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Tour participants: Rob Mileto (leader), Lamin Sanneh, Amandou Bojang, Alagie Bojang, Mass Jammel (local 
guides) with ten Naturetrek clients 
 
Day 1          Friday 4th November 
 
London Gatwick to Mandina Lodge, The Gambia 
 
Having all met up in Gatwick, we left a cold and showery London for the hot and tropical Gambia. Leaving the 
clouds behind, we flew in blue skies over the high Atlas Mountains and across the seemingly barren but surprisingly 
varied landscape of the Sahara Desert. We arrived at Banjul airport in the late afternoon and stepped off the plane 
into 36-degree heat. 
 
Immigration formalities were relatively swiftly done and then we were on the coach south to Mandina Lodge. The 
roadside power lines sported the likes of Laughing and Mourning Doves as well as Western Plantain-eater. 
Roadside trees and even a lamppost held Hooded Vultures. On nearing the Lodge, the track was awash with 
Guinea Baboons, including many cute babies.... And then we were there, sat at the bar with a cold beer and listening 
to Linda (our host) tell us about how the days would be spent, as well as the chirping of fruit bats and shrill piping 
of Senegal Thick-knees. A Blue-breasted Kingfisher also put in a welcome appearance just as we were heading for 
our rooms. 
 
Refreshed, we met up at 8pm for a lovely dinner and then bed.  
 
Day 2         Saturday 5th November 
 
Bafuloto AM, the mudflats or sunset cruise PM 
 
Tea/coffee and biscuits were enjoyed with the sunrise at 7:15am. Mourning Collared Doves were numerous and 
busy calling and courting. We managed to pick out a few Red-eyed Doves amongst them.  
 
Hot drinks downed, we boarded canoes and set off downstream. The floating lodges were topped by Speckled 
Pigeon and the red mangroves held Common Sandpiper and Eurasian Whimbrel, waiting for the tide to fall and 
their breakfast to be exposed. As we slowly paddled downstream (I say 'we', but was the local guides doing all the 
hard work!) Blue-breasted Kingfisher displayed over our heads and a Purple Heron floated over. The mangroves 
harboured White-throated Bee-eater, Mangrove and Variable Sunbird. 
 
We landed at Bafuloto, next to the Senegal Thick-knees and were almost immediately surrounded by a host of 
birds. Little Bee-eater, Malachite Kingfisher and Black-necked Weaver were all quickly spotted. A Splendid Sunbird 
certainly lived up to its name and a Shining Blue Kingfisher was indeed shining and blue. We only walked some 
300 metres but the sightings came thick and fast; Northern Red Bishop, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu, Long-tailed 
Glossy Starling, Red-billed Firefinch, Blackcap and Brown Babbler, Piapiac and a glorious Scarlet-chested Sunbird. 
Bird names were often called simultaneously, making it tricky to know where to look! Sightings of Agama Lizard, 
African Giant Snail and Small Orange Acrea butterfly showed we didn't just look at birds! 
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We were due for brunch at 10am, so had to drag ourselves back to the canoes around 9:20, though still managed 
to sneak in another look at the stunning Shining Blue Kingfisher. 
 
Paddling back, an Osprey was a welcome treat and we arrived only a few minutes late for brunch. Lovely as brunch 
was, most still took a break from it to spot Bronze Mannakin, Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bats and a cracking 
Beaudouin's Snake Eagle. 
 
After brunch was the checklist, then relaxing by the pool or in the grounds, but even then, with the likes of Yellow-
billed Kite and Senegal Batis putting in appearances. 
 
At 3:30pm, we headed for the nearby water tanks. Here we had a tantalising glimpse of a 
Lavender Waxbill, but otherwise there was no action, so we headed off to the mangrove edge and spotted a flight 
of several Yellow-billed Storks floating overhead. Then, walking back through the lodge car park, there was a 
stonking Blue-breasted Kingfisher perched in a bush just a few metres away. 
 
Having placed our order for dinner, four headed off on a sunset cruise (and saw Goliath Heron) whilst the rest of 
us walked to 'the mudflats'. Initially, it was rather quiet, but we were soon into flurries of activity with some corking 
birds seen. Black-crowned Tchagra, Fanti Saw-wing, Blue-spotted and Black-billed Wood Dove were a great start. 
As we pushed on there was Grey-backed Cameroptera and Swallow-tailed Bee-eater. However, the star bird was 
probably a perched African Harrier-Hawk with the bright orange wattle of breeding 'plumage'. 
 
At the mudflats themselves there was Striated Heron, Western Red-billed Hornbill and African Wattled Lapwing 
to enjoy. The harrier-hawk put in another brief appearance, placing one leg deep into a hole in a palm in search of 
chick prey. It failed to find any. 
 
We walked back as the sun set and had reasonable views of perched Lizard Buzzard. 
 
Dinner was enjoyed and brought a fine day to a close. 
 
Day 3            Sunday 6th November 
 
Kartong AM, Tanji PM 
 
We started the day with a continental breakfast and were off for a day out by 7:30am. Not far from the lodge, a 
Shikra was spotted in a nearby tree and shortly afterwards, a Lizard Buzzard lurked in another tree. We picked up 
AJ and Mass at the main road and off we set for Kartong. En route, we had excellent views of Blue-bellied Roller 
and Double-spurred Spurfowl. The latter uncharacteristically perched prominently on top of a wall. 
 
At a large pool near Kartong, a Palm-nut Vulture gave excellent scope views, as did a large basking Nile Monitor. 
Kartong itself was awash with White-faced Whistling Duck and Pied Kingfisher and we had many sightings of 
Osprey, one with a sizable silvery fish glinting in the morning sun.  As we strolled beachward down a wide track, 
we saw the likes of Black-headed Heron, Yellow-crowned Gonolek, Northern Red Bishop, Woodland Kingfisher, 
Green Wood Hoopoe, Yellow-billed Oxpecker, Vieillot’s and Bearded Barbets. 
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At one point, three egret species (Great, Intermediate and Cattle) graciously sat in the same bare tree affording an 
excellent opportunity to spot the differences between them. Meanwhile, Pink-backed Pelicans floated lazily 
overhead and Black-headed Weavers busied themselves nest building. 
 
After the hot walk, the coastal breeze and cold drinks from an entrepreneurial local resident were very welcome. 
Here in a fruiting fig were Lesser Blue-eared Starling and another Vieillot’s Barbet. Refreshed, we headed out onto 
the beach where Sandwich, Caspian and the recently split West African Crested Tern regularly patrolled over the 
shoreline. On the shoreline itself Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, Common Ringed and Grey Plover busily foraged. 
 
From here it was off to lunch at Tanji Eco Lodge where Red-billed Firefinch, Black-necked Weaver, the shy Green-
headed Sunbird, a surprise Blackcap and a gorgeous Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher came down to drink of bathe 
at the bespoke shallow pool that had been built for them. 
 
Fed and watered, we headed for the experience that is Tanji beach. The fish market on the beach was sight to 
behold – a riot of colour, smell, noise and activity. Hundreds of people dressed in bold reds, blues, yellows and 
greens awaiting and receiving fish by the bowl-load from equally colourful boats with a myriad of squabbling Grey-
headed Gulls and the odd West African Crested Tern picking off the discarded and dropped fish. It was an 
apparently chaotic and evocative African scene that will linger in the memory.  
 
In the latish afternoon we drove back to a welcome shower/swim and the checklist with beer and a Western Reef 
Egret. 
 
Dinner was at the usual 7:45pm. 
 
Day 4           Monday 7th November 
 
Nyambekala AM, Woodland walk or sunset cruise PM 
 
The dawn hot drink was followed by a stroll to Nyambekala, an area of peanut cultivation. However, we barely 
made it there because of stops on the way. 
 
To start with, it was mostly the usual suspects - all four of the common doves (Mourning Collared, Red-eyed, 
Vinaceous and Laughing) but then newbies for the trip started putting in an appearance. The Dark Chanting 
Goshawk and African Green Pigeon were impressive... the Tawny-flanked Prinia, less so! 
 
At one point a Levaillant's Cuckoo in the same bush as a Senegal Coucal caused some confusion but most ended 
up seeing both. Guinea and Violet Turaco were seen by some, but all too fleetingly. 
 
At the peanut fields themselves, the owner was good enough to allow us to sample the crop. We then wandered 
back trying to avoid looking too hard so as not to be late for brunch. However, this plan was scuppered near the 
lodge when a bit of forest exploded into bird song. We saw the Grey-backed Cameroptera but the Grey-headed 
Bristlebill and Oriole Warbler eluded any views. 
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Brunch, checklist and relaxation was the order of the next five hours or so. Then a short walk around the camp 
produced fine views of Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher and Green Vervet. After ordering dinner, four went on the 
sunset cruise and were treated to amazing views of Shining Blue Kingfisher and at least three Goliath Herons. 
Some of the rest of us headed out on the ‘woodland' walk. We added Glossy-backed Drongo, African Thrush, the 
familiar Willow Warbler and the punky White-crested Helmetshrike as new birds for the trip. 
 
Day 5          Tuesday 8th November 
 
Kembujeh AM, Paul’s area PM 
 
After the mini breakfast we boarded the canoes and set off upstream. Green Vervets were catching the early 
morning sun in the mangroves and a little further up, Guinea Baboons were doing the same draped all over the 
tower and walls at 'base camp' (the original Mandina lodge). Arriving at Kembujeh rice fields a Grey Kestrel passed 
over, annoyingly just as many were stepping ashore or still in the canoes. African Grey Woodpecker was quickly 
found before we had even set off walking. 
 
When we did start, there was a good stream of birds to be seen. There were some old favourites, like Long-tailed 
Glossy Starling, Fanti Saw-wing, Violet Turaco (only tantalising glimpses) and a flock of White-throated Bee-eater. 
There were also some new species for the trip such as and a dinky Pearl-spotted Owlet and, later, Fine-spotted 
Woodpecker. 
 
As we strolled back the likes of Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu, Red-billed Firefinch and the stunning Western Violet-
backed Sunbird all descended to a single bush, presumably because some predator lurked amongst it, and they 
wanted to ensure it was kept in sight. Typically, as with arrival, just as we were all climbing back into the canoes, a 
Giant Kingfisher sailed past at the most inopportune moment. 
 
Paddling back was hard work against the rising tide, but we were only a few minutes late for brunch, which today 
was pleasantly interrupted by a Yellow-crowned Gonolek. 
 
After the midday break, the camp stroll had good views of African Thrush, but only a fleeting view of Little 
Greenbul. 
 
The afternoon walk was to 'Paul's area', which lies just past the cultural centre. Initially it was quite quiet, although 
we did have the best views yet of Brown-throated Wattle-eye. Things started to warm up at the cultural centre 
where a big troop of baboons had based themselves. There was plenty of grooming going on, but also typically 
fractious behaviour over a tiny infant. It was good to see baboon life unfolding before our eyes. 
 
Very soon after, a pair of Violet Turaco glided into a nice bareish tree right in front of us and one settled down to 
preen. What a change from the brief glimpses of the species we had previously seen. 
 
The rice fields near Paul's house held a nice perched Glossy-backed Drongo, Blue-bellied Roller and, new for the 
trip, a Black Kite. As we headed back, we had a double take of the previous afternoon's walk with a pair of White-
crested Helmetshrike polishing off the day nicely. 
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Day 6             Wednesday 9th November 
 
Pirang Wetlands and Pirang/Bonto Forest AM, Sanyang and Paul’s area PM 
 
This was the second of our days out, so it was a continental breakfast followed by a 7:30am departure. We turned 
left out onto the main road and headed east, up river, for the first time. Soon we were at the wetlands and ex prawn 
farm of Priang. Here there was Black-rumped Waxbill in the long grass and Mosque Swallows in the air. As we 
strolled, a Wire-tailed Swallow also put in an aerial appearance, as did African Sacred Ibis and African Spoonbill, 
the latter often mixed in with Pink-backed Pelicans. On the banks of the old prawn ponds African Wattled Lapwing 
and in more distant ponds Greater Flamingo fed. Walking back, it was good to see Grey Kestrel and Common 
Snipe fly over us. 
 
From here we headed back westwards a short distance to Priang/Bonto Forest, where we were welcomed by 
Yellow-billed Shrike. Before we had even set off from the reception area, the forest guide showed us a Northern 
White-faced Owl roosting at the top of a nearby tree. We then set off into the forest proper and pretty much 
straight to a pair of Verreaux's Eagle-Owls! These huge powerful owls look quite soppy since they sport pink 
eyelids. 
 
Our perambulation through the forest was punctuated by the likes of Little Greenbul and African Harrier-Hawk 
and even a rather horrific looking Western Whipspider, but we were primarily on a mission to try to glimpse White-
spotted Flufftail. Sadly, we failed to see it, but the Banded Snake Eagle and African Golden Oriole we saw on our 
return journey were quite a fair compensation. 
 
Chilled water back at the coach was very welcome and off we went to the Rainbow Beach restaurant at Sanyang. 
Here we had a lovely buffet lunch and, into the bargain, saw House Sparrow - new for the trip! 
 
Back near Mandina Lodge, some chose to walk back from Paul's area, and saw Paul's house! We were also treated 
to views of Bearded Barbet and Violet Turaco.  We did the checklist before dark, leaving time for a sunset swim. 
 
Day 7               Thursday 10th November 
 
Kubuneh AM, the mudflats or sunset cruise PM 
 
Today's post mini-breakfast canoe jaunt was downstream and afforded excellent views of a perched Purple Heron. 
As we stepped ashore at Kubuneh, we were greeted by a Cardinal Woodpecker which was a first for the trip. 
 
From the landing point we headed for the village and were soon amongst large baobabs, a massive kapok tree with 
snaking buttress roots and fruiting figs. It was the latter that proved most interesting as it held both African and 
Bruce's Green Pigeon, resplendent in the early morning sunshine. Nearby, a baobab held several communal large 
stick nests of White-billed Buffalo Weaver, one apparently being raided for sticks by a nest building Hooded 
Vulture... Which I'm sure would have also taken any unwary chick at the nest entrances. 
 
As we strolled back to the canoes, Black-rumped and a single Lavender Waxbill caused quite a stir... As did the 
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tiny goat kids and a hen playing stepmother to Helmeted Guineafowl chicks. As an added bonus, a young African 
Harrier-Hawk circled repeatedly over our heads. 
 
Star bird of the return canoe journey was probably the perched Giant Kingfisher. Brunch was then snapped up, 
followed by the checklist and serious relaxation. 
 
Around 3:30pm, the camp stroll yielded good views of Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher and African Thrush. An 
hour later, two went off on the sunset cruise (and saw the only Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters of the trip). Some of the 
rest headed off for the mudflats. It was very quiet, but we managed to get good views of Blackcap Babbler and a 
Lavender Waxbill as it flew to and fro, collecting nest material. On the return walk we added Senegal Eremomela 
to our bulging trip checklist, and we finally had a decent view of a Snowy-capped Robin-Chat. 
 
Day 8            Friday 11th November 
 
Mandina Lodge to London Gatwick or the Atlantic coast 
 
It was our final early morning tea and biccies, and then off strolling towards the Nyambekala area. 
 
A Guinea Turaco in a nearby bush stopped us in our tracks. It was still and not hidden, so pleasingly different 
from its usual skulking behaviour. Consequently, it provided excellent views. Elated, we strolled on... only to bump 
into two Violet Turacos displaying the same showy behaviour - what a treat! 
 
As we headed back, some monkeys in a large tree caused some discussion and turned out to be the shy Patas 
Monkey. 
 
After breakfast and packing, we said our fond farewells to our host, guides and staff who had looked after us so 
well during our stay. We then headed to the airport, where four of us said our goodbyes to the lucky others who 
were staying on by the coast for a few days.  
 
Our flight back was uneventful, and we had more excellent views of north-west Africa. We arrived at Gatwick a 
touch ahead of schedule and met up in the baggage reclaim. Here we bade each other fond farewells and made our 
ways home, full of memories of the wonderful wildlife enjoyed on our Gambian odyssey. 
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Receive our e-newsletter 
Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 
Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 
tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

    November 2022 
Common name   4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata     ✓     ✓     
Stone Partridge Ptilopachus petrosus       H     H   
Double-spurred Spurfowl Pternistis bicalcaratus   ✓ ✓ H         
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus ✓ ✓ ✓           
Pallid Swift Apus pallidus     ✓           
Little Swift Apus affinis ✓ ✓     ✓   ✓   
Western Plantain-eater Crinifer piscator ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Violet Turaco Tauraco violaceus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 
Guinea Turaco Tauraco persa       ✓       ✓ 
Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis   ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ 
Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii       ✓         
Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas       H         
Rock Dove Columba livia ✓   ✓           
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Mourning Collared Dove Streptopelia decipiens ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Vinaceous Dove Streptopelia vinacea   ✓   ✓         
Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Black-billed Wood Dove Turtur abyssinicus ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 
Blue-spotted Wood Dove Turtur afer   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   
Bruce's Green Pigeon Treron waalia             ✓   
African Green Pigeon Treron calvus       ✓     ✓   
Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus           ✓     
Senegal Thick-knee Burhinus senegalensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus     ✓           
Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   
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    November 2022 
Common name   4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola     ✓           
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     ✓           
African Jacana Actophilornis africanus     ✓           
Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica     ✓           
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres     ✓           
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago           ✓     
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   
Common Redshank Tringa totanus       ✓   ✓     
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola       ✓         
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia   ✓       ✓ ✓   
Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei     ✓           
Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus     ✓     ✓     
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus           ✓     
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
West African Crested Tern Thalasseus albididorsalis     ✓           
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis     ✓ ✓     ✓   
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis   ✓             
African Darter Anhinga rufa   ✓ ✓           
Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus     ✓   ✓       
African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus           ✓     
African Spoonbill Platalea alba           ✓     
Striated Heron Butorides striata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides     ✓     ✓     
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea     ✓     ✓     
Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala     ✓           
Goliath Heron Ardea goliath   ✓   ✓     ✓   
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea   ✓   ✓     ✓   
Great Egret Ardea alba     ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ 
Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia     ✓           
Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca     ✓       ✓   
Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis     ✓ ✓   ✓     
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   
Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens     ✓     ✓ ✓   
Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   
Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis     ✓ ✓         
Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Beaudouin's Snake Eagle Circaetus beaudouini   ✓             
Banded Snake Eagle Circaetus cinerascens           ✓     
Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus   ✓ ✓         ✓ 
Dark Chanting Goshawk Melierax metabates       ✓         
Shikra Accipiter badius     ✓   ✓   ✓   
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    November 2022 
Common name   4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Black Kite Milvus migrans         ✓       
Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum         ✓       
Northern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis leucotis           ✓     
Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus           ✓     
Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus   ✓ ✓         ✓ 
Black Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus aterrimus     ✓           
Western Red-billed Hornbill Tockus kempi ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
African Pied Hornbill Lophoceros fasciatus     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
African Grey Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus     ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
Purple Roller Coracias naevius     ✓           
Blue-bellied Roller Coracias cyanogaster   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
Blue-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon malimbica ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓ 
Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis     ✓           
African Pygmy Kingfisher Ispidina picta               ✓ 
Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
Shining-blue Kingfisher Alcedo quadribrachys   ✓             
Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus   ✓   ✓       ✓ 
Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus   ✓ ✓         ✓ 
White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis   ✓   7 ✓     ✓ 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus             ✓   
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus         ✓   ✓   
Vieillot's Barbet Lybius vieilloti     ✓ ✓         
Bearded Barbet Lybius dubius     ✓     ✓ ✓   
Fine-spotted Woodpecker Campethera punctuligera         ✓       
Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens             ✓   
African Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos goertae   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓   
Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus         ✓ ✓     
Senegal Parrot Poicephalus senegalus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
Senegal Batis Batis senegalensis   ✓             
Brown-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea   ✓ ✓ ✓ H   ✓ H 
Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus   ✓   ✓   ✓   H 
Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis       ✓         
Yellow-crowned Gonolek Laniarius barbarus   ✓ ✓ H ✓ H ✓ ✓ 
White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus       ✓ ✓     ✓ 
Yellow-billed Shrike Corvinella corvina           ✓   ✓ 
African Golden Oriole Oriolus auratus           ✓     
Glossy-backed Drongo Dicrurus divaricatus       ✓ ✓       
Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone rufiventer     ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis       ✓     ✓   
Piapiac Ptilostomus afer   ✓       ✓     
Pied Crow Corvus albus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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    November 2022 
Common name   4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Crested Lark Galerida cristata     ✓           
Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus       H         
Little Greenbul Eurillas virens   ✓       ✓     
Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus   ✓ ✓ H ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Fanti Saw-wing Psalidoprocne obscura   ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓ 
Pied-winged Swallow Hirundo leucosoma       ✓         
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii           ✓     
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     
Mosque Swallow Cecropis senegalensis           ✓     
Northern Crombec Sylvietta brachyura           ✓ ✓   
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus       ✓     ✓   
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis           H     
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava       ✓       ✓ 
Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida       H         
Oriole Warbler Hypergerus atriceps       H         
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata   ✓   ✓   H     
Senegal Eremomela Eremomela pusilla             ✓   
Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla     ✓           
Brown Babbler Turdoides plebejus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Blackcap Babbler Turdoides reinwardtii   ✓         ✓   
Lesser Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chloropterus     ✓   ✓       
Long-tailed Glossy Starling Lamprotornis caudatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus     ✓           
African Thrush Turdus pelios       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat Cossypha niveicapilla       ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Mangrove Sunbird Anthreptes gabonicus   ✓   ✓     ✓   
Western Violet-backed Sunbird Anthreptes longuemarei   ✓     ✓       
Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura   ✓             
Green-headed Sunbird Cyanomitra verticalis     ✓   ✓       
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis   ✓   ✓         
Beautiful Sunbird Cinnyris pulchellus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Splendid Sunbird Cinnyris coccinigastrus   ✓ ✓   ✓       
Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ 
Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus       ✓ ✓       
Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus   ✓ 6     ✓ ✓   
House Sparrow - I Passer domesticus           ✓     
White-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis albirostris             ✓   
Black-necked Weaver Ploceus nigricollis   ✓ ✓ ✓         
Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Black-headed Weaver Ploceus melanocephalus     ✓           
Northern Red Bishop Euplectes franciscanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Bronze Mannikin Spermestes cucullata   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   
Lavender Waxbill Glaucestrilda caerulescens   ✓         ✓ ✓ 
Black-rumped Waxbill Estrilda troglodytes           ✓ ✓   
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus   ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
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    November 2022 
Common name   4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata     ✓           
Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica   ✓             

 
Mammals 

    November 2022 
Common name Scientific name 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Mammals                   
Guinea Baboon Papio papio ✓       ✓ ✓   H 
Green Vervet/Callithrix Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   
Patas Monkey Erythrocebus patas               ✓ 
Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Mauritian Tomb Bat  Taphozous mauritianus       ✓         
Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus         ✓ ✓   ✓ 
Marsh Mongoose Atilax paludinosus       ✓         

 
Others 

Reptiles & Amphibians   
Nile Monitor Lizard Varanus niloticus 
Agama Lizard Agama agama 
West African Crocodile Crocodylus suchus 
African Common Toad Sclerophrys regularis 
    
    
Fish   
Atlantic Mudskipper Periophthalmus papillo 

 

With thanks to Russ Hedley for the following additional species lists 

Plants 
Acanthaceae 

• African Coromandel (Asystasia gangetica ssp. micrantha) 
• Bush Thunbergia (Thunbergia erecta) 

Amaranthaceae 
• Silverhead (Blutaparon vermiculare) 

Apocynaceae 
• Giant Milkweed (Calotropis procera) 

Arecaceae 
• Coconut Palm (Cocos nucifera) 

Asteraceae 
• Nodeweed (Synedrella nodiflora) 

Chrysobalanaceae 
• Gingerbread Plum (Neocarya macrophylla) 

Convolvulaceae 
• Beach Morning Glory (Ipomoea pes-caprae) 
• Littlebell (Ipomoea triloba) 
• Narrow-leaved Merremia (Xenostegia tridentata) 

Commelinaceae 
• Rat's-Ear (Commelina forskaolii) 
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Cucurbitaceae 
• Sponge Gourd (Luffa aegyptiaca) 

Euphorbiaceae 
• Coralbush (Jatropha multifida) 

Fabaceae 
• Groundnut (Arachis hypogaea) 
• Fishbone Cassia (Chamaecrista mimosoides) 
• Roundleaf Sensitive Pea (Chamaecrista rotundifolia) 
• Low Rattlebox (Crotalaria pumila) 
• Rattleweed (Crotalaria retusa) 
• Aroma (Dichrostachys cinerea) 
• Velvet Bean (Mucuna pruriens) 
• Retama (Parkinsonia aculeata) 
• American Sicklepod (Senna obtusifolia) 
• Wild Cow Pea (Vigna vexillata) 

Lamiaceae 
• Kashmir Tree (Gmelina arborea) 
• Wide Spikenard (Mesosphaerum suaveolens) 

Malvaceae 
• African Baobab (Adansonia digitata) 
• Chinese Hibiscus (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis) 
• Roselle (Hibiscus sabdariffa) 
• Spinyhead Sida (Sida acuta) 
• Caesar Weed (Urena lobata) 

Nymphaeaceae 
• Egyptian White Water-Lily (Nymphaea lotus) 

Onagraceae 
• Ludwigia erecta 

Plumbaginaceae 
• Wild Leadwort (Plumbago zeylanica) 

Poaceae 
• Pearl Millet (Cenchrus americanus) 
• Cenchrus pedicellatus 
• Pacific Island Flatsedge (Cyperus cyperoides) 
• Asian Rice (Oryza sativa) 

Rubiaceae 
• Grand Trembletop (Kohautia grandiflora) 
• Tropical Girdlepod (Mitracarpus hirtus) 

Sapindales 
• Indian Mango (Mangifera indica) 

 
Spiders and relatives 

• Adanson's House Jumper (Hasarius adansoni) 
• Banded-legged Golden Orb-web Spider (Trichonephila senegalensis) 
• Western Whipspider (Damon medius) 

Grasshoppers, Crickets and relatives 

• Blue-legged Sylvan Katydid (Zabalius ophthalmicus) 
• Southern Field Cricket (Gryllus bimaculatus) 
• Kraussaria angulifera 
• Green Milkweed Locust (Phymateus viridipes) 

Bees, Wasps, Ants and relatives 

• Black Mud Wasp (Delta emarginatum) 
• Emerald Cuckoo Wasp (Stilbum cyanurum) 
• Nigricans-group Driver Ants Complex (Dorylus nigricans) 
• African Stink Ant (Paltothyreus tarsatus) 
• Mutilla species ant 

Beetles 
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• Large Black Nest Chafer (Diplognatha gagates) 

Dragonflies and Damselflies 

• Scarlet Darter (Crocothemis erythraea) 
• Red Rockdweller (Bradinopyga strachani) 
• Portia Widow (Palpopleura portia) 
• Northern Banded Groundling (Brachythemis impartita) 
• Black Percher (Diplacodes lefebvrii) 
• Wandering Glider (Pantala flavescens) 
• Pied-Spot (Hemistigma albipunctum) 
• Blue Basker (Urothemis edwardsii) 
• Phantom Flutterer (Rhyothemis semihyalina) 
• Epaulet Skimmer (Orthetrum chrysostigma) 
• Long Skimmer (Orthetrum trinacria) 
• Pallid Spreadwing (Lestes pallidus) 
• Common Citril (Ceriagrion glabrum) 

Butterflies and Moths 

• Plain Tiger Butterfly (Danaus chrysippus) 
• Small Orange Acraea (Acraea serena) 
• African Grass Blue (Zizeeria knysna) 
• Lang's Short-tailed Blue (Leptotes pirithous) 
• Serene Sailer (Neptis serena) 
• Pioneer White (Belenois aurota) 
• Olive-haired Swift (Borbo borbonica) 
• Desert Orange Tip (Colotis evagore) 
• Red Tip (Colotis danae) 
• Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui) 
• Zebra White (Pinacopteryx eriphia) 
• African Wood White (Leptosia alcesta) 
• Common Grass Yellow (Eurema hecabe) 
• Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus) 
• Common Evening Brown (Melanitis leda) 
• Golden Pansy (Junonia chorimene) 
• African Migrant (Catopsilia florella) 
• Crimson-speckled Flunkey (Utetheisa pulchella) 
• Cheetah (Alytarchia amanda) 
• Cyana rubristriga 
• Palpita metallata 

True Bugs 

• Twig Wilter (Anoplocnemis curvipes) 
• Calidea panaethiopica 

Other Invertebrates 

• Purple Mangrove Crab (Goniopsis pelii) 
• West African Fiddler Crab (Afruca tangeri) 
• African Rainbow Crab (Cardisoma armatum) 

 

 


