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Tour participants: Kevin Elsby (leader) with eight Naturetrek clients 

Day 1 Friday 24th November 

The group assembled at Gatwick for the 10.30am Titan Air flight to Banjul in the Gambia. After a comfortable 6 

½-hour flight, we met up again in the arrivals area to collect our bags, then change cash into the local currency, 

before boarding the air-conditioned coach which would take us to the Mandina Lodges, our base for the next 

seven nights. 

 

On arrival, after a 45-minute journey, we were warmly greeted by Linda and her staff and made instantly 

welcome. The setting for the lodges is truly special being in a natural area of forest adjacent to a tributary of the 

Gambia river. It has its own landing jetty as part of the property. 

 

It was getting dark by the time we arrived and so after a refreshing cold drink we were escorted to our 

accommodation, where we were able to unpack and prepare for our excellent evening meal, all freshly prepared 

for us.  

 

On our way from the airport to Mandina we were able to pick out a single Yellow-billed Kite and a couple of 

Hooded Vultures as well five very distinctive Pied Crows. A single Yellow-billed Shrike was perched on some 

telegraph wires and a couple of Northern Red-billed Hornbills were seen. 

 

This set the scene for the rest of the week and we all retired to bed with the prospect of many more birds to see 

and photograph tomorrow. 

Day 2 Saturday 25th November 

Weather – dry and hot but with some hazy sunshine.  

Today we began our trip in earnest. After a well-earned rest after our journey yesterday, we mustered at the 

dining area at 7am for a welcome cup of tea or coffee and some biscuits before heading off in two canoes along 

the mangrove-fringed river, in the direction of the coast.  

 

Before we had even got this far, however, a Giant Kingfisher was seen perched directly above the lodge 

swimming pool – a foretaste of the excitement to come. Soon, we all saw other individuals of this species on our 

three-hour pre-breakfast river trip. They are a very raucous species and we were able to pick them out with 

relative ease because of this. We all had great photo opportunities of this, the world’s largest kingfisher, the size 

of a Rook. 

 

Before long we were enjoying views of Malachite, Blue-breasted and Pied Kingfisher as well. It was a challenge 

to photograph the first two species which kept themselves in among the mangroves, but the Pied Kingfishers 

were more obliging. Another equally shy bird was the White-backed Night Heron, but we saw two individuals, 

including one bird on a nest. We all noted the very large eye this species has, enabling it to see better during the 

hours of darkness, when it is most active. Our guides picked out some Guinea Baboons as we carried on, and we 

stopped to secure some images of them in the mangroves. Then we found a single Mongoose on the exposed 

mud, but this individual did not stay in sight for long.  



The Gambia in Style – Photography Special  Tour Report 

 

 

2  © Naturetrek     December 17 
 

Birds came thick and fast as the light improved with the rising sun. A number of Hooded Vultures were perched 

on the tree tops. A couple of Western Ospreys sat out in similar positions, and we were able to approach these 

to get photographs. A pair of Rose-ringed Parakeets flew noisily across the river to perch in a mangrove on the 

other side. Then further on we caught up with two African Darters, showing their long, sinuous neck with the 

dagger like bill at the end, used for spearing fish underwater. One of the guides then spotted a pair of Senegal 

Thick-knees on the exposed mud at low tide. A Whimbrel (one of several seen today) was keeping them 

company. We all enjoyed photographing the Thick-knees, and we commented how strange it was to see this 

relative of ‘our’ Stone-curlew in a muddy river bank habitat. We passed a solitary West African Nile Crocodile 

hauled out on the river bank. It did not seem bothered as we passed it by.  

 

There were many Common Sandpipers and, after an hour or so, we pulled in to the river bank to get out of the 

boat for a short walk. Just before this place we had excellent views of Striated or Green-backed Heron which 

was showing in good light – another one for the photographic record. Nearby was a single Spur-winged Lapwing 

and a Grey Kestrel was perched in a tree above it. We found several Red-cheeked Cordon-bleus on our walk as 

well as a confiding Western Cattle Egret and Northern Red Bishop (alas, not in full breeding plumage). There 

was also a handful of Long-tailed Glossy Starlings for us to photograph, each bearing an incongruously long tail.  

 

All too soon we had to make our way back to the canoes in order to get back to the lodge for our 10.30 

breakfast. By now the day was really heating up and we took some time out to relax and ‘chill out’ before the 

afternoon birding and photographic opportunities. Some of the group spent some time at the bar area which 

overlooked the river. It is worth saying again that the lodge is situated in a magnificent setting with wildlife all 

around. To illustrate this, we found a nest of Beautiful Sunbird about 10 yards from the bar area, and both birds 

of the pair were visiting the nest periodically to feed young. From the same spot, we were entertained by four or 

five Little Bee-eaters, as they periodically dived into the river water to drink or cool off. They proved very 

photogenic. Next, we had a Yellow-crowned Gonolek, possibly the most colourful of all the birds in the Gambia 

(and that is saying something) at photographic range. However, we were not done yet as one of the group 

spotted some White-throated Bee-eaters catching bees and diving into the lodge swimming pool to cool off! 

Alerted, we all made our way the short distance to the pool. In a short while the numbers must have reached 300 

individual birds – a marvellous spectacle, and one which kept fingers on shutter buttons for quite some time.  

 

By 4.30pm we were all ready for a walk, and we walked from the lodge for about a mile through dry bush, and 

eventually came out on an area of mud flats surrounded by mangrove. We found more Spur-winged Lapwings 

and a single African Wattled Lapwing. By stealthily working our way around, we put ourselves in the optimum 

position relative to the sun to get the best photos of these birds. In the same general area, we also had three 

Hamerkops and a single, distant Long-crested Eagle. A Senegal Thick-knee, sounding reminiscent of a Curlew, 

called. Above us, Broad-billed Rollers were catching flying insects. By now, the light was beginning to fade and 

so we made our way slowly back to base, in time for a shower before another lovely home-cooked dinner.  

 

It had been a fine day’s bird photography. 
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Day 3 Sunday 26th November 

Weather – dry sunny and very hot. 

We began the day at 7.30am, after a cup of coffee, and went out on the canoes again on the tributary of the river, 

this time in the opposite direction to yesterday. The light was lovely as the sun came up with a mist over the 

water giving a very ethereal feel. The mist soon lifted under the power of the sun, however, and we were able to 

get to grips with another day’s photography. We found more Giant and Pied Kingfishers as we went along, 

together with some Reed (aka Long-tailed) Cormorants and African Darters. We took shots of these together 

with Western Reef Herons and a Great Egret. We also got tantalising views of Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters – three 

of which were briefly perched on the top of some mangroves before flying off. Although we weren’t able to 

photograph them, we all saw the distinctive forked tail which gives the species its English name. 

 

Eventually we arrived at a place where we got out to explore on foot. This was the Kembujeh rice fields. We 

were soon in our element, with much to photograph. First was a Blue-breasted Roller perched in good light on a 

palm tree. In the same tree a Pearl-spotted Owlet sat for the camera. Next, we had a Woodland Kingfisher which 

proved a little more tricky to capture. We walked along a sandy track for a while and one of the guides found a 

Lizard Buzzard perched in the open. After a short while it flew to another tree where, by manipulating ourselves 

into slightly unconventional positions, we were able to photograph it through the leaves of the tree. In the same 

tree an African Black Flycatcher showed intermittently. There was a range of other birds to enjoy with camera 

and binoculars here, including Long-tailed Glossy Starlings, a pair of Senegal Coucals, a fine Tawny Eagle, 

perched in a palm tree with its wings spread to warm up in the morning sun, and some very popular Green 

Wood Hoopoes. 

 

After walking for a while down the sandy track we reversed our steps and made our way across the nearby mud 

flats. We had to walk back along the river to where one of the guides had paddled the two canoes, since the tide 

had receded and the water level was too shallow for us all to go back along the same route along the river. This 

had its rewards for us, though, as we continued to find new birds to photograph. Insect lovers were not to be 

disappointed though, as a variety of butterflies and a splendid-looking dragonfly were available. A Sun Squirrel 

was spotted on a tree, seemingly perilously close to the nest of a Hooded Vulture. A Hamerkop flew past, as did 

an African Hobby, pursuing a flock of weaver birds. 

 

The area at the edge of the mud proved productive as we found several Little Bee-eaters perched on the 

vegetation, and then found a few Ringed Plovers and Grey Plovers feeding on the mud. Once we re-joined the 

canoes for the 100 yards-or-so journey, across the river to the lodge, we had marvellous photo opportunities of a 

Great Egret which was obligingly feeding along the roots of some mangroves which had oysters growing on 

their roots.  

 

On our arrival back at the lodge it was time for breakfast, which we all enjoyed again, before chilling out for the 

hottest part of the day. Once again some chose to photograph the comings and goings at the Beautiful Sunbird 

nest, while others chose to cool off in the pool, while trying to avoid being dived on by White-throated Bee-

eaters, Broad-billed Rollers or Pied Kingfishers which were doing the same.  

 

In the afternoon, the group split into two, with four members going on a walk through scrub close to the lodge, 

while the other four participants went, with Kevin, on a 2½-hour sunset cruise to the River Gambia. Those on 
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the walk in the bush saw several new species for the trip including African Paradise Flycatcher and Snowy-

crowned Robin-Chat. In addition, they saw three more Violet Turacos and had views of a Grey-backed 

Cameroptera. The heat of the day probably accounted for a lower list than expected, but nonetheless, it was 

another opportunity to explore the area around Mandina. 

 

The group in the boat were treated to close views of three Goliath Herons – the largest heron in the world and a 

massive bird when seen close up. More Whimbrels and Redshanks were present, and a group of Long-tailed 

Glossy Starlings flew over the river. Two Sandwich Terns flew over us. When we reached the main river itself, 

we turned around for our return journey, during which we again had exceptionally close views of Goliath Heron, 

and we found an adult Palm-nut Vulture standing serenely on the top of a dead tree. During the early part of the 

cruise, the light had not been conducive to photography – it was grey and flat and there was no sign of the sun. 

However, at the appropriate time, the murk cleared and we were treated to a very attractive sunset with reflection 

on the still, calm river water. On our way back to Mandina we turned into a small tributary with a small island in 

it, and witnessed an amazing spectacle as 3,000 herons of several species returned to the mangroves for the 

nightly roost. Western Cattle Egrets were the most numerous but there was a fine supporting cast of Great 

Egrets, Western Reef Herons, Black Herons and African Darters. It was a thrilling thing to see, though the smell 

at one point became a little overpowering.  

 

It was a fine end to the day which the other members of the group could expect to enjoy in two days’ time.  

Day 4 Monday 27th November 

Weather – dry, sunny, hot. 

Today we left the area of the Makasutu forest and headed south to near the southern border of Gambia with 

Senegal, to a place called Kartong. We drove for about an hour, initially through a town busy with rush-hour 

traffic before quieter conditions prevailed. We made a stop at the roadside to see a fine Red-necked Falcon 

perched characteristically in a palm tree.  

 

When we turned off the main road at Kartong, we stopped at the first of several fresh water pools. Our attention 

was first gained by a Northern Red Bishop, resplendent in his beautiful breeding plumage of red and black. He 

performed very well indeed for our cameras, as he perched the top of some rice stems, in wonderful light. We 

were to spend quite some time at this first pool as we had much to enjoy here. There were no less than four 

species of kingfisher, almost in the same field of view – Giant, Pied, Blue-breasted and Malachite! Two Black-

winged Stilts were jostling for position in the water with two Wood Sandpipers and a Green Sandpiper. Several 

Hamerkops lurked in the area, and they were joined by a Sacred Ibis and Great Egret, as well as our first two 

Little Egrets of the trip. Reminders of summer at home included a single Western Yellow Wagtail, accompanied 

by a single White Wagtail. Several Piapiacs were around, and two were feeding on ticks or insects on the head of 

a donkey.  Two duck Garganey were swimming on the pool, and several Hooded Vultures stood on the ground a 

short distance from us. However, the bird we most wanted to find was Greater Painted Snipe, and we found 

them. There were three of the duller-plumaged males feeding in the shallow water – but they did not prove an 

easy target for the camera as they didn’t stay still or in sight for very long. 

 

When we had had our fill here, we began a walk through open countryside with several more open pools and 

scattered bushes, around an area where bird ringing takes place to monitor the bird populations of not only the 
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Gambia but trans-Saharan migrant birds from Europe including the UK. Our first stop was at a two-storey 

building, from the first floor of which we could gain an excellent view over the low-lying countryside, and over a 

fresh water pool right in front of the building. On our walk to the building we saw three Bearded Barbets 

perched high in a tree but, alas, they did not stay long enough for the camera. From here we saw several Squacco 

Herons, two Purple Gallinules, two Allen’s Gallinules and three Black Crakes. Several White-headed Whistling 

Ducks were visible, swimming on the shallow water, and periodically issuing forth with the call which gives them 

their English name. 

 

We then carried on with our walk around, a distance of possibly two kilometres, through wonderful habitat. 

Those interested in butterflies and dragonflies were greatly entertained by the profusion of both groups of 

insects. Someone spotted the first of several Pink-backed Pelicans for the day, perched, perhaps surprisingly, in a 

palm tree. At one point a Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle was seen. This large bird of prey feeds, as its name may 

indicate, mainly on snakes. It is a very similar looking bird to the Short-toed Eagle of Europe. We were delighted 

as this bird made its way closer and closer to us, and then it soared directly over and in front of us – a superb 

sight which all enjoyed to the maximum. Further down the track we found a new species of Roller for the trip – 

Abyssinian. By working our way slowly towards it, stopping every few yards to get closer shots with the camera, 

and then moving a little nearer, all the photographers in the group managed to get images of this beautiful bird.  

 

By now it was getting very hot indeed, and we were grateful when we eventually reached our bus for a drink and 

some shade. Shortly after, we carried on to park at the nearby beach and get our first view of the Atlantic Ocean 

in this part of the world. We walked south, towards the Senegal-Gambia border. After about a quarter of a mile 

we came to a small lagoon created by the tide. There was an adult Western Reef Heron fishing in the shallows 

here, not too far away, and it proved very rewarding for photography as it ran this way and that through the 

shallow water, catching fish. Several Hooded Vultures were on the ground a little further on, and they were in 

company with two Western Ospreys. On the beach, a flock of over 40 Whimbrel were roosting on the shoreline, 

together with smaller numbers of Grey Plover, Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling. We retraced our steps to the 

bus, then drove north along the coast to Sanyang beach where we enjoyed a delicious lunch at a beach restaurant. 

It gave us the opportunity to get a bit cooler in the shade from the sun. 

 

In the afternoon we made our way further north to Tanji. This village has become famous for watching the 

fishermen land their catch in the afternoon. However, we were not really prepared for the sight which greeted us 

after getting off the bus. We walked about 50 yards from the road through many people (probably numbering 

several thousand) to the water’s edge where all manner of activity involved in the fishing trade was taking place. 

We certainly felt a little in the way of industry here, and though it was a very interesting experience, we couldn’t 

help feeling we were a little too obvious, as we wielded expensive lenses, cameras and tripods as we made our 

way along the beach, and away from the frantic commotion we had found ourselves amidst. After walking a 

couple of hundred yards, the crowd numbers reduced and there were some Grey-hooded Gulls to photograph 

on the beach, together with Western Cattle Egrets helping themselves to the fish drying in the baking sun, with 

no-one to watch over them.  

 

Regretfully, we thought it best to retire from the beach and made our way back to the peace and tranquillity of 

Mandina Lodge for a cold drink or a refreshing dip in the pool (the largest in Gambia). All things considered it 

had been a thoroughly enjoyable day with a bit of ‘real’ Africa thrown in.  
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Day 5 Tuesday 28th November 

Weather – dry, sunny and hot. 

Today began with a three-hour walk before breakfast on a series of tracks leading from the lodge. We walked 

through some excellent-looking bird habitat, but finding subjects to see, let alone photograph, initially proved 

difficult. For example, we had exasperatingly brief views of a Pygmy Kingfisher – the smallest kingfisher in the 

world and the sixth species of kingfisher encountered on the trip. Things got better as the morning wore on, 

though, and we had photo opportunities with Bearded Barbet, Northern Red-billed and Brown Hornbills, Violet 

Turacos and African Harrier-Hawk. A large dark bird flew along the track ahead of us into thick undergrowth. 

We were completely unable to identify it, but suggestions ranged from an Accipter to a nightjar of some kind – 

such was the brevity of our observation. Try as we might, we were unable to relocate it.  

 

Next, our guides located two White-faced Owls in their traditional day time roost. Although they were not 

bothered by us at all, they were not only a challenge to photograph but they were also a challenge to even see 

well, perched as they were in the topmost branches of a tree. However, with patience and accurate instructions 

of where to look, all members of the group had satisfying views and came away with some respectable images. 

We continued our walk and at one point came to a rice field which we were led through in single file, in order 

that we could see a staked-out Long-crested Eagle, perched in among the cut fronds of a palm tree. It took a 

while for all members of the group to see the bird but again, eventually, all did. In the same area a male Western 

Marsh Harrier flew past and a distant Yellow-billed Shrike stood sentinel, erect, on a palm. We had some fun 

watching a display by four Brown Hornbills together in a nearby palm. It was difficult to say whether this 

represented one family party, or two pairs in dispute with each other.  

 

By now the sun was well up and the heat was building. Breakfast started to sound very welcoming. So, we made 

our way back to the lodge, pausing again at the White-faced Owls, before carrying on, only to come across a 

party of 150 or more Guinea Baboons in our way. They were on both sides of the track and many were even 

sitting on the sandy track itself. Many were females with young, and some of the infants were very young indeed 

– possibly less than a fortnight old. One female seemed to have twins, and our guide remarked that this was 

most unusual. Needless to say, they proved very popular for the group and many pictures were taken. They 

appeared calm and unhurried, and allowed us to walk within four or five feet of them. They have a lovely warm 

sandy brown pelage, much more attractive than the Olive Baboons of East Africa. As a result of this ‘distraction’ 

it was after 11 am when we eventually piled into the lodge in readiness for our 10.30 am breakfast.  

 

Most of the group relaxed during the hotter part of the day but there was a mini workshop and image review for 

an hour during which post processing of images was covered. Group members welcomed the opportunity to 

discuss ways of improving the post-production processing of their images in order for them to look their best. 

During the week so far, there had been many discussions with Kevin, on a group and one-to-one basis, on how 

to get the best image in camera and again, participants found this most helpful. 

 

During the afternoon, after the workshop, the group divided into three. Four went with Kevin on another sunset 

cruise, two opted to go on one of the canoes and a walk with one of the guides, whilst the final two enjoyed a 

walk in the forest area around the lodge in the company of another guide. All three groups enjoyed their 

experience. The sunset cruise again had close-up views and shots of Goliath Heron, as well as close views of a 

group of Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters. The couple in the canoe / walk visited a nearby quarry and also saw a good 
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variety of birds, as well as a most interesting working quarry. The group walking in the forest had a very 

successful time, seeing Lesser Honeyguide and White Helmetshrike, among other exciting birds.  

 

It had been another excellent day, enjoyed by all, and finished once again by a very delicious freshly prepared and 

locally-sourced dinner. 

Day 6 Wednesday 29th November 

Weather – hot and sunny intervals, but with some cloud at times.  

We left Mandina lodge at about 8.20am for a visit to the Abuko bird reserve near the capital, Banjul. After paying 

our entry fee, our two guides led us along the trail in the reserve. Among the first things we came across was a 

troop of West African Red Colobus monkeys, crashing noisily through the trees around us. When seen well we 

could see that they do not have a thumb, the hands only having four digits, like their East African relatives. They 

were a lovely red / brown colour and had a snub-nosed appearance.  

 

As we worked our way along the narrow trail, we were trying to see as much as possible, but the layout of the 

trails, being so narrow, made this difficult at times. We found single African Paradise Flycatcher as well as Red-

bellied Paradise Flycatcher. A single African Thrush searched under the leaf litter deep in the shade – alas we 

were unable to record this on the digital card. It was hard work birding and trying to photograph things in the 

forest. However, after about 45 minutes, we came to the Darwin research station, and were able to climb to the 

first floor to look out over a pool. Here, we had single Squacco Heron and Hamerkop as well as two Black-

headed Herons. A six-foot-long West African Nile Crocodile swam silently from the edge of the pool to the 

centre, looking remarkably menacing with its all-seeing yellow eye. A single African Jacana was on the edge of 

the pond doing what Jacanas do best – walking on floating vegetation. Moving on, we found a Pied Hornbill 

which sadly did not stay long enough, then a single slightly distant Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, perched in the open.  

 

We made the decision to curtail our visit to Abuko due to the difficulty of seeing and photographing subjects, 

and instead made our way straight to the waiting bus. From here we made the drive to the Senegambia Hotel, 

along the coast. We did not stay long, as the time was midday and much of the bird activity of the morning 

appeared to have ceased. We thus changed our plans and instead drove to the nearby Kotu creek bridge, which 

gave us much better photographic opportunities.  

 

On our arrival, we had Pied Kingfishers, Reed Cormorant and Spur-winged Plover all posing for us. A Malachite 

Kingfisher also brightened up the proceedings and soon we were in full swing with lenses and trigger fingers 

working overtime. The light by now had dramatically improved from the dull cloudy start to the day. Walking 

along a trail on the south side of the bridge, we were met by the sight of several Hooded Vultures, together with 

Yellow-billed Kites and Pied Crows, feeding on the carcass of a mammal (felt by the majority of the group to be 

a dog, though a goat was another proposal). It was rather unsavoury, but it gave us excellent close views of the 

birds. 

 

After successfully negotiating the crossing of a narrow, very rickety bridge we found ourselves looking at close 

Little Bee-eaters, a party of which were using reed stems and dead twigs as perches between sallies for flying 

insects. They were delightful to watch. Next, we found a Malachite Kingfisher posing well for us, and several 

beautiful looking dragonflies and butterflies, many of which were photographed for later ID. Then a juvenile 



The Gambia in Style – Photography Special  Tour Report 

 

 

8  © Naturetrek     December 17 
 

Diederik Cuckoo was found in the same area. It appeared to have Village Weaver as a host species, and it was 

watched being fed by the weavers on several occasions.  

 

By now we were beginning to feel the heat of the day and the long walk around Abuko was beginning to tell. We 

therefore made our way to the Calypso beach restaurant on the coast near Bakau. This proved to be an excellent 

decision as we enjoyed some cold drinks and our lunch in an outside seating area in the shade. Immediately 

opposite our dining table was a pool (thankfully with steep sides) with several West African Nile Crocodiles in, 

some of which were sunbathing, mouth agape, showing their fine array of sharp teeth! In the same pool we 

found Great and Western Cattle Egrets, a juvenile African Darter (sadly with some netting or other man-made 

debris stuck around its beak), Western Reef Heron and a single Black Crake. In the air above the pool, several 

White-throated Bee-eaters performed, whilst just offshore a dozen Grey-headed Gulls flew along the coast. 

 

Refreshed, we made a return visit to Koto creek, in order to maximise the photographic opportunities for the 

day and the trip. By now, the tide had come in, covering the mud which was previously exposed. The sun had 

changed position, and this gave us different opportunities as far as photography was concerned. Working our 

way back along the narrow, raised track through some rice field, we spent some time photographing a group of 

Spur-winged Plovers as well as many Village Weavers, but sadly the Little Bee-eaters were nowhere to be seen. 

We did, however, relocate the Diederik Cuckoo, and find a female Common Kestrel to add to the list. A couple 

of Fork-tailed Drongos sat at the top of a nearby acacia tree. 

 

Moving back to the bridge, we had superb light to photograph Pied and Malachite Kingfishers. Some lucky 

members of the group also managed some shots of Blue-breasted Kingfisher, perched out in the open in some 

mangroves. Further away from the camera were a couple of African Wattled Lapwings and a couple of Senegal 

Thick-knees. It was lovely to end the day just watching and photographing the variety of birds around us, in 

perfect light. 

 

After what had been a hard day with several enforced changes of plan, we returned to Mandina for our 

customary excellent evening meal and reminiscences over a bottle of cold beer. 

Day 7 Thursday 30th November 

Weather – dry sunny and hot. 

The day began in the customary way, with a hot drink and biscuits, by the pool at 7am. After this, we boarded 

the two canoes for a trip along the river to where we disembarked for a walk around in some open scrub. This 

occupied us for a couple of hours before we returned to the lodge for breakfast.  

 

On our outward journey, we had a single massive Goliath Heron fly over in excellent morning light. The usual 

Pied Kingfishers, Common Sandpipers and Whimbrels were present as well as a couple of Blue-breasted 

Kingfishers. We got off the canoes and made our way along a sandy track. We came to a flowering tree which 

had a good variety of birds feeding in it. An African Grey Woodpecker was one of the first birds sighted, 

together with three Senegal Parrots sitting in the morning sun. Two beautiful Yellow-crowned Gonoleks were 

moving through the branches, calling intermittently. A pair of Beautiful Sunbirds was also present, as well as a 

female Greater Honeyguide. A female Shikra shot over our heads and then we spotted a much larger African 
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Harrier-hawk perched in a nearby palm. Some of the group managed to see a Double-spurred Francolin before it 

disappeared from view.  

 

Near a massive Kapok tree, we found a male African Golden Oriole which was much appreciated by group 

members, followed by a number of Yellow-billed Shrikes and many White-billed Buffalo Weavers at their 

tenement nests. In another tree a Fine-spotted Woodpecker was perched at the very top in excellent 

photographic light. Then, a male Shikra appeared and was then seen to harass the African Harrier-Hawk. The 

size difference between the two birds was remarkable. Some of the group were able to get excellent shots of a 

Bearded Barbet, again perched at the top of a tree. A Senegal Coucal proved more confiding than usual for some 

of the group, before slinking off into the shade of a nearby tree. There was a lot going on and it was difficult to 

decide which bird to point our lenses at, but in the end each photographer chose their own target species to 

work on. 

 

After an hour and a half of this, it was beginning to heat up and we needed to retrace our route back to the lodge 

for a welcome rest and breakfast. On our way back, from the canoes, we could see six Senegal Thick-knees 

standing on an exposed piece of land at high tide. It had been an excellent pre-breakfast excursion and all 

members of the party had enjoyed themselves. 

 

Over lunch, one of the group came running up to the dining area from her floating accommodation to let 

everyone know that an African Finfoot was swimming on the water outside her lodge. Those present rapidly 

made their way there and the others were summoned, to see this enigmatic and retiring species. Most of the 

group managed to get an eye on it before it swam further away under some distant mangroves. This was a much 

sought-after species for many of the group, but especially Kevin who, in spite of many previous trips to Africa, 

had never seen one before.  

 

By 4.30pm, the temperature had lowered sufficiently for the afternoon walk to commence. Most of the group 

turned up for this, the remainder preferring to hang around the swimming pool to capture the Bee-eaters coming 

down to dip into the water for a drink or cool down. Those on the walk were rewarded with a good variety of 

birds, starting with two Tawny-flanked Prinias and some Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters. Moving on we saw a couple 

of Northern Crombecs; strange, short-tailed small birds, superficially reminiscent of Nuthatches, they were 

combing the bark of trees in search of insects. A couple of Stone Partridges flew rapidly over the track and were 

lost to view. Then a Tawny Eagle chased away an African Harrier-Hawk which was trying to land in the same 

tree as itself. Black-billed Wood Doves were present, as were African Grey Hornbill and a male Variable Sunbird 

showed for the group. 

 

By now the light was excellent and the temperature had fallen to make the birding and photography really 

special. The birds were photographed and also the insects, including a wide variety of butterflies. We had wanted 

to see a Guinea Turaco and had almost given up hope as the sun was fading, when one of the guides spotted one 

in a distant tree. Gathering the group together, we walked slowly towards the bird, stopping a couple of times en 

route to get closer shots, before it flew off to roost. Further down the track on our way back to Mandina, we saw 

a Spotted Honeyguide which, being another difficult bird to find, provided a fitting end to what had been 

another exciting day’s bird watching and photography. 
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Day 8 Friday 1st December 

This morning we went by canoe to the same site where we saw the Lizard Buzzard a few days before. It was a 

lovely morning and we had a great last morning before our return to the UK. On our way to the stop, we had an 

excellent African Darter perched in the mangroves and, unusually, it remained in situ while we got super 

photographs in excellent light. Then a Reed Cormorant behaved similarly impeccably, with its wings 

outstretched, drying itself in the morning sun. We also had great opportunities with a Pied Kingfisher perched on 

top of a mangrove.  

 

Getting off the canoes, we saw a distant African Harrier-Hawk preening itself at the top of a palm tree. Soon 

afterwards, we came across a female Namaqua Dove which was also sitting out in the sun at the top of a tree, 

allowing close approach. While in this area, our guides spotted a snake partially hidden in the vegetation, which 

was being mobbed by a group of Common Bulbuls. They were very agitated, but we didn’t get a great view of 

the snake. We then spotted a Melodious Warbler in an acacia, and then a beautiful Violet Turaco was sighted 

sitting in full sun – another excellent photo opportunity. The Pearl-spotted Owlet from the other day was re-

found and came to within photographic range and we all had a good time following its flight in the palms. As we 

returned to the jetty before returning to the lodge for breakfast, we saw three Senegal Thick-knees and three 

Spur-winged Lapwings on some exposed mud near the ‘jetty’, which we proceeded to record. 

 

After another leisurely and silent return to our lodge, it was time for breakfast then packing, reluctantly, for our 

return to a cold UK. 

 

During the week we had recorded a total of 168 species of birds, and all members of the group had achieved 

great images, representing some of the diversity of the colourful birds to be found in this small west African 

country.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans.  

 

Setting up a personal profile at  www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is 

now live; do please pay us a visit!  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H = heard only) 

      November / December 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

1 Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus 2 H   4   2   

2 Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus   H 2 H 1 2 H 

3 White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata   5 50 16 15     

4 Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis     1         

5 Garganey Spatula querquedula     2         

6 African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus 1   1         

7 White-backed Night Heron  Gorsachius leuconotus 2 1   2       

8 Striated Heron  Butorides striata 1         1 1 

9 Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides     6 1 2     

10 Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 10 400 20 400 3 1   

11 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea   1 1 3 1 1   

12 Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala     1   2     

13 Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath   3   3   1   

14 Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea 1 3           

15 Great Egret  Ardea alba 2 6 2 2 2 1   

16 Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca   2 20         

17 Little Egret  Egretta garzetta     2 2       

18 Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis 3 15 6 5 2 1 1 

19 African Spoonbill Platalea alba           7   

20 Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta 3 3 5 1 4     

21 Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens     4 2       

22 Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus 1 8 1 6 2 2 2 

23 African Darter  Anhinga rufa 2 8 1 6 1   1 

24 African Finfoot Podica senegalensis           1   

25 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus   1 3 3   1   

26 Black Kite  Milvus migrans 1 6   1       

27 Yellow-billed Kite Milvus migrans parasitus 2   10 10 20 10 4 

28 Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax   1       3   

29 Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis   1 1 2 2     

30 Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus 15 15 50 10 25 25 5 

31 Beaudouin's Snake Eagle  Circaetus beaudouini     1         

32 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 1     1 1     

33 African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus 2   1 2 1 2 1 

34 Shikra  Accipiter badius           2 1 

35 Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus   1   1       

36 Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 1     1       

37 Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus 1     1       

38 African Hobby Falco cuvierii   1           

39 Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus 2     4   1 2 

40 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus         1     

41 Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera     1         

42 Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra     3   1     

43 Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio     2         

44 Allen's Gallinule Porphyrio allenii     2         

45 Senegal Thick-Knee  Burhinus senegalensis 4       2 6 3 

46 Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus     1         

47 Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus     2         
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      November / December 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

48 Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus 3 1 4 4 25   3 

49 African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus 1 2     2 1   

50 Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola   2 6   1     

51 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula   10 1   1     

52 Greater Painted Snipe  Rostratula benghalensis     3         

53 African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus     10   1     

54 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica     1         

55 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 3 20 40 40 6 6   

56 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 1 3 1 1 1 1   

57 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 3 3 2 3 1 1   

58 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus     1   1     

59 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola 1   2   1     

60 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 5 10 1 10 3 4 5 

61 Sanderling Calidris alba     6         

62 Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres     10         

63 Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus     50   15     

64 Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus     1         

65 Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia     2 1       

66 Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus     1 1       

67 Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis   4   4 1   1 

68 Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea 3 4 4 4 1 4 3 

69 Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis 3 10 6 4 3 3 3 

70 Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens 3 1   1       

71 Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata 1 10 2 4 4 2 3 

72 Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea 1 4 1 4 2 2 3 

73 Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus       2 2   2 

74 Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer 2 4 2 2 1 1 1 

75 Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis     2   2   1 

76 Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri 2 4 10 3 2 2 7 

77 Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus 6 6   4 2 3 3 

78 Guinea (Green) Turaco  Tauraco persa       2   1   

79 Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea   6   8     1 

80 Western Plantain-eater  Crinifer piscator 7 15 10 10 15 10 8 

81 Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis 1 2   1 1 2   

82 Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius         1     

83 Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii 1             

84 Northern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis leucotis       2       

85 Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum   1         1 

86 African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus 3 10 4 1 2 4 5 

87 Little Swift  Apus affinis             1 

88 Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus     2 2       

89 Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster 3 4 1 5     3 

90 Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus 5 6 3 5 1   3 

91 Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica 3 4 1 2 2     

92 Woodland Kingfisher  Halcyon senegalensis   1           

93 African Pygmy Kingfisher  Ispidina picta       1       

94 Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus 2 1 3 1 3   1 

95 Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima 5 6 2 3 H   2 

96 Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis 5 15 10 10 10   4 

97 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  Merops hirundineus   4   2 1     

98 Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus 6 10   6 8     
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      November / December 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

99 White-throated Bee-eater  Merops albicollis 300 300   100 8     

100 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater  Merops persicus       4       

101 Green Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus   8   3 3     

102 African Pied Hornbill  Lophoceros fasciatus   2     1 1 1 

103 African Grey Hornbill  Lophoceros nasutus 2 4   6 1 1   

104 Western Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus kempi 4 6 2 6 4 2 1 

105 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus   H H 2   H H 

106 Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius   2 3 2   2 3 

107 Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator   1       1   

108 Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor       1       

109 Spotted Honeyguide Indicator maculatus           1   

110 Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera 1 1 1     1   

111 African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae 2 1 1   1 1 1 

112 Brown-throated Wattle-eye  Platysteira cyanea 1 2 H H H H 1 

113 White-crested Helmetshrike  Prionops plumatus       2       

114 Orange-breasted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus       1       

115 Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus 2 2 H 2 1 2 2 

116 Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina 6   2 1 1 8   

117 European Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus     1         

118 African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus   1       1 1 

119 Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis 1 1     2 1   

120 Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer   2 2 1 1 1   

121 African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis       1 1 2   

122 Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer     4     1   

123 Pied Crow  Corvus albus 20 10 10 6 6 4 3 

124 Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus 5 2 2 6 30 6 3 

125 Little Greenbul  Eurillas virens       1       

126 Fanti Saw-Wing  Psalidoprocne obscura   10   2 2     

127 Grey-headed Bristlebill Bleda canicapillus           1   

128 Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida 4     4 4     

129 Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma 1 4 2 3       

130 Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura 5             

131 Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita         1     

132 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus       1       

133 Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta     1       1 

134 Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava H         2   

135 Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata   1           

136 Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla           1   

137 Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii 4 1           

138 Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus   1       3   

139 Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus 1   1         

140 Purple (Pale Glossy) Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus         1     

141 Long-tailed Glossy Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus 10 15 15 2   5 3 

142 Chestnut-bellied Starling Lamprotornis pulcher             1 

143 Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus   1           

144 African Thrush  Turdus pelios 1   1 2 1 1   

145 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla   1 3 2 1   1 

146 White-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha albicapillus 1       1 1   

147 Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides   1           

148 Mangrove (Brown) Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus 2     2   1   

149 Western Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes longuemarei 1             
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      November / December 

  Common name Scientific name 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

150 Green-headed Sunbird  Cyanomitra verticalis 2     1       

151 Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis 1             

152 Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus 2 2 1 2 1 4 3 

153 Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus 1 1 1 1   2   

154 Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus           1   

155 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus     1         

156 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus 2   1 3   1 2 

157 White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris     H     30   

158 Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis         1 1   

159 Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus 2 6   50 200   6 

160 Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus 1   1         

161 Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala 6 10   4 10 6 1 

162 Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus 2 6   6   1   

163 Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens 1     6   1   

164 Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata 2 10 30 4 4 6   

165 Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata 1             

166 Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 2     1       

167 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava     1   2     

168 White Wagtail Motacilla flava 1   1         

Mammals                 

1 Patas Monkey Erythrocebus patas         20     

2 Guinea Baboon Papio papio 15   3 200 1 30   

3 Gambian Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus gambianus   1     1 1   

4 Marsh Mongoose Atilax paludinosus 1             

5 Green (Vervet) Monkey Chlorocebus sabaeus 4 1   2 1     

Reptiles & Amphibians 

Nile Monitor Lizard, Varanus niloticus West African Nile Crocodile, Crocodylus suchus 

Agama Lizard, Agama agama Brook's House Gecko, Hemidactylus brooki angulatus 

Orange-flanked Skink, Mabuya perrotetii African Spurred Tortoise, Centrochelys sulcata 

African Toad, Bufo regularis Diurnal Dwarf Gecko, Lygodactylus gutturalus  

Butterflies 

Citrus Swallowtail, Papilio demodocus Narrow-banded Green Swallowtail, Papilio nireus 

African Emigrant, Catopsilia florella Small Grass Yellow, Eurema brigatta 

Common Grass Yellow, Eurema hecabe Caper White, Belenois aurota 

African Caper White, Belenois creona Creamy Small White, Dixeia orbona 

African Spirit, Leptosia alcesta Common Dotted Border, Mylothris chloris 

African Tiger, Danaus chrysippus Pearl Charaxes, Charaxes varanes 

Cream-bordered Charaxes, Charaxes epijasius River Sailor, Neptis serena 

Small Orange Acraea, Acraea serena Zebra White, Pinacopteryx eriphia 

Tiny Orange Tip, Colotis evagore antigone African Albatross, Appias epaphia epaphia 

African Spirit, Leptosia alcesta Bush Charaxes, Charaxes achaemenes atlantica 

African Grass Blue, Zizeeria knysna Dark Blue Pansy, Junonia oenone 

Pointed Caper White, Belenois gidica gidica Common Evening Brown, Melanitis leda 
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Pea Blue, Lampides boeticus  

Dragonflies 

Widow Dragonfly, Palpopleura portia Black Percher, Diplacodes lefebvrei 

Red Basker, Crocothemis erythraea Strong Skimmer, Orthetrum brachiale 

Other Invertebrates 

African Giant Snail, Achatina sp.  Brown Paper Wasp, Polistes sp. 

Antlion, Myrmeleon sp.  Giant Milliepede, Diplopoda: family Odontopygidae 

Driver Ants, Dorylus sp.  Common Green Mantis, Sphodromantis sp. 

West African Fiddler Crab, Uca tangeri Stick Grasshopper,   

Flat Mantis,   Mangrove Oysters, Grassostrea tulipa 

Fish 

African Red Snapper, Lutjanus agennes Atlantic Mudskipper, Periophthalmus papillo 

Guinean Tilapia, Tilapia guineensis  

Trees 

Baobab, Adansonia digitata Rhun Palms, Borassus aethiopum 

Red Mangrove, Rhizophora mangle  

 

 

  

Beaudouin's Snake Eagle Beautiful Sunbird 


