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Tour participants: Neil McMahon (leader), local guides and 13 Naturetrek Clients. 
 
Summary 
 
Thirteen guests and one tour leader started the New Year as they meant to go on with a flight out from Gatwick 
to Banjul, in the fabulous west African country of The Gambia. Sun and plenty of warmth from the word go 
dispelled memories of the wet and windy weather in the UK as we made the short journey to Mandina Lodge in 
the Makasutu Cultural Forest. Positioned at the edge of the forest and on a mangrove-dominated creek flowing 
into the broad River Gambia, we spent the week exploring the area by canoe, boat, on foot and with a couple of 
vehicle excursions to some exciting nearby venues too. 
 
Birds very much dominate the natural history in this part of the world, but who could ignore the endearing honey-
coloured Fruit Bats flying around night and day, the fast-flying and ornate butterflies, geckoes of various sizes and 
even a few of the huge Monitor Lizards and West African Crocodiles. Mammals included three species of primate, 
a Marsh Mongoose and even a Genet. 
 
The mangroves were the hiding places of Mangrove Sunbird, the stunning and noisy Yellow-crowned Gonolek, 
the mysterious White-crested Tiger Heron and the simply huge Goliath Heron! Giant Kingfishers were particularly 
numerous and were seen daily around the lodge, often at the same time as the gaudy Blue-breasted Kingfishers, 
show-off Pied Kingfishers and the diminutive but very special Malachite Kingfishers. White-throated Bee-eaters 
came to splash-bathe in the swimming pool and water put out for the birds attracted doves, weavers, finches, 
sunbirds and the very common but handsome Western Plantain-eaters. Ospreys fished the creek, Hooded Vultures 
and kites sat in tall trees or simply twirled the blue skies in ever decreasing circles and the Mandina Lodge kitchens 
enticed us with aromas of good food at breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
 
Our bird lists increased with our excursions as we sampled many of the waders, terns and gulls that winter in this 
part of the world: much easier than tracking down the passerines that use the scrub, reed and forest edge as their 
winter retreat. 
 
All too soon we had to say good-bye to the rollers, sunbirds, turacoes and bee-eaters and make our way back to 
the UK, loaded up with very special memories and wildlife encounters from this popular and very friendly nation. 
 
Day 1            Tuesday 2nd January 
 
Our New Year dash for some winter sunshine and exotic birdwatching began during the early hours when we 
convened at Gatwick Airport and prepared ourselves for our six-hour flight. Travelling from the South Terminal 
with Titan Airways, we were in the air about half an hour behind schedule, but made up the time during the flight, 
flying due south. An English-speaking destination with three-pin wall sockets, guaranteed sunshine and no time 
difference from the UK are all very attractive propositions for the travelling naturalist. 
 
At Banjul Airport, the security checks and processing were all quick and efficient and we had time to exchange 
sterling for the local Dalasi, albeit not at the rate quoted on the internet. We boarded a small bus courtesy of The 
Gambia Experience and with our bags loaded on the roof rack we were off to Mandina Lodge! Landing at Banjul 
Airport with soaring Hooded Vultures and Yellow-billed Kites all around set the scene for the whole of our tour: 
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both species were ever-present whenever we were on land. A proliferation of doves is another sure sign you are in 
The Gambia, with perhaps the Red-eyed and Mourning Doves being the most numerous lined up on roadside 
wires as we trundled to our accommodation. The large, heavy-billed Pied Crows were also numerous and are a 
particularly handsome member of the corvid tribe. 
 
The yellows and greens of the beaten-up Gambian taxis, many of them Mercedes from a different era, signify that 
not much has changed over the years in this vibrant and compelling West African country. The majority of the 
population are poor, working the land, fishing or trading in common with many third-world countries around the 
world. Nevertheless the Gambian people are renowned for their polite and easy-going nature and it is this attitude 
that creates a positive tone to the country amidst the chaos of plastic, piles of rubbish and weak infrastructure. 
 
After about forty minutes we were entering the entrance of Mandina Lodge where we were met by the owner, 
Linda, and her attentive staff. A cool fruit drink and a welcome briefing from Linda preceded our room allocation. 
 
We agreed to meet at 6.30pm to discuss the arrangements for the next seven days, and this gave us time to take a 
little wander around Mandina and some of the adjacent habitat. A flock of White-throated Bee-eaters were splash-
bathing in the swimming pool, a Blue-breasted Kingfisher sat quietly in mangroves on one of the board-walks and 
Village Weavers and Bronze Mannikins were busy in poolside vegetation. Near the entrance to the lodge, we 
encountered the resident troop of Guinea Baboons, apparently about two hundred animals in total. 
 
Following something of a briefing, we relaxed in the evening light with the mangroves and creek behind us and 
the Makasutu Cultural Forest in front. Fruit bats flew around and emitted a variety of squeaks and we could hear 
the popping of shellfish in the mangroves. Eventually we enjoyed our main meal of the day, choices including 
vegetable soup, chicken in sauce with vegetables and chips and banana fritters and then, after a long day of 
travelling leaving no energy for a night walk, we retired for the night. 
 
Day 2               Wednesday 3rd January 
 
We were at the poolside for 7.30am, half an hour later than we should have been for hot drinks and biscuits! Lodge 
guides Lamin Snr. AJ and Mas took us out into the adjacent creek on three canoes and we paddled slowly along in 
the morning light. Mangrove Sunbirds zipped across the creek, providing pre-warning with their loud contact calls. 
Typical mangrove waders included Senegal Thick-knees, Spur-winged Lapwings, Redshank, Greenshank, Grey 
Plover and Common Sandpiper. ‘Wow’ birds included Giant, Pied and Malachite Kingfishers and a couple of 
Ospreys, wintering birds from Europe, perched up to watch the brown water for a fishing opportunity. A flying 
Palm-nut Vulture made a change from the Hooded Vultures. We made a landing on the outskirts of one of the 
delta villages, enjoyed a short walk, and straight away found more exotic birds in the shape of Beautiful and Red-
chested Sunbirds, Senegal Parrots, the extraordinary Bearded Barbet and gorgeous Little Bee-eaters. More sombre-
coloured birds included the regular hornbill trio – Red-billed, African Pied and African Grey – and we checked 
out Grey-headed Sparrow, Red-billed Firefinch, a gang of Piapiacs and the enterprising African Harrier Hawk (old 
name Gymnogene), famous for its ability to angle its long legs into the nests of hole-nesting birds. 
 
Our guides wore vivid green ‘T’-shirts and were known to everyone in the villages, and we said ‘Hello’ to their 
kind welcomes. A short time later we were back in our canoes and taking a slow paddle back to the lodge for 
breakfast. More Giant Kingfisher sightings plus a Striated Heron and many of the waders already seen were still 
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there on the way back. We docked at about 10.35am and our late breakfast/brunch followed, which typically 
comprised of fruit juice, fresh soft fruit, a cooked breakfast and small ‘nodules’ of toast. Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters 
called overhead and a pair of Beautiful Sunbirds nectared from the blossoming shrubs next to our breakfast table. 
 
After this meal there was time to do our own thing in the increasing heat. For some it was a time to relax and 
unwind, while others carried on watching and photographing the birds around the lodges, and for the majority a 
little bit of everything! Scanning for soaring raptors provided our only Beaudouin’s Snake-eagle of the trip, plus a 
brief view of a Gabar Goshawk. A couple of Ospreys joined the kites and vultures in the thermals and we were 
visited by Mudskipper fish in the creek, and also by a troop of Green Vervet Monkeys. 
 
At 3.30pm we met up again to make a start on our Naturetrek Checklists for the tour, and then of course the all-
important meeting with the chef to decide on our choice from the dinner options! 
 
Our afternoon excursions began at 4.30pm with the group splitting in two – six setting off for a sunset boat cruise 
and the remainder on a walk-out from the camp to check a nearby area of scrubland, light woodland and the edge 
of some mudflats. The boat cruise was on a small boat with an outboard engine, a driver and a guide and efforts 
were made to explore the creek margins to where it joins the main river and back again. We were fortunate to 
enjoy good views of Goliath Heron, Caspian and Sandwich Terns, many Ospreys, a tame Purple Heron, Pink-
backed Pelicans, Great White Egrets and four species of Kingfisher. Wire-tailed Swallows and a West African 
Crocodile were also seen before we returned back to our accommodation at 6.30pm. The guided walk also provided 
views of plenty of birds including the only Greater Painted-snipe seen all trip, the scarce Yellow-throated Leaflove, 
Violet Turacoes, a Long-crested Eagle, Glossy-backed Drongo, Purple Starling and Red-bellied Paradise 
Flycatcher. 
 
Our evening meal was served at 7.45pm and included Shepherd’s Pie! Afterwards, our first night walk provided an 
exciting sighting of a genet sp. and lots of bats, before lights out just after 11.00pm. 
 
Day 3           Thursday 4th January 
 
Today was to be an all-day excursion to visit Kartong (a coastal area boasting lots of birds), lunch out, and an 
optional detour in the afternoon to the fishing village of Tanji. Thus at 7.00am we were treated to a continental 
breakfast which included everything we had been offered the day before except the cooked option, after which we 
clambered into a small bus together with Lamin Snr, AJ and Mas as our accompanying guides. We stopped at a 
small area of agricultural land not far from Mandina which had attracted plenty of birds, including White-billed 
Buffalo-weavers, Lesser Blue-eared Starlings, Yellow-billed Shrikes and a Black-winged Kite. Unfortunately, the 
local workforce thought we had stopped to take photographs of them rather than the birds, which caused 
something of a scene which Mas and the bus driver managed to placate. 
 
Back on the bus again we drove slowly towards Kartong, right next to the Senegal border to the south, with 
roadside stops to examine some smart African Green Pigeons, rollers and a particularly large Monitor Lizard which 
had climbed half-way up a palm tree. We also stopped at a flooded roadside sandpit which was full of birds, as 
well as a large West African Crocodile. Blue-breasted, Giant, Malachite and Pied Kingfishers were all on show 
here, plus African Wattled Lapwing, Senegal Thick-knee, Spur-winged Lapwings, Broad-billed Roller, our only 
Mottled Spinetails of the trip, African Harrier Hawk, and a smart male Western Subalpine Warbler. 
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We finally arrived at Kartong and took the sandy track running from the village to the beach. Freshwater pools, 
reedbeds and marshland were on either side of the track and it was teeming with birds. Early sightings included 
Woodchat Shrike, Sedge and Reed Warblers and several Ospreys overhead. An African Fish Eagle loomed into 
view and attacked one of the Ospreys that was carrying a fish. The fish was lost to both birds, but an opportunistic 
Yellow-billed Kite seemed to do well out of it! Western Marsh Harrier was added to the growing raptor list and a 
Lanner Falcon skirted around us before heading off inland. Unseen Black Crake called from nearby vegetation, 
and African Swamphens shared lily-infested pools with White-faced Whistling Ducks, Spur-winged Geese and a 
large flock of Spur-winged Lapwings. Other waders included Black-winged Stilt, Green and Wood Sandpiper and 
the rather rare Grey-headed Kingfisher was seen perched up. Black Kite circled alongside their Yellow-billed 
cousins and small birds included the localised Black-rumped Waxbill plus more widespread Zitting Cisticola, Pin-
tailed Whydah and Western Yellow Wagtail. A number of heron species included Black-headed Heron and 
Intermediate Egret. 
 
Donkeys wandered past us, browsing nonchalantly, and Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters were both cruising for insects 
and splash-bathing in the shallows. David expertly guided us onto some African Pygmy Geese feeding in the water 
lilies. At the end of track there was an opportunity to purchase a cool drink in a beach shack and find some reprieve 
from the heat of the sun. After a short break, AJ led us off on a short walk along the beach in search of White-
fronted Plovers. He thought he had found some, but on closer inspection they proved to be Ringed Plovers. A 
falcon seen flying in off the sea was thought to be a Eurasian Hobby. Fortunately, it was well photographed and 
analysis of these images later pointed more to a young Red-footed Falcon. Some shallow pools on the inland side 
of the sandy beach attracted more waders and kingfishers, all rather worryingly foraging alongside bundles of 
discarded nylon fishing nets and other rubbish. Terns flying along the beach proved to be Common, Caspian and 
West African Crested Tern (previously called African Royal Tern) and other waders included Whimbrel and 
Sanderling. 
 
And then it was time to climb back onto the bus and make the thirty-five minute journey to our lunch venue at 
Rainbow Resort at Sanyang, where we enjoyed a buffet and drinks. After our refreshments and some time out 
from the hot sun, we drove another thirty-five minutes to the beach fishing village of Tanji. Here there was a 
serious assault on the senses, with a variety of aromas hitting us as we crossed the road to walk between stalls and 
shacks to find the beach. Fishing boats operating night and day bring in a variety of fish and other produce, and it 
is processed manually by a small army of women ensconced in the beach-side shacks, often working communally. 
This hive of activity attracts a variety of birds with kites, Pied Crows and even Cattle Egrets trying their luck to 
grab a morsel or two. A gaggle of Grey-headed Gulls demonstrating a range of plumages were present, with a few 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls patrolling the waves. Superb red-billed Caspian Terns were directly overhead and birds 
in or flying over the shallows included Pink-backed Pelican, White-breasted (Great) Cormorants and Long-tailed 
(Reed) Cormorants. A solitary Common Tern continually checked the surf for the smallest of fishes. A few 
common waders including Turnstone were also along the shoreline, as were a couple of birders with their 
respective Gambian bird guides. 
 
After a short time here we walked back to our waiting bus and were back at Mandina Lodge for 5.15pm, after a 
brief mini-market stop in the nearby town of Brikama. After our menu selections for dinner had been made, there 
was time to relax ahead of our late dinner at 8.30pm, which included soup, pizza and fresh fruit from the options. 
Our check-list was postponed until the following day as we chatted through the day’s events and our experiences 
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so far. After dinner, those with enough energy went for a rather quiet night walk equipped with UV lamps and a 
spotlight to locate bats, insects and spiders. 
 
Day 4                 Friday 5th January 
 
After our exciting day out yesterday, today was a return to excursions morning and relaxation time in the heat of 
the day. So, we began our day with 7.00am hot drinks and biscuits, before leaving on foot with Lamin Snr. and AJ 
to explore an area of bush and light savannah. We were out for about three hours and our first mammal encounters 
of the day were with feral cattle and donkeys! 
 
As the birds were waking up, they began calling and the first rays of sunshine caused many to perch up in trees 
and bushes. We did well for sunbirds and obtained good views of Beautiful, Variable, Splendid and Pygmy. Yellow-
crowned Gonoleks are often heard but scarcely seen, but we were fortunate to enjoy good views of this skulking, 
but beautiful bush-shrike. Grey-backed Camaroptera can also be skulking, but their loud bleating calls help pin-
point their presence in the bushes. Other noisy birds advertising their presence included Brown and Black-capped 
Babblers. Beautifully grotesque Bearded Barbets tried to hide in the shadows, but with a bill and plumage as exotic 
as theirs we tracked down these ‘tree puffins’ and enjoyed super views. New birds for the tour included Black-
crowned Tchagra and a small flock of flamboyant White-crested Helmet Shrike. A good spot was our only 
encounter with three Patas Monkeys, long-tailed tawny-orange monkeys which kept their distance, but remained 
on view nevertheless. 
 
In a more open area we found a flock of Pied Crows surrounding a very nonchalant Dark Chanting Goshawk, 
completely unfazed by the big-billed corvids on escort duties. The hawk sat atop its small tree and subsequently 
flew over us and away. Abyssinian and Blue-bellied Rollers kept their distance, the latter species sitting on top of 
a broken-off palm trees was a regular sighting during the week. 
 
After our wildlife-filled morning, we felt we deserved our late breakfast/brunch and a few hours at leisure, after 
which at 3.30pm we completed our checklists and reviewed our sightings to date, and after selecting our menu 
options for the dinner later in the day, made ready for the organised afternoon excursions. There was an option 
for a sunset cruise again in a boat with Lamin Snr, or a walk out from camp with Anadou and Lamin Jnr. 
 
The sunset cruise group enjoyed their adventure, photographing colour-ringed Ospreys, obtaining close views of 
Goliath Heron, Caspian Terns and much more. The walk-out crew experienced a quiet first hour as it was still 
rather warm, but the ever-present doves and Western Plantain-eaters provided the entertainment. The second hour 
was much more productive with good views of Violet Turacoes, a beautiful Guinea Turaco with its crest raised, a 
perched Red-necked Falcon, Shikra, Lizard Buzzard, African Harrier Hawk and African Wattled Lapwings. We 
had our first good views of Blue-spotted Dove and Jacki spied some Stone Partridges on the track ahead of us. 
 
It transpired that one of the photographed Ospreys on the sunset cruise was a bird ringed as a nestling near 
Brandenburg, Germany, way back on 5th July 2003. This bird had been noted near to our location in 2013, and in 
France during March 2022, suggesting that this continental bird has been a regular winterer amongst the creeks 
and mangroves south of the River Gambia, and confirmation that Senegal and The Gambia are important wintering 
areas for this spectacular raptor species. Thanks to Janet W for this follow-up information. 
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With everyone safely bank at Mandina after our excursions, we dined at 7.30pm with such delights as carrot and 
coriander soup, beef burgers and fruit salad. The hour-long night walk provided nothing new. The locals suggested 
that moonlit nights are normally the most productive for nocturnal animal activity – and the moon was not out 
tonight! 
 
Day 5            Saturday 6th January 
 
We began our day with 7.00am coffee and biscuits and our morning foray was a canoe trip to the Kembujeh Rice 
Fields, where a women’s agricultural project is situated adjacent to one of the creeks. Lamin Snr., AJ and Mar were 
our guides and the Naturetrek guide provided the early morning entertainment when he spectacularly failed in his 
attempt at deft canoe-boarding skills! Kingfishers, herons and the by now familiar waders provided the initial bird 
sightings. On landing, we scanned the small rice fields and nearby vegetation and the highlights included a brazen 
Pearl-spotted Owlet out hunting from a palm tree, excellent views of a pair of Oriole Warblers (one even posing 
for photographers), and a rather more shadow-loving White-crowned Robin-chat. A pair of Grey Woodpeckers 
were feeding in the same tree as a pair of Fine-spotted Woodpeckers. More common birds included African Palm 
Swift, Senegal Coucal, African Harrier Hawk, the three hornbill species, Senegal Parrot, Red-chested Swallow, 
Long-tailed Glossy Starling and the grass-loving Tawny-flanked Prinia. Weavers and sunbirds and small finches 
were always on hand too. 
 
After a pleasant hour or so here we meandered back to the canoes and cast off to return to Mandina. The extent 
of the exposed mud on the tidal mud-flats had changed, so we saw more waders, with Whimbrel and two Bar-
tailed Godwits showing nicely. A few Ospreys kept their distance and we paddled gently through the shallows on 
the reducing tide. A Marsh Mongoose pottering about on a muddy bank was a bonus sighting; this is a large, all 
brown mongoose that seemingly lives much of its life in the mangroves consuming crabs and fish. The masts of 
an abandoned catamaran near to Mandina acted as ideal perches for huge Giant Kingfishers. We were back by 
10.40am and subsequently enjoyed our late breakfast/early lunch with the weavers and Bronze Mannikins in the 
poolside tangles and the Western Plantain-eaters and doves in the tree overhead. Circling Hooded Vultures and 
Yellow-billed Kites in a blue sky above us were a constant. The remainder of the day until mid-afternoon was again 
at leisure with an opportunity for photographs, further birdwatching or butterfly-spotting, or simply chatting with 
a bar and kitchen staff on-hand for further refreshment. By this time Jacki and Kevin S had compiled an excellent 
list of West African Butterflies, the majority of them from just outside the Mandina Lodge on the outskirts of the 
Makasutu Cultural Forest. 
 
Following our check-list update and menu requests, our 4.30pm walk-out was with guides Amadou and Lamin Jnr. 
We didn’t get very far, as birds in the vegetative tangle at the entrance of Mandina took some sorting out – with 
the identification of Brown-throated Wattle-eye, Grey-backed Camaroptera, Yellow-breasted Apalis and African 
Paradise Flycatcher as a result. We walked around the now abandoned ‘Base Camp’ which pre-Covid had been a 
centre for day trips and expeditions. En-route we encountered the Guinea Baboon troop again with a large number 
of very young animals. These primates were completely unfazed by our presence and wandered around us. This 
species is not regarded as aggressive, but they can be destructive, and as we found out it pays not to leave anything 
outside your lodge which they may pinch or damage. Checking for food opportunities and pure devilment, the 
adults, teenagers and babies filed past us, barely hesitating at our presence. A Blue-spotted Dove showed nicely on 
the ground and a dwindling pool attracted singles of Greenshank, Redshank and a Gull-billed Tern, probably all 
attracted to trapped small fish, and a huge bee’s nest hung down from vines under a shady canopy. We filed back 
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to camp at 6.45pm and ate our evening meal at 7.45pm. The night walk was again quiet – we spotlighted a Felix-
like black-and-white cat and a cow, and found a roosting Blue-breasted Kingfisher sitting right out on an exposed 
branch. 
 
Unfortunately for us, it was a somewhat disturbed night with loud music emanating from one of the nearby villages 
until 4.35am – and then there was the call to prayer from the mosque at 6.00am! 
 
Day 6              Sunday 7th January 
 
We rose to partake of another 7.00am Mandina-style continental breakfast in preparation for an excursion by bus. 
At 7.30am we clambered aboard and trundled up the main road and picked up Amadou and Lamin Jnr. It was 
then a forty-minute drive to Pirang Shrimp Farm, or at least what’s left of it. This was an exposed area with little 
respite from the sun, but a gentle breeze kept things pleasant. Even before the bus stopped we could see a Long-
crested Eagle perched on a bush, and there were plenty of birds there to enjoy, which included four Yellow-
crowned Gonoleks together in a bush probably having quite an intense ‘discussion’. Hirundines flying around 
included plenty of bright Red-rumped Swallows, Wire-tailed Swallows attracted to the culverts and Red-chested 
Swallows. Reed and Sedge Warblers were in the rushes and bare bushes, as were a few Western Subalpine Warbler 
and the brightly-plumaged Pygmy Sunbird. A Western Reef Egret posed nicely, an African Harrier Hawk was 
clearly on the hunt, and bigger water birds included Yellow-billed Stork, Eurasian Spoonbill, Black-headed Heron 
and Pink-backed Pelican. Crested Larks were our only ones of the trip but Hamerkop, Purple Heron and Osprey 
were not. 
 
We walked out along the edges of the old shrimp lagoons with waders wherever there was water, and found a few 
Western Yellow Wagtails and overflying Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters too. The waders included Pied Avocet, Little 
Stint, both Bar-tailed and Black-tailed Godwits, Red Knot, Curlew Sandpiper and Ringed Plover. Singletons of 
Eurasian Curlew, Northern Shoveler and Northern Pintail somehow looked out of place in West Africa! Loafing 
Terns included Caspian, African Crested, Little and Gull-billed and gulls were Lesser Black-backed, Grey-headed 
and quite a gathering of pinkish and white-headed Slender-billed. Jan located a single Northern Wheatear. We 
would have liked to stay longer, but the clock was ticking and we still had somewhere else to go. 
  
A relatively short drive took us to Pirang Bonto Forest – a mature, thick woodland with its own set of birds. We 
met the local guides and we were quickly hiking through the forest in search of owls. Our guide picked out and 
showed us a reclusive, beautifully-marked African Wood Owl perched in the shadows. It was snoozing soundly 
and I think only a few of us saw it open an eye! Back-tracking the way we had come, we encountered African Pied 
Hornbill, Glossy-backed Drongo and a Klaas’s Cuckoo. Again, with the local guide, we went in search of another 
owl species and we were privileged to see a mighty Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl perched up in the canopy of a large tree, 
although unfortunately the angle meant we were looking into the sun. However, there was no doubt as to its 
identity and it was possible to see the pink eyelids of one of the largest owls in the world. 
 
We walked back to our bus only to hear that a Northern White-faced Owl was roosting in saplings close to where 
we were parked. So three species of owl were viewed within one hour:  that is some going! We didn’t have time to 
linger at this piece of prime forest and after thanking our guide we returned to Mandina Lodge for a rather late 
2.00pm lunch. Some mobbing birds in shrubbery were tracked down, but what they were all excited about couldn’t 
be established. Species associated with the mobbing included four Little Greenbuls, a Northern Puffback, Brown-
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throated Wattle-eyes, Yellow-breasted Apalis, African Thrush, a Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher plus Common 
Bulbuls. 
 
At about 4.00pm we again boarded the bus to be driven the relatively short distance to some roadside freshwater 
wetlands at Marakissa. Initial birds seen from the side of the road included a pair of displaying Broad-billed Rollers 
using the tall trees to launch their circling displays. Black Crakes emerged from waterside vegetation, where there 
were also a few Moorhens and a Hamerkop. A Lizard Buzzard was vocal and sounded remarkably like a Green 
Woodpecker! Unidentified ‘blue-eared’ Starlings flew over us and Gambian Striped and Sun Squirrels were spotted 
in trees. An Intermediate Egret was soon joined by Cattle Egret and chattering Long-tailed Glossy Starlings flew 
out from cover. 
 
We managed to clamber off the road for a closer look at the dwindling pools and were rewarded with ‘the umbrella 
bird’ – a Black Heron using its wings to create a shadow, hoping to pull small fish into the shadow and pick them 
off. There was also a Western Reef Egret, a Squacco Heron and all four of the regular Kingfisher species all of 
which posed nicely for the cameras. Waders included Common and Wood Sandpiper, Greenshank and we had a 
brief sighting of a Common Snipe. African Jacanas, Black-capped Babblers and a flock of White-faced Whistling 
Ducks added some variety. Eventually the light started to fade and we reluctantly came away from this birding 
hotspot and motored back to Mandina, arriving at about 7.00pm. We sat down for our evening meal at 8.00pm, 
and after a long day there was no night walk. 
 
Day 7              Monday 8th January 
 
Our last full day began with the early morning drinks and custard creams and off we went in our three canoes, 
with a more graceful skip into the canoe achieved by the Naturetrek tour leader this time: practice makes perfect! 
Lamin Snr., Mas and the charismatic AJ were again our long-suffering local guides as they gently paddled to a small 
village near to the Wunderland Resort. We were told that the very old and quite stunning Baobab and Kapok trees 
here were a sign of a very old established settlement. The outward leg in the canoes was relatively quiet (if you 
ignored the kingfishers, herons, waders and Osprey), but once on land we were straight into gaudy birds, with 
Splendid, Beautiful and Varied Sunbirds and with patience several of the target birds – African Golden Orioles – 
which are always attracted to the more mature trees. Some of these birds were calling, their fluty song similar to 
their European counterparts, which can also be encountered in this part of the world. Hooded Vulture and Yellow-
billed Kite were close at hand and permitting a close approach, and an adult male Village Indigobird was studied 
as it perched on a fence. A flock of Lavender Waxbills near their old suspended nests provided good views, with 
Red-cheeked Cordon Blue and Grey-headed Sparrows associating with them. An African Harrier Hawk was 
crashing around (as they do), inspecting crevices, holes and folds in the ground for potential prey. A fruiting fig 
attracted large numbers of Common Bulbuls and Bearded Barbets, and a pair of Shikra displayed overhead at tree-
top level. A male Western Marsh Harrier, African Thrush, Grey Woodpecker and Red-bellied Flycatcher were 
further birds on show. An Abyssinian Roller showed extremely well on wires. 
 
Our canoe journey back yielded a Goliath Heron, Giant Kingfishers and Osprey, and AJ’s sharp eyes picked out a 
dark shadow in the mangroves that proved to be a skulking White-crested Tiger Heron – a difficult bird to see 
anywhere within its range.  
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We were back at Mandina Lodge and sitting down for brunch at 11am with the rest of the warmest part of the day 
being at leisure. Green Vervet Monkeys wandered through the resort and a loud hissing sound was a pair of Senegal 
Thick-knees shouting at the monkeys and with their wings extended when the monkeys came too close. 
 
Our tour check-lists were updated at 3.30pm, and after completing our final evening meal choices, we set off for 
a 4.30pm foot patrol with Sanna and Lamin Jnr. A Lesser Honeyguide showed briefly just outside the entrance 
and we walked along the track through the woodland and on the edge of a small Cashew plantation a pair of Violet 
Turacoes had a large nest, with a Hooded Vulture nest surprisingly close by. We exited the wooded area onto the 
edge of the mudflats and explored some small fields/allotments where the main crop appeared to be Sweet 
Potatoes. In this area we connected with a Black-winged Kite, Green Sandpiper, Greenshank, Blue-spotted Wood-
dove and a couple of African Harrier Hawks. It was a cooler return walk which ensured the birds were more active 
with at least four Violet Turacoes on view, one of them producing an almost mechanical sound as part of its 
repertoire. We bumped into some of the staff from the nearby Gambian Donkey and Pony Sanctuary who had a 
pack of dogs with them on their afternoon walk through the bush. 
 
We were back by 6.50pm and sat down to our last dinner together at 7.45pm. A Pearl-spotted Owlet was calling 
from somewhere in the camp just before our meal. Some of the meal options included soup, fishcakes and 
Gambian Pancake served with local honey. 
 
The last night walk was inundated with vast numbers of active spiders, large and small, and increased bat activity 
with several Fruit Bats hovering right in front of us. Ringed Plovers could be heard calling over the forest. 
 
Day 8             Tuesday 9th January 
 
We were up for our 7.00am hot drinks and biscuits and our last morning walk was with Lamin Snr. and AJ around 
the scrub and light woodland on the edge of the forest. It felt cooler and this was probably why we noticed an 
increase in bird activity. Violet Turacoes were again on show, a couple of Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters provided their 
best views and little birds gleaning the scrub included Tawny-flanked Prinia, Senegal Eremomela, Grey-backed 
Camaroptera and Melodious Warbler. Three of us paid a visit to the Donkey and Pony Sanctuary and enjoyed an 
excellent tour where the work involving the local community was explained. Other animals were being looked after 
there as well and the outreach provision and education programme involving schools sounded superb. In the 
meantime, two Northern White-faced Owls had been spotted in their favourite trees near to the sanctuary and 
they provided reasonable views. More sunbirds, Lavender Waxbills and other small finches vied for our attention 
and almost the last bird of our walk was a fine-looking Grey-headed Bush-shrike. Our breakfast was a little earlier 
at 10.10am and then it was time for our final packing and to pay our bar bills. Mark photographed a Chiffchaff, 
the only one encountered all week, a Pied Kingfisher came to the pool for a bath and a preen and an Aquila eagle 
materialised overhead, which was later identified from photos as a dark Tawny Eagle. 
 
Just before leaving Mandina, we posed for group photos with the guides and staff, and ensured that they received 
a token of our gratitude for everything they had done for us. At about noon we departed, saying good-bye to Linda 
and all the staff, and drove for about 40 minutes to Banjul Airport. It was here that we said goodbye to Jan and 
Pete who had planned to stay a further three nights with relaxation on the cards, at Ngala Lodge at Bakau. The 
remainder of us filed into departures and were efficiently ‘processed’ to the airconditioned lounge! We were half 
an hour late leaving, but our Titan Airways aircraft made up the time and five and a half hours later we touched 
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down at Gatwick. Here the remainder of the group went our separate ways with happy memories of our “Gambia 
in Style” winter retreat. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receive our e-newsletter 
Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 
tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 
 
Social Media 

We’re social! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and be the first to hear about the launch of new 
tours, offers and exciting sightings and photos from our recently returned holidays.  
 

 

 
 
 

Pearl-spotted Owlet and Blue-breasted Kingfisher by Mark Birkin 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/


The Gambia in Style Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek March 24 11 
 

Species lists 

Birds (H = Heard only) 

     January 2024 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata     ✓     ✓     
Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis     ✓           
Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna           ✓     
African Pygmy Goose Nettapus auritus     ✓           
Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata           ✓     
Northern Pintail Anas acuta           ✓     
Stone Partridge Ptilopachus petrosus       ✓ ✓       
Double-spurred Spurfowl Pternistis bicalcaratus   ✓ ✓ ✓ H H H H 
Mottled Spinetail Telacanthura ussheri     ✓           
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Little Swift Apus affinis   ✓             
Western Plantain-eater Crinifer piscator ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Violet Turaco Tauraco violaceus   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ 
Guinea Turaco Tauraco persa       ✓     ✓   
Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas   ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓   
Rock Dove Columba livia ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓   
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Mourning Collared Dove Streptopelia decipiens ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Vinaceous Dove Streptopelia vinacea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Black-billed Wood Dove Turtur abyssinicus ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Blue-spotted Wood Dove Turtur afer       ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Namaqua Dove Oena capensis   ✓ ✓     ✓     
African Green Pigeon Treron calvus     ✓       ✓   
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus           ✓     
African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis     ✓           
Black Crake Zapornia flavirostra     H     ✓     
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis     ✓     H     
Senegal Thick-knee Burhinus senegalensis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus     ✓     ✓ ✓   
Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta           ✓     
Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   
African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     ✓   ✓ ✓   H 
Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis   ✓             
African Jacana Actophilornis africanus     ✓     ✓     
Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus H ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H 
Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata           ✓     
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica         ✓ ✓     
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa     ✓     ✓     
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     January 2024 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres     ✓           
Red Knot Calidris canutus           ✓     
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea           ✓     
Sanderling Calidris alba     ✓           
Little Stint Calidris minuta           ✓     
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago     ✓     ✓     
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus     ✓     H ✓   
Common Redshank Tringa totanus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola     ✓     ✓     
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia H ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei           ✓     
Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus     ✓           
Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus 

cirrocephalus 
    ✓     ✓     

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus     ✓     ✓     
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica         ✓ ✓     
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     
West African Crested Tern Thalasseus albididorsalis     ✓     ✓     
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis   ✓ ✓ ✓         
Little Tern Sternula albifrons           ✓     
Common Tern Sterna hirundo     ✓           
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis           ✓ ✓   
African Darter Anhinga rufa ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus   ✓ ✓           
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia           ✓     
White-crested Tiger Heron Tigriornis leucolopha             ✓   
Night Heron sp. Bihoreau sp.           H     
Striated Heron Butorides striata   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia     ✓     ✓     
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     
Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala     ✓     ✓     
Goliath Heron Ardea goliath ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓   
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea   ✓ ✓     ✓     
Great Egret Ardea alba   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     
Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca   ✓       ✓     
Little Egret Egretta garzetta     ✓     ✓     
Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓     
Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     
Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus     ✓       ✓   
African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   
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     January 2024 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Beaudouin's Snake Eagle Circaetus beaudouini   ✓             
Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis   ✓ ✓     ✓     
Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax               ✓ 
Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus     ✓ ✓   ✓     
Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar   ✓             
Dark Chanting Goshawk Melierax metabates       ✓         
Shikra Accipiter badius ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus     ✓     ✓ ✓   
Black Kite Milvus migrans   ✓ ✓           
Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer     ✓           
Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum         ✓   H   
Northern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis leucotis           ✓   ✓ 
Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus           ✓     
African Wood Owl Strix woodfordii           ✓     
Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus     ✓ ✓     ✓   
Western Red-billed Hornbill Tockus kempi   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
African Pied Hornbill Lophoceros fasciatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
African Grey Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Abyssinian Roller Coracias abyssinicus     ✓ ✓     ✓   
Blue-bellied Roller Coracias cyanogaster   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus     ✓     ✓     
Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala     ✓           
Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti       ✓         
Blue-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon malimbica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ H 
Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus   ✓ ✓     ✓     
Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus   ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   
White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus       ✓ ✓ H H ✓ 
Bearded Barbet Lybius dubius   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓   
Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor             ✓ ✓ 
Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator       ✓         
Fine-spotted Woodpecker Campethera punctuligera   ✓     ✓     ✓ 
African Grey Woodpecker Dendropicos goertae   ✓     ✓   ✓   
Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus     ✓           
Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera       ✓         
Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus     ✓           
Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus     ✓           
Senegal Parrot Poicephalus senegalus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Brown-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   H 
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     January 2024 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Grey-headed Bush-shrike Malconotus blanchoti               ✓ 
Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus       ✓         
Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis   H   ✓ ✓ ✓     
Yellow-crowned Gonolek Laniarius barbarus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus       ✓     ✓   
Yellow-billed Shrike Corvinella corvina ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     
Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator     ✓     ✓     
African Golden Oriole Oriolus auratus             ✓   
Glossy-backed Drongo Dicrurus divaricatus   ✓       ✓ ✓   
Red-bellied Paradise 
Flycatcher 

Terpsiphone rufiventer   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis         ✓       
Piapiac Ptilostomus afer   ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓   
Pied Crow Corvus albus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Crested Lark Galerida cristata           ✓     
Yellow-throated Leaflove Atimastillas flavicollis   ✓       ✓     
Little Greenbul Eurillas virens           ✓ ✓   
Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Pied-winged Swallow Hirundo leucosoma     ✓ ✓     ✓   
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     
Red-chested Swallow Hirundo lucida   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     
Common House Martin Delichon urbicum           ✓     
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica           ✓     
Northern Crombec Sylvietta brachyura         ✓ ✓   ✓ 
Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli       ✓         
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita               ✓ 
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus 

schoenobaenus 
    ✓     ✓     

Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus     ✓     ✓     
Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta       ✓       ✓ 
Winding Cisticola Cisticola galactotes     ✓           
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis     ✓     ✓     
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava         ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida         ✓ ✓     
Oriole Warbler Hypergerus atriceps         ✓       
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata     ✓ ✓ ✓ H   ✓ 
Senegal Eremomela Eremomela pusilla               ✓ 
Western Subalpine Warbler Curruca iberiae     ✓     ✓     
Brown Babbler Turdoides plebejus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 
Blackcap Babbler Turdoides reinwardtii       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Lesser Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chloropterus     ✓           
Purple Starling Lamprotornis purpureus   ✓             
Long-tailed Glossy Starling Lamprotornis caudatus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   
African Thrush Turdus pelios   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat Cossypha niveicapilla   ✓   ✓   H ✓ H 
White-crowned Robin-Chat Cossypha albicapillus         ✓   ✓   
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe           ✓     
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     January 2024 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Mangrove Sunbird Anthreptes gabonicus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Pygmy Sunbird Hedydipna platura       ✓ ✓ ✓     
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis   ✓           ✓ 
Beautiful Sunbird Cinnyris pulchellus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Splendid Sunbird Cinnyris coccinigastrus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   
Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Northern Grey-headed 
Sparrow 

Passer griseus   ✓       ✓ ✓   

House Sparrow - I Passer domesticus     ✓           
White-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis albirostris     ✓   ✓       
Olive-naped Weaver Ploceus nigricollis   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Northern Red Bishop Euplectes franciscanus   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Bronze Mannikin Spermestes cucullata   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Lavender Waxbill Glaucestrilda caerulescens       ✓     ✓ ✓ 
Orange-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda   ✓     ✓       
Black-rumped Waxbill Estrilda troglodytes     ✓           
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 
Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata             ✓   
Indigobird sp. Vidua sp.             ✓   
Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura   ✓ ✓           
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava   ✓ ✓     ✓     
Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica               ✓ 

 
Mammals 

     January 2024 
Common name Scientific name 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Mammals                   
Guinea Baboon Papio papio ✓       ✓ ✓   ✓ 
Green Vervet/Callithrix 
Monkey 

Chlorocebus sabaeus   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Patas Monkey Erythrocebus patas       ✓         
Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomophorus gambianus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Bat sp.                   
Striped Ground Squirrel Xerus erythropus   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     
Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus           ✓     
Marsh Mongoose Atilax paludinosus         ✓       
Genet sp. Genetta sp.   ✓             
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Others 

Common name Scientific name 
Butterflies   
Papilionidae   
Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus 
Pieridae   
Small Grass Yellow Eurema brigatta 
Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe 
African Emigrant Catopsilia florella 
African Spirit Leptosia alcesta 
African Albatross Appias epaphia epaphia 
Common Dotted Border Mylothris chloris 
Caper White Belenois aurota 
Creamy Small White Dixeia orbona 
Lycaenidae   
Common Scarlet Axiocerses harpax  
Common Brown Playboy Deudorix antalus 
Pea Blue/Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus 
Savannah Pied Pierot Tuxentius cretosus nodieri  
African Pierrot Tarucus theophrastus  
Lang's Short-tailed Blue/Common Zebra Blue Leptotes pirithous 
Mediterranean Tiger Blue Tarucus rosacea 
African Grass Blue Zizeeria knysna 
White-tipped Cupid Eicochrysops hippocrates  
Sky-blue Cupid Chilades eleusis  
Grass Jewel Chilades trochylus  
Nymphalidae   
African Tiger Danaus chrysippus 
Pearl Charaxes Charaxes varanes 
Yellow Pansy Junonia hiera cebrene 
River Sailor Neptis serena 
Elegant Acraea Acraea egina 
Small Orange Acraea Acraea serena 
    
Moths   
Crimson Speckled Footman Utetheisa pulchella 
Darkling Beetle Pimelia senegalensis 
    
Beetles   
Two-banded Blister Beetle Mylabris bifasciata 
Rhinocerous Beetle sp.   
Catatril sp.   
    
Others   
African Giant Snail Achatina sp.  
West African Mangrove Oyster Crassostrea tulipa 
West African Fiddler Crab Uca tangeri 
Nile Monitor Lizard Varanus niloticus 
Agama Lizard Agama agama 
Uganda Dwarf Gecko Lygodactylus gutturalis 
West African Crocodile Crocodylus suchus 
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African Common Toad Sclerophrys regularis 
Atlantic Mudskipper Periophthalmus papillo 
    
With special thanks to Jacki & Kevin Solman for the insect list compilation 

 
Plants 

Common name Scientific name 
FLOWERING PLANTS ANGIOSPERMS 
Magnoliidae (Dicotyledons) 
Acanthus Family Acanthaceae 
Black Mangrove Avicennia germinans 
Blue Pussyleaf/Rice Farm Grass Nelsonia canescens 
    
Cashew Family Anacardiaceae 
Cashew Tree Anacardium occidentale 
Mango Mngifera indica 
    
Bindweed Family Convolvulaceae 
Beach Morning Glory Ipomoea pes-caprae 
    
Mallow Family Malvaceae 
Baobab  Adansia digitata 
Kapok Tree Ceiba petandra 
    
Mulberry Family Moraceae 
Strangler Fig Ficus craterostema? 
Sycamore Fig Ficus sycamorus 
    
Four O'Clock Family Nyctaginaceae 
Bourganvillia Bourganvillea spectabilis 
    
Water-lily Family Nymphaeaceae 
White Water-lily Nymphaea micrantha 
    
Palm Family Arecaceae 
Coconut Cocos nucifera 

 

 


