation 
keeping an eye on proceedings. As the sun started setting, we utilised the nice light to shoot some images in 
silhouette including a Black Kite, a female African Grey Hornbill and another drongo. We also had success in 
spotting a Dark Chanting Goshawk perched in a lone tree and a pair of Viellot’s Barbet, which allowed for a very 
close approach.  
 
Our final section of our walk was uninterrupted and apart from enjoying the site of a huge African Fan Palm, that 
we’d learned about earlier, we returned back to the lodge for a quick shower and then another fine three-course 
meal. We all retired looking forward to a decent night’s sleep with the exciting forecast of a trip out to Kartong 
Wetlands and to the coastline shared with Senegal. 

Day 6                                                                              Wednesday 23rd March 

For our second full day out of Mandina Lodge we headed to Kartong Wetland. After the usual early start and 
coffee, we took our bus across to the coast, via Gunjar. We stopped suddenly on route as an eagle had been 
spotted, which turned out to be a Western Banded Eagle, showing the very distinctive broad black and white tail 
bands. At the same spot on the side of the road was Lizard Buzzard, Violet Turaco and a Shikra!  
 
We continued on to pools, perhaps the result of an old quarry where we had smashing views of several species of 
wader, kingfishers and two Mottled Spinetails. A Blue-breasted Kingfisher was the highlight though as it posed 
beautifully on a bank. At Kartong itself we paid our entry fee to a man who appeared from nowhere and we 
proceeded to scout the main track to the beach. Rufous-crowned Roller, Black-crowned Tchagra, Melodious 
Warbler, Common Whitethroat, Long-tailed Glossy Starling and two fabulous Blue-bellied Rollers all made 
appearances. At the beach, we enjoyed a delicious freshly squeezed fruit juice of orange and jack fruit, whilst 
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scanning the vast roosting colonies of terns; including Caspian, Royal, Lesser Crested and Sandwich. Two Osprey 
flew and dived in the ocean, a strange sight to see when one thinks about the species hunting in Scottish lochs! 
Some of the group decided to walk along the beach where through mangroves and tidal pools we found Kentish 
Plover, Redshank, Greenshank, Whimbrel, Common Ringed Plover, Turnstone, Oystercatcher, Sanderling, but 
best of all a White-fronted Plover.  
 
After enjoying the Fiddler Crabs along the muddy pools, we heading to Sanyang for lunch at the Rainbow 
Restaurant. After a brief stay, we made the short ride to Tanji Fish Market, where we headed to the beach through 
a throng of huts and fish related paraphernalia. At the beach we could see what the fuss was all about, with a vast 
fleet of boats and masses of people; fisherman, buyers and sellers all frantically going about their business. We 
weaved in and out of the melee and scanned for birds along the shoreline. Grey-headed, Kelp, Slender-billed and 
Black-headed Gulls were present in number, along with a small group of Bar-tailed Godwit and Sanderling. The 
bustling activity eventually brought our short stay to an end as we cut back threw the fish smoking houses to re-
join the bus and return to Mandina. 
 
Safely back in familiar territory, we enjoyed some leisure time and a swim before dinner. Four of the group took 
the leader up on his offer of a guided night walk and we enjoyed the stillness and sounds of the forest. Many 
species of bat were spotted, along with some Burrowing Wolf Spiders, Common Nephele moths (in the same 
family as hawkmoths), a Marsh Mongoose and a Whipscorpion Damon medius, hiding in an old abandoned termite 
mound. 

Day 7                                                                                  Thursday 24th March 

Our final full day spent in The Gambia, we took a trip back down to Buffulotto due to the timing of the tides. We 
walked further into the bush this time, although the journey down once again produced some lovely birds including 
Blue-breasted, Malachite and Pied Kingfisher, Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, African Darter, Purple Heron, Whimbrel 
and an Osprey. The still conditions and slowly rising sun made for a peaceful and enjoyable cruise as we approached 
the oyster farm. We disembarked and walked slowly through allotments and open areas in search of wildlife. 
 
It was definitely quieter than our first visit to the site, however we were now more in-tune with our surroundings 
and indeed the wildlife, so it was easy to pick out the common species and look for something a little more 
interesting, including several Crimson-speckled Footman moths. One of the first highlights though was of a 
perched Lanner Falcon, high in a baobab tree. It sat motionless until a Squacco Heron flew passed and it took off 
and dived at lightning speed, just missing it as the heron plummeted out of the sky into cover of a bush! The falcon 
swung around and returned to its perch.  
 
From a distance we could see Senegal Parrots entering a nest hole in another baobab. We paused alongside an 
allotment and watched the array of species dropping in behind or on the perimeter wall. Red-billed Firefinch, 
Bronze Mannikin and Black-winged Red Bishop were common, intermingled with a few Namaqua Dove, Piapiac 
and a Long-tailed Glossy Starling. After a few minutes we heard a Yellow-throated Leaflove but it did not show, 
however we did watch a Violet-backed Sunbird feeding upside-down from yellow flowers of a Gmelina tree.  
 
It was time for breakfast and a Tawny-flanked Prinia briefly showed itself on our way to the canoes, before a pair 
of Red-necked Falcons passed close overhead. The sun was heating up and the light was changing as we navigated 
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the 30 minutes back to camp. A full breakfast was consumed with ample amounts of Italian filtered coffee before 
we each headed off to enjoy the mid-day rest period. 
 
The afternoon session took us up river to an area of cultivation allotments called Kambujeh. The local guides had 
to work a little harder paddling into a strong current as the tide was beginning to recede. We had several species 
we’d seen earlier in the trip and we enjoyed the scenic aspect of the mangroves and associated birds. As we 
approached the landing area a group of boys were enjoying bathing and playing in the river. They chatted to us as 
we exited our canoes. We headed into an area of cultivations, with small square plots with raised edges where chili 
peppers, onions, hibiscus and other crops were growing. We were looking for an owl, a very cool owl with two 
sets of ‘eyes’. The Pearl-spotted Owlet soon appeared and gave wonderful views as it sat out in the open on a palm 
frond. 
 
As we made our way back to the boats, so as not to get stuck on a sand bank, we encountered a small group of 
finches and then a new butterfly, a Common Scarlet, the hindwing markings clearly showing the difference that 
they have during the dry season, with much more faded spotting. The journey downstream was much quicker with 
the current in our favour. We spotted African Wattled Lapwing, Giant Kingfisher, a troop of over forty Guinea 
Baboons and a super Yellow-winged Bat, which posed upside-down for photographs! Another super end to the 
day and to a memorable week, still with our last excursion planned for the morning. It was only left for the tour 
leader to discover a Red-clawed Scorpion in his bathroom during the evening, the book only giving notice to a 
toxicity of unknown potency! 

Day 8                                                                                       Friday 25th March 

Our final outing together and after coffee and biscuits, we walked along the main track towards Makasutu Forest. 
The track is wide to give good views over the surrounding trees and scrub. Within a few minutes the simple note 
of a Violet-backed Starling was picked out and a female bird was spotting high in a tree. It staying long enough for 
everyone to admire it. Sunbirds continued to flit in and out, constantly on the move and rarely resting. A male 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird did pose suitably for its bright red chest to burn bright in the rising sun. 
 
As we continued, we heard the distinctive calls of Stone Partridge and Double-spurred Francolin, but 
unsurprisingly their elusive nature kept them hidden amongst the dry grass and scrub. Violet and then a Green 
Turaco delighted us too, with the latter the first of the trip, perching in bare trees. The squeaky gate song of Brown-
throated Wattle-eye was also easy to pick out.  
 
We approached the entrance to the forest reserve area and a small group of White Helmetshrikes came into view 
and, like bandits, kept an eye on us as they jumped and bounced around the trees. Our guides quickly tracked down 
a pair of roosting Northern White-faced Owls perching high in invasive eucalyptus trees inside the main gate. One 
was more visible than the other and photographs were possible. The small craft market was open and we checked 
out the bargains on offer before retracing our steps to the lodge. 
 
After final packing, a delightful presentation to the staff and guides, we made our way to the airport and onwards 
home. A truly wonderful trip and bird rich wildlife bonanza was had, with lots of special moments in the warm 
tropical climate. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 
tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
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Checklist 
 
Birds (H = Heard only) 
 

     March 2022 
Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus               H 
Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus   Y H Y Y     H 
Ahanta Francolin Francolinus ahantensis   Y   Y Y       
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris         Y       
White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata     Y     Y     
Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis   Y   Y Y       
African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus     Y Y         
African Spoonbill Platalea alba   Y Y Y Y       
Striated Heron  Butorides striata   Y Y Y Y Y     
Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides     Y       Y   
Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   Y Y Y Y Y     
Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala   Y Y Y   Y     
Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath   Y   Y Y       
Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea Y Y   Y Y   Y   
Great Egret  Ardea alba Y Y Y Y Y Y Y   
Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca   Y Y     Y     
Little Egret  Egretta garzetta   Y Y Y Y Y     
Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis   Y Y Y Y Y Y   
Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta   Y Y Y Y Y     
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus           Y     
Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens   Y Y Y Y Y     
Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus   Y Y Y Y Y Y   
White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus       Y         
African Darter  Anhinga rufa   Y Y Y Y   Y   
African Finfoot Podica senegalensis       Y         
Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   Y   Y Y Y Y   
Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus           Y     
Black Kite  Milvus migrans   Y Y Y Y       
Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis     Y Y Y Y Y   
Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus         Y       
Western Banded Snake 
Eagle Circaetus cinerascens           Y     
Beaudouin's Snake Eagle  Circaetus beaudouini       Y         
African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus   Y   Y Y Y Y   
Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates       Y Y       
Shikra  Accipiter badius     Y     Y     
Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus   Y Y Y Y Y     
Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera           Y Y   
Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus       Y Y   Y   
Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra     Y           
African Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio madagascariensis           Y     
Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis   Y Y Y Y Y Y   
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     March 2022 
Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus           Y     
Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus     Y     Y     
Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus   Y Y Y   Y Y   
African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus   Y Y       Y   
Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola       Y   Y     
Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     Y Y   Y     
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius         Y       
White-fronted Plover  Charadrius marginatus           Y     
Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus           Y     
African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus     Y           
Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica           Y     
Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Common Redshank  Tringa totanus   Y   Y   Y Y   
Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia   Y Y Y Y Y     
Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus     Y           
Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola     Y     Y     
Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos   Y   Y Y Y Y   
Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres           Y     
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus           Y     
Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii     Y           
Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei           Y     
Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus           Y     

Grey-headed Gull  
Chroicocephalus 
cirrocephalus     Y     Y     

Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica Y     Y     Y   
Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia   Y Y     Y     
Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus   Y Y   Y Y     
Lesser Crested Tern  Thalasseus bengalensis           Y     
Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis   Y Y   Y Y Y   
Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea     Y   Y   Y Y 
Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus   Y   Y Y Y     
Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer   Y   Y Y Y Y Y 
Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis       Y   Y Y   
Bruce's Green Pigeon  Treron waalia       Y         
African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus   Y       Y     
Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus Y   Y Y Y   Y   
Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa               Y 
Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea   Y Y Y Y Y   Y 
Western Plantain-Eater  Crinifer piscator Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis     Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas       Y         
Northern White-faced Owl  Ptilopsis leucotis               Y 
Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum     H       Y   
Mottled Spinetail  Telacanthura ussheri           Y     
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     March 2022 
Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Purple Roller/Rufous-
crowned Roller  Coracias naevius           Y     
Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus Y   Y     Y Y   
Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster   Y Y     Y     
Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus     Y           
Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica   Y Y Y Y Y Y   
African Pygmy Kingfisher  Ispidina picta   Y             
Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus Y Y Y Y     Y   
Shining-blue Kingfisher  Alcedo quadribrachys   Y         Y   
Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima   Y Y   Y Y Y   
Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Swallow-tailed Bee-Eater  Merops hirundineus       Y Y       
Little Bee-Eater  Merops pusillus   Y Y Y Y       
White-throated Bee-Eater  Merops albicollis   Y   Y Y Y Y Y 
Blue-cheeked Bee-Eater  Merops persicus   Y Y Y Y   Y   
Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops         Y       
Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus     Y Y         
Black Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus aterrimus         Y       
African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus   Y   Y         
African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus   Y   Y Y       
Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Yellow-casqued Hornbill Ceratogymna elata     Y           
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus   Y   H         
Vieillot's Barbet  Lybius vieilloti         Y       
Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius   Y     Y Y Y   
Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor         Y       
Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator         Y   H   
Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera   Y   Y         
African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae   Y Y Y Y   Y   
Brown-throated Wattle-Eye  Platysteira cyanea   Y   Y Y     Y 
White-crested Helmetshrike  Prionops plumatus   Y   Y Y     Y 
Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus         Y Y   H 
Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis   Y     Y       
Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus   Y   Y Y H H H 
Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina   Y Y       Y   
African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus   Y   H   Y     
Glossy-backed Drongo  Dicrurus divaricatus   Y Y   Y       
Red-bellied Paradise 
Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer     Y Y Y     Y 
African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis   Y     Y   Y   
Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer   Y Y Y     Y   
Pied Crow  Corvus albus Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Yellow-throated Leaflove Atimastillas flavicollis             H   
Fanti Saw-Wing  Psalidoprocne obscura Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica           Y     
Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida   Y Y Y   Y Y   
Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii     Y           
Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma   Y Y Y Y   Y   
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     March 2022 
Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Mosque Swallow  Cecropis senegalensis           Y     
Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura   Y   Y Y     Y 
Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus   Y     Y       
Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta       Y   Y     
Common Whitethroat Sylvia cantillans           Y     
Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava             Y   
Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida   Y     Y       
Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata         H       
Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla       Y Y     Y 
Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii     Y Y         
Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus       Y H       
Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus   Y             
Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus   Y   Y   Y Y   
Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus           Y     
African Thrush  Turdus pelios   Y   Y   Y     
Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla Y Y   Y     Y Y 
Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides   Y Y     Y     
Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus   Y   Y Y Y Y   
Western Violet-backed 
Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei             Y   
Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis       Y Y       
Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura         Y       
Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis       Y Y     Y 
Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus   Y Y Y Y   Y Y 
Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus   Y     Y   Y   
Northern Grey-headed 
Sparrow  Passer griseus       Y   Y     
White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris     Y         Y 
Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis     Y Y         
Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Black-winged Red Bishop  Euplectes hordeaceus         Y   Y Y 
Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala   Y   Y Y Y Y   
Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus   Y   Y Y Y     
Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens   Y   Y         
Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda   Y             
Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata Y Y Y Y Y Y Y   
Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata         Y       
Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura   Y   Y Y Y     
Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava     Y   Y Y     
Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica       Y         

 
 
Mammals 
 

     March 2022 
Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Guinea Baboon Papio papio Y   Y     Y Y Y 
Green Vervet/Callithrix 
Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
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     March 2022 
Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Gambian Epauletted Fruit 
Bat Epomophorus gambianus Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Peter's Dwarf Epauletted 
Fruit Bat Micropteropus pusillus            Y     
Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus       Y     Y   
Marsh Mongoose Atilax paludinosus   Y   Y   Y     
Yellow-winged Bat               Y   

 
Others 
 

     March 2022 
Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Butterflies                   
  Papilionidae                 
Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus       Y         
  Pieridae                 
Small Grass Yellow Eurema brigatta       Y         
African Emigrant Catopsilia florella       Y Y       
African Spirit Leptosia alcesta     Y   Y       
Common Dotted Border Mylothris chloris         Y       
  Lycaenidae                 
African (Dark) Grass 
Blue Zizeeria knysna     Y           
Common Scarlet               Y   
  Nymphalidae                 
African Tiger Danaus chrysippus Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
  Nymphalidae                 
African Tiger Danaus chrysippus Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
River Sailor Neptis serena   Y             
                    
Dragonflies                   
Widow Dragonfly Palpopleura portia     Y           
Black Percher Diplacodes lefebvrei   Y             
Red Basker Crocothemis erythraea   Y Y Y   Y     
Strong Skimmer Orthetrum brachiale           Y     
                    
Reptiles                   
Nile Monitor Lizard Varanus niloticus Y               
Agama Lizard Agama agama Y   Y Y Y Y Y   
West African Crocodile Crocodylus suchus   Y Y Y Y       
African Mud Turtle Pelusios castaneus     Y           
                    
Fish                   
Atlantic Mudskipper Periophthalmus papillo Y Y Y Y Y Y Y   
Guinean Tilapia Tilapia guineensis       Y   Y     
                    
Moths                   
Crimson-speckled 
Footman Utetheisa pulchella     Y Y     Y   
Common Nephele  Nephele comma           Y     
                    
Arachnids                   
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     March 2022 
Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Whipscorpion Damon medius           Y     
Red-clawed Scorpion Butheoloides sp.             Y   
                    
Miscellaneous                   
African Giant Snail Achatina sp.          Y       
West African Mangrove 
Oyster Crassostrea tulipa   Y   Y Y   Y Y 
Antlion Myrmeleon sp.    Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Driver Ants Dorylus sp.          Y       
West African Fiddler 
Crab Uca tangeri Y Y Y Y Y Y Y   
Termite Odontotermes sp.       Y       Y 
Stick Mantis Danuria sp.         Y       

 
 
Plants 
 

     March 2022 
Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
FLOWERING PLANTS ANGIOSPERMS                 

Magnoliidae (Dicotyledons)                 
Acanthus Family Acanthaceae                 
Black Mangrove Avicennia germinans Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Blue Pussyleaf/Rice 
Farm Grass Nelsonia canescens     Y   Y Y Y   
                    
Cashew Family Anacardiaceae                 
Cashew Tree Anacardium occidentale Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Mango Mngifera indica   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
                    
Dogbane Family Apocynaceae                 
Sodom Apple Calotropis procera             Y   
Monkey's Shuttle Strophanthus samentosus         Y     Y 
                    
Cocoplum Family Chrysobalanaceae                 
Gingerbread Plum Neocarya macrophylla         Y       
                    
Bindweed Family Convolvulaceae                 
Beach Morning Glory Ipomoea pes-caprae       Y         
                    
Pea Family Fabaceae                 
Velvet Tamarind Dialium guineense       Y         
Bell-flowered Mimosa Dichrostachys cinerea         Y       
African Locust Bean 
Tree Parkia biglobosa   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
Flamboya Tree Delonix regia     Y           
                    
Deadnettle Family Lamiaceae                 
Gumbar Tree/Gamhar Gmelina arborea         Y Y   Y 
Bushmint Hyptis suaveolens   Y     Y     Y 
                    
Mallow Family Malvaceae                 
Baobab  Adansia digitata   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
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     March 2022 
Common name Scientific name 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Kapok Tree Ceiba petandra       Y         
                    
Mulberry Family Moraceae                 
Strangler Fig Ficus craterostema?     Y           
                    
Four O'Clock Family Nyctaginaceae                 
Bourganvillia Bourganvillea spectabilis   Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
                    
Mangrove Family Rhizophorceae                 
Red Mangrove Rhizophora mangle Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
                    
Palm Family Arecaceae                 
Black Rhun Palm/African 
Fan Palm Borassus aethiopium         Y Y Y Y 
Coconut Cocos nucifera     Y Y   Y Y Y 
African Oil Palm Elaeis guineensis     Y Y   Y Y Y 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Green Sandpiper 


